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HOW SPECIAL ARE TOTAL 
 SOLAR ECLIPSES? 

Besides being incredibly already rare in frequency, several decades can pass before another total eclipse
 visits the same location. In New Brunswick´s example, the last Total Solar Eclipse was in 1972 and even
back then it only visited a small portion of the northeast corner of the province.

The real reason is the visceral experience you ĺl live as the Moon begins to journey across the face of the Sun. 
Slowly the sky begins to dim, and as they both begin to align almost perfectly, you don’t just notice almost
night-like darkness but the temperature cooling as well. The wildlife begins to act as if it is nightfall, including
total silence from usually vocal animals like birds, an obvious sign that something amazing is happening.



For avid astronomers, astrophotographers, photographers, 
the opportunity to capture the three sequences of the totality.

It begins from the corona (diamond ring), then Bailey´s beads
to the �nal corona which is the only time you can see with
your own eyes the Sun´s most outwardly layer. 

The sun´s atmosphere has a ring of white to the yellow haze 
around the edge of the Moon and the expected time of totality
will be around 2 minutes.

What an amazing experience you´ll remember for the rest of 
your life and most a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!



When the great complete solar eclipse visits New Brunswick on April 8th, 2024, it will have been more than 
52 years since the previous complete solar eclipse visited our province. Back in 1972 it only passed through a
small portion of the province coming across the picturesque Acadian Peninsula in the Northeastern section 
of the province. The eclipse will be by all accounts the most special celestial event in Eastern Canada, if not, 
all of Canada. It will cross from West to East nearly in the central region of New Brunswick
as this presents a very accessible event as most people will be fewer than 60 minutes from the path of totality.
Thusmaking New Brunswick the most attractive jurisdiction in all of Canada for this important
once-in-a-lifetime celestial event for most people!



Doaktown is a beautiful rural community in central New Brunswick
along the upper valley of the powerful and beautiful Miramichi River.
It provides the perfect location as it will sit within a handful
of kilometers from the centre of the path of totality
of the complete solar eclipse path. The area is sought
by avid eclipse chasers from around the world, avid
amateur and professional astronomers, and
photographers to observe and capture that so
rare moment.

Where, the eclipse reaches its corona which is
when the Moon completely covers the disc of the          
Sun just allowing that so very magni�cent halo of
light all around the edge of the cosmic embrace
both discs share for several seconds. This presents
the climax of the entire process that progresses in a
little  more than a couple of hours. Doaktown´s real
strength does not only rely on its fortuitous location on
the map as one of´New Brunswick´s most famed regions with
its beautiful nature.



Its people and its business community and 
amenities make it the ;natural choice for us
to plan and create  the best eclipse 
adventure package in all of Canada.

We will cater to a niche market targeting
national and international eclipse chasers,
accomplished astronomers, and 
photographers. 

Find why our offering is perfect for you, for
the once-in-a-lifetime chance to enjoy the
great total solar eclipse of 2024
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RETREAT ACCOMMODATIONS 

We are partnering with Storeytown Cottages andthe Ledges Inn
to bring you the event from their properties, with amazing views
and access to the Miramichi River

Storeytown Cottages is a campus of rustically beautiful and cozy
cottages and cabin suites that feature standard and deluxe
amenities hot tubs, �repits, and Starlink Internet.

Besides these great accommodations, their private property will 
serve as the base for most of the sky and nature observation
activities. You´ll also get to experience the bird and wildlife
reactions to the complete eclipse.
 



Doaktown is a beautiful rural community in central New Brunswick
along the upper valley of the powerful and beautiful Miramichi River.
It provides the perfect location as it will sit within a handful
of kilometers from the centre of the path of totality
of the complete solar eclipse path. The area is sought
by avid eclipse chasers from around the world, avid
amateur and professional astronomers, and
photographers to observe and capture that so
rare moment.

Where, the eclipse reaches its corona which is
when the Moon completely covers the disc of the          
Sun just allowing that so very magni�cent halo of
light all around the edge of the cosmic embrace
both discs share for several seconds. This presents
the climax of the entire process that progresses in a
little  more than a couple of hours. Doaktown´s real
strength does not only rely on its fortuitous location on
the map as one of´New Brunswick´s most famed regions with
its beautiful nature.

For the adventurer who feels more at home in a
more contemporary setting, the Ledges Inn is your
perfect choice. It will also serve as the venue for
most meals and entertainment activities. The Inn
contains ten rooms and is located near the centre
of town and overlooks the Miramichi River
from the south shore.”. 

 Now that we´ve covered where you´ll lay
your head and eat and play let´s dive into the play
aspects with the amazing and informative speakers
and presentations we´ve lined up for you.



We have built an agenda designed to keep you busy 
and inspire your creative thinking. In addition to all the
astronomy events, we ve enlisted presenters that will
discuss birds and wildlife and will take you on a birding
excursion.

At night we will have some of  eastern Canada´´s most
pro�cient and avid astronomers, who will provide
some amazing stargazing in the amazing dark skies of
CentralNew Brunswick with several high-end telescopes.
We also have some great photography topics planned as
well as several cameras,astronomy, and Astrophotography
equipment, and product demonstrations



You´ll be provided with a culinary experience that will impress your gourmet taste buds

with nutritious and locally sourced ingredients from Atlantic Canada. Every evening

supper will consist of three-course meals paired with wine and craft beverages to

create the most satisfying gastronomical experience.

 

All your breakfast and lunches will provide a wide selection of choices from the healthy

eater to the health-conscious eater. Attention and care will be provided to any dietary

restrictions, food requirements, allergies, and sensitivities. You´ll be able to pick your

options in the days leading up to the event.

Your accommodations will include a snack basket upon your arrival.

We ve also partnered up with wine and beverage partners to provide the perfect

accompaniments whether with your meals or for a socializing by the �replace.

ALL-INCLUSIVE MEALS
SNACKS & REFRESHMENTS 



OUR PACKAGES 

Packages include: 

- Two-and-a-half days of activities
- Presentations
- Accommodations
- Morning Yoga with Susan Zurawski
-  Star party ( weather permitting)    
- All meals.

As a thank you for choosing Sky Experience 2024 , you
will also receive a “swag bag” upon arrival.



The Storeytown Cottages Package Options Located

 just minutes outside of Doaktown, Storeytown Cottages

is a wildlife and nature small cottage resort popular with

outdoor adventurers of any season to take advantage of the

powerful Miramichi River for �shing, kayaking, tubing, & . 

other seasonal activities drive sport and hobby enthusiasts

to this tourism destination from snowmobilers more.

COTTAGE #2 
The River Hut is a two-bedroom with Queen 

beds, a full bathroom, and an open space
 full kitchen, dining, and living room complete

with a wood stove and beautiful deck 
overlooking the river banks of the Miramichi

River. Book as a group of 4 
(2 double occupancies) for $3,000 or 

$1,500/couple. Double occupancy
 (1 queen bed bedroom) for $1,600/couple

Single occupancy for $1,200

The Hilltop is a two-bedroom with Queen
beds, a full bathroom, and an open space

full kitchen, dining, and living room complete
with wood stove and its very own hot tub.

Book as a group of 6 (3 double occupancies)
for $3,600 or $1,800/couple.

Double occupancy (1 queen bed bedroom)
for $1,900/couple

Single occupancy for $1,400

ONE ROOM SOLD

COTTAGE #1 

KITCHENETTE
SUITES (4) 

Four individual suites are available at the main
building that also houses a communal hot tub
offering the perfect hotel-style option for the

adventurers who enjoy the simple but
comfortable setting these suites to offer. Each 
suite has a full bathroom, a kitchenette area, a

small table with chairs, LCD TV, a coffee maker,
a pull-out couch, and a Queen bed. Book for

$1,500 for double occupancy or 
$1,500 for single occupancy.

COTTAGE #3 
The Big Oak is a large three-bedroom cottage

with a hot tub  a queen and a double
bed in each bedroom. It has two full bathrooms

 The main living area offers a big open space
full kitchen, dining, & living room complete with
a wood stove deck overlooking the river banks
Book as a group of 6 (3 double occupancies)

for $4,650 or $1,550/couple.Double occupancy 
(1 queen bed bedroom) or $1,700/couple. 

$1,850 for the Big Oak Suite.
Single occupancy for $1,400

COTTAGE #4 
The Acorn Lodge is a large three-bedroom
cottage with a queen and a double bed in
each bedroom. It has two full bathrooms.

The main living area offers a big open space
full kitchen, dining, and living room complete

with a wood stove and beautiful deck
overlooking the river . Book as a group of 6 

(3 double occupancies) for $4,200 or 
$1,200/couple. Double occupancy

(1 queen bed bedroom) for $1,500/couple.
Single occupancy for $1,250 ONLY ONE LEFT



ROOM #10 on the lower level of the second building

 is a large room with a queen bed. 

$1,400 doubleoccupancy

$1,100 single occupancy

-The second building also houses our boardroom.

ROOM #4 on the lower level has a king-size bed 

and a ground-level walk-out. 

$1,400 double

$1,100 single occupancy

ROOM #5 A large, stunning room on the lower level

 of the main lodge, featuring a California king size bed 

and windows on three sides of the room, as well as an 

outside entrance on the river side. You can lie in bed and

 watch the river �ow past your windows! Also features

 its own full private bath. $1,700 double occupancy 

$1,300 single occupancy

ROOM #6 on the lower level is a queen size room.

This building also houses most of the common

areas (the great room, dining room, and loft).

$1,400 double occupancy

$1,200 single occupancy

ROOM #1 is on the upper level. Both have queen 

beds,  balconies, and a �replace.  

$1,700 double occupancy

 $1,300 single occupancy

ROOM #2 is on the upper level. Both have queen

beds, balconies, and a �replace. 

$1,700 double occupancy

 $1,300 single occupancy

ROOM #3 on the main level is our smallest room, 

with a double bed and a balcony.  It is also

our most accessible room as there are no stairs. 

$1,400 double occupancy

 $1,000 single occupancy

BUILDING 1
ROOM #7 is a large room on the upper 

level  with two queen beds & a balcony. They also 

have  an outside entrance.

 $1,500 double occupancy or

 $2,000 quad occupancy

ROOM #8is a large room on the upper level with two

 queen beds, private bath, �replace and a balcony. 

They also have an outside entrance.$1,700 double

 occupancy or $2,400 quad occupancy

BUILDING 2

ROOM #10Our �nal double room, located at
the far end of the second building. Offering
two queen sized beds, propane �replace, full
private bath, and a rear balcony with a river
view. . $1,700 double occupancy or $2,400
quad occupancy.
.

ROOM #9 is a large room on the upper level with two

 queen beds, private bath, �replace and a balcony. 

They also have an outside entrance.$1,700 double

 occupancy or $2,400 quad occupancy

ROOM #11is in the second building and has a
queen bed, balcony, and a �replace. $1,700 
double occupancy or $1,400 single occupancy.



OUR SPEAKERS: RICHARD ZURAWSKI

Richard Zurawski has a weekly science question and answer show on Q104 (radio)
in Halifax (Q-Files). And has previously been an on-air meteorologist and science reporter
for the CBC, CTV, GlobalTV, and Rogers Media.

He was an elected HRM (Halifax Regional Municipality) Councillor for District 12 & served
for four years (2016-2020). He also had the role of the Green Renewal Critic the Green
Party of Canada shadow cabinet.

He is in the �nal stages of my PhD at MSVU, specializing in Climate Change and 
the media. He also has a B.Sc in physics and an M.A. (Research) in education. He lectured+
at Saint Mary’s University and Mount Saint Vincent University from 2011-2017.

As a documentary �lm maker Richard has produced, written and hosted numerous
science and history documentaries, broadcast domestically and abroad. He has 
syndicated three children’s television series, Wonder Why?, The Adventures of the
AfterMath Crew and WiseWeatherWhys.

He has published four books, the �rst about Maritime weather, the second about climate
change, the third about the media in science, and his fourth, The Science Files - Questions
and Answers From A to Z is based on the questions and answers of his on-air listeners.
His work to promote science and learning on all levels was rewarded in November of 2013
with the Discovery Centre’s Science Champion Award.



OUR SPEAKERS: TREVOR JONES

Trevor Jones is a full-time astrophotographer and content creator sharing his 
10+ years of knowledge and experience on his resource-sharing
platform, AstroBackyard. With a background in graphic design and marketing,
his videos reach nearly half a million YouTube subscribers, providing learners with
equipment options, image acquisition tools, and advanced image processing
techniques. Trevor’s involvement in astrophotography extends to the greater
community as a photography contest judge, dark-sky advocate, and public speaker.
He is especially passionate about making this hobby more accessible (and fun) to
those who are new to their astro journey.

Presentation : An Introduction to Deep-sky Astrophotography:
Trevor Jones, from AstroBackyard, will describe his process of photographing
stunning deep-sky objects, like galaxies and nebulae, from his own backyard. 
From building a beginner-level astrophotography kit to image processing tips and 
tricks, this presentation will open your eyes to what is now possible using amateur 
equipment. His simplistic approach will help you avoid the frustration & confusion
many astrophotography beginners face, and set you on a path to success.



OUR SPEAKERS: ASHLEY NORTHCOTTE

Ashley Northcotte is a geographer, educator and communication professional
who has worked in education, technology, and the government sector as an
environmental advocate. Over her career, Ashley has been committed to driving
environmental protection through communication plans, education campaigns
and public outreach. In her current role as a STEM communicator, Ashley focuses
on making astrophotography and astronomy more accessible and inclusive
through digital media. As a Dark-sky Advocate/Delegate with the International
Dark-Sky Association, Ashley spreads awareness about the negative and harmful
environmental impacts of light pollution to drive local and global change.

Presentation: Light Pollution is Getting Worse. We Can do Better. 
Arti�cial light from urban areas continues to threaten the human experience of 
viewing an unspoiled night sky full of stars. But losing our ancient connection to 
the stars is just one part of a much larger problem. An increase in light pollution
worldwidehas long-lasting damaging effects on nature, humans, and the
environment. Learn how we can largely reverse these negative effects by taking
simple actions so future generations don’t pay for our mistakes.



OUR SPEAKERS: 

Have you ever wondered what kind of sparrow that is? Or that there are different  types of gulls?
What sings that song in themorning?  Join Naturalists, Rob and Lisa Ann Fanning on a  casual bird walk
 as we look for resident species and early returning migrants.  They will also assist with observations
during the eclipse.

ROB & LISA ANN FANNING

Rob Fanning is a life-long resident of New Jersey, and has been birding since the age of 10 He has lead 
trips for various organizations throughout New Jersey for over 20 years and is a full time environmental
specialist with the County Park System. He has traveled extensively for birding to such locations as
Arizona, Texas, Belize, Costa Rica, Ecuador & Puerto Rico. His world life list is around 1250 different 
species of birds. He also enjoys other aspects of the natural world, such as Dragon�ies, Butter�ies & Moths. 
He holds his Explore the Universe Certi�cate from the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.

Lisa Ann Fanning was born in New York City, and has lived in Massachusetts before settling down in
New Jersey. She has been birding for over 13 years, but appreciated the natural world long before that.
With a strong interest in Marine Sciences, she gravitated toward helping monitor endangered shorebirds
at the Jersey Shore and is a naturalist for the American Littoral Society. She is an amateur astronomer
who prides herself on inspiring new astronomers and the curious to “Look Up!” as part of her 
“Lisa’s Look Up!” Facebook page. She is the newsletter editor for RASC Halifax’s Nova Notes and
currently holds observing certi�cates for Explore the Universe and Explore the Moon. She has appeared
on the Sunday Night Astronomy Show and various other programs talking about the connection
between the animal/ avian world and astronomy.
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PAYMENT PLAN 

Cliff Valley Astronomy has an affordable payment plan:

- 40% at the time of booking
- 30% on July 1st, 2023
- 30% on February 1st, 2024

Waiting List

If Experience 2024 sees all its packages sold by May 31st, 
a waiting list will be offered with a deposit of $250 required but
100% refundable if no cancellations create open available 
vacancies.

Cancellation policy and late cancellation penalties:

- Cancellation by September 1st, 2023 = 100% refund
- Cancellation by November 30th = 75% refund
- Cancellation after February 1st = 50% refund



SKY EXPERIENCE 2024
NEW BRUNSWICK ECLIPSE RETREAT

April 7- 9th, 2024 - Doaktown, New Brunswick CANADA
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www.cliffvalleyastronomy.com

cliffvalleyastronomy@gmail.com

 @cliffvalleyastronomy
+ 1 (506) 607 2429

operations@exagroup.ca
@exagroupcanada

+1 (289) 834 3099

www.exagroup.ca

EVENT ORGANIZERS

Cliff Valley Astronomy is a start-up specializing in creating 
astronomy experiences, events and astrotourism destinations
promotion for stargazers of all levels. Our corporate mission is

to Make Memories Out of This World!
We offer numerous services such as Private Star Parties, 

Corporate Events, Consultation Services on Astrotourism, promotion
 of Dark-sky Destination Partners and production of

special events. Our innovative company constantly seeks 
tourism partners, clients, new hires, franchisees and opportunities

to improve your bottom line by making people look up. As good corporate
citizens, we partner with non-pro�t organizations by donating our services

and prizes to raise funds and donating a portion of our pro�ts annually.

EXA Group Canada is a research and development company focused on sustainability and 

regeneration of rural, indigenous and remote communities for economic growth and

development opportunities, with tourism as a tool for sustainable development and regeneration.

The startup operates in the public and private sector, presenting solutions for communities and 

companies. EXA Group Canada creates engagement and partnerships to promote innovation

and technology and develops events and opportunities to advance education and knowledge

 about tourism, sustainability and rural development.


