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Exploration of This Territory hy First
‘Farmers of Winona County In Quest of
- Land Related by E. B. Drew In Memolrs

County’s First Farmer
Tells of Trip to the
Rollingstone Commu-

‘nity, and of Staking

Claims at Minnesota

City. |
HAD TO FORD BIG
STREAM OF WATER

Exploration of the very early set-
tlers of the Rollingstoné community,
detailing their trip from Wabasha
Pratrie (now Winona) along the hluffs
to Minnesota City, is narrated in the
aecond Installment of the memoirs of
B. B. Drew, Winona county's firat
farmer. .*

According to Mr. Draw's diary, it
was necessary to ford a satream in
the west-end of the city to cross over
to the hluffs, the location” of thia
stream  probably beng what s now
thie marsh in the west end of the city.
At that time, 76 years ago, Winona

npeared to be an island with a large
.ream’ of water running from the
Mississippl river into Lake Winona.

The first farmers- In this  vicinity
settled mear Minnesota City, which at
the time of exploration was cloge to
the river because of the very high
condition of the water. Mr.  Drew
ventures the opinion tliat had not the
early explorers mistaken straight
slough for the main channel- of tho
Miseissippl river, Winona -would have
had to share its prosperity with Min-
nesota City as it was six mliles cloger
to the ‘iftland farming community. ;-

The second installment ,of Mr
Drew's diary follows:

“Jchngon, the fin't settler was full
of bad stories about the Rollingstone
—'That was no place for-a town—
many were leaving and many had
left! e was very anxious to haye
us &ll stop at Wabasha Prairle, and
offered each one an acre of ground
on ihestown plat, who would improve
it within a reasonable, time by put-
ting up a building. He. claimed to
own the townsite in partnership with
Captain Smith, . S

‘Denman and SBecretary WL B.

Thomeas concluded they, wonld ride on

horgeback up to the Rollingstone and
see.for themselves, They would come
right back. " A free title to the whole
prajrie at that time would have been
no*indwcement for me to live there.

1 déclded to leave as Denman and

Thomas returned. They did not have
occasion to stay very long for I think
thefr minds were made up befors they
atartéd that morning, that’they were
not! golng there to settle. - 3

“Haddock, the president of the as
vociation, came back with ‘them feel-
ing pretty bad because their secretary
thad gone back on them, but he was
not’ disheartened. by any means. Had-
Gock had been the prineipsal promoter
and head man in getting up this asso-

laban tTa wraa Andnatmlans and

utd}e'd and worked. He had a great stone bottoms. When we got to

deal to do. meaburing, etaking and Relllngstone

creok - Haddock got

freight and taking bac
ware dissatiafled and b
camo back with us on
to where Will was wal
earthly poesessions. It
when we got there. We
and went to bed.
Ralss Wapon

“The next morning
wagon box up by putth
false bottom to keep
up out of the water. V
nlough where we dld th
it seemed to be my . |
have to atrip and driw
They all got in the =
waltkegd heslde the Ieadi
COwW tick close to the
We could not loose he
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seemed as {f there. was
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oug day. Where it wa
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ing rapldly. :
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fore {* cam® to a stand-:
gomo time before it wer
I think there never hel
a wagon throuBh betw
Prairie and the Rolling

“We found a pretty
along under tha bluffa
places that we had to h
ffom turning over. We
around among the tree
to get through but final
on the soulth side of
cresk where Ellsworth"
Sevaral persons appear
posite side of, the stre:
prised to see R covere
ox teams as they were {
ter the eettlement. No
of the shanty und the
appeared and told us |
oy place we could ©
plate having a rock bo

marking.. For gome remson Murphy down and took a drink, saylng "OD, po difficulty as the mei

never returned to the colony. ]
.« Looklhg for Good Site, .

‘{‘When .we first met  Haddock at
the time' hé camé back with Denman
and Thomas 'we had quite. .a  talk
with him, We told him our business
was farming that we dld mot know
anything else, and did not expect to
try anything else, We were looking
for a good site. He said there was
good rich eoll there and ‘was very
enthuslastle over their location. - He
was much pleased when Rollin. Cory-
oll and I satd we wonld go bnelk with
him and see for oursélves. We left
will Coryell "at! the steamboat'land-
g to get the outfit as far out on the
prairle as poss.ble, while we started
on*féot, reaching the slough some
two miles -out, where a lot of water
wge running, it appearing to be part
of ‘the river at that time. During the
kigh ‘water the upper prairie was an
island, ~Johnson was very accom-
modating, poing with us -to show us
the best place to «ross the slouzh
Haddock had persuaded Elder Ely. to
EO0 with us but he socon turned back.
Tt was too much for the Elder. I will
here state that of all those who took

an acre of ground from the Johnson,

and Smith townsite, Ely was the
only one who stayed it out until_ he
got title''to his acre. Denman -heid
on. for four or, five months, - then
came mp and took a claim of .160
geres next to and part of the ground
of the association on the lower end
oi. Rollihgstone creel. His mother
took 160 acres on the prairie. . .

JMAt the crossing of  the . slouxh
mentioned there was a little dugout
eanoa. It would earrv onlv twn with

the Blemsed Rollingstone.” He hrags
ged about how .pure the water -was.
When - opposite to where the North-
Western and 8t. Paul rallroad depot
fz now .ot Minnesota City, we found
gome men peeling bhark to cover a
pole shanty, . There we again met
Mr. Lord. He had just returned
fiom a trip to the back country. He
wap well pleased with what he saw
and sald fight away that” he was
satisfled and going to stay. Mr. Lord,
a Mr. Willlams and Elder Sweet hud
taken provislons to last three or
teur days, and had gone back 20 to
30 mlles, . :
Each Made a C!alm,

“They found a fine prairle country
with burroak groves. Not far from
the: Whitewater each made a ‘claim.
Williams sald that would do, it was
as flne a country as he ever saw.
They mever proved up these claims.
Lord went with us to take a little
look at the colony at Minnesota City.
We went to where they had just mot
np & big tent, either that day or the
day before. The women snd chil-
dren were in it and seemed comfort.
able. If they had that tent a week
or two. sooner many of those who
had left for the mneed -of shelter
would have stayed, '

‘“In fhig tent.I-Arst saw Mrs, Del-
worth, Mrs. Cotton and Mrs, Bannon.
They -had arrived the day before, he
fourth .o May and always afterward
telebrated  that day with other old
settlers, while they lived. The aszo-
ciation had bought a kmall flat boat
over at Holmies Landing, mow. Foun:
taln City. Maybe it would carry a

|
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!u of vim ‘and energy, and with

e others In this movement had
exfjerience in locating, laying out and
buflding a town not far from New
York City. He had made some money
and thus got the idea of locating in
the: west, Haddock, and Murphy of
the, locating committee, astarted about

the first of February, His first letter

was from Beloit, Wis, - He spoke very
highly of the class of peonle he found
there and sald the place had been set-
tled by & colony similar to what they
proposed at the Rollingstona.

g Up River on Skates, =

“They looked through Wisconsin and

traveled over a good deal ¢f sparcely
ang unsettled country, but could 1ot
find' anything  to suit ‘them. About
the last of February they came to
the Mississippl river at La Crosse.
They came up the river on skates.
Haddock in his: second letter to the

edtern farm and village advoeate

ent to memhers describes t.he!r Jour-
ney up the river.

“He states that a‘hou-t noon After
leaving La Crosse, they came to a
log cabin on the river bank, occupled
by a young man named Brown, an
Indian tMader, who kindly prepared
a hot dinner for them. It was Nathan
Brown, the ptoneer. I efterward gaw
a notice in a W-I.nona. paper of this
“young man" as Haddock called him,
celeprating his 80th birthday, Where
Jthis log cabin stood-he laid out the
village of Dakota many years ago:

"According to Haddock's deucr!p—
tion of the place, they must have
camped .that night among the nll
treeg and brush at the lower end o
Wiabasha Prairfe.. They saw Johnson
on. Captain Smith's claim, When he
learned thelr business. and what thay
proposed to do, he. offered- half the
claim {f he would bring the cblony
there to locate. They could not sae
anything there to suft them, and went
on, mistaking stralght slough for the
main channel of the Misslesipp! river,

.. Only One Clalm Taken,

“The valley. at the mouth of the
Yikpllingstonal looked like the pilace
they were searching for. The more
they examined it the more they liked
it,. Of the thousands of acres only
f."n.‘b clalm had been taken. Isaac M.
Noricong, a,millwright, had claimed
the millsite where - Ellsworth's mfll
was afterward built, He had a shanty
6 by 12 of lumber brought up on the
ice from La Crosse. They lald thelr
plans before him. He concluded to
lat them have his claim, resérving e
few acres where he proposed to balld
‘a-mill and become a member of the
asgoclation,

“I# Haddook and Murphy had not
been mistaken that straight slough
was the maln channel of the river, I
think Winona would have had: to
sltare her prosperity with Minnesota
Cjty for the latter is slx miles nearer
'ﬂ}o back farming country., As s0on

Hgddock and Murphy could take
measuraments, Murphy alone left for
New York to have the ground platted
into cily lots. He started out through
un uninhabited country, camping out
in the dead of winter. He finally
reachad New York where he had the
toewn plat lHhographed showlng all
the ground, the creek and the lots
numbered, containing two acres
aplece, including the streets. A copy
was "sent td each member. Haddook
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ga.t&ty "Haddock and Rallin got into
it’and took my ‘clothes. -1 waded:
The water extended a long way to-
ward the bluffs. It was up’to my
walst for quite & distance, and’ desp-
er for & short distance. After. ctuss.
ing the slough, we walked alongside
the bluffs till we reached Rolling:

AWLE WA RAAWE T LA WA RAID WILLIG LML
it regularly; two or three times a
day, from a little way below where
Troost mill was buflt:16 the upper
end of the lower prairis near where
the  old ;fair grounds was- afterward.

“The water was then so hlgh that
they could run it anywhera over the
bottoms. They were bringing up
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