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Cultural differences and similarities 
 

Cultural Differences: 

1. Communication Styles: 

   - Example: In high-context cultures like Japan, much of the communication is implicit and relies on 

non-verbal cues, gestures, and shared cultural context. People may not express their thoughts 

explicitly, expecting others to understand through context. In contrast, low-context cultures like the 

United States value direct and explicit communication, where individuals may openly express their 

opinions and thoughts. 

2. Concept of Time: 

   - Example: In many Western cultures, time is often viewed as a commodity, and punctuality is highly 

valued. Meetings and appointments are expected to start and end at specific times. In contrast, some 

cultures, especially in parts of Africa or Latin America, may have a more relaxed attitude towards time, 

placing greater emphasis on relationships and the present moment rather than adhering strictly to 

schedules. 

 

Cultural Similarities: 

1. Family Values: 

   - Example: Across various cultures, the family unit is typically considered essential. The importance 

placed on family bonds, support, and the well-being of family members is a common thread. While 

specific customs and traditions may differ, the foundational value of family is often a shared aspect of 

many cultures worldwide. 

2. Celebration of Festivals: 

   - Example: Different cultures may have unique festivals and celebrations, but the idea of coming 

together to mark significant events is a universal aspect of human culture. Whether it's Thanksgiving in 

the United States, Diwali in India, or Chinese New Year in China, people across the globe engage in 

festive activities to celebrate and express joy, often involving shared meals, traditions, and rituals.  
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Example of Turkish Culture: Hospitality (Misafirperverlik) 

Hospitality is a deeply ingrained aspect of Turkish culture. Turks are renowned for their warm and 

welcoming nature towards guests, and hospitality holds great significance in social interactions. When 

someone enters a Turkish home, they are often treated with utmost respect and generosity. 

- Tea and Coffee Culture: Offering tea or coffee is a common practice when hosting guests. Turkish tea, 

served in small glasses, is a symbol of hospitality. It's not just about the beverage itself but also the 

time spent together, fostering conversation and connection. 

- Sharing Meals: Sharing food is a fundamental aspect of Turkish hospitality. Guests are often offered a 

variety of dishes, reflecting the rich culinary tradition of the country. Turkish cuisine is diverse, 

incorporating flavors from the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Mediterranean. 

- Warm Greetings: Turks are known for their warm greetings. It's common to exchange pleasantries 

and engage in friendly conversations. Hugs, kisses on the cheek, and strong handshakes are all part of 

the warm and welcoming gestures. 

- Respect for Elders: Respect for elders is a key value in Turkish culture. Younger individuals often show 

deference and seek guidance from their elders, and there's a strong sense of family and community.  

- Ceremonial Traditions: Turkish culture is rich in ceremonial traditions, from weddings to religious 

celebrations. These events are often marked by music, dance, and colorful attire, reflecting the 

vibrancy of Turkish culture. 

This emphasis on hospitality is deeply rooted in Turkish history and has become an integral part of 

social interactions, making visitors feel valued and respected.  

 

VOCABULARY  

1. Hospitality: The friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers.  

2. Culinary: Relating to the practice of cooking or the art and science of cooking.  

3. Diverse: Showing a great deal of variety; very different. 

4. Deference: Humble submission and respect. 

5. Vibrancy: Full of energy and enthusiasm; lively. 

6. Pleasantries: Polite conversation or remarks exchanged in meeting or greeting.  

7. Ceremonial: Relating to or used for formal events of a religious or public nature.  

8. Ingrained: Firmly fixed or established, especially as a habit, belief, or attitude.  

9. Symbol: A thing that represents or stands for something else, especially a material object 

representing something abstract. 
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Questions you might ask to learn more about specific cultures: 

Cuisine: 

   - What are some traditional dishes that are representative of your culture? 

   - How is food typically enjoyed in your culture, and are there any specific dining customs? 

Family Dynamics: 

   - How is the concept of family valued and expressed in your culture? 

   - Are there specific roles or customs related to family structure that are important? 

Language and Communication: 

   - What languages are spoken in your culture? 

   - Are there unique non-verbal communication or gestures in your culture? 

Religious Practices: 

   - What are the dominant religions in your culture, and how do people typically practice their faith? 

   - Are there specific religious ceremonies or traditions that are widely observed? 

Cultural Etiquette: 

   - What are some important cultural norms or etiquettes that visitors should be aware of when 

interacting with people from your culture? 

   - How is respect typically shown in your culture, especially in formal or informal settings? 

Traditional Practices and Beliefs: 

    - Are there any traditional practices that are still followed in your culture today? 
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