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senses and uses synesthesia extensively. Thiated¢o two more general themes:

The importance of sensitivity and the ambivaleregarding kefa — abundance.

According to Ingarden, a literary work of art comsps of four strata: The stratum of
word-sounds, meaning units, represented objectssehdmatic aspects. Senses form
part of the stratum of schematic aspects, througictwthe represented world is
conceived. Sensory phenomena are also objectssegyieel in the text. In Shahar’'s
work a sensory phenomenon can sometimes act asamingeunit — a kind of non-
verbal “word” acting in a hidden layer of the teAtcording to Ingarden, the different
strata in a literary work function in polyphonicrheny, each with its own voice, while
helping to create other strata. This polyphony aw/thele is directed at creating
“metaphysical qualities,” epiphanies that reved #mtistic value of the literary work.
This is especially noted in Shahar’'s work, wher whiter is striving both to describe

such moments of inspiration and to create therhanréader’'s mind.

This paper reveals “The Palace of the Shatteredalg€sas a work that emphasizes
process rather than product. This leads to opemgsdgreat complexity, ambivalence
towards central ideas, emphasis on vitality, seMitsit and humaneness and a
preference for these qualities rather than ordebilgy, Truth and “right” ideas. At the
same time, this paper demonstrates the consideiraplct of sensory descriptions on
the way we read literature. Since the senses areintterface through which we
experience our world, we implement in the fictionalrld represented in literature, the
connotations and hidden meanings related to sengergeption. This part of the
process of reading is less rational and therefagom less controlled and more primary

than the logocentric-verbal layer.



Abstract

This paper examines the ways sensory experieneeslescribed in David Shahar’s
eight-volume “The Palace of the Shattered Vesse&hiahar describes sensory
experiences extensively and uses various senseentnal points in the story. This
paper’s aim is two-fold: To deepen our understagdaif Shahar’s work by analyzing
the ways he describes sensory experiences, anelatn About the significance and
connotations of sensory descriptions in literatuge Shahar’s example. Accordingly,
the paper’s point of view is also two-fold: The miggys, metaphors and connotations
of each sense are examined as a consequence iykielogy of that sense, and the
use of senses in Shahar’s work is also examinedjuke theories of Roman Ingarden
as they appear in his bodke Literary Work of Art. “The Palace of the Shattered
Vessels” (also known as “Lurian”) was read closgding these methods in an attempt
to uncover hidden connections and underlying stirestthat are central to the work as

a whole.

Examining the various senses, we can tell thae tgshaturally related to food. In the
“Lurian” it is a marker of socio-economic statusgllective (national and ethnic)
identity, and especially of the traditional roldsnmmen as wives and mothers. Smell is
connected to memory and spiritual experiences. ddmplex cultural heritage of
Shahar’s works — Jerusalem and France, Judaisrtlamstianity, pagan myths and art
— is expressed in the descriptions of smells. Touchhe “Lurian” is related to
eroticism and the struggle between genders. Thaise & central axis in the plot.
Analyzing sound in this paper focuses on musicerathan language as a means of
communication. Music is a local-cultural expressi@ast vs. West) but it is also
related to universal feelings and cosmology. Seyd light are related to dbbala,

mysticism and visual arts in Shahar’s work. Shdfreguently combines different
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