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Welcome Others as Christ Has Welcomed You!

Romans 15:7
I commend to you this month these 7 words of the Apostle Paul who reminds us never to overlook the importance of welcoming. In the same vein I share with you some remarks by Pastor William Willimon, former Dean of the Chapel at Duke University, former Bishop of the North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church, prolific writer, and an astute person of the faith.  He writes (emphasis mine): 

I’ve learned that hospitality may be the key factor in a faithfully growing church. One could argue this theologically. Paul tells us that we ought to welcome others in the same way that Christ has welcomed us . . . I have learned that the main difference between a congregation in decline and one with a future is the difference between practicing the faith for the exclusive benefit of “insiders” (the members of that congregation) or passionate concern for the “outsiders” (those who have yet to hear and to respond to the gospel) . . . Here is an evangelical definition of a Christian: Christians are people who know how to welcome people even as Christ has welcomed us . . . A major task of ministry in our time and place is to turn our churches inside-out, making them more hospitable and therefore more faithful.
Welcoming others as we have been welcomed! It’s not simple and yet it’s not ultra-complicated. It requires patience and practice. It needs firm corporate resolve and conscious willful intention. But it’s do-able and achieve-able for any congregation, no matter the size. 

Thank you for this consideration.  

Pastor Tim Larson 
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Sunday School update

Sunday School is off and running for the 2021-2022 school year. We are so excited to be back inside the church walls. The kids and teachers are getting into a groove and learning more about Jesus Christ our Savior every Sunday. Now that a new routine is finding its place, we wanted to share how Sunday School is structured this year, as it is different from years past. The classes are broken up by age/grade level and follow a curriculum appropriate for their age. This curriculum follows the lectionary we will hear every Sunday in our services. 
Immediately following our church service, the students are asked to come to the front of the sanctuary to begin Opening and Music. Here’s a change, please have your child skip the fellowship hall and go directly to the sanctuary after service; we will have snacks for them in their classrooms. During Opening and Music we will sing a few songs and prepare for the lessons the students will learn in their classrooms. After Opening and Music the students will proceed to the downstairs classrooms where they will discuss what they heard in the Pastor’s sermon in a way suitable for their age level.
 To provide consistency in each classroom, the same teachers will be team teaching each grade level. We are grateful for the volunteers who are teaching our young members. Here is a list so you can put a face to the name and pray for them.

	Opening & Music
	Jenell Mitteness
	Melanie Wirth
	 

	PreK
	Jaci Hennes
	Julia Carlson
	Katie Klaphake

	K-2
	Chrissy Forsell
	Kim Jurek
	Isaac Wirth

	3-5
	Scott Mitteness
	Cindy Classen
	Grace Collins

	6-8
	Jesse Nelson
	 
	 

	9-12
	Eric Rudningen
	 
	 


 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to reach out to any of the Board of Education members.
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              KLC Confirmation Schedule for October
Oct 6 - 6 pm  Gr. 6-8  Com VIII, IX & X; Life of Luther 4; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs 

            7 pm  Gr. 9-10  Com VIII, IX & X; Life of Luther 4; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs

            8 pm  Gr. 11 Prep for Rite of Confirmation; Sacraments/Life of Christ

     13 - 6 pm  Gr. 6-8  Commandment Review; Life of Luther 5; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs 

            7 pm  Gr. 9-10  Commandment Review; Life of Luther 5; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs

            8 pm  Gr. 11  Prep for Rite of Confirmation; Catechism Review/the Apostle Paul

     20 - MEA Break – No Class

     27 - 6 pm Gr. 6-8  Apostles’ Creed I Article; Life of Luther 6; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs 

            7 pm Gr. 9-10  Apostles’ Creed I Article; Life of Luther 6; Call of Abraham & Patriarchs

            8 pm Gr. 11  Prep for Rite of Confirmation; Faith Statements

    Sunday. October 31 – 10:30 am Worship - Affirmation of Baptism, Rite of Confirmation


AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM - CONFIRMATION DAY

October 31, 2021

Information needed for Three Events – 

· Ordering Gowns (requested by the gown company :) Height ________    Weight _________
Please email or text me your height and weight as soon as possible to order the gowns. ASAP!!  Need by October 4.

· Confirmation Banquet (Information needed for guests at banquet that is held the Sunday evening before Confirmation Sunday, October 24 )  Need by October 17
· Confirmation Day Insert in Bulletin (that includes name, birth date, baptismal date, parents, sponsors, mentor, theme verse(s))

BASIC INFORMATION for CONFIRMATION DAY BULLETIN INSERT:

(Please have this in Ann’s hands by October 17!!)

NAME ______________________________________________________________

BIRTH DATE _________________________________________________________

BAPTISMAL DATE _____________________________________________________

PARENTS ___________________________________________________________

BAPTISMAL SPONSORS ________________________________________________

MENTOR ___________________________________________________________

BIBLE VERSE(S) _______________________________________________________

The Confirmation Banquet is held the week before Confirmation Sunday.  It will be held Sunday evening, October 24, gathering starts at 5:30pm.  Along with immediate family, sponsors and mentors are also invited.  You may invite them, we as a church would like to send them a formal invitation so please give us their names their address.  Email the church at: kerkhovenlutheran@gmail.com .   Please let the church know how many from your family and invited guests will be attending as this number is needed for accurate food preparation.  Please let the church office know two weeks before the banquet.  Thanks.
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Kerkhoven Lutheran Church Meeting Minutes

The Kerkhoven Lutheran Church Council met on Sept. 8, 2021 at 8 pm in the fellowship hall.

President Ted Almen called the meeting to order.

Devotions were given by Eric Rudningen. Next month’s devotions: Beth Carlson

KLC mission statement was read in unison.

The Secretary's Report was accepted as written. Scott Doering/Tyler Carlson

The Financial Report was accepted as written. Eric Rudningen/Scott Doering

Noted in the financial report was a low balance in the backpack fund, WELCA payment coming for the church kitchen refrigerator, PPP loan status and the possibility of help needed for counting offering. Backpack program relies on $500-$600 per month to cover the cost of food.

Board Reports

Worship and Witness - given by Ann Hanson

This board discussed passing the offering plate during Sunday service and serving communion at the rail. Both items have been postponed until later in the year when we hope illness numbers may subside.  The offering plate will be left at the back of the church sanctuary and brought forward by the ushers at the end of the offering portion of the service. Ushers will be informed. 

Outreach and Evangelism - given by Alison Nelson

Backpacks will be sent home with KMS students starting in September and the board will inquire on the number needed. They will consider asking other churches to donate and  look into the possibility of Vacation Bible School offering being used to assist with the backpack program expenses. Adopt-a-highway will continue this fall.

Christian Education - given by Melanie Wirth

Sunday School teacher’s meeting was held on Sept. 8th. Several KLC teens will be helping with teaching duties. A new curriculum was purchased and will be used this fall. Luther League will kick off on Rally Sunday from 11 am to 1 pm. Bibles will be handed out to youth at the service on Rally Sunday. Board members will assist in handing out the bibles during the service. Youth not present will have Bibles delivered following the service. 

Stewardship and Finance - given by Lane Carlson

Board did not meet therefore no report.

Property and Grounds - given by Scott Doering

The church kitchen refrigerator was purchased and installed. WELCA has pledged to pay for the refrigerator. A renter will be in the church parsonage and will be asked to pay utilities and a donation to the church for its use. The church will continue to mow the lawn. The board reported that the parsonage is in good shape and will check with Anfinson regarding any tax obligations we may encounter with usage of the parsonage. Scott Doering offered to get in contact with the renter. A fall work day is being planned for upkeep of the church grounds. 

WELCA - given by Carmen Maus

 WELCA will vote on the use of their kitchen fund to pay for the church refrigerator. WELCA expressed interest in using the library/stage area of the fellowship hall for quilting storage to eliminate heavy lifting of materials currently housed in the church basement. Discussion followed on the historical use of the space including senior high sunday school, library, meeting room, wedding party space and so on. A motion was made by Carmen Maus for WELCA to take over the library area and clean out the current quilt storage area to be used in its place. Discussion followed regarding the positive impact of the quilt ministry, the need to clean out items no longer used and what to do with them and the possibility of forming a committee to go through those items and how to move them on. The motion was amended by Eric Rudningen to add and look into the best ways to organize space. The motion was rescinded. More discussion was given regarding the historic value and possibility of selling some items. A motion was made by Carmen Maus and second by Lane Carlson to allow WELCA the use of the library space until a final determination can be made.  Motion carried. The board of properties will take the lead on further exploration of the use of the library space. 

Pastor’s report - by Pastor Tim Larson

Confirmation service will be held on the last Sunday of October. Visitations and communion for homebound members continues. Confirmation meeting with parents and students has been held and a confirmation schedule is in place.

Call Committee - given by Amber Doering

The KLC site profile is approved and in the website. The call committee will meet on Tuesday for a practice interview. The committee is moving forward and the members are engaged in the process! The congregation will be updated on a regular basis.

Old Business

Church income continues to meet and surpass expenses.

Money is pledged to replace the defibrillator but we have been waiting to coordinate with local emergency services to get a better rate. We may need to order on our own.

Church site profile is complete and on the website for prospective candidates.

Church will continue to look in to welcome packets for visitors.

New Business

KLC memorial for Pastor Bill Miller. Motion made by Carmen Maus to donate $250 from KLC funds plus member offerings to a memorial for Pastor Miller. This donation would be sent to Peace Lutheran to add to their memorial scholarship fund. Second by Ann Hanson. Motion carried. 

Motion made by Eric Rudningen to ask parsonage “renter” to pay utilities and a donation for rent. Second by Scott Doering. Motion carried.

Motion to adjourn by Scott Doering. Second by Tyler Carlson. Motion carried.

Members present: Ted Almen, Scott Mitteness, Beth Carlson, Ann Hanson, Lane Carlson, Alison Nelson, Eric Rudningen, Tyler Carlson, Scott Doering, Lane Carlson, Carmen Maus, Melanie Wirth and Pastor Tim Larson.
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KERKHOVEN LUTHERAN CHURCH’S

WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

24TH ANNUAL TABLE FAIR

TOGETHER AGAIN!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021

1. Cost is $12.00 per person.

2. All proceeds, after expenses will go to Safe Avenues.

3. All are welcome to come and enjoy apple cider and view the tables from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. even if you don’t have a place at the tables.  

4. Silent Auction items are needed for the Table Fair.  Bring to church by Sunday, November 14th.  If bringing baked goods, bring on November 19th.  Silent auction will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

5. If you would like to sit at a table and have not been asked by a hostess, please sign up by the church office.  

6. No Friday night viewing of the Table Fair. 

We need four volunteers to help serve in the kitchen.  Contact Loretta Falk at 320-979-6959
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OTHER WELCA NEWS:

Monthly  Meeting:  The regular monthly WELCA General Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 6 at 6:30 pm at KLC.  Due to the confirmation classes being held in the Fellowship Hall it may be necessary to find another meeting room that evening.
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All confirmed women of KLC are members of WELCA.  All members are encouraged to be of Christian service in whatever areas they can best use their time, talents and treasures.  As a member of KLC, all women are automatically assigned to a circle.  All women are encouraged to attend the Unit Meetings and also participate in the numerous activities that WELCA sponsors or is involved in.  The circle assignments are mainly set up for serving purposes (i.e, church functions, funerals, etc).  If during the year you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of the Executive Board members. 
An item of discussion at the Board meeting is the re-organization of the serving units.  So please watch for further updates and there will be a new annual handbook that will be distributed for 2022.
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OCTOBER COFFEE SERVING SCHEDULE
	October 3 

Cake will be provided by Lundberg Family (Wedding Anniversary)

*Hayden Larson

Jacob Walsh

Junior Hauge
	October 17

*Lauren Anderson

Addison Grothe

Isaac and Izzy Wirth

	October 10

 *Wylee & Quinn Lottman

Boyd Doering

Christian Ziehl


	October 24

*Bailey and Savannah Petersen

Abby and Jake Holtkamp

	October 31

Cake will be provided by KLC (Confirmation Reception)

*Julia Carlson

Jaiden Henjum, Keagan and Avery Miller
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Luther League Service Project

The Luther League will be raking leaves on either October 13 or on the 27th depending on the timing of the leaves falling.  The plan is to have raking sessions before or following Confirmation classes.  There are plans for a light meal to also be served.  Please watch the bulletins, emails and Facebook for additional information and the exact date.  If you have lawns that you would like to have the youth rake please contact the Luther League advisors.
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OCTOBER 3
Ushers:  Leif and Bonnie Carlson

Lector:  Hunter Weddington

Acolytes:  Eero and Magnus Nelson

Communion Assistant:  Becky Carlson

Greeters:  Hunter, Ashley and Rowan Weddington

Musicians: Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen
	October 24
Ushers:  Lee and Phyllis Meyer
Lector:

Acolyte:

Greeter:
Musicians:  Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen

	October 10
Ushers:  Jerry and Viva Lundberg

Lector:  Viva Lundberg

Acolytes:  Corbin Nystrom and Rex Nelson

Greeters:  Nelson Family

Musicians:  Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen
	October 31 – 9:00 am
Ushers:  Scott and Jenelle Mitteness
Lector:  Scott Mitteness
Acolyte:

Greeter:

Musicians: Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen

	October 17
Ushers:  Eldon and Marlene Hauge

Lector:  Isaac Wirth

Acolyte:  

Communion Assistant:

Greeters:  Julia Carlson and Katie Klaphake

Musicians:  Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen
	October 31 – 10:45 am
Ushers:

Lector:

Acolytes:

Communion Assistant:

Greeters:

Musicians:  Alison Nelson and Mariah Rudningen
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October BAPTISMS

We remember people’s birthdays, but we also need to remember the day of our spiritual birth, our baptismal day.  Please take note of who was baptized during this month and wish them a happy baptismal day.

	Addilyn Hennes – 2nd 
	Melissa Petersen – 12th
	Gen Berger – 20th

	Jeff Holtkamp – 2nd
	Michael Jahn – 12th
	Sydney Walsh – 20th

	Laura Worden – 2nd
	Ashley Torkelson – 12th
	Jake Holtkamp – 21st

	Barb Tomlinson – 2nd
	Trinity Torkelson – 12th
	Kalli Forsell – 21st

	Jared Krieger – 3rd
	Barney Lilly – 13th
	Becky Carlson – 23rd

	Brendan Hjelle -4th
	Kent Baker – 14th
	Alexandra Walsh – 24th

	Dean Mellgren – 4th
	Kayla Kelm – 15th
	Jared Carlson – 24th

	Casey Krieger -5th
	Lane Carlson – 15th
	Alex Baker – 24th

	Eden Norton – 6th
	Jolynn Larson – 16th
	Waylon Henry – 25th

	Mary Jeseritz – 7th
	Gary Shaw – 16th
	Gretchen Hauge – 20th

	Trevor Kelm – 7th
	Quinn Lottman – 17th
	Bob Schoen – 26th

	Micah Reinke – 9th
	Scott Mitteness – 17th
	Leah Wagner – 27th

	Chase Norton = 10th
	Ryan Carlson – 19th
	Savanah Petersen – 30th

	Sharyl Syverson – 11th
	
	

	Briana Baker – 11th
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	Ted Almen – 4th
	Brian Gordon – 11th
	Quinn Rudningen – 18th 

	Pam Nelson – 4th
	Roger Holtkamp – 11th
	Andrew Just – 18th 

	Verna Timmons – 5th 
	David Johnson – 12th
	Mandi Klein – 18th

	Sawyer Kimball – 5th 
	Nicolas McCleary – 12th
	Michael Doubek – 21st 

	Brandon Klein – 7th 
	Mike Cortez – 14th
	Odin Winter – 22nd 

	Libby Holtkamp – 9th 
	Nicole Kelley – 14th
	Adam Schmidt – 23rd 

	Dylan Rudningen – 9th 
	Esther Peterson – 14th
	Tami Ruf – 24th

	Marlene Hauge – 9th 
	Lauren Krieger – 15th
	Mary Zvorak – 26th

	Shelby Baker – 10th 
	Evelyn Williams – 16th
	Lydia Wagner – 27th

	Logan Hennes – 10th 
	Becky Schaefer – 16th
	Jean Rustad – 31st 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL! If we missed your birthday, please let Ann Hanson know
NOISY OFFERING
SUNDAY – October 10, 2021

The noisy offering for October will be gathered on Sunday, October 10, during the worship service.  Thank you to everyone who brought coin and other monies for the September noisy offering.  This was a great donation to the KMS Backpack project. The October offering has not yet been designated.



Thank You:  I would like the people of KLC to know how much we appreciate all the cards, messages, donations and prayers these last months.  KLC holds a special place in our hearts and Pastor Bill loved you all.  Mary, Jeff and Anna, Matt and Danielle and Mark and Tina.
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Altar Guild:  The Altar Guild is in need or 2 additional people to work with another team member to prepare the sanctuary for worship each week.  For more information contact Barb Norton:  barb@theinwell.com or 320-894-2128.  Thank you.

Open House Wedding Anniversary:  You are invited to attend the 60th Wedding Anniversary open house for Jerry and Viva Lundberg October 3, 2021, from 1:00 – 3:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Back Pack Funds:  We are very grateful for the $833 in donations from the September Noisy offerings to the KMS Backpack Project but we are packing approximately 44 food bags each Friday for these students and we need between $500 - $600 per month to purchase the food.  The program is in need of donations.  If you are able donations can be mailed to the church or designated through the weekly offerings or you can donate on line through the link below.  Thank you.

Let Us Know:  If you have a prayer request to be added or removed from the KLC prayer list, please notify the church office. kerkhovenlutheran@gmail.com  or 320-264-2823.

Stay In Touch:  If you have not been receiving bulletins, newsletters or prayer requests and would like to, please contact the church office with your information. kerkhovenlutheran@gmail.com or 320-264-2823

KLC Website:  We again have a website.  It can be found at https://www.kerkhovenlutheranchurch.com/  
On-Line Giving: It is now possible to give your offering or a donation to KLC on-line at: https://secure.myvanco.com/YNJM   This link will now be available on our Kerkhoven Lutheran Facebook page and is available on our new website (see link above). 
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You are invited to attend the
Service of Holy Communion
with the
Installation
of
The Rev. Dr. Dee Pederson
as Bishop of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, ELCA
- Join Us -
RSVP: www/swmnelca.org/installation

We are excited to celebrate safely together in the beautiful sanctuary of Granite Falls Lutheran Church. Space is limited.
Children are invited to participate in processions.

- Celebrate -
10/9/2021
Saturday, October 9th at 2:00 p.m.
Granite Falls Lutheran Church
350 9th Avenue
Granite Falls, MN 56214
Reception to Follow.
See below for more details.

- Gathering -
SAFETY
We will continue to monitor the state’s safe gathering guidelines and will post our protocol updates on the synod website as needed. Livestream will be hosted on the synod’s website for those not able to attend in person.

Community Announcements

Thursday Food and Fun will meet Thursday, Oct 14 at 2p at the Kerkhoven Civic Center.  Eileen and Peggy from the Benson Library have all kinds of Veterans' Day greeting cards for us to make.  They have the supplies and the ideas, we just need to come and have fun making cards for local veterans.  Linda and Alice will bring treats and Kim and Bonnie will have the coffee pot on.  Invite a friend and/or neighbor.  They've got the ideas, we just need to make the cards.  Masking is encouraged and we'll try to social distance.  See you on the 14th.
	Phyllis Loven
	Kaehlen Fernholz

	Gene Halverson
	Cami Fernholz

	Wally Loven
	Gladys Arends

	Brad Welberg
	Henry Arends

	Andrea Raths
	Ev Williams


Please continue to remember these loved ones and friends in need of prayer during this month.

MISSIONARY FOR A DAY TO SUPPORT  Rev. Dr. Philip J. and Lou Knutson
MISSIONARY FOR A DAY DONATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

	8/31/2021
	In Memory of Beloved Pastor Bill Miller - unsigned

	8/31/2021
	In Memory of Pastor Bill Miller by Mary Kay Austvold

	9/15/2021
	In Memory of Pastor Bill Miller by Eldon and Marlene Hauge


--------------------------------------CLIP AND PLACE IN OFFERING PLATE------------------------------------

I would like to support Missionary for a Day on the date of ____________________________________

      Circle one:  In honor of/In Memory of/In Thanks to God for ____________________________________






BY: ____________________________________________________________
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Rite of confirmation

October 31, 2021, 10:45 am


[image: image13.jpg]For by grace you have
been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing;
itis the gift of God.

EPHESIANS 2:8




      Living and trusting in God’s amazing grace we welcome all to worship, learn and serve in celebration Christ’s love.
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A HARVEST OF SUFFICIENCY, CONTENTMENT, AND GENERSOITY


When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD your God. –Leviticus19:9-10


“What I earn is mine, ALL mine, to do with what I want.” That’s the message our culture tells us again and again. Yet the Leviticus 19:9-10 clearly tells us that the “mine, all mine” attituded existed some 2,500 years ago as well. It’s hard-wired into us.


Our sinful human nature leads us to claim all we can for ourselves, which is why for thousands of years and up to the present God has called faithful people to live a better way. In this passage, “the Lord your God” instructs farmers and vintners to harvest only once, and not to the very edges of their land, and to leave the remnants of the harvest to the poor and the foreigner – people on the margins scavenging for their daily bread.


The teaching encourages landowners to find sufficiency in their first harvest, to be content that their needs are met, and then be generous with what is left over. Today, Leviticus 19:9-10 challenges us whose “harvests” of income are more than sufficient to satisfy our immediate needs. Do we have to take it all? What can we give for the needy?


In this traditional season of harvest, what blessings can you count from the last year? (Take a few minutes to prayerfully consider this, and make a list). Does your harvest more than adequately meet your needs?


Now prayerfully consider how much you can generously “leave” for the needy? Consider this in making a year-end contribution to your congregation, or in determining a pledge for 2022.


--Rob Blezard  Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. 
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The KLC Church Council is scheduled to meet on Wednesday, October 6, 2021, at     7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  However, confirmation classes are scheduled for that Wednesday evening in the Fellowship Hall from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm.  Please watch the bulletins and emails as to decision to change meeting place or time so that Pastor Tim may also attend the council meeting.  Church boards please consider an alternative date or time for your meetings also.
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