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The Pastor’s Pen

“Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.  Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’  They answered him, ‘No’, He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’  So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.”  John 21:4-6
I can’t help but notice a few very relatable moments in this brief reading from Johm.  First, the disciples “think” they know where to cast their nets.  Second, Jesus calls these seasoned fishers, “children”.  And, third, when they cast their nets where Jesus instructs them, they were not able to haul in their nets because there were so many fish.
In matters of how to be the church, most often we ”think” we know how to be church.  After all many of us were baptized as infants, grew up hiding under the pews and drawing in places we probably shouldn’t of, upsetting the elders with our talking and incessant questions.  We’ve been “doing church, our whole lives; we are seasoned churchers.  

Then Jesus, the Resurrected, enters our lives.  He has the audacity to call us children – Beloved – yet children none-the-less.  And, then points us in a whole different direction.  “You thought ministry was about this, or about that?  Is it giving you life?”  And we answer, “No”.  “Cast your nets again,” Jesus commands, “but this time, cast them in a different way, and you will find life.”  
I doubt this will make sense. There’s a good possibility you’ll disagree with me. Yet let me tell you a mystery. When we, the seasoned churchers that we are, follow Christ’s example and make dying to the needs of our Neighbor, our ultimate concern, the Spirit of God shows up and some serious, life giving, stuff will begin to happen in our lives.

Jesus is calling us to cast our nets, however, possibly not how we’ve always been casting them, but rather in a whole new direction. It is way to easy to think we know best, and then be surprised when our nets come back empty. Ministry is not meant to be chore, or an obligation. Ministry is discipleship in action, and we are called to be Christ’s disciples. May our congregation be a reflection of the love and acceptance we have so freely received, and a place where our neighbors instinctively know they are always welcome.

Blessed Discipleship,

Pr. Michael
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Between 01/01/2022 and 04/30/2022

INCOME CATEGORIES

Printed: 04/29/2022

Category YTD Budget Received YTD Difference  Annual Budget Difference
BLDG. INC. 0 0 0 0 0
CHRISTMAS INC. 0 0 0 0 0
EASTER INC. 0 3,097 3,097 0 3,097
HUNGER INC. 0 0 0 0 0
INTEREST INC. 0 0 0 0 0
LENT INC. 0 3,049 3,049 0 3,049
MEMORIALS INC. 0 885 885 0 885
MFAD INC. 0 225 225 0 225
MISC. INC. 0 7,686 7,686 0 7,686
SUNDAY SCHOOL INC. 0 12 12 0 12
THANKSGIVING INC. 0 0 0 0 0
WORSHIP INC. 0 37,890 37,890 0 37,890
BACKPACK FUND INC. 0 1,290 1,290 0 1,290
Income Categories Total 0 54,134 54,134 0 54,134
EXPENSE CATEGORIES

Category YTD Budget Spent  YTD Difference  Annual Budget Difference
AUTO EXP. 733 326 -407 2,200 -1,874
BUILDING INSURANCE 1,833 1,868 35 5,500 -3,632
EXP.

CAMPER SCHOLARSHIPS 50 0 -50 150 -150
CHURCH UPKEEP EXP. 1,000 283 =717 3,000 -2,717
CHURCH UTILITIES EXP. 3,000 4,541 1,541 9,000 -4,459
CONFERENCE DUES 0 0 0 0 0
CONVENTION EXP. 167 465 298 500 -35
CUSTODIAN 2,600 2,600 0 7,800 -5,200
GREEN LAKE BIBLE CAMP 0 0 0 0 0
DUES

FSA CONTRIBUTIONS 0 0 0 0 0
CONTINUING ED. EXP. 333 0 -333 1,000 -1,000
HUNGER EXP. 0 0 0 0 0
INS. BENEFITS EXP. 4,333 3,089 -1,244 13,000 -9,911
LOCAL BENEVOLENCE 83 228 145 250 -22
EXP.
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MEMORIALS DON. 0 0 0 0 0
MFAD DON. 0 0 0 0 0
MISC. EXP. 1,000 2,670 1,670 3,000 -330
OFFICE SUP. EXP. 833 2,392 1,559 2,500 -108
MUSICIAN 1,733 2,200 467 5,200 -3,000
PARS. UTIL. EXP. 1,833 1,766 -67 5,500 -3,734
PARS. UPKP. EXP. 667 80 -587 2,000 -1,920
PASTOR'S SOCIAL 1,163 1,163 0 3,490 -2,327
SECURITY

PENSION EXP. 2,176 1,721 -455 6,528 -4,807
SALARY EXP. 15,204 13,537 -1,667 45,611 -32,074
SECRETARY - NET SALARY 6,310 5,916 -394 18,930 -13,014
SERVICE SUPPLY EXP. 667 796 129 2,000 -1,204
SOC. SEC. & WITHHOLDING 1,500 1,982 482 4,500 -2,518
SS/VBS/CONFIRMATION 1,000 637 -363 3,000 -2,363
EXP.

SYNOD BENEVOLENCE 0 0 0 0 0
EXP.

VISITING PASTOR EXP. 50 0 -50 150 -150
WORK COMP EXP. 433 0 -433 1,300 -1,300
PROFESSIONAL EXP. 250 73 -177 750 -677
CELL PHONE EXP. 480 160 -320 1,440 -1,280
RETIREE SUPPORT 65 0 -65 196 -196
SURVIVORS BENEFIT 1562 165 3 457 -302
DISABILITY INS. EXP. 327 220 -107 980 -760
MEMORIALS EXP. 0 0 0 0 0
BACKPACK FUND EXP. 0 2,677 2,677 0 2,677
FURNISHING ALLOWANCE 1,667 1,667 0 5,000 -3,333
PARSONAGE REMODEL 0 1,131 1,131 0 1,131
LOAN EXP.

Pretax Retirement 0 0 0 0 0
Contribution

Expense Categories Total 51,642 54,343 2,701 154,932 -100,589
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Getting rid of ‘all the crap’

And Jesus said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” -Luke 12:

The father of small children was commiserating about how hard it is to keep the house clean with energetic, active, creative kids at home.

“What really gets to me about cleaning the house,” he said, “is all the crap.”

Crap. Not just the toys and stuffed animals that overflow from toy bins, under beds and closets. The adult stuff, too – the gadgets crowding the kitchen, the cleaning products jammed under the sink, the stuff crammed in the medicine cabinet, the yard junk all over the lawn, and on and on.

The crap factor comes to mind in Jesus' parable of “the rich fool” in Luke 12:17-20. The fool has so much stuff, he wants bigger barns to hold it all. The parable should strike a chord with us in America, where accumulation is such a big problem that self-storage (our ”bigger barns”) is booming business.

A man of few possessions, Jesus kept everything simple. He must have known how hard it is to focus on godly living when are lives are cluttered with stuff. Of course, Jesus’ parable talks about possessions, but the same principle applies to the mind and heart’s clutter of ideas, loyalties and desires that distract us from God.

How cluttered is your house? Your mind? Your soul?

For the month of May, consider a house cleaning to get rid of unneeded, unnecessary stuff. And prayerfully consider what “clutter” may be in your mind, heart and soul as well. What needs to be tossed out, recycled or donated in order that your house and your spirit can focus on what’s truly important? That is, the things of God.

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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VBS


Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held June 6-10, 2022, at Salem Covenant Church from 6:20- 8:30 p.m. No meal will be served.  The theme is Monumental Celebrating God’s Greatness.  A form was e-mailed to each parent who have a youth from 4 years old to 6th grade.  The registration form needs to be e-mailed to Barb Norton at barb@theinwell.com or printed and put in Barb’s mailbox right away.   Please contact Barb Norton at 320-894-2128 with any questions you may have.   

There will be a bus which loads at Bethel Baptist Church at tentatively 6:10 p.m.  If your child is riding the bus, please note this on the registration form.

Each church pays for the youth going to VBS.  Parents, please volunteer to be a group leader or helper and/or donate food for the VBS snacks.   Signup sheets for donating food and dollars for the VBS snacks are by the church office.   

Also, we need other congregation members to volunteer to be group leaders, helpers, kitchen workers, decoration/set up, and clean up and donate food for the VBS snacks.  Please contact Barb if you are interested.

Background checks - Each volunteer age 18 + must have had a background check within the past 3 years.







An information meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at Salem Covenant   Church at 6:30 p.m. for all volunteers.  This includes all group leaders, bible leaders, committee members, games, snack and craft helpers.

This meeting will help everyone know the schedule for VBS.

If you have any questions, please contact Loretta Falk at 320-979-6959.

















	Lauren Anderson
	Hayden Larson
	Dylan Maus

	Grace Collins
	Wylee Lottman
	Bailey Petersen







We remember in our prayers the family of Harold Freetly who passed away Tuesday, April 26th at Carris Health Rice Hospital in Willmar. His Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11:00 am, Wednesday, May 4th at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Murdock. Visitation will be from 5-7:00 pm, Tuesday, at Harvey Anderson Funeral Home in Willmar and continue one hour prior to his service at the church. 
Thank you so much for our Sunday School teachers and the members of the Board of Christian Education along with Jenell Mitteness for their dedication to our Sunday School program.
Thank you to the Board of Worship and Witness for all the preparations for the First Communion and Seder Meal.
Also, a thank you to everyone who is involved with the backpack program, NAPS Distribution and Meals on Wheels Deliveries.


BAPTISMS IN MAY

Many people remember people’s birthdays, but we also need to remember the day of our spiritual birth, our baptismal day.  If your baptism is not listed below, and you know you were baptized in May please give the office a call and we will update our church records.  Also please take note of who was baptized during this month and wish them a happy baptismal day.

	Joyce Strandberg – 2nd  
	Jane Quale – 12th
	Ava Muller – 26th

	Dale Erickson – 2nd 
	Viva Lundberg – 13th
	Bryce Guse – 27th

	Wyatt Rudningen – 3rd  
	Mallory Rudningen – 13th
	Becky Spanier – 27th  

	Jeremy Ruf – 3rd 
	Lindsey Henry – 13th
	Mona Doering – 28th

	Kinsley Schaefer  – 3rd 
	Leif Carlson – 14th
	Emily Kelm – 29th

	Cameron Hjelle – 4th 
	Halie Nichols – 15th
	Chloe Muller – 29th

	Ella Molenaar – 6th 
	Mary Hatlestad – 15th 
	Magnus Nelson – 29th

	Grace Marquardt – 9th 
	Renae Bartholomew – 18th
	Rex Nelson – 29th 

	John Hjelle – 10th 
	Lydia Wagner – 18th
	Eero Nelson – 29th

	Connie Lindquist  – 10th 
	Theresa Smith – 21st
	Linda Weets – 29th

	Nick Baker – 11th 
	Jordan Almen – 24th
	Eugene Halverson – 31st

	Donna Swanson – 11th 
	Susan Peterson – 25th
	Wally Loven – 31st 

	Jett Olson – 12th 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

	Gladys Arends – 1st 
	Alexandra Walsh – 10th
	Demitria Schreiner – 21st

	Jillian Hoefer – 2nd 
	Lucille Carlson – 11th
	Brad Anderson – 21st

	Kay Brendemuehl – 2nd 
	Victoria Guillemard – 11th
	Hunter Larson – 22nd

	Mona Doering – 3rd 
	Woody Nelson – 12th
	Sydney Walsh – 22nd

	Jeremy Ruf – 3rd 
	Jordan Dokkebakken – 13th
	Elizabeth Petersen – 24th 

	Jaci Hennes – 6th
	Mattea Brendemuehl – 16th
	Linda Nichols – 25th

	Cindy Clasen – 6th 
	Quinn Lottman – 17th
	Bailey Carlson – 27th

	Kristin Schmidt – 6th
	Emily Sue Kelm – 17th
	Ashley Weddington – 27th

	Elaine Baker – 7th
	Kim Mellgren – 18th 
	Phyllis Meyer – 30th

	Gretchen Hauge – 8th
	Linda Weets – 18th
	Ava Miller – 30th

	Ashley Just – 8th
	Jordan Hennes – 19th
	Eric Rudningen – 31st

	Beth Carlson – 8th
	Laylee Carlson – 19th
	Ashllie Hauge – 31st

	Kaehlen Fernholz – 8th 
	Kari Jo Almen – 20th
	


If we have missed your birthday please let Ann know in the church office.





Please continue to remember these loved ones and friends in need of prayer during this month.
	Phyllis Loven
	Kaehlen Fernholz
	Henry Arends

	Gene Halverson
	Cami Fernholz
	Gladys Arends

	Wally Loven
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MISSIONARY FOR A DAY TO SUPPORT REV. DR. PHILLIP J. AND LOU KNUTSON
MISSIONARY FOR A DAY DONATIONS FOR APRIL 2022
	March 30, 2022
	In Memory of James Nelson by Clarine Beck

	April 3, 2022
	In Honor of Lorna Carlson’s 80th Birthday by Mary Kay Austvold

	April 3, 2022
	In Memory of James Nelson by Mary Kay Austvold


 --------------------------------------CLIP AND PLACE IN OFFERING PLATE------------------------------------

       I would like to support Missionary for a Day on the date of ____________________________________

      Circle one:  In honor of/In Memory of/In Thanks to God for ____________________________________
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KLC COUNCIL MEETING





Youth News


Luther League Coffee Schedule





The KLC Church Council is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 at 7:30 pm.  Church boards will meet at 7:00 pm.  If your board has scheduled a meeting prior to the council meeting please have all reports and agenda items to the Executive Board prior to the meeting.





May 15th 


*Julia Carlson  	 


Klaphake/ Wenisch 





May 22nd  (Cake Provided – help serve reception for Graduates)


*Emily & Leah Wagner


Jared and Kelsey Cortez





May 29th Memorial Day Weekend 


   WELCA Summer Coffee








May 1st (Help serve WElCA Brunch – no need to bring food)


*Wylee & Quinn Lottman	


Emily and Alex Zurn		


Addison Grothe		





May 8th (Cake Provided – help serve reception new members)


*Baylee & Savannah Petersen


Elyse VandenEinde





  	 


Lauren Krieger





VBS INFORMATION MEETING


FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS


An information meeting will be held on Tuesday,


May 24, 2022 at Salem Covenant Church at 6:30


p.m. for all volunteers. This includes all group


leaders, bible leaders, committee members,


games, snack and craft helpers.





This meeting will help everyone know the schedule for VBS.


If you have any questions, please contact Loretta Falk at 320-979-


6959.





Sunday School News











 The last day of Sunday School until next fall will be Sunday, May 22.  There will be some special things planned for the day watch for 


Thank you to the Board of Christian Education and the Chairperson of the board, Melanie Wirth, for all of their work and guidance this year.  


We are also very grateful for all of the parents and youth teachers that volunteered to teach and help each Sunday.  Thank you to Jenell Mitteness for leading the Sunday School youth choir.





THANK YOU!!!


Thank you to the Luther League and their families who donated food and helped at the Easter breakfast.  Thank you to the youth for your service at the Easter Sunrise Service.  Thank you to the church members for sharing your Easter flowers with us and for your attendance at the Easter breakfast.  Thanks again!








The WELCA Theme Basket Silent Auction, bake sale and Brunch will be taking place Sunday, May 1.  There will also be excess kitchen items for sale also.  The brunch is a planned donation brunch so you will be contacted by your circle if you need to bring an item for the brunch.  Please have your theme baskets and any items you want to donate to the silent auction to the church on/before Saturday, April 30.  Bake sale items can be brought to church the day of the sale.  Proceeds from the auction and the brunch are designated to go to WELCA charities.


May Calendar of Events


May 1	    10:00 am Theme Basket Auction & Planned Brunch


May 4       9:30 am  KLC serves meal at Ridgewater College


May 4	    6:30 pm WELCA General Board Meets


May 14     9:30 am set up quilts


May 15     Quilt Sunday 


May 22	     KLC Graduation Reception and Sunday School Recognitions


May 29     WELCA serves for Fellowship Coffee Hour from here on through the   summer months
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May 15, is Quilt Sunday


There will be a special dedication of the quilts on this Sunday. This is also the time that KLC graduating seniors are able to choose a quilt as a gift from WELCA. 


WELCA will gather on Saturday, May 14, 9:30 am to decorate the sanctuary with all the quilts.











KLC SERVES MEAL AT RIDGEWATER COLLEGE


KLC will be serving a noon meal at the Campus Ministry Center at Ridgewater College on Wednesday, May 4, 2022.  We will be serving assorted casseroles and also bring assorted baked goods for dessert.  There is a sign up sheet on the altar between the offices if you are able to contribute food items for this service opportunity.  Please have your items to the church by 9:00 am on that Wednesday.  Thank you for your generosity.
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Noisy Offering


Sunday, May 8, is Noisy Offering Sunday.  This offering has been designated to the KMS Community VBS. The Sunday School will be taking the offering with their pails during the regular offering time.  


Recognition of KLC Graduates





KLC graduates will be recognized during our 9:00 am Sunday worship service on May 22,2022.  There will also be a reception for the graduates in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the worship service.





New Member Recognigtion





Sunday, May 8, 2022, we will be welcoming new members into the KLC family at our 9:00 am worship service.


Some actually transferred their member from other ELCA congregations during the pandemic and this is the first time we have had an opportunity to formally welcome them to the family.  Others are more recent transfers or have recently made the decision to join.  We will be welcoming:





James and Lynn Dykema – transfer from Vinje Lutheran in Willmar





Kristin Stivers – transfer from Crown of Glory Lutheran in Chaska





Jeff and Dawn Armstrong





Pastor Michael Buller, Henry, Ben and Eliza – transferring from Kindred Lutheran in Kindred, ND and Bethel Lutheran in Wahpeton, ND.





Welcome to KLC
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Noisy Offering


Sunday, May 5, is Noisy Offering Sunday.  Please bring all your available change and/or currency to church that Sunday and the children from the Sunday School will be taking the offering with their pails during the regular offering.  The proceeds from this month’s Noisy Offering will be given to the VBS offering during their week in June.  They have designated their offering to the KMS Community Backpack program.








�





ADOPT A HIGHWAY


Please watch for updates in the bulletins and on Facebook for when the Evangelism and Outreach Board schedules our Spring picking up of litter along our designated 2 mile stretch of Highway 12.
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