[image: image1.jpg]hfﬁ Da Evangelical Lutheran

‘.‘\: ',;' Church in America
God's work. Our hands.




[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.png]Church staff

Michael Buller
Pasior

3203779468
pastormbuller@gmal. com

Aan Hanson

Secretary

3202642623
kerkhoenlitheran@gmai. com

Mariah Rudningen
Musican

Alson Neson
Musican

Steve Sokuski, Custodian

Church Executive Council

Ted Almen
President

Scot tieness
Vice President

EricRudningen
Treasurer

Beth Carson
Counci Secretary




[image: image12.png]<>




[image: image13.jpg]



So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith. See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised--only that they make not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. May I never boas of anything expect the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! Galatians 6:10-15
The Apostle Paul was a passionate man. His heart was set ablaze by the Spirit, and this above reading is by far one of the better examples. Most often Paul would dictate his messages. Yet, in this letter to the church is Galatia, Paul decided it was important he write his own words to emphasize their relevance, “See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand!”

But why? Why was this particular point so important to Paul that he needed to write it with his own hand? 

Very early on in the life of Christ’s church, two groups emerged: the circumcised and the uncircumcised. Essentially, folks who were born into the church and those who were not. Those who were born into the faith, which at that time was called “The Way”, were most often born to a Jewish family who confessed that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. Those who were not born into the church, most often were converts to the faith, and were not Jewish (Gentile) and therefore were uncircumcised, which was an exclusively Jewish custom.

Paul, who was Jewish, saw these two groups as determinantal to the future of Christ’s church. He fervently fought against the human tendency to created distinctions between “Us” and “Them”. And argued for a people who transcend pithy divisions and simply “work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.” 

But he doesn’t end there. He points out the hypocrisy of the self-righteous, “It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised.” Which is to say, conform to our way of living. But Paul isn’t done yet, “Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh.” Which is to say, be like us so you fail just like we already failed.

It's important to point out here, both of these groups are made up of believers. They both confess to be followers of The Way. Yet, by disagreeing over who is worthy and who is not yet worthy, the whole point of the gospel is lost. It’s Christ and Christ alone who makes us worthy, no one else.

Friends, if we desire to be relevant, if we want to see our shared ministry be a success, if Jesus is our Lord and Messiah, then we must walk the talk. It is very easy to say we believe; it is very difficult to live in faith as we have been called to live. Our calling is to love our neighbor like Christ so loved the world.

So then, whenever we have an opportunity, work for the good of all, and especially for those who follow the way of Christ Jesus.

Sincerely, 

Pastor Michael
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Bishop Eaton issues pastoral message on SCOTUS ruling regarding Roe v. Wade

6/24/2022 12:25:00 PM
​Dear church, 

Whatever personal perspective one might take on the June 24 abortion ruling from the Supreme Court, it is the legal framework in which we now minister, and I wish to speak a pastoral word at this time.

The Supreme Court has voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, removing federal constitutional protection for safe and legal abortion and leaving decisions about abortion law largely to the states. As a result, safe and legal abortion will likely not be accessible in every state. This church's 1991 social statement Abortion argues that "the number of induced abortions is a source of deep concern" but teaches that the practice should be legal (pp. 3, 9-10). In other words, "Laws should be enacted and enforced justly for the preservation and enhancement of life, and should avoid unduly encumbering or endangering the lives of women" (p. 9). Overturning Roe v. Wade and placing decisions about abortion regulation at the state level encumbers and endangers the lives of all persons who need to make decisions about unexpected pregnancies.

First, as a pastor of this church, I want to acknowledge that this decision affects many people, especially those whose pregnancies unfold in complex situations and the people who love them. Many now find their moral agency restricted because federal law no longer guarantees access to legal and safe abortion. They already face difficult moral questions, and the Supreme Court decision only adds to their anguish. As our social statement reminds us, we have both the freedom and the obligation to serve neighbors in complex situations. As a church, we are called at this moment to recognize and spiritually support people who are struggling with decisions around pregnancy. 

Second, as presiding bishop, I want to remind this church that, despite this new legal landscape, we continue to depend on our social teaching for guidance. Our social statement provides the moral framework for our church's communal discernment and ministry, holding in tension both the strong Christian presumption to preserve and protect all life as well as the complex moral situations in which pregnancy sometimes occurs. Our social teaching is complex and does not hew to clear categories or labels such as "pro-abortion" or "anti-abortion." 

That complexity is reflected in several points. The statement recognizes that pregnant persons have moral agency; they are the ones to make decisions about a pregnancy (see pp. 5-6). This church and its ministers trust them to decide but expect them to make such decisions in relationship—with God, self, partner, family, ministers and others.

I also want to underscore for the whole body of Christ the statement's exhortation "that those who counsel persons faced with unintended pregnancies respect how deeply the woman's pregnancy involves her whole person—body, mind and spirit—in relation to all the commitments that comprise her stewardship of life" (p. 5).

Further, our church teaching holds that there are no exclusive rights in pregnancy. A pregnant person does not have an exclusive right to abort a fetus at all points during the pregnancy. A developing life does not have an exclusive right to be born (p. 2). This church does not support abortion as a normative form of birth control but rather understands it as necessary in some morally responsible circumstances. This church does not condone late-term abortions except in extreme circumstances, which must be determined by the individual with their medical caregivers (p. 7). 

This church acknowledges that individuals and religious traditions hold divergent viewpoints over when life begins. These divergent views are not only scientific but also biblical and cultural. The ELCA social statement acknowledges these ethical ambiguities and states that "the closer the life in the womb comes to full term the more serious such [moral] issues become." (p. 7).

As we live into this new legal framework, we can respond to and minister in the current situation, for instance, by ministering to individuals who seek abortions; advocating for laws that provide free or affordable health care, child care and education; providing and promoting sex education; continuing to be a community of discernment where thoughtful and diverse perspectives can be shared and heard; and advocating for state laws that provide legal, safe and affordable abortions, and against legislation that would outlaw abortion in all circumstances (p. 9). 

Finally, I wish to remind everyone that this church supports peaceful means of expression within a diverse society. Peaceful protest is a crucial element of civic engagement; violent protest is not, and this church reproves it. Likewise, this church is on record against hate speech. Let us be instruments for peace where there is none. Let us listen to one another. Let us serve the needs of neighbors in all the complexities life presents. God calls us to be for others, just as God in Christ is for us.

In Christ,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Kerkhoven Lutheran Church Council Meeting
The KLC Church Council is not scheduled to meet during the month of July.  Church boards are encouraged to continue to communicate and conduct business as needed.  The next scheduled meeting of the KLC Church Council will be August 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
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	June 2022
	YTD 

	Actual Expenses
	$12,097.28
	$79328

	Actual Income
	$22,586.18*
	$92,370

	Budgeted Incomed
	$12,340( $3,084 per week)
	$77,467


*This income total includes $13,632.14 received from insurance company due to flooding damages caused by sump pump failure in the parsonage.  The repairs will be paid for once they are completed.  

Thank You:  The KLC Board of Stewardship and Finance would like to thank everyone for their ongoing generosity with their offerings and donations to the ministry of our church.  
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Between 01/01/2022 and 06/30/2022

INCOME CATEGORIES

Printed: 06/29/2022

Category YTD Budget Received YTD Difference  Annual Budget Difference
BLDG. INC. 0 0 0 0 0
CHRISTMAS INC. 0 0 0 0 0
EASTER INC. 0 3,097 3,097 0 3,097
HUNGER INC. 0 0 0 0 0
INTEREST INC. 0 0 0 0 0
LENT INC. 0 3,049 3,049 0 3,049
MEMORIALS INC. 0 895 895 0 895
MFAD INC. 0 285 285 0 285
MISC. INC. 0 21,784 21,784 0 21,784
SUNDAY SCHOOL INC. 0 12 12 0 12
THANKSGIVING INC. 0 0 0 0 0
WORSHIP INC. 0 61,869 61,869 0 61,869
BACKPACK FUND INC. 0 1,379 1,379 0 1,379
Income Categories Total 0 92,370 92,370 0 92,370
EXPENSE CATEGORIES

Category YTD Budget Spent  YTD Difference  Annual Budget Difference
AUTO EXP. 1,100 500 -600 2,200 -1,700
BUILDING INSURANCE 2,750 2,874 124 5,500 -2,626
EXP.

CAMPER SCHOLARSHIPS 75 75 0 150 -75
CHURCH UPKEEP EXP. 1,500 527 -973 3,000 -2,473
CHURCH UTILITIES EXP. 4,500 6,029 1,529 9,000 -2,971
CONFERENCE DUES 0 0 0 0 0
CONVENTION EXP. 250 0 -250 500 -500
CUSTODIAN 3,900 3,900 0 7,800 -3,900
GREEN LAKE BIBLE CAMP 0 0 0 0 0
DUES

FSA CONTRIBUTIONS 0 0 0 0 0
CONTINUING ED. EXP. 500 0 -500 1,000 -1,000
HUNGER EXP. 0 0 0 0 0
INS. BENEFITS EXP. 6,500 5,148 -1,352 13,000 7,852
LOCAL BENEVOLENCE 125 228 103 250 -22
EXP.

Kerkhoven Lutheran Church
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MEMORIALS DON. 0 0 0 0 0
MFAD DON. 0 0 0 0 0
MISC. EXP. 1,500 4,651 3151 3,000 1,651
OFFICE SUP. EXP. 1,250 2,690 1,440 2,500 190
MUSICIAN 2,600 2,600 0 5,200 -2,600
PARS. UTIL. EXP. 2,750 2,396 -354 5,500 -3,104
PARS. UPKP. EXP. 1,000 159 -841 2,000 -1,841
PASTOR'S SOCIAL 1,745 1,745 0 3,490 1,745
SECURITY

PENSION EXP. 3,264 2,868 -396 6,528 -3,660
SALARY EXP. 22,806 20,305 -2,501 45,611 -25,306
SECRETARY - NET SALARY 9,465 7,348 -2,117 18,930 -11,582
SERVICE SUPPLY EXP. 1,000 951 -49 2,000 -1,049
SOC. SEC. & WITHHOLDING 2,250 3,141 891 4,500 -1,359
SS/VBS/CONFIRMATION 1,500 841 -659 3,000 -2,159
EXP.

SYNOD BENEVOLENCE 0 0 0 0 0
EXP.

VISITING PASTOR EXP. 75 150 75 150 0
WORK COMP EXP. 650 0 -650 1,300 -1,300
PROFESSIONAL EXP. 375 73 -302 750 -677
CELL PHONE EXP. 720 160 -560 1,440 -1,280
RETIREE SUPPORT 98 0 -98 196 -196
SURVIVORS BENEFIT 229 258 29 457 -199
DISABILITY INS. EXP. 490 369 -121 980 -611
MEMORIALS EXP. 0 0 0 0 0
BACKPACK FUND EXP. 0 5,146 5,146 0 5,146
FURNISHING ALLOWANCE 2,500 2,500 0 5,000 -2,500
PARSONAGE REMODEL 0 1,696 1,696 0 1,696
LOAN EXP.

Pretax Retirement 0 0 0 0 0
Contribution

Expense Categories Total 77,467 79,328 1,861 154,932 -75,604
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We continue to organize and update the education areas and are getting excited for the child and adult fall classes to begin in September. The Little Library has been built and is also nearing being used. Watch the bulletin for when it will be out and available for all. [image: image14.png]



If you'd like to learn more about how to get involved in Youth and/or Adult Christian Education for next fall please contact any of the board members. 

	Kerkhoven Lutheran Church Sunday School
2022-2023 School Year Calendar

	September 11, 2022
	Rally Sunday - First day of Sunday School

	October 23, 2022
	No Sunday School - Fall Break

	November 27, 2022
	No Sunday School - Thanksgiving Break

	December 11, 2022
	Christmas Program

	December 18, 2022
	Christmas Party (contingent program date)

	December 25, 2022
	No Sunday School - Christmas Break

	January 1, 2023
	No Sunday School - New Year Break

	January 15, 2023
	No Sunday School - MLK Day Break

	February 19, 2023
	No Sunday School - Presidents Day Break

	April 9, 2023
	No Sunday School - Easter Break

	May 21, 2023
	Last Day of Sunday School


Pastor Michael Buller: 320-377-9466

Cindy Clasen: 612-747-2878

Amber Doering: 320-295-6762

Jaci Hennes: 320-220-5232

Shelly Lottman: 320-212-0858

Jesse Nelson: 320-905-5730

Kristin Stivers: 952-693-6381

Chris Wenisch: 320-248-6277

Melanie Wirth: 612-670-6719

Where Has Flat Jesus Been
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So far we have not had many reports of where Flat Jesus has been going.  We thank Amber, Cora and Georgia Doering for bringing Flat Jesus to help prepare for Memorial Day at Hillside Cemetery.  As you bring Flat Jesus with you remember to send back pictures to the church so that we can post them and you will have an opportunity to win prize on Rally Sunday.
In September, on Rally Sunday, we will vote and give prizes for things like: Farthest Distance, Best Outfit, Selfies with Most People, Best Summer Vibe, Most Photos taken, Most Guest Appearances

You can find your kit on the Table by Ann’s office. 
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Thank you!
2022 Community Vacation Bible School
Thanks to the 65 people who helped with the 15th Annual Community Vacation Bible School “Monumental, Celebrating God’s Greatness!” at Salem in Pennock from June 6 - 10, 2022.  Thanks to Salem Covenant Church for hosting this event.  There were 120 children who attended VBS.  

Thanks to all the VBS committee members.  Also, thanks to all the volunteers of: Bible lessons, crew leaders, music, registration, crafts, games, nursery, snacks, KidVid, media/technology, and train rides.  Also, thank you to the people who donated food and craft and game supplies.  Thanks to the decorators who transformed the church into the Monumental theme and those who helped clean up afterwards.   

Thanks to the VBS kids who gave $1,304.25 and parents and grandparents who added $419.00 at the Friday night program, totaling $1,723.25 for this year’s mission project for the “Joni & Friends Family Retreat”. This is a ministry of Joni Eareckson Tada. What is unique about this retreat is that it is tailored for families who have children with special needs. Parents find a measure of freedom, refreshment, and camaraderie that is life giving to these 24/7 caregivers. This retreat takes place here in Minnesota up in Detroit Lakes. 
Thank you to the following generous donors:  Target - $25 gift card, Cash Wise - $25 gift card, Cub Foods - $50 gift card, Sherrie’s Café - 6 gallons of pudding, Lamecker’s General Store - 100 bananas and boxes of graham crackers, and Dollar General - $35.00 for pool noodles and miscellaneous other items for games.  Thank you to the Kerkhoven Lions for donating the train for the youth to ride on each day of VBS.  Thank you to Rustad’s Bus Service for providing the bus and driver to bring youth from Bethel Church to Salem Covenant Church and back each evening.

Community VBS is sponsored by the KMS Ministerial.  KMS Ministerial is a non-denominational association of churches.  The churches involved in this year’s VBS include Bethel-Kerkhoven, Evangelical Free-Kerkhoven, Kerkhoven Lutheran and Salem Covenant-rural Pennock.
Thank you!  

Community VBS Committee 
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There will be no Sunday Worship Service on Sunday, July 31,2022.  KLC members are encouraged to take part in the Community worship service that will be held at the Lion’s Shelter in Pillsbury Park.  All non-designated offerings given there will be donated to the KMS ministerial.  If you would like to have your offering to support the ministry here at KLC please designate it in the memo area of your check or use a KLC envelope that are available here at the church.
Youth and volunteers who attended the Community VBS are invited to sing at the 10:00 a.m. community church service on Sunday, July 31 at Pillsbury Park.   Be sure to wear your VBS t-shirt.
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Mark Your Calendar
KLC Luther League is planning an intergenerational outing to the Twins game, Sunday, August 7.  Cost will include tickets to the 1:10 pm, bus ride, and a sack lunch.  Plan is to leave following worship service.  Watch bulletins, KLC website, and KLC Facebook page for updates and additional information.
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WELCA Calendar of Events – July

There is no board meeting planned for July.  We are trying to decide on a WELCA bus trip during July.  As of now we have do not have plans in place for a destination or date. Watch upcoming bulletins, the KLC website and the church Facebook page for updates on a trip and destination.



Just a reminder during the summer month the Luther does not serve the treats for our coffee fellowship after our worship service.  KLC members, both male and female and/or groups are encouraged to sign up to bring treats for one of these Sunday’s.  There is a sign up sheet in the kitchen to indicate the Sunday you would like to provide treats and serve the coffee.  

Have You Purchased Your Cow Pie Bingo Tickets Yet?
Cow Pie Bingo tickets are now being sold from some KLC members, members of the KLC Executive Board and Church Council, Kris Wagner, Loretta Falk, and Tom Baker.  They will also be available for sale in the church office. This event takes place on Saturday, July 30, 2022, 5:00 – 6:00 pm in Pillsbury Park during the Kerkhoven Town and Country Days.  400 tickets are being sold for $20 per ticket.  Grand prize is $1,000 cash and there are 8 2nd place winners.  Must not be present to win.  Must be 18 or older.
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JULY
Many people remember people’s birthdays, but we also need to remember the day of our spiritual birth, our baptismal day.  If your baptism is not listed below, and you know you were baptized in July please give the office a call and we will update our church records.  Also please take note of who was baptized during this month and wish them a happy baptismal day.

	Caleb Grothe – 1st 
	Rob Carlson -9th 
	Emily Holtkamp – 17th

	Phyllis Meyer – 2nd 
	Kyle Meyer – 11th 
	Jenna Timmons – 17th 

	Mariah Rudningen – 4th 
	Judy Halverson -13th 
	Hayden Larson – 18th

	Tiffany Collins – 4th 
	Grant Krieger – 15th 
	Landon Henry – 19th

	Ava Miller – 5th 
	Mattea Brendemuehl – 15th 
	Blake Lundberg – 20th

	Doug Lindgren – 5th 
	Hunter Larson – 15th 
	Susan Nelson – 24th 

	Laylee Carlson – 7th 
	Jenell Mitteness – 16th 
	Charles Rustad – 24th 

	Henry Harkema – 8th 
	Justin Baker – 16th 
	Kari Jo Almen – 26th 

	Reid Carlson – 8th 
	James Cortez – 16th 
	Stan Glimsdal – 30th 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

	Micah Reinke – 2nd 
	Charles Rustad – 12th
	Kristy Nystrom – 19th

	Julie Jahn – 3rd 
	Cody Kinney – 12th  
	Ross Carlson – 21st 

	Henry Harkema – 3rd 
	Pastor Erika Buller – 12th
	Edward Meyer – 22nd

	Jared Carlson – 4th 
	Michael Jahn – 14th
	Jake Holtkamp – 23rd

	Carter Novak – 4th 
	Kora Klein – 14th
	Ann Hanson – 23rd

	Barb Erickson – 5th 
	Grant Krieger – 15th
	Madeline Almen – 24th

	Rory Carlson – 6th
	Mary Kay Austvold – 16th 
	Chase Norton – 26th

	Mary Jeseritz – 6th 
	Ashley Torkelson – 16th
	Melissa Rhoda – 26th

	Kelsey Cortez – 7th 
	Becky Carlson – 16th
	Alicia Molenaar -28th

	Waylon Henry – 8th 
	Loretta Falk – 17th
	Barb Tomlinson – 29th

	Masyn Olson – 8th 
	Dean Mellgren – 17th
	Angela Meyer – 30th

	Richard Falk – 9th 
	Bonnie Carlson – 18th
	Jacob Carlson – 30th 

	Tony Olson – 10th 
	Melissa Petersen -19th
	Leah Wagner – 31st 

	Shelly Lottman – 10th
	
	


If we have missed your birthday please let Ann know in the church office.


Please continue to remember these loved ones and friends in need of prayer during this month.
	Phyllis Loven
	Kaehlen Fernholz
	Henry Arends

	Gene Halverson
	Cami Fernholz
	Gladys Arends

	Wally Loven
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MISSIONARY FOR A DAY TO SUPPORT REV. DR. PHILLIP J. AND LOU KNUTSON
MISSIONARY FOR A DAY DONATIONS FOR JUNE 2022
	June 22, 2022
	In Memory of Moni Welch by Mary Kay Austvold



 --------------------------------------CLIP AND PLACE IN OFFERING PLATE------------------------------------

       I would like to support Missionary for a Day on the date of ____________________________________

      Circle one:  In honor of/In Memory of/In Thanks to God for ____________________________________
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ADOPT A HIGHWAY


Please watch for updates in the bulletins and on Facebook for when the Evangelism and Outreach Board schedules our Spring picking up of litter along our designated 2 mile stretch of Highway 12.
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