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CLIMATE DIPLOMACY 

IN THE TRUMP ERA 



 U.S. AT COP 23: “ZOMBIE ARGUMENTS” OR CIMATE DIPLOMACY? 



THE US HAS NOT YET WITHDRAWN FROM PARIS 

• Good news:  Paris Agreement negotiated so withdrawal takes 4 
years -- 3 + 1.  Earliest withdrawal date will be 1 year after Entry 
into Force date = 1 day after next U.S. election in 2020.   

 
 “Trump’s Rose Garden speech [on June 1] has as much legal force as one of his 
tweets.” – Harold Koh 

 

• Good news:  Intensive lobbying efforts kept Trump from 
embracing a worse option:  (1) withdrawal from UNFCCC (1 year 
but requires Senate ratification), or (2) send the Paris Agreement 
back to the Senate. 

 

• Bad news:  Regardless of whether Trump withdraws, he is intent 
on taking down as much federal climate action as possible.  
That damage will be done with or without the possible withdraw. 

 



WHERE IS THE U.S. ON CLIMATE? 

 



POLICIES ADOPTED BY THE OBAMA ADMINISTRATION CAN 

REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

Source: U.S. Department of State 



FURTHER ACTION NEEDED TO CLOSE THE GAP  

Source: WRI 



REGARDLESS OF PARIS DECISION, TRUMP HAD ALREADY 

STARTED TO ROLL BACK OBAMA’S CLIMATE PROGRESS 

Source: WRI 



REGARDLESS OF PARIS DECISION, TRUMP HAD ALREADY 

STARTED TO ROLL BACK OBAMA’S CLIMATE PROGRESS 

Source: WRI 



IF SUCCESSFUL, THESE ACTIONS WILL SET BACK U.S. TARGET 

Source: Rhodium Group Analysis 



WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO CLOSE THE GAP? 

Source: Rhodium Group Analysis 

• Private sector 

• States and cities 

• Federal 

 

 



2,500+ U.S. Non-Federal Actors Explicitly Support the 
Paris Agreement 



2,500+ Non-Federal Actors Remain Committed to Paris –  
Aggregate Size and Rank as Country and % of U.S. Totals 



1,400+ U.S. Non-Federal Actors Have Adopted GHG Reduction 
Targets - Aggregate Size as Country and as % of U.S. Totals 



29 states have mandatory renewable portfolio 
standards (representing 56% of U.S. electricity 
sales). 

43 cities have committed to 100% clean energy 
goals. 

62 Fortune 500 companies with U.S.-based operations 
have set renewable energy targets. 

Climate-Friendly Electricity Policy and Action  
(29% of emissions) 



30 U.S. cities have committed $10 billion to purchase 
114,000 EVs for their municipal fleets. 

10 states have adopted Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) 
targets. 

U.S. car manufacturers like General Motors and Ford are 
committing to increased EV production. 

Climate-Friendly Transportation Policy and Action  
(26% of emissions) 



Over 400 companies have voluntarily committed 
to reduce their energy use through DOE’s Better 
Buildings / Better Plants program. 

Climate-Friendly Policy and Action: Buildings (9% of emissions)  
& Industry (12% of emissions) 



New York Times 

TRENDS:  AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE IN FAVOR OF  THESE MEASURES 



TRENDS: FALLING COSTS OF RENEWABLES MAKE 

THEM INCREASINGLY MORE COMPETITIVE 

Source: © OECD/IEA Next Generation Wind and Solar Power: From Cost to Value, 

 IEA Publishing. Licence: www.iea.org/t&c 



TRENDS: US HAS DECOUPLED GROWTH FROM CO2  

http://www.wri.org/sites/default/files/uploads/2017_Blog-Economy-Clim-02.png


TRENDS: RENEWABLES ARE BIGGEST AND 

FASTEST GROWING JOB SECTOR FOR ENERGY 

Source: Bloomberg, IEA 



CAN SOMEONE ELSE FILL THE GAP? 

 



CHINA STEPS UP 

Photo: WEF 2017 

“The Paris Agreement is a 

hard-won achievement which is 

in keeping with the underlying 

trend of global development. 

All signatories should stick to it 

instead of walking away…” 

  - President Xi, People’s  

  Republic of China 



2016: CHINA LEADS IN RENEWABLES 

Source: BNEF 



BUT: CHINESE COAL BUILDS MOVE OVERSEAS 

 



THREE OPTIONS FOR A RESPONSE 

 



SUB-NATIONAL ALLIANCE 



ISOLATION 



RE-ENGAGEMENT 



ONE OPTION: CLIMATE AND SECURITY 

• At least six senior defense officials, including 

Secretary Mattis, have publicly expressed their 

concerns about climate change: Climate change 

has national security implications that must be 

addressed.   

• DoD continuing its past policies on climate 

change. Continuing its comprehensive climate 

adaptation and resilience policy from January 

2016:  “This is a risk.  The Department o Defense 

has to take a long-term view.” 

 

• Republicans in the House and Senate Armed 

Services Committees are leading on 

addressing climate change risks to security:  A 

bipartisan “climate and security” majority has 

emerged in the U.S. Congress.  Defense of a 

climate provision in 2018 National Defense 

Authorization Act (46 Republicans and 188 

Democrats). 

 

http://taskandpurpose.com/mattis-climate-change-trump/
http://taskandpurpose.com/mattis-climate-change-trump/
http://taskandpurpose.com/mattis-climate-change-trump/
https://climateandsecurity.org/resources/u-s-government/defense/
https://climateandsecurity.org/2017/07/14/extraordinary-bipartisan-showing-on-climate-and-security/


 



New York Times 

WEAK SPOT IS CLIMATE CHANGE HARMS ME PERSONALLY 



International Defense of Paris 
 

1. Other countries stand firm and not weaken commitments or withdraw:  strong 

language so far from China, EU, India to step into gap.   

 

2. Other parties should accelerate action under Paris for 2025 review process of 

targets, not to take up slack but to prove the case that it is in their interests to 

accelerate mitigation. 

 

3. Other countries must continue to raise climate change with US officials, from 

President on down. 

 

4. Continue external pressure.  Paris was built by breaking climate diplomacy out of 

its silo.  Other countries must signal that they will not engage on other issues with 

a US withdrawal from Paris.   

 

5. Pressure should come collectively, e.g., at G7 and G20.  Example of G20 statement 

on climate in July.  
 

 


