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L AT E S T  F I G U R E S

As of April 22nd 2021:

• 141 million worldwide cases, 80.4 recovered. Greater than 3 million deaths

• Australia – 29588 cases, 910 deaths, 2220 active cases, over 16 million tests. Cases mostly in 

returned travellers with mandatory hotel quarantine still in place.

As of April 29th 2021

• 150+ million worldwide cases, 127+ recovered. Greater than 3 million deaths

• Australia – 29769 cases, 910 deaths, 276 active cases. 

Source: https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/



Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html





W H AT  A B O U T  VA C C I N E S ?

• World immunisation week – every year in the last week of April 

– this years theme – Vaccines bring us closer. 

• As of 18 February 2021, at least seven different vaccines across 

three platforms have been rolled out in countries. 

• There are currently 19 vaccines either rolled out or in 

development throughout the world. For more information go to:

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/sites/default/files/documents/St

atus_COVID_VAX_23April2021.pdf

Source: https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/04/24/default-calendar/world-immunization-week-2021



VA C C I N E  R O L L O U T  I N  A U S T R A L I A
• Currently rolling out to phase 1a and 1b based on covid vaccine eligibility. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker

• Pfizer – rolling out to phase 1a through centralised vaccination hubs mainly in hospitals, due to storage 

constraints. According to the eligibility checker website further sites will come online “later this week”

• Astra Zeneca – rolling out mainly to phase 1b through general practice and vaccination centres. Now 

targeting over 50’s.

Source: https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/covid-19/vaccine/Pages/default.aspx

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-checker


Source: https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19#australias-vaccine-rollout



VA C C I N E  H E S I TA N C Y
• Vaccine hesitancy is real. Defined by the WHO as a 

“delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccines despite 

availability of vaccination services”, has been reported in 

more than 90% of countries in the world.

• Article in the Lancet in May 2019 – before Covid 19.

• Covid 19 vaccines – media articles reporting 

“breakthrough infections”, reporting efficacy 

incorrectly – 95% efficacy does not mean there is a 5% 

chance you will get covid, antivaxxers on social media, 

scary reports of adverse effects.

Source: Source: https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(19)30092-6/fulltext



W H AT  A B O U T  T H E  B L O O D  C L O T S ?

• Recent study led by led by Professor Paul Harrison and Dr Maxime Taquet from Oxford University’s Department 

of Psychiatry and the NIHR Oxford Health Biomedical Research Centre, counted the number of CVT cases 

diagnosed in the two weeks following diagnosis of COVID-19, or after the first dose of a vaccine. They then 

compared these to calculated incidences of CVT following influenza, and the background level in the general 

population

The breakdown comparison for reported cases of CVT in COVID-19 patients in comparison to CVT cases in those 

who received a COVID-19 vaccine is:

• In this study of over 500,000 COVID-19 patients, CVT occurred in 39 in a million patients.

• In over 480,000 people receiving a COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna), CVT occurred in 4 in a million.

• CVT has been reported to occur in about 5 in a million people after first dose of the AZ-Oxford COVID-19 

vaccine.

• Compared to the mRNA vaccines, the risk of a CVT from COVID-19 is about 10 times greater.

• Compared to the AZ-Oxford vaccine, the risk of a CVT from COVID-19 is about 8 times greater.

Source: https://oxfordhealthbrc.nihr.ac.uk/risk-of-rare-blood-clotting-higher-for-covid-19-than-for-vaccines/



Source: https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/2021/04/covid-19-vaccination-weighing-up-the-potential-benefits-against-risk-of-harm-from-

covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca.pdf





V A C C I N E - I N D U C E D  I M M U N E  
T H R O M B O T I C  T H R O M B O C Y T O P E N I A

• The European Medicines Agency has said that, as 

of April 20, there have been 287 reports of rare 

blood clots with low platelets after 

administration of the AstraZeneca vaccine, eight 

with Johnson & Johnson, 25 with Pfizer, and five 

with Moderna. The clots are notable because 

many have occurred in unusual and deadly 

locations in the veins that drain the brain (known 

as cerebral venous sinus thrombosis) and the 

abdomen (known as splanchnic vein thrombosis).

Source: https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/exclusives/92243



V A C C I N E - I N D U C E D  I M M U N E  T H R O M B O T I C  
T H R O M B O C Y T O P E N I A

• International Society on Thrombosis and Haemostasis Interim Guidance for the Diagnosis and 

Treatment of Vaccine Induced Immune Thrombotic Thrombocytopenia (Updated 20 April, 2021)

• Signs/symptoms suggestive of thromboembolism 4-28 days post Covid-19 vaccinations, include (but 

not limited to) NEW ONSET : 

• Severe, persistent headache +/- vision change, seizure-like activity 

• Severe, persistent abdominal pain 

• Leg swelling or pain 

• Chest pain and/or shortness of breath

• Order appropriate imaging tests to confirm thromboembolism based on symptom presentation (e.g., 

CT venogram head for headache, CT venogram abdomen for abdominal pain). 

• Order an urgent full blood count, coagulations studies incl. fibrinogen and D-dimer.

• Or send to Emergency Department of nearest hospital.

Source: https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.isth.org/resource/resmgr/ISTH_VITT_Guidance_2.pdf



To download a copy of this talk and more helpful links go to: 

www. mdmpa.com.au

While you are there, register for our mailing list. 

http://mdmpa.com.au/

