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One of Carson's most well-known characters, Carnac was a "mystic from the East" who could psychically "divine" unknown answers to unseen
questions. The character was introduced in The character would emerge from behind the show's curtain accompanied by Indian music, and make
his way towards the desk, where he would nvariably sturmble on the step in front of the desk and lose his balance. On one occasion frequently
rebroadcast on anniversary shows, Carson's desk was replaced with a lightweight balsa -wood version; this allowed Carson to trip and smash



through it. The character was taken from Steve Allen 's essentially identical "Answer Man'" segment, which Allen performed during his tenure as
host of The Tonight Show in the s. The Carnac character and routine also closely resemble Ernie Kovacs ' "Mr. Question Man". Longtime
sidekick Ed McMahon ritualistically and bombastically introduced the Carnac routines. The announcement implied Carnac was responsible for
some scandal or disaster currently in the news, as "And now, the great seer, soothsayer, and sage, Carnac the Magnificent.

As a child of four can plainly see, these envelopes have been hermetically sealed. They've been kept in a mayonnaise jar on Funk and Wagnalls'
porch since noon today. NO ONE [at this shout, Carnac always acts startled] knows the contents of these envelopes — but you, in your nystical
and borderline divine way, will ascertain the answers having never before heard the questions. The act involved a variation of the magician's billet
reading trick: divining the answer to a question written on a card sealed inside one of the envelopes, announcing it to the audience, then tearing
open the envelope to reveal the question.

The comedy came from an unexpected question following a seemingly straightforward answer. Wagner, do you spell your name with a V? The
segment included several running gags. After Carnac said an answer, McMahon would frequently repeat it in a booming voice — ostensibly as a
help to the audience — setting up a sneer, putdown, or some other comic reaction from Carson. Camac held each envelope to his forehead while
"divining" the answer, then tore open the end of the envelope and loudly blew into it before removing the index card with the question. Pretending
to psychically concentrate, Camac periodically asked for "complete silence" from the audience, and McMahon would retort that he often got it.
Audience reaction played a major role in the skit. Positive reaction would prompt disbelief from Carnac, stating the ease at which he could make
people laugh, such as "This audience would laugh at Dinah Shore backing into a meat thermometer. J slam dunk your cat. He dubbed it the
"Carnac Saver" and said in a interview, 'T'll go to my grave having to apologize for having invented the Carnac Saver.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Toledo Blade. I like it. She also wrote about independent, foreign and studio movies and occasionally TV
and theater stories. Born in East Orange, N. She worked for 10 years at the L. Herald Examiner and came to work at The Times in January She
left in Pauli Murray is their name. Why you need to know this trailblazing civil rights icon. Jane Powell, Hollywood golden-age star who danced
with Fred Astaire, dies at All Sections. About Us. B2B Publishing. Business Visionaries. Hot Property. Times Events. Times Store. Facebook
Twitter Show more sharing options Share Close extra sharing options. Johnny Carson gets a laugh during conversation with 7-year-old actress
Kaleena Kiff

By Susan King writer. Johnny Carson was very much a political animal — but one from another era.
Classic Hollywood: The timeless humor of Johnny Carson captured on new DVD sets - Los Angeles Times

Bob Hope, Lucy, Dean Martin, etc. Like Johnny, they are gone now. And like Johnny, they don't make'm that way any more. Sad, but thank God
for DVD and video. This show is downright hilarious! Johnny Carson is the fumniest comedian ever! You have to love Johnny. The moments on his
show can't be beat. Rogers, Walter Cronkite, and Tarzan, and many, many more. But I have DVDs featuring highlights of his show which are
hilarious. They ought to show reruns on E or TV Land or somewhere. No one! Not at all! Johnny Carson was the best at what he did.

TxMike 23 January We all received the sad news today that Johnny Carson, in his 80th year of'life, died today. Carson had long been retired from
his Tonight Show, a show taken over capably by Jay Leno. But there never was anyone like Johnny Carson, and there may never be. What I most
liked about Johnny was his humble approach to his show. He opened with a monologue, he told his jokes plainly and simply, and waited for the
laughter. It usually came. Some times it didn't. When the laughs did not come, he took on that familiar sad look of his, and that became the joke.

I was a working person during the run of his show, but Johnny Carson's tonight show was one that I often stayed up late for, it was that good.
‘When the show was still in New York, he of course told New York jokes. One I remember vividly was during one particular cold winter, Johnny
simply said, "It was really cold today. Johnny was quite a prankster, and played a good one on Ed McMahon, not as part of the Tonight Show,
but funny anyway. Ed was "set up" by placing some studio property in the trunk of his car.

Leaving the studio, guards made a random trunk check, and "discovered" the stolen property. Johnny Carson actually dressed up as one of the
guards, Ed McMahon was so flustered, declaring his innocence, it didn't even regjster to him that he was face to face with his boss!! But the best
thing I liked about Johnny Carson was his interview style. He was the best ever. He would ask a question then shut up and let the guest talk. He
didn't have a big ego, like many current TV personalities, and try to show how much he knew.

He simply let the other person talk. Farewell and Godspeed, Johnny Carson. DKosty 23 October Here's Johnny!!! Johnny arrived there? There
will never be another Johnny Carson. The entertainment he provided with the help of thousands of guests over 30 years will never be equaled by
anyone. [ don't even know that anyone can ever do justice to comment on one of the rare things that rates more than a 10 on a scale of 10 in our
lifetimes. If only somebody could find these shows because these are the shows which made him number 1. They were 90 minutes each of Carson
arriving at the top of his career. It has been forgotten how hard nosed an interviewer he was during that decade.

Thank goodness NBC didn't lose any of those other shows. How they got lost makes me wonder if they didn't want the tough hard-nosed Carson
who was not afraid to face any guest remembered or if they wanted to lose some of the early images of Johnny smoking on air. Why not the
Johnny Carson's? I wish somewhere, somehow, someplace those 's shows would show up. At least now that I've seen the best, I can only wish to
see it again. We were all blessed to have had Johnny Carson. For thirty years Johnny Carson's tonight show defined main stream late night
television. For thirty years main stream was a very good thing. I think that the fact that his show hasn't been on since makes us realize what we
have truly missed. Fortunately a lot of his shows have been saved. Bob Hope of course was pretty much on his show through out. Thirty years
with thousands of quality guests and thousands of quality laughs, that is his legacy.

An unmatched legacy indeed. AlsExGal 13 October Johnny Carson was a trailblazer on late night TV. There were other talk show hosts before
and during his tenure. Carson, though, had true charisma, a dry sarcastic wit, and perfect timing, You would be cheered up just by him walking on



stage. When a joke bombed, he could find a way to make it the fimniest part of the monologue. There has never been a late night host since
Johnny Carson who would ask a guest an open ended question, and then just sit back and let the celebrity be brilliant on their own. Every other
late show host nterrupts guests with their own "funny story" or "punchline'" and it is unfortunate. Carson could always do a great set up and then
just let the celebrity go with it.

I think the recurring guest I enjoyed the most was Joan Embery from the San Diego zoo, bringing animals both creepy and cuddly to crawl all over
Carson. Carson always rose to the occasion. It's probably good Johnny retired when he did. He would have been uncomfortable among most of
the talk show hosts who were on the air by the end of the s. Everything became cruder, more political.

There will never be another Carson. As an interesting aside, Saturday Night Live came mnto existence because Carson wanted an extra night off.
NBC was already running "The Best of Carson" one day a week, but doubted they could get away with doing that two nights a week. Thus
Saturday Night Live was born. Carson is still around on DVD, maybe on Netflix, most definitely on youtube. If you've never seen him at work I
suggest you study him for awhile. When he was on we were truly living in a golden age of charm and wit and grace. I over the years may have
watched from time to time "The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson" on a rare occasion when I would set up perhaps from not having school or
being on school break, yet mostly my mommade me go to bed. Still thru classic footage and clips and old rerun shows on digital TV I've saw
some episodes of Johhny Carson. And his show was a delight a treat the man was very funny and wise as the skits on his show were thoughtful
and well done and his sidekick Ed MacMahon was always a good buddy what more can you say Carson ruled the late night airwaves for right at

thirty years.

Johnny helped pave the way for Jay Leno and David Letterman as they made appearances on his show many times doing stand up and even guest
hosting when Johnny was out or away. And the guests of Carson were always A list from Hollywood's best, and he had sports and political figures
on and many of today's well known comedian's got their first light of the TV camera on his show. So anytime you see an episode your looking at
TV history and pop culture entertainment at it's best.

He performed monologues, interviewed guests, and performed comedy sketches. Carson wasn't the first host of "The Tonight Show" he was the
third ; but, he was certainly the best. Johnny Carson was remembered for his opening monologues. He told jokes about current events and poked
fun at well- known media figures. Johnny Carson always managed to be funny during the monologues, even when the jokes themselves didn't
work. Carson often used misfired jokes as a source of laughter and was often at his best when things on the show went unpredictably wrong.
Johnny Carson was a skilled interviewer. He becomes his own little corporation. Carson, who was married four times and was often described as
aloof; felt the most comfortable doing the series. His show was his laboratory. He created this idolized version of himself that he saved only for the
show. Unfortunately, most of the shows from the first decade were erased. They are in cans in an underground storage vault in Hutchinson, Kan.

Only a few hundred episodes have been released. It gives you a nice sense of the timing because the timing was much slower back then. I like it.
She also wrote about independent, foreign and studio movies and occasionally TV and theater stories. Born in East Orange, N. She worked for
10 years at the L. Herald Examiner and came to work at The Times in January She left in Pauli Murray is their name. Why you need to know this
trailblazing civil rights icon. Jane Powell, Hollywood golden-age star who danced with Fred Astaire, dies at All Sections. About Us. B2B
Publishing,
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Payment details. Payment methods. Back to home page Return to top. Image not available Photos not available for this variation. Johnny Carson is
the finniest comedian ever! You have to love Johnny. The moments on his show can't be beat. Rogers, Walter Cronkite, and Tarzan, and many,
many more. But [ have DVDs featuring highlights of his show which are hilarious.

They ought to show reruns on E or TV Land or somewhere. No one! Not at all! Johnny Carson was the best at what he did. TxMike 23 January
We all received the sad news today that Johnny Carson, in his 80th year of life, died today. Carson had long been retired from his Tonight Show, a
show taken over capably by Jay Leno. But there never was anyone like Johnny Carson, and there may never be. What I most liked about Johnny
was his humble approach to his show. He opened with a monologue, he told his jokes plainly and simply, and waited for the laughter. It usually
came. Some times it didn't. When the laughs did not come, he took on that familiar sad look of his, and that became the joke.

I was a working person during the run of his show, but Johnny Carson's tonight show was one that I often stayed up late for, it was that good.



When the show was still in New York, he of course told New York jokes. One I remember vividly was during one particular cold winter, Johnny
simply said, "It was really cold today. Johnny was quite a prankster, and played a good one on Ed McMahon, not as part of the Tonight Show,
but funny anyway. Ed was "set up" by placing some studio property in the trunk of his car.

Leaving the studio, guards made a random trunk check, and "discovered" the stolen property. Johnny Carson actually dressed up as one of the
guards, Ed McMahon was so flustered, declaring his innocence, it didn't even register to him that he was face to face with his boss!! But the best
thing I liked about Johnny Carson was his interview style. He was the best ever. He would ask a question then shut up and let the guest talk. He
didn't have a big ego, like many current TV personalities, and try to show how much he knew. He simply let the other person talk. Farewell and
Godspeed, Johnny Carson. DKosty 23 October Here's Johnny!!! Johnny arrived there? There will never be another Johnny Carson. The
entertainment he provided with the help of thousands of guests over 30 years will never be equaled by anyone.

I don't even know that anyone can ever do justice to comment on one of the rare things that rates more than a 10 on a scale of 10 in our lifetimes.
If only somebody could find these shows because these are the shows which made him number 1. They were 90 minutes each of Carson arriving
at the top of his career. It has been forgotten how hard nosed an interviewer he was during that decade. Thank goodness NBC didn't lose any of
those other shows. How they got lost makes me wonder if they didn't want the tough hard-nosed Carson who was not afraid to face any guest
remembered or if they wanted to lose some of'the early images of Johnny smoking on air. Why not the Johnny Carson's? I wish somewhere,
somehow, someplace those 's shows would show up. At least now that I've seen the best, I can only wish to see it again.

We were all blessed to have had Johnny Carson. For thirty years Johnny Carson's tonight show defined main stream late night television. For thirty
years main stream was a very good thing, I think that the fact that his show hasn't been on since makes us realize what we have truly missed.
Fortunately a lot of his shows have been saved. Bob Hope of course was pretty much on his show through out. Thirty years with thousands of
quality guests and thousands of quality laughs, that is his legacy. An unmatched legacy indeed. AlsExGal 13 October Johnny Carson was a
traiblazer on late night TV. There were other talk show hosts before and during his tenure. Carson, though, had true charisma, a dry sarcastic wit,
and perfect timing.

You would be cheered up just by him walking on stage. When a joke bormbed, he could find a way to make it the funniest part of the monologue.
There has never been a late night host since Johnny Carson who would ask a guest an open ended question, and then just sit back and let the
celebrity be brilliant on their own. Every other late show host interrupts guests with their own "funny story" or "punchline” and it is unfortunate.
Carson could always do a great set up and then just let the celebrity go with it. I think the recurring guest I enjoyed the most was Joan Embery
fromthe San Diego zoo, bringing animals both creepy and cuddly to crawl all over Carson.

Carson always rose to the occasion. It's probably good Johnny retired when he did. He would have been uncomfortable among most of the talk
show hosts who were on the air by the end of the s. Everything became cruder, more political. There will never be another Carson. As an
interesting aside, Saturday Night Live came into existence because Carson wanted an extra night off. NBC was already running "The Best of
Carson" one day a week, but doubted they could get away with doing that two nights a week.

Thus Saturday Night Live was born. Carson is still around on DVD, maybe on Netflix, most definitely on youtube. If you've never seen him at
work I suggest you study him for awhile. When he was on we were truly living in a golden age of charm and wit and grace. I over the years may
have watched from time to time '"The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson" on a rare occasion when [ would set up perhaps from not having school
or being on school break, yet mostly my mommade me go to bed. Still thru classic footage and clips and old rerun shows on digital TV I've saw
some episodes of Johhny Carson. And his show was a delight a treat the man was very fimny and wise as the skits on his show were thoughtful
and well done and his sidekick Ed MacMahon was always a good buddy what more can you say Carson ruled the late night arwaves for right at
thirty years. Johmy helped pave the way for Jay Leno and David Letterman as they made appearances on his show many times doing stand up
and even guest hosting when Johnny was out or away.

And the guests of Carson were always A list from Hollywood's best, and he had sports and political figures on and many of today's well known
comedian's got their first light of the TV camera on his show. So anytime you see an episode your looking at TV history and pop culture
entertainment at it's best. He performed monologues, interviewed guests, and performed comedy sketches. Carson wasn't the first host of "The
Tonight Show" he was the third ; but, he was certainly the best. Johnny Carson was remembered for his opening monologues. He told jokes about
current events and poked fin at well- known media figures. Johnny Carson always managed to be fimny during the monologues, even when the
jokes thenmselves didn't work.

Carson often used misfired jokes as a source of laughter and was often at his best when things on the show went unpredictably wrong. Johnny
Carson was a skilled interviewer. Many famous people had the privilege of being interviewed on Carson's couch. He gave many stand-up
comedians their first breaks on his show. Ifa comedian's stand-up routine went particularly well, Carson would invite the comedian to his couch
for a visit. Some of the funniest moments on Carson's show occurred whenever he was interviewing a small child. The child would innocently say
something which was unintentionally insulting; and, Carson would respond by staring into the TV camera.

Carnac the Magnificent - Wikipedia

Carnac held each envelope to his forehead while "divining" the answer, then tore open the end of the envelope and loudly blew into it before
removing the index card with the question. Pretending to psychically concentrate, Carnac periodically asked for "complete silence" from the
audience, and McMahon would retort that he often got it. Audience reaction played a major role in the skit. Positive reaction would prompt
disbelief from Carnac, stating the ease at which he could make people laugh, such as "This audience would laugh at Dinah Shore backing into a
meat thermometer.

J slam dunk your cat. He dubbed it the "Carnac Saver" and said in a interview, "I'll go to my grave having to apologize for having invented the



Carnac Saver. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Toledo Blade. Retrieved October 1, The Columbia History of Television. Columbia
University Press. ISBN Retrieved October 23, Newcomb, Horace ed. Encyclopedia of Television. CRC Press. Larry is still in. He was never
angry. When he did do some jokes about Nixon at one point, he heard that Nixon was upset and walking around the White House in the middle of
the night fuming, Sotzing noted that when reruns of the show began running on Antenna TV in , he was worried that audiences would be
disappointed. Whereas Carson had to appeal to everyone. He concluded when cable and new digital technology was just beginning to challenge
the three-network universe. Turbo and Art Fern. That he was drawn to life around him that he both wanted to know about and make fun of too.
He becomes his own little corporation.

Carson, who was married four times and was often described as aloof, felt the most comfortable doing the series. His show was his laboratory. He
created this idolized version of hinself that he saved only for the show. Unfortunately, most of the shows from the first decade were erased. The
skits were done cheaply, but they were so much fun, you laughed with them, not at them. Originally, the Carson's show was 90 minutes, and it was
trimmed to 60 in the early 80's since he felt he could not keep the level up like he had in the past, which made the way for David Letterman. Thank
You Johnny! Was this review helpful? Sign in to vote. None better orthogonal6 19 August Enigmatic off camera, from what I understand, but
absolutely brilliant on camera.

His easy interview style and ability to let his guests be the focus stands in contrast to so many pretenders to his late night throne. His jokes and
skits, even the ones that flopped, made you feel like you were "in" on the jokes. I don't remember all of his tenure, but I remember over half of it
and can still quote fiom long ago evenings. Johnny: "That's some jacket Doc. Put some fertilizer on it and it might bloom'. Doc: "We could dip it in
your monologue”. Johnny: 'T'll suggest that to the new band leader".

Probably not. As fim and nostalgic as it is to see current superstars early in their careers as Johnny gave them their first big break, it is even more of
a treat to see so many legendary stars, many still in their heyday. Bob Hope, Lucy, Dean Martin, etc. Like Johnny, they are gone now. And like
Johnny, they don't make'm that way any more. Sad, but thank God for DVD and video. This show is downright hilarious! Johnny Carson is the
funniest comedian ever! You have to love Johnny. The moments on his show can't be beat. Rogers, Walter Cronkite, and Tarzan, and many, many
more. But [ have DVDs featuring highlights of his show which are hilarious. They ought to show reruns on E or TV Land or somewhere.

No one! Not at all! Johnny Carson was the best at what he did. TxMike 23 January We all received the sad news today that Johnny Carson, in his
80th year of life, died today. Carson had long been retired from his Tonight Show, a show taken over capably by Jay Leno. But there never was
anyone like Johnny Carson, and there may never be. What I most liked about Johnny was his humble approach to his show. He opened with a
monologue, he told his jokes plainly and simply, and waited for the laughter. It usually came.

Some times it didn't. When the laughs did not come, he took on that familiar sad look of his, and that became the joke. I was a working person
during the run of his show, but Johnny Carson's tonight show was one that I often stayed up late for, it was that good. When the show was still in
New York, he of course told New York jokes. One I remember vividly was during one particular cold winter, Johnny simply said, "It was really
cold today. Johnny was quite a prankster, and played a good one on Ed McMahon, not as part of the Tonight Show, but funny anyway. Ed was
"set up" by placing some studio property in the trunk of his car. Leaving the studio, guards made a random trunk check, and "discovered" the
stolen property. Johnny Carson actually dressed up as one of the guards, Ed McMahon was so flustered, declaring his innocence, it didn't even
register to him that he was face to face with his boss!!

But the best thing I liked about Johnny Carson was his interview style. He was the best ever. He would ask a question then shut up and let the
guest talk. He didn't have a big ego, like many current TV personalities, and try to show how much he knew. He simply let the other person talk.
Farewell and Godspeed, Johnny Carson. DKosty 23 October Here's Johmy!!! Johmy arrived there? There will never be another Johnny Carson.
The entertainment he provided with the help of thousands of guests over 30 years will never be equaled by anyone. I don't even know that anyone
can ever do justice to comment on one of the rare things that rates more than a 10 on a scale of 10 in our lifetimes.

If only somebody could find these shows because these are the shows which made him number 1. They were 90 minutes each of Carson arriving
at the top ofhis career. It has been forgotten how hard nosed an interviewer he was during that decade.
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