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Bob Bambenek, historian of
marly mea topics, presents a

eenteurial farm plaryretc Agnes
Evanson.

Samriel Loudon's flame on O'Grady
abstract from Section 34, Loudon is a
civil war yeteran buried in Oakland
Cemetery.

Abstract Qucsfi*ns: Cornty Recorder Presen-ts on
Land Ch*nges in Min*esotn CIty

Gn March 15, at 2:00 p.m., Rabert "Bob" Bambenek will discuss abstracts
related to Minnesota City and area. The presentation, free and open to the
pubtic, will be at Riverway Learning Community, 115 Iowa Street, in
Minnesota City. Bob invited area residents to submit abstracts and
questians sf their awn ts him in advance of the March 15 presentation, in an

attempt to focus more definitely on peoplo's interests. At this time-
residents from several Minnesata City areas have submitted abstracts-
Harbor Drive, South of Highway 61= central village, County Road 23 ssuth
of the village, and Highway 61, north of the village-assuring a
cornprehensive consideration of Iandscape changes. Bob will be drawing
infarmation and questions and his answ€rs &om these abstracts among
others. The recent land changes in the area besause of flooding, road
repairs, bridge building, and the on-going ehanging of prcperty ownership
aneourage gcvernrnent regulation* *nd resp*nse ta these everts.

Rdlingst*ne Tewnship Annu*l M*eting March 10 at Tcwnship Hall

Polls wiil open at the Township Hall on County Road 23 from 4 to I p.m. on March 10 to elect officers--
two supervisors and a trsasurer The township Annual Meeting will begin at 8:SS p.m. and will be
followed by ths Regular Meeting. Agenda for the annual meeting includes raad reparts, setting sf the tax
levy, auth+rizati*n of m+nies for c+mmemorative events and non prcfits, and setting time for the next
annual meeting. Immediately following the Annual meeting will be the regular township meeting where
officers are elected, meetings scheduled, newspaper and posting locations designated for publications,
bank designation, discussion of a blacktop plant, review of the AWIR plan, town books, township
ordinances reviewed, and consideration of other topics placed before the board.
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Mark your
cslend*rs!

March 6: MCHA
mcnthly meeting (note
chaage from 2d
Thursdayi: 6:30 p.m.;
Riverway Learning
Community

March 10: Minnesota
City Day Flanning
Meeting;6:30 p.m.;
Riverway Learning
Community

March 12: Fublic
Meeting on Sewer
Planniag Grants;
6:30p.m.; Riverway
Learning Community

March 15: Bob
Bambecek Presents s*
Abs*acts;2:00 p.m.;
Riverway Learning
Community

B4arch 19: Minnesok
Ciry Community
Readers discuss Fred
Kohimeyer's Timber
.Roofs;6:30 p.m.;
Riverway Learning
Communify
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Phnning Meeting ftrr Minnesota City Activities on March I0

A number of City organizatio*s have been invited to send representatives to a meeting at Riverway
Learning Community on ll{areh 10, at 6:30 p.m., to begin the coordiuation of times and events for
programming on Minnesota City Day, May 16. in 2002, following the sesquicentennial, a small
grsup of individuals decided to celebrate Minnesota City and are*-the place and the people of the past,

presea! and future-- an the third Saturday in May of eachyear- Since that time, the Historical
Associatien (MCHA) has organized and sponsored this event. Each year, more groups and individuals
have expressed interest in the evert end heve organized their own fundraising and comffiffdty events for
this day.

The Minnesota eig Historical Assoeiation h*s invited a rumber of Minnesot* orgtrizations to
seud cue $r mCIre reprrcseat*tives to n rnteting *n it{*rch 1$ frt 6:3S p.m. *t Riverway Le*ruiug
Commurify, IIS lcw* $treet The purpase of tlre meeting is to have a shared discussian of Minnesota
City Day (May 16) activities, food, and possihle presentatious

On May 16, MCHA rvili be ceiebrating the formal epening ef its archival site at the historic First Baptist
Church on Mill Street. The site will be open for tcurs en that day. Open hours for wark and
ccaversation in the archival area will be announced for the months of May through October.
Additionally, Garvin Brook Disaster Relief Fund expects to release the DYD produced to commgmorate
the 2007 flood. In previous years, other events have included city-wide garags sales, pancake

breakfasts, dessert-conversation events, craft sales and others.

Persons who want additional informatios may call or email: 689-4103; 689-2440;
www. minnesotac ity. org

Open Spaess May Become Green Sp*ces in Flood Buyaut Properties

Persons with any eonnections to open spaces that resulted for themselves or friends and neighbors from
govemment buycuts following the August 2007 flood may have heard about their possible uses.
"Federal Law requires tllet property acquired underthe Hazard Mitigation Grant kogram must be
forever dedicated and m*intained as open space. Consequently the anly structures csmffi$nities may
build on that property are those that are compatible with opea space." Open Sp*ee Adanagement,
October 1998. Although other open air possibilities, kiosks, etc. could be constructed, many uses of the
spaces are *green " thus the naming of thern by some as greenspaces. These have included wetiand
restarati*rq wildlife refuges, b,ird sancfuaries" environmental and ecological education centers, among
others. Because Minaesota Crty has only one such property (located across from the Post Office),
interest in the infonnation about opet spaces may be minimal, but some resideffs will watch with
interest the utilization of tke spnees in neighboring flocded &reas, especially where adjciaing praprties
permit larger projects. Although small *ompensation for lives altered by &e flood- nevertheless, the
projects may promote some positive imaging.

Riverway Student Yisits W*shington E.C. in Leadsrship Frogram

Rebekah Cranor, Riverway Leaming Community student, has been selected to study leadership and visit
moauments and sites in W'ashington D. C. from March 23 to March 28 as part of the People to Peopte
World Leadership Forum" Cranor was selected because of scholastic achievement civic involvement
and ieadership p*tentiai. In addition to well knowr sites, i*ciuding the GenrysburgNational Military
Pmk, the students will visitthe Inte*rati+nal Spy Mus*um and +ther places ta examine the United States
develcpment of programs to respond to both challenges and successes of the sountry. Sfudents rvill
examine how leaders "develop strategies, make decisions, build conseilsus, and foster change."
(Wineno Post, February 4)



Minnesots C*y Publie Mareh 12 Informati*n Meeting for Wastewater Treatment

Ia a public meetiug on Thursday evening, March 12 at 6:30 at Riverway teaming Community Auditoriurg 115

Iowa SBeet, the findings of theU ofMn survey and feasibility study will be presented. The decision to accept
or deeline the 51.27 million in grant morey &om the Mn Public Facilities au&ority will be discus*ed. Mayor
Doa OT.Ieill and the City Council will be present. The meeting will be conducted by Sheila Craig &om SE MN
W'astewater Initiative. Represcntatives frcm Bonestro $rhs sonductsd th* stu$y and have tlte wastewater

treatment options tc present as well as Doug Malchaw from the U of fuIn. \irill be pre$ent. A representative
from MPCA and several Vfinona County personnel have been invited. ?his meeting directly affects persons

who live srithin the city limits of Minnesota City. Decisioas are not related to Rollingstone Township issues or
annexed Goodview properties. Perssns interested in how this infcanadonlplanning may affeet tlrem *re
ancouraged to call Mayor Don O'Neill at 689-2016 or Cletk Leri Eonehovrer at $89-2344.

Drhres Galtagher Celehrates 95e Birthday on February 15

Lcngtime Minnesota City resident, Dolores Gallagher, celebrated her 95e birthday oa February 15. Utltil she

moved to Wiaona several years ago, Dolores aad her husband, Vemsrl lived oa the praperty earlier owned by
O.M. LorG a historic figure of the community, and they lived in the Lord house for 25 years before building
their own residence. During this time, they rented out rooms and provided meals for depot agerts and railroad
workers. The Gallaghers farmed about forly acres of land at first owning cattle, later renting out the land.
Dolores was a busy homemaker, * cfafter and reader. She tcld Riverway student$ in 2002, "I re*d a lot I
enjoy oookiag aadbaking and people coming in ftr coffse." The Gallaghers were active members af St.
Paul's parish in Minnesota City and of the public school" District 29. MCHA wishes Dolorss Gallagher good
heatth in the years ahead.

MCIIA sxpress€s symp*thy to:
I the family and ftiends ofDr. Sydney Hughes, a Minnessta Cify Historiml Association member Sydney

Hughes died at Commurity Memorial Hospital on February 21. He will be intensd in the Spring *t
V/oodlaw* Cemetery.

. the family and friends of Edward Kukowski, Denzer Road resident. Ed's interest in things historical
was well-known. He shared some of his gun }ore at the sesquicente,nnial celebration when he exhibited
part af his collection at St. Paul's Parish Hall. Mr. Kukowski died oa February 22, at St. Mary's
Hospital in Roelrester.

MCHA Thanks:

Marianne Mastenbrook for the exteasive index she has provided fot tlre archives for its lgl3 tr.vo volume
History of Winona County. This will provide easieraccess to information for researchers.

the several persons who sall or email regularly or oecasionally or wite ts aeknorvledge enjoyment of
individual items in the newsletter, sr the newsletter itself.
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Soar lYith the Eagles March l't-March 31't in Wabasha Kellogg Area

During the entire month of March, the National Eagle Center at Wabasha is cccperating with the Wabasha
Kellogg Chamber to present four weeks of examination of the eagle and of the area. The foci of the weeks are

T'ize Hunzun Llonnection, T'he I-'lWa1,, The Eag,le, and'flze River.Interested persons will find information on the
March calendar of the Wabasha Kellagg, , : ,-_r,",,-,-,, ,'
Information on t}re website is comprehensive-anything and everything about Wabasha and Kellogg related to
this nronth is included. The Eagle Center is open daily Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.rn. and Friday to
Sunday,9a.m. to 6 p.m.



Arborglyphs, Witness Trees, Be*ring Trces $ccupy
Important Role in Recording History

In exarnining old ahstracts of the areq "witress trees" are indicated as mm,kers of land boundaries'

Poems, stories, bafilefield descriptions, and *ow films, frequently include photos of sr reference to
these historic markers expanding their meaning in many different directions {many not directly
related to land).

As petrcglyphs are a rock record of histary, sa Arbarglyphs are tree rceords, a term *ew tc matry tree

lovers. Irnages, earved into treas, especially in Southeastem U.S., documented thern as Witness trees'

The carvings werelare the art forms of Cherokee Native Americans, soldiers, $ettl€rs, and other
travelers, sending messagss spanning the revolutionary war, the trail af tears, the war betwren the

sra*tes and up to the present day. Natural causes-rain, storms= elear-cutting--have removed most of
the important travel signs af routes and pcssession places from the remaining kees.

" Glyphs" most commonly recagnized now are the heart shaped "Jon loves Mary" type, inseribed by
young romantics.

Sditness trees have been an assist to understanding early land
distribution. They are sometimes proteeted by law, sometimes
have had markers added to them, giving direction to pmperty
boundaries. Witness trees were often lscated in the middle of forly
acre sections, and became the "sightingl'marks for describing and
surveying propsrty.

In addition to their legal use, the term has also been applied simply
tc very large or ysry old or very interesting trees, and users of the
term indicate that the tree has witnessed a long history of important
events. Many property swllers in rurel areas have narled a number
of'wihress kees; they became knawn by location or kee tyFe or
cvent to family aad &iends'--hence, "Sarah's plurn tree," "the big
oak by the end of the night pasfure,* "the walnut at the cabin," "the

cedarby the edge of the fi.eld," "the tree of six birches," and so on. A family history is recalled in
their naming. They witness human experience, but in the naming af them, one recognizes tJrat hurnans

have witnessed the tree's status also.

The FtS (Public Laads Survey) in the United States started in 1847 in Minnesota, but was clssed in
I908. At this time, the NIIIS { Natural Heritage Information Systemi , a section of Ecological
Services in the Division of Fish and Wildlife in the Minnesota Department ofNatural Resources
contains computerized records of the bearing trees at the section and quarter seetian surrrey quarters.

This group defines bearing trees as "a special kind of witness tree which the surveyors notched,
blazed, and scribed in s stsndard way to fasilitate the relocation of the suryey csmer should the
wsden c$rurer pcst cr ssrner stgne be lcst or mavd. Surveyars marked the "bearing" from the
comer and applied its narnes," Witrtess trees, according to the same soutrsE' is a broader term that
"includes trees that were marked on lines or near the corner, generdly wi&out the required distance
and bearing notes required of a true bearing tree.='{information on bearing trees from Minnesota
Departnent of Natwal Resources; http:l/files.dnr.state.mn.us/eeo/nhnrplbrgtnee.pdfwebsite)

Aayone who wishes to be a member of the Association
is invited to send $i5.00 ts MCHA, P O. Box 41, Minnesota City, MN, 55959.

All monies will be used to support Association goais.
Separate or adCitional donations may also be sent to the abave address.


