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Inthe modern era of
companies deemed “too big to
fail ® it"s interesting to reflect that
there once existed a business so
powerful that it had the ability

to coin money, negotiate treaties,
establish colonies, and even wags
war. The East India Company, as
itwas called, was a multinational,
joint stock corporation whoze floet
of ships led England in a new age
of state-sponsored expansion and
global trade.

Historian Antony Wild, author of
the book The East India Company:
Trade and Conquest from 1600,
writes that the company “wasa
supremely Elizabethan invention.”
Fiercely ambitious and powerful,
the company had a fleat that was
the largest merchant navy in the
world. With Queen Elizabeth’s
blessing, the East India Company
had unprecedented power in its
dealings with other countries and
commercial enterprises through-
out the world. And as part of its
“brand,” the company’s coat of
arms gave a potent illustration to
this purpose and attitude. In the
image, the ships have full sails

winoctial Line

and are facing east, signifying
the beginning of an auspicious
journey as well as the company’s
relationship with the Far East.
The roses incorporated into the
coat of arms represent England,
and the blue globe on top signi-
fies the world. The “sea lions™ in
the image convey the company’s
strength and royal imprimatur.
The Latin motto below, “When
God leads, nothing can harm,”

is part slogan, part war ery. The
coat of arms was as grand as the
CcOMpany’s mission.

Where the official coat of arms,
formally called the Armorial
Bearings of the Company, signified
its naval excellence and capahility,
the corporate mark distinguished
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The Spreadsheet Reprints Logo Licensing g{i‘;
Filter list by: ank Company Al industries ¥ Search by brand name o,
Rank Brand Brand Value 1-¥r Value Change Brand Revenue Company Advertising Industry
#1 Apple $205.5B 12% $265.8 B - Technology
Go gle #9 Google $167.7 B 27% $136.2 B $6.4 B Technology
B Micosoft 49 Microsoft $125.3B  20% $110.2 B $1.6 B Technology
am?‘.z-o“ #4 Amazon $97 B 37% $211.4 B $8.2B Technology
#5  Facebook $88.9B  -6% $48.8 B $1.1B Technology
(W;W #6 Coca-Cola $59.2 B 3% $23.8 B $4.1B Beverages
w #7 Samsung $53.1B 11% $221.6 B $3.6 B Technology
The
@erPvgy  #5  Disney $52.2B  10% $33.8 B $2.8 B Leisure
Company
E\>)
#9 Toyota $44.6 B 0% $190.8 B $4.6 B Automotive
TOYOTA
m #10 McDonald's $43.8B 6% $96.1 B $389 M Restaurants
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