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Authors’ Foreword 

Almost everyone who lived in Wigan during the 1950s and '60s knew of the Thomas Linacre 
Technical School even if they did not know anyone who actually studied there.  The school 
was housed in a stylish ultra-modern building on Parson's Walk opposite Wigan Grammar 
School and was a bold post war innovation in secondary technical education.  The school 
enjoyed an excellent reputation, albeit that post-war changes in educational philosophy 
forced its merger with the Grammar School in 1963 after a mere ten-year existence.   

Ron Hunt and Stephen Craig Smith happened to discuss the school via email towards the end 
of 2017 whilst working on another local history project.  It was during these email exchanges 
that we both realised 2018 would mark the 65th Anniversary of the opening of Thomas 
Linacre School and more sadly the 55th Anniversary of its closing.  Discussion drifted to the 
fact that no School History had been written, even though half a century had elapsed since the 
School’s demise.   

Ron, viewed by many old boys as the school’s unofficial custodian of all Thomas Linacre 
memorabilia, school magazines, news paper cuttings, scrap books and the rest, suggested that 
the two of us should address this omission and write a history ourselves.   

Thanks to Ron’s vast collection of local historical material it has been possible to write this 
history, much of it based on his collection of annual School Magazines, a vast array of local 
newspaper cuttings, various brochures, and other miscellaneous documents.  Additional help 
provided by Wigan History Shop staff and discussion with some ‘Old Boys’ now in their 60s 
and 70s, has made it possible for us to write a history of this deserving school whilst much of 
its existence remains within living memory.  

Ron Hunt, Wigan and 
Stephen Craig Smith, Australia 
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 
1953–1963 

Chapter 1 Origin to Opening 

Secondary Technical Schools were first proposed in the Butler Education Act (1944).  They were to 
parallel traditional Grammar Schools and Secondary Modern Schools in the immediate post war 
era.  The concept of Secondary Technical Schools was good in theory, but their cost of construction 
and difficulties in staff recruitment seriously limited the number of such schools established across 
the nation.  Wigan, with an economy heavily based on mining and industry, immediately saw the 
advantages of establishing a secondary technical school and with some prior experience of technical 
education was one of the first local education authorities to build one. 

How Secondary Technical Schools came about 

As stated above, Secondary Technical Schools came about as a result of the 1944 Butler Education 
Act which totally reorganised English secondary education.  This Act superseded all previous 
education law, replaced the then existing Board of Education with a Ministry of Education and 
decreed that henceforth all state maintained schooling would be free.  This Act was heavily based on 
the findings of the Norwood Report, commissioned in 1941 and published in 1943 (Norwood Report, 
1943).  The Norwood report was influenced by observed skill shortages encountered during the early 
years of the war and advocated an increased focus on technical skills which found expression within 
the 1944 Act. 

Henceforth, post war secondary education was to be organised on a tripartite basis comprising a 
combination of Secondary Grammar Schools, Secondary Technical Schools and Secondary Modern 
Schools with Local Education Authorities having some freedom on how they would implement this 
proposed system.   

Across the country the Grammar School stream, with limited entry access based on proven academic 
ability, posed few difficulties.  Grammar Schools had been in existence for hundreds of years.  There 
had been a Grammar School in Wigan for instance since 1597!   

The proposed Secondary Modern School stream, although with some differences from earlier 
elementary schools, was also accepted nationally without much fuss.   

The Secondary Technical School stream, also with limited entry access on proven academic ability, 
caused the greatest stir.  This was effectively an entirely new stream of secondary education and not 
a mere amendment to existing long established schools, teaching staff or curriculum.   

It was for this reason that relatively few Secondary Technical Schools were ever established 
nationally.  By 1963 only 204 Secondary Technical Schools had been established in the entire 
country with 40 per cent of local education authorities having established no technical school within 
their jurisdiction.  For every six pupils in the Grammar School stream there was only one pupil in the 
Technical School stream.   
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Chapter 1

Although one of the oldest boroughs in Lancashire, Wigan only grew in size and economic 
importance with the coming of the Industrial Revolution when it became dominated by mining, 
engineering and textile manufacture.  Education, focused on scientific and engineering skills to serve 
industry and science, made sound common sense and Wigan was 'ahead of the game' by establishing 
the Thomas Linacre Secondary Technical School in 1953.   

Secondary Technical Education in Wigan before the Thomas Linacre School 

Wigan had a long tradition of offering technical education in the town.  A Mining and Technical 
College was established in 1857 although it was not until 1903 that the college enjoyed a permanent 
home (Smith, S. 1965).  The College Building on Library Street was Officially Opened on Monday, 
12th January 1903 and the enlarged accommodation, afforded by the newly completed building, 
temporarily relaxed student pressure on class rooms, lecture theatres and laboratories.  

A Junior Technical School was first introduced by the college on Monday, 17th September 1906, 
some 38 years before the 1944 Education Act.  This marked the beginning of a successful college 
department which was to run for the next 47 years.  

Immediately before the Great War however, the Junior Technical School was in a poor financial 
condition because of a lack of scholarships and financial support, but by 1915 the school was 
substantially improved.  A new 3 year course of instruction was established and it received a 
comprehensive scheme of scholarships and financial aid from Wigan Education Committee, the 
Trustees of Willis and Diggles Charity and Wigan Consolidated Charities.  The School was officially 
recognised by the Board of Education as a Junior Technical School in 1915 and from 68 pupils in 
1915 it expanded to 105 pupils in 1916. 

A Junior Commercial School, to parallel the Junior Technical School, was established in 1917.  This 
(and a Senior Commercial School) were established after representation by the Wigan County 
Borough Education Committee.  The two junior schools - technical and commercial - catered for 
pupils aged between 13 to 15 plus (Smith, S. 1965).   

By 1923 116 pupils residing within the borough of Wigan and 38 from outside the borough were 
enrolled in the two junior Schools (Wigan Technical College, 1923).  A school uniform including 
caps, blazers and ties was introduced with great success in these Junior Schools in 1931 and 
throughout this period about ten times more children desired places than could be accommodated.   

A full Board of Education Inspection was made of both Junior Schools on 28th, 29th and 30th 
September 1933.  The report arising from this inspection proved favourable but the need for a 
gymnasium and a suitable playground was stressed.  During the 1936-37 session, admission to the 
two junior schools was staggered with one intake at Easter and another in September.  The reason for 
this decision was to distribute pupil graduation more widely during the year to suit both employers 
and the pupils by avoiding a large surplus of pupils seeking employment in the summer. 

On 1st April 1945 both junior schools became legally known under the 1944 Education Act as 
Secondary Schools and in November 1946 the two schools were merged into one.  The term 'Junior' 
was replaced by the term 'Secondary' thereby creating the 'College Secondary School’. 
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Origin to Opening

Birth of the Thomas Linacre School 

Although it was the Technical College which first introduced this type and level of technical 
education in Wigan back in 1906, by mid century the college was severely short of accommodation 
and wanted to focus more on tertiary education.  By the late 1940s Wigan Education Authority 
decided to take over responsibility for the technical side of the 'College Secondary School' in 
accordance with the 1944 Education Act and create an entirely new Secondary Technical School 
elsewhere in the town.   

As a preliminary to this future transfer, college staff devoting half or more of their teaching time to 
the ‘College Secondary School’ were re-timetabled during the 1947-48 session and separated from 
those college staff focused on tertiary education.  All new staff appointed after this date worked 
either entirely for the secondary school or entirely for the college tertiary section.  Public 
announcements were made by Wigan Education Authority in November 1949 stating that the 
technical section of the College Secondary School would be transferred to a new secondary technical 
school. 

Unfortunately, no arrangements were made by either Wigan Borough Council or Lancashire County 
Council to accommodate the commercial side of the college’s Secondary School.  As it was not 
considered advisable to retain one half of the secondary school and lose the other half, the college 
reluctantly decided to phase out the commercial side from Easter 1950.  The commercial side of the 
school therefore terminated in 1953 when the technical side was transferred en bloc to the new 
Thomas Linacre School. 

So, although the Thomas Linacre Technical School only came into being in 1953 it was continuing 
the town's tradition of offering secondary technical education.  The link between old and new was 
recognised at the formal opening of the new school in 1953 with the following words, 

"The Governors of the Thomas Linacre School wish to record their appreciation of the most 
generous action of the donors of the original cups and shields to the former College Secondary 
School in the Wigan and District Mining and Technical College and to the Governors of the College 
in agreeing to the transfer of these cups and shields to the Thomas Linacre School."    Official 
Thomas Linacre Opening Brochure (1953) - Page 30 

Planning the new school 

Building a new school in the early 1950s at a time of financial stringency and post war building 
shortages was, however, no easy task.   

Fortunately, the town already owned a suitable site for the new school, so costs of land acquisition 
were not an issue.  In 1937 Wigan Council had purchased a large block of church owned land 
immediately adjacent to the Market Square, with a grant of £5,400 from the Carnegie Trust.  This 
land had been purchased with a view to establishing an Institute of Leisure, a building which would 
have accommodated the headquarters of numerous local voluntary organisations and a Youth 
Employment Bureau.  The institute was never built so the land remained vacant for some years.  
After consideration of many claims for its use, the Council finally decided to allocate the site for 
'educational purposes' in 1948.  
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Chapter 1

By 1950 the Council was busy developing its overall Education Plan for the town and the 
development of a secondary technical school was high on its the agenda.  At first the council 
pondered the idea of making Wigan Grammar School a bi-lateral school providing both grammar and 
technical education within the same organisation, but this was finally rejected in favour of building 
an entirely new technical school.  Also, at this time there was recognition that the Technical College 
housed in the Library Street building was desperately short of accommodation and a new college 
building was also required.  Why not construct a new Technical College building and a new 
Technical School building adjacent to each other on land already owned by the council?  

The new secondary technical school required much forethought.  Pupils attending the 'College 
Secondary School' had come from both the town and adjacent county area so the new school would 
require agreement between both Wigan and Lancashire Education Authorities.  The proposed 
technical school was to be funded on the basis of an annual three form intake, two forms of Wigan 
students and one form of county students.  In recognition of this, the proportion of school governors 
was arranged on the basis of two to one with Wigan appointing 10 school governors and the county 
appointing 5 school governors.  

It was soon realised however, that during the early years of this new three form intake funded school 
there was another factor to consider.  Wigan Borough was financed by the Central Government to 
provide an annual four form intake of specialist students into secondary education.  It was assumed 
that once the new technical school came on line, a two form intake of students would be allocated to 
the grammar school and a two form intake to the technical school.   

However, two forms of annual student intake from Lancashire County had been attending the 
'College Secondary School' for many years and this was anticipated to continue into the future.  With 
a two form annual intake of Wigan students and a two form annual intake of County students this 
would result in a four form annual intake to the technical school - but central government funding 
would not be available in the immediate future to fund a four form school intake.  What should be 
done? 

This dilemma was solved in the following way.  As there was to be a new Technical College building 
located adjacent to the proposed technical school, an arrangement was made whereby a number of 
class rooms within the new college building would be made available to the new technical school for 
the foreseeable future.   

Preliminary plans for the school, unfortunately, were affected by the Ministry of Education when it 
imposed certain national economies regarding the nature and amount of steel which could be made 
available for all new school building projects.  This necessitated a considerable amount of revision to 
the initial plans to accommodate the type and quantity of steel nationally available and this 
influenced the nature and style of the new buildings. 

Building Contracts Signed 

A contract was signed in 1950 with architect Howard V. Lobb, C.B.E. F.R.I.B.A. of London to 
design both the new Secondary Technical School and the new College Extension which were to be 
sited adjacent to each other on the same block of land.  Mr Lobb was a well known architect who 
specialised in modern clean cut building designs.  He worked closely with G. Grenfell-Baines and 
Hargreaves, A.A.R.I.B.A. of Preston.   
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Origin to Opening

The firm of Leonard Fairclough Ltd. was appointed contractors for the two adjacent buildings.  
Leonard Fairclough Ltd started in the village of Adlington but was later based in London.  Leonard 
Fairclough's son Leonard Miller Fairclough was head of the firm at the time of the technical school 
contract. 

Felix J Samuely B.Sc. of London was appointed structural engineer.  Felix Samuely was born in 
Vienna in 1902 and migrated to Britain in 1933.  He was famous for 'mullion wall' construction and 
was involved with a number of projects associated with the 1951 Festival of Britain. 

The new technical school, designed to cater for 570 students at a cost of £232,000, was finally 
approved in 1951 and construction work could finally begin. 

Construction Begins  

Although the site chosen for the Technical School and new college building was conveniently central 
to the town, it presented certain construction difficulties.  A geological survey together with trial 
borings of the sub-soil indicated that the site would not be capable of taking a heavy building load 
without subsidence risk.  It was therefore necessary to pile the entire site for both the technical 
school and the college extension, which in later building phases was projected to rise to six floors in 
height. 

By early March 1951 construction proper began.  A perimeter fence was erected around the entire 
site on March 5th and foundation piling began on March 10th.  Piling was undertaken by the Franki 
Compressed Pile Co and a total of 286 piles were driven into the ground to a depth of up to 11 
metres.  Building of the superstructure began on 28th March 1952. 

Laying Ceremony of the Foundation Stone 12th May 1951 

A significant milestone in the construction of the school was marked by a Foundation Stone Laying 
Ceremony which took place on Saturday, 12th May 1951. 

!  

Foundation Stone laid 12th May 1951 
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Chapter 1

Mr C. R. Thorpe, who later became the first music teacher at the school, was invited to attend the 
Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony in May 1951 some two years before the school was ‘open for 
business’ and he recorded his memories of this occasion in the final edition of the School Magazine 
published in 1963. 

“It was May 12th, 1951, the day when the School’s Foundation Stone Laying 
Ceremony was held.  To celebrate the occasion a function was held in the 
evening in the Grammar School (an Omen to come!).  We dined and wined and 
there were some good speeches.  A Grammar School boy played very well some 
incidental music on the piano during the dinner, and between the speeches a 
well-known soprano commanded the attention of the whole assembly with her 
beautiful singing of songs which I had to accompany with the piano.  That was 
how I got in on the function!  I am rather proud of that somewhat remote first 
contact with the School before it was built.” 

TLS Magazine 1963 p10 C. R. Thorpe Music Master  

The Completed Building 

!

Thomas Linacre School as seen from Parson's Walk, Wigan 

Both buildings, but focus here is only on the Technical School, are severe in design with flat roofs, 
exposed rustic brick facia walls and steel windows sandwiched between exposed concrete mullions 
(vertical structures which separate adjacent windows) as seen in the above photograph.   

The overriding building concept and design consideration had to keep costs within the 'building cost 
per pupil place' dictated by the Ministry of Education.  The school design was influenced by the 
building's use, and was clean, sharp, modern and relatively economical to construct.  Although there 
has been some subsequent modification to internal elements of the building, the external structure 
today looks very much as it did over 60 years ago.  The three floor school was finally on its way to 
reality - see the following floor plans. 
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Origin to Opening

!

Plan of the Ground Floor of Thomas Linacre School 

!

Plan of the First and Second Floors of Thomas Linacre School 
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Chapter 1

The two staircase blocks can 
c l e a r l y b e s e e n o n t h i s 
photograph with the intervening 
Assembly Hall and glass wall 
protruding forwards between 
the two. 

Here is the south west court 
yard with the Gymnasium on 
the left and the workshops on 
the right.  The clock tower of 
the Grammar School can be 
seen on the skyline to the left 
o f t h e p h o t o g r a p h
emphasising the proximity of
the two schools

Here is a closer shot of the 
w i n d o w e d w a l l o f t h e 
Assembly Hall in front of the 
main teaching block and 
sandwiched between the two 
staircase towers. 

Although this striking new 
building was jokingly referred to in its very early days as 'a space station, a jam factory or a light 
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Origin to Opening

engineering works' (Brace, 1956) it was a school structure well ahead of its time: its exterior 
appearance however was secondary to its internal configuration and appealing learning environment. 

Below is a selection of internal photographs, taken shortly after the school opened, to illustrate the 
light and airy nature of its internal structure featuring the library, the geography class room, the 
drawing office, the chemistry laboratory, the headmaster's study and the school dining room.  

!  

Shortly after the school opened, the head master noticed the effect of such a bright and clean leaning 
environment on pupil morale.  He said that although the 'boys had not turned into angles', within a 
short time the standard and pattern of behaviour was very good - the lightness, brightness and 
cleanness encouraged student self-discipline. 
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Chapter 1

!

The Assembly Hall 

Whilst most of the facilities pictured above could be found in any secondary school the workshop 
facilities pictured below were unique to a school focused on technical education. 

!

The School Metal Workshop and Viewing Gallery 

!

The School Machine Shop 
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Origin to Opening

Both cost considerations and design principles precluded any significant decoration to the building, 
both inside and out.  The one exception to this was the commissioning of Colin Giffard A.R.I.B.A. of 
the Bath Academy of Art to paint two large murals, one at the top of each of the two staircases.  
Tragically neither of these murals is any longer in existence so they are described here in some detail 
below. 

The mural in the north west tower had 
a theme of the development of 
secondary education in Wigan and 
included the first National and Blue 
Coat School - one of the earliest 
schools in Wigan: an early Wigan 
Grammar School, the Georgian 
building which replaced it and the new 
Grammar School which stands today.  
There is the front entrance of the 
Wigan and District Mining and 
Technical College which for many 
years housed the College Secondary 
School.  The front entrance to the 
Rectory, once associated with the land 
upon with the new building was 
constructed, can be seen at the bottom 
right next to the school's main entrance 
and its School Badge.  See the 
photograph to the immediate left. 

The second mural in the north east tower had both an industrial and historic them.  History is focused 
on the right hand side and Industry on the left -see photograph below.  

!
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Chapter 1

A colliery winding wheel and cotton bobbins are clearly visible to the left of the mural, as is the town 
War Memorial in the centre, and the Parish Church clock and the thirteenth century Mab's Cross to 
the far right.  

Given the possibility that this building may be radically altered, or even demolished at some time in 
the future, the original building is briefly described here.  The description below is of the building as 
it was intended for its original use as a technical school and does not necessarily fully reflect its 
current use as part of Wigan and Leigh College today.   

The main teaching block enjoys a south facing aspect and the main hall, laboratories, workshops, 
dining room and gymnasium are grouped around an entrance hall.  Two flights of stairs, one at each 
end of the school building were designed to allow access to the upper floors with ease.  At the top of 
the stairs a student could turn left into one class room, go straight ahead to access a second class 
room or turn right to access a third class room.  Because nearly all class rooms were readily 
accessible from the two main staircases it was possible to keep corridor space to a minimum. 

Eighty percent of the school's teaching space was provided in a three storey teaching block serviced 
by two stair wells, one at each end.  Toilet and cloakroom accommodation was housed on mezzanine 
floors in both stair wells.   

A two storey laboratory block, located at right angles to the main teaching block, housed four large 
laboratories with associated storage and preparation rooms.  To the west of the laboratories were four 
workshops contained in a large square building at the rear of the school.  The school was provided 
with two play grounds, one to the side of the school and another at the rear. 

The School Name 

Given that technical schools were a new innovation and had to compete with traditional grammar 
schools for successful 11 plus scholar entrants, finding an appropriate name for the new school was 
of considerable importance - further compounded in the case of Wigan where the new technical 
school was located immediately opposite the 356 year old grammar school.  It would have been all 
too easy, simply to name the school 'Wigan Technical School' but this would hardly have made a 
national statement or stirred the interest of potential applicants.  

Wigan was both eminently sensible and extremely lucky in being able to give the school a unique 
and prestigious name with considerable gravitas.  The school was constructed on former church 
owned land, and from 1520 until his death in 1524 Thomas Linacre had held the position of Rector 
of Wigan.  Thomas Linacre (whose biography can be found in a later section of this history) was a 
great educationalist of his age - holding a degree of Doctor of Medicine, having links with both 
Oxford and Cambridge universities, being a physician to King Henry VII and later King Henry VIII 
and becoming the first President of the Royal College of Physicians. 

In reality, Thomas Linacre never visited Wigan, let alone lived in the town.  The granting of 
Rectorships to important people was quite common in the sixteenth century, the receiver of the 
Rectorship benefiting from Glebe land income but never actually partaking of local religious life.  In 
spite of this minor technicality, naming the school 'The Thomas Linacre School' was a master stroke 
of genius - a great name for a great school. 
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Origin to Opening

The Headmaster 

After the building and naming of a school, there comes the need to find a suitable headmaster 
because a school can be made or broken by the calibre of its leader.  As history has subsequently 
shown, a good decision was made by the appointment of Mr William Sydney Brace as inaugural 
headmaster.  Mr Brace, generally known as Bill Brace, graduated with a B.Sc. (1st Class Hons.) 
(London University) followed by an M.A. (Oxford University) and went on to become a school 
teacher.  A biography of Mr Brace can be seen in a later section of this history. 

The School Badge 

Every good school has to have a school badge, so when Wigan Education Committee agreed to name 
the new technical school the ‘Thomas Linacre School’ it was decided that a school badge should be 
based on the Linacre Family Coat of Arms - See below. 

!

A photograph of one of the original School Badges, still in its pristine condition - gold embalms on a 
black background - is shown below.   

!
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Chapter 1

School Motto  

The school adopted the Latin word ‘Progrediamur’ – ‘may we advance’ – as its motto.  In the first 
edition of the School Magazine published in the summer of 1954 the Headmaster had this to say 
about the School Motto. 

Historically there are two ideas of education – a liberal education and a 
craftsman’s education; developing the mind, and training to do a job.  craftsman’s education; developing the mind, and training to do a job.  
Sometimes the two ideas have been fused into a single school, but in this Sometimes the two ideas have been fused into a single school, but in this 
country, for many years they have been separated widely.  We are trying 
(here) to fuse them once more  

TLS Magazine 1954 p7 W. S. Brace, Headmaster 

With the building complete – well almost – a headmaster and staff appointed, a school name given, 
and a school motto accepted it was time to open its doors to its first cohort of pupils.  The Official 
Opening and the early life of the school are presented in the following chapter. 

Site Plan of Thomas Linacre School and the Technical College 
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 

Chapter 2   
‘Invention, Innovation and Implementation 1953-54 to 1955-56’ 

After three years of planning, preparation, construction and staff appointments, the school was ready 
to open its doors to the first cohort of pupils.  Headmaster Mr Brace was keen to extoll the virtues of 
secondary technical education, establish appropriate school rules and operational procedures and 
ensure the school would earn support and respect from parents and the wider community.  He was 
insistent that although Thomas Linacre School was a technical school its curriculum would embrace 
a broad liberal education including such pursuits as art and music.  Sports Days and school plays 
would all be part of the mix.  During its first three years the school focused on its curriculum, 
planned expansion, and the development of pupil focused clubs and societies. 

School begins - the First Day 

The first day Thomas Linacre School opened its doors to pupils was Monday, 21st September 1953 
when 409 out of a roll of 411 boys arrived at 9-05am.  This was three weeks later than initially 
planned because of minor delays to the completion of the building.  According to the Headmaster the 
first boy to arrive at the school was W. Bull.   

The first pupil cohort comprised those boys entering secondary education for the first time plus 
additional pupils transferred in from the Secondary School of the Wigan and District Mining and 
Technical College and other secondary schools in and around Wigan.  

The first pupil intake was made up of four forms at 11+ (2 forms of Wigan based pupils and two 
forms of county based pupils); three forms at 12+ (selected from secondary modern schools in Wigan 
and Lancashire); five forms at 13+ (one boy choosing to transfer from the grammar school, two of 
boys selected for transfer from secondary modern schools, and two boys from the secondary school 
of the Wigan and District Mining and Technical College); two forms at 14+ and a small group at 15+ 
all from Wigan Technical College Secondary School.  The opening of the school was a significant 
town event and was covered in the Liverpool Daily Post of Friday 18th September 1953 as follows; 

“The New Thomas Linacre Secondary Technical School in Parsons Walk, Wigan 
will be opened on Monday, 21st September………In three years’ time it will 
accommodate 600 boys, but the initial intake will be of 400 boys aged from 
eleven to sixteen………a number will be transferred from the secondary 
school of Wigan and District Mining and Technical College which is being 
closed down and incorporated into the new school……and many pupils will be 
transferred from county schools”  

Liverpool Daily Post 18th September 1953 

Even with this delayed start, four workshops, two laboratories and the Assembly Hall were at the 
time still unfinished.  The Physics Laboratory was only ready by Monday, 28th September and the 
Mechanics Laboratory was brought into use on Tuesday 29th September, but the workshops were not  
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Chapter 2

completed until much later.  The Assembly Hall was only ready in time for the Official Opening on 
Tuesday, 24th November 1953.  Many years later the Headmaster Mr Brace recorded his memories of 
the school’s very first day.  

Five months of steady work had come to an end.  Staff had been appointed; 
text books, exercise books, stationery and equipment of every sort had been 
chosen.  Timetables and Schemes of work had been prepared.  Three weeks of 
unexpected waiting had come to an end.  At last the builders had vacated most 
of the premises.  The day had arrived. 

There had been a dress rehearsal with the staff and a dozen hand picked 
boys.  No Assembly Hall; no laboratories; no work-shops – but 409 boys. 409 
boys who rose as the Headmaster walked into the Dining Room.  Now planning 
would be put to the test.  Now precedents would be set which would last for 
years.  Would the simple framework of rules work?  Would the aim of 
cultivating responsibility by giving responsibility prove realistic?  Would the 
new venture succeed? 

Photographs abounded.  It poured with rain.  Still everything went with 
almost unbelievable smoothness.  

TLS Magazine 1963 W. S. Brace Headmaster 

The Official Opening Tuesday, 24th November 1953 

The Official Opening of the school took place on Tuesday, 24th November.  A most informative 
Commemorate Brochure was printed for this occasion and much of this account is based on 
information contained therein. 

Chairman of the Governors - Alderman E. Maloney, Vice-Chairman - Councillor S. Taylor, the 
Mayor - Alderman J. Aspinall, the Ex-Mayor - Councillor T. R. Lythgoe, and Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the Council and Councillor H. R. Hancock took centre stage and were joined 
by 34 other invited guests - the father of one of the authors of this history included. 

The ceremony began with a short service of dedication conducted by the Rector of Wigan Canon F. 
L. M. Bennett, M.A. and ended with inaugural speeches.

The Captain of the School (the title Captain of the School was changed the following year to Head 
Boy), H. D. Turner presented a copy of the school’s Coat of Arms to Alderman Smith, and Mr 
Leonard Fairclough (chief contractor for the building of the school) made a presentation to Mrs. 
Smith.   

The Headmaster inaugurated the Friends of Thomas Linacre School – persons who had rendered 
service to the school in an outstanding way – and a distinctive tie was presented to each of the nine 
members.  The persons who had rendered service to the school in an outstanding way were Alderman 
Edward Maloney J.P. Chairman, Abraham Guest J.P., Howard V Lobb C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., G. 
Grenfell Baines A.R.I.B.A., Leonard Fairclough J.P., John Wilkinson A.R.I.B.A., John Ind, Reese 
Edwards and John Dean. 

After the Opening Ceremony in the Assembly Hall a Commemorative Dinner was given in the Hall 
of the Grammar School.  This was attended by over two hundred guests.  
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!

Thomas Linacre School Opening Ceremony 24th November 1953 

The above photograph shows a packed School Assembly Hall of officials, invited guests, staff and 
parents on the occasion of the Official Opening on Tuesday 24th November 1953 which received a 
good write up in the Evening Chronicle published on 25th November. 

"Magnificent and Superb were the adjectives used by the speakers last night 
to describe Wigan's pioneering venture in Technical education, the £240,000 
Thomas Linacre Secondary Technical School.   

They found inspiration, at the opening proper by Alderman Andrew Smith, 
Chairman of Lancashire County Council, in the contemporary design and 
furnishing of the Assembly Hall.   

Alderman Edward Maloney, Chairman of the Wigan Borough Education 
Committee and first chairman of the School Governors, responding to the 
toast 'The School, its architects and builders': said 

"I consider this school to be a product of the age in which we live; we live in a 
technical and scientific age in which this country is faced with problems.  
This school will give to this area an opportunity to deal with some of the 
problems." 

"If this country is to survive as a great nation we shall need to apply all the 
available scientific and technical knowledge - and we shall need trained 
personnel for that task.  The Thomas Linacre School is not a rival to the 
Grammar School - it is its partner." 

"I feel that a transfer of students from one school to another at any stage in 
their school career is a much better arrangement than a huge soulless 
comprehensive school." 

"Within 25 years we shall have atomic energy used for power, and industry 
will cease to depend on geographical factors.  A secondary technical school 
and college of further education will help equip us for this future" 

Evening Chronicle 25th November 1953 
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Headmaster Mr William Sydney Brace 

The inaugural Headmaster Mr. Brace was a most accomplished teacher.  To broaden his teaching 
experience, he spent one year at a school in Denver, Colorado in 1950-51 before returning to the UK 
where he took up the position of Head of the Mathematics Department at Mexborough Grammar 
School.  He was appointed Headmaster of Thomas Linacre School in 1953 with a view to 
establishing a suitable curriculum and running a school which could make its mark in secondary 
technical education.  

Student comments on Mr Brace, remembered many decades after they had left the school, are posted 
on the www.wiganworld.co.uk website and make interesting reading.  As one might expect from past 
students, their memorable impressions of their Headmaster are heavily influenced by how well 
behaved, or how unruly they were, during their school years.  

"You didn't mess with this man.  Feared and admired by everyone who attended the school.  It's only 
in later life that you appreciate people who played a major part in your formative years." 
Anonymous  

"As a headmaster he was as good as it gets.  I can still see him gliding into assembly, gown flowing 
behind him and over 500 boys falling silent.  We were privileged to have him"  David M..... 

"This man was brilliant.  He was running a Technical School yet once a week he sat down with the 
whole school for a (usually live) music recital.  This introduction was a major influence on the 
development of my subsequent lifelong interest in orchestral music and subsequently opera.  In 
addition, Bill Brace was very innovative in devising the weekly career talks for the whole school.  
After 5 to 7 years at TLS no pupil could say they didn't know what sort of jobs were out there for 
them." Graham F.... 

"I have painful memories of his use of the cane.  We used to wait outside his office awaiting our 
sentence and would count the whacks applied to the unfortunate that was inside.  Mr Bullock put me 
in detention three times in one week - this must be a record - and the result was inevitable and 
painful." Michael H..... 

"I too have good memories of Thomas Linacre School and Bill Brace.  For me the highlight was 
when he personally went around the entire school forcing boys to attend a school play 'A Street Car 
named Desire'.  He came into our metalwork/engineering class and asked everyone individually 
what their excuse was for not buying a ticket - all excuses he scoffed at and insisted they should all 
attend.  When he got to me and asked 'why aren't you going’ I replied 'I saw it on TV a few weeks ago 
and thought it was junk, so if professional actors can't please me what hope do school kids have?  
His reply was 'you are excused for your honesty'.  I had been into his office a few times, and for the 
most part I had a great deal of respect for him.  I never had a detention all through school, probably 
by not breaking the 11th Commandment -Thou shalt not get caught." David S.....  

“I always had the highest regard for Bill Brace.  The rules at Linacre were not rocket science.  Stick 
to the simple rules and life was good.  Thanks for your personal words that I have never forgotten 
Mr Brace." David M..... 
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School Staff list for School Year 1953-54 

The initial complement of teaching staff was listed in the Official Opening Brochure and this is 
replicated below to give an idea of the number, calibre and expertise of the initial school staff 
complement. 

!

Staff expertise covered a wide range of both traditional and technical subjects including English, 
Geography, History, Modern Languages, Art, Music, Religious Instruction, and Physical Education 
together with Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, General Science, Technical and Mechanical 
Drawing, Metal Work and Wood Work. 

!19



Chapter 2

School Houses 

The house system is a traditional feature of English schools; the system originating in boarding 
schools where students actually ate, drank and slept in individual houses.  A school is divided into 
subunits called 'houses' and each student is allocated to one house at the time of enrolment.  Houses 
compete with one another at sports and sometimes in other ways, thus providing a focus for group 
loyalty.

At its inception Thomas Linacre School was initially divided into eight houses; 

Brunel, Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806 - 1859) English mechanical and civil engineer 
Dalton, John Dalton (1766 - 1844) English chemist, physicist and meteorologist  
Faraday, Michael Faraday (1791 - 1867) English scientist who worked on electromagnetism 
Harvey, William Harvey (1578 - 1657) English physician in anatomy and physiology 
Newton, Isaac Newton (1643 - 1727) English astronomer, physicist and mathematician  
Rutherford, Ernest Rutherford (1871 - 1937) English physicist and father of nuclear physics 
Stephenson, George Stephenson (1781 - 1848) English engineer and father of railways 
Wren, Christopher Wren (1632 - 1723) English anatomist, astronomer, and physicist 

As would be expected in a technical school, all the houses were named after famous scientists or 
engineers.  These eight school houses were amalgamated into four houses at the beginning of School 
Year 1961-62, but these are described later in this history. 

School Philosophy 

The philosophy of the new school was spelt out by the headmaster many times during the first year 
of operation; at the time of its Official Opening in November 1953, when the School Magazine was 
launched in the Summer Term of the 1953-54 School Year and on the occasion of the first Speech 
Night held in October 1954. 

Mr Brace had made it very clear at its Official Opening that Thomas Linacre School was going to be 
a most interesting experiment.  His view was that as society was becoming more and more dependent 
on the applied sciences and technology for its survival, there was an urgent need for education to 
focus on the needs of industry.  This school would provide a much needed technically trained 
workforce for industry and its practical applications would be an incentive for many young school 
boys to learn. 

His view of the school was that it should offer a combined blend of liberal education permeated and 
inspired by twentieth century technology – training for life and training for a livelihood.  

The school was to be open to all boys who had passed the 11 plus examination and had attained the 
age of 11, living in Wigan or its adjoining county areas.  The school would offer a full seven year 
education program but pupils could leave after completing five years and taking the General 
Certificate of Education at Ordinary Level.  During this five year period all pupils would follow a 
common program with minor variations according to their individual aptitudes, abilities and 
vocational interests.  

The headmaster accepted that the foundations of secondary education in England comprised English, 
Mathematics and Science – especially the Physical Sciences.  He considered English as necessary for 
everyone to be able to communicate their ideas clearly and concisely and to appreciate ideas 
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belonging to others.  Mathematics and Science were seen as fundamental because they were the real 
bases of national technology. 

Other subjects to be included within the curriculum were to be a second language with German seen 
as the most useful second language for science and technology; Geography being the study of the 
physical world, raw materials and natural phenomena; History for its analysis of interrelationships of 
people over time; and the Arts - Music, Drawing, Painting, Modelling and Literature so the human 
spirit could be inspired.  Crafts and Technical Drawing were seen as necessary so that basic 
techniques for the manipulation of tools could be acquired and understood.  Physical Education and 
Religious Instruction were also considered necessary attributes of the overall curriculum.  

The school was equipped with laboratories, workshops and specialist rooms so pupils could continue 
for a full seven years and exit the school with the General Certificate of Education at Advanced 
Level thereby enabling pupils to go on to undertake tertiary study at university or college.  Those 
taking the full seven year program, but not wishing to continue with university study, could become 
apprentices and follow courses for which their school studies would give them some advanced credit 
enabling them to seek membership of the Institutes of Mechanical or Electrical Engineers.  

All this study was to be undertaken in a school environment where a considerable measure of 
reliance was to be placed on the boys themselves – there were to be no elaborate pseud-democratic 
arrangements and senior boys would be given opportunities to supervise and direct junior pupils.  As 
will be seen in this history, this philosophy was the guiding principle of the school throughout its ten 
year existence. 

The link between Education and Future Careers 

As potential employment prospects were seen as central to the overall school curriculum it was 
deemed that ‘no boy should leave the school without having at least some idea of the kinds of job 
which would be open to him if he obtained the necessary qualifications’.  Every week the entire 
school would be subject to a series of career talks from invited guests who would discuss the nature 
of the job and the skills required to obtain that position.  During the year aeronautical experts from 
the English Electric Co., officials from the North West Gas Board, representatives of the National 
Coal Board, building contractors, and a director of education gave some of the weekly talks.  In the 
headmaster’s first annual report he stated, “not all the talks have been entertaining but they have all 
been informative’. 

A Careers Bureau was set up in the school and a wide selection of career booklets were located in the 
library, and all boys were encouraged to have close contact with the local Youth Employment 
Officer.  School visits to various industrial facilities were also an essential part of school life; visits 
during the year included Irlam Steel Works and the local gas works in Wigan. 

Gifts to the School 

Early in the school year the school was presented with a Lectern and Bible by well wisher Mr. W. A. 
Atherton, which he and his wife had bought specially for the new school.  The photograph on the 
next page shows Mr. Atherton (centre of photograph) accompanied by Headmaster Mr. Brace (left of 
the photograph) and Mr. Reese Edwards, Director of Education for Wigan (right of photograph) at 
the official presentation.  
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Presentation of a lectern and bible to the 
school by well wisher Mr. W. A. Atherton. 

Another gift to the school of a different kind 
was the Timken Showcase and Portable 
Multiflex Flexible Drive Tool.  The Timken 
Showcase was presented to the school by the 
manufacturers along with a range of Timken 
parallel roller bearings, illustrated books and 
diagrams on how and where these bearings are 
used. 

The firm considered a portable Multiflex 
Flexible Drive Tool and a full range of tools to fit was an appropriate gift to a newly founded 
technical school.  This machine could be taken to the job and fitted with a variety of files, grinding 
wheels, polishing wheels and wire brushes. 

The Annual School Play 

Emphasising the importance of a liberal education the school encouraged extra curricular activities 
from its first year of operation.  A school Dramatic Group was established and performed its first 
play John Deighton’s ‘The Happiest Days of your Life’ from the 1st to 3st to 3st rd April 1954.  This was ard April 1954.  This was ard

s c h o o l e v e n t s t r o n g l y 
supported by the headmaster 
and the annual play was 
r e c o r d e d i n e v e r y 
headmaster’s annual report for 
the entire life of the school. 

This was a topical and 
h i l a r i o u s f a r c e w h i c h 
demanded unselfish team 
work by cast, stage hands, and 
assistance in the auditorium.  
According to some comments 
in the school magazine the 
intellectual content of the play 
was not very high but the 
choice of a suitable play for a boy’s school with no pupils over 16 was severely limited.  With an ‘all 
boys’ cast of actors the more capable actors performed the female roles.  According to the local paper 
which published the above photograph the play amused, and the players enjoyed themselves.  
Congratulations to Mr Austin and all his many helpers. 

Clubs and Societies 

The sign of a good school is one which encourages and supports pupil centred clubs and societies.  
This requires interested and proactive boys and staff members willing and able to help run them.  As 
one might expect with any first year of operation, it takes time for boys to settle in, create friends and 
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find common areas of interest.  The Dramatic Society has been described above, a Ship Adoption 
Society was formed together with a school choir and a small orchestra.  The only recorded club 
known to have run during the first year was the Fencing Club. 

The Fencing Club really started when Mr. Ingamells came into a classroom The Fencing Club really started when Mr. Ingamells came into a classroom 
and found some boys ‘fencing’ with rulers.  He then asked us if we were and found some boys ‘fencing’ with rulers.  He then asked us if we were 
interested in learning how to fence properly.  Naturally we said ‘yes’ so a interested in learning how to fence properly.  Naturally we said ‘yes’ so a 
fencing club was founded. 

TLS Magazine 1954 p17 

The first Sports Day 

As with any ‘boys school’ sport was taken very seriously and there was strong rivalry between 
Thomas Linacre School and the Grammar School.  The annual sports were held on Mesnes Playing 
Field adjacent to the school on the opposite side of Parsons Walk.

The culmination of the year’s sporting 
activities was the Annual Sports Day – the 
first Sports Day being held on 29th June 
1954 when Mrs. E. Maloney – wife of 
Alderman E. Maloney (Chairman of the 
Governors), presented the annual trophies.  
The Overall House Champion at the first 
sports day was Harvey House. 

The photograph on the left shows Mrs 
Maloney accompanied by the headmaster 
presenting prizes at the first sports day held 
in June 1954.  Seen receiving the junior 
championship cup was master Miton who 
lived in Beech Hill. 

Sport roundup  

In football the school under-fifteen XI team did extremely well winning the league championship 
and the Area and Daily Dispatch Shield for the best football team in Lancashire.  The school first XI
team also did well considering they had only recently played together as a school team.  Five of the 
eleven won Wigan Boys’ colours.  In cricket the team had played as a team for an even shorter time 
and put up a good performance against Chorley Grammar School. 

The School Magazine  

Thomas Linacre School started producing an annual School Magazine from its year of inception; the 
first magazine appearing in the Summer Term of 1954.  It was very clear from the day of opening, 
that the Headmaster wanted the school magazine to provide a detailed record of the progress and 
activities of the school year by year.  This was good thinking because these magazines have proved 
an invaluable historical source for the writing of this history.  
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This is what the Headmaster had to say about the School Magazine in his opening remarks contained 
within in the first issue. 

The primary function of a school magazine is of course that it shall be a 
record of the school’s life.  All its major aims, activities and achievements 
must be put down.  This is a new school, and its aims are to a large extent must be put down.  This is a new school, and its aims are to a large extent 
original; its activities are not as yet as extensive as those of long-
established schools but promise to be more diverse; and its achievements are established schools but promise to be more diverse; and its achievements are 
yet to come. 

In addition, we want this magazine to do its part in producing technicians who 
have wide interests outside the laboratory and workshop – men in whose lives have wide interests outside the laboratory and workshop – men in whose lives 
there is room for literature as well as lathes, whose interests extend to there is room for literature as well as lathes, whose interests extend to 
poetry and painting as well as plumb-lines and potentiometers. 

TLS Magazine 1954 p6 W. S. Brace 

1st Speech Night, 4th November 1954 

The Thomas Linacre Annual School Speech Night was in some ways the single most important event 
in the school calendar, but every one of them (barring that of school year 1962-63) was held in the 
October or November following the close of the school year in July.  This time lag allowed for the 
preparation of the Headmaster’s annual report, the collection of all prizes and the processing of all 
prize recipients.  

In this history, Speech Nights are discussed in the school year to which they relate and not in the 
school year in which they took place.  The first Speech Night took place within School Year 
1954-55 but is described here as the culmination of School Year 1953-54. 

For the first Speech Night of Thomas Linacre School, Professor Alistar C. Hardy F.R.S., M.A., 
D.Sc., Linacre Professor of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, Oxford University was invited as
Guest Speaker; the reason Professor Hardy was invited requiring no explanation.  Because of
accommodation requirements speech nights were always held in the Queens Hall, Wigan.

The photograph to the 
left shows G. Wilkinson 
(Head Boy in 1954-5 and 
later again in 1956-7) 
receiving a prize from 
Professor Alister C. 
Hardy, at the first Annual 
Speech and Prize night 
held in the Queens Hall, 
Wigan. 

P r o f e s s o r H a r d y 
d e l i v e r e d a s p e e c h 
congratulating the school 
on a successful first year 
of operation.  He went on 

to say, “A school of this kind which is combining a technical training with a liberal education can do 
so much service in bringing back that wideness of view which marked the period of the 
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Renaissance”.  Professor Hardy ended his talk by suggesting the school should have a holiday 
(which was duly granted on the following day, 5th November.) 

The headmaster’s annual address focused on the following.  The school’s first year of operation had 
been an experimental one with a few disappointments, and he also stated that the following years 
would continue to be experimental.  He reemphasised the objectives of the school and warned of the 
danger of specialisation too early in a boy’s education.  The school curriculum was being kept 
deliberately free of specialisation in its early years to ensure that no boy had any openings closed 
because he had opted to attend a technical school.   

He pointed out that the technical school was not a trade school which focused on narrow specialised 
pre-apprenticeship training.  The Thomas Linacre School offered a deliberately broad curriculum 
which in some ways differed little from a science focused stream of a grammar school but at the 
Thomas Linacre School there was a more definite purpose in the studies with links to a wide range of 
industrial and professional applications.  A technical school is permeated by an atmosphere of reality. 

He considered School Sport as important.  The under fifteen football team headed the Wigan schools 
league.  The under thirteen football team became the joint holders of the Lythgoe Cup and at the 
Wigan Schools Sports they won a shield and two cups and tied with the Grammar School.  

Of the 409 pupils, just five were old enough to form a General Certificate form.  All five progressed 
well enough to enter the GCE O’ level and out of 30 entries 22 of them were successful - 73 per cent.  
One boy received a Ministry of Supply Engineering Apprenticeship.  

School Year 1954 - 55 

In September 1954 the school entered its second year of operation with increased confidence, more 
pupils and additional staff.  School clubs and societies proliferated, school trips and outings were 
arranged, increasing use was made of the magnificent Assembly Hall, and its first Open Day took 
place in June 1955.  G. F. Wilkinson was appointed Head Boy for the year. 

The school was planned to ultimately accommodate around 600 boys when all school years came 
into operation; in its opening year approximately 400 boys were enrolled ranging from year one to 
year five.  Pupil numbers now increased with a 1954 first year intake and the advancement of the 
1953 pupil intake by one year; the school thereby extending from year one to the lower sixth.  This 
naturally required a larger complement of teaching staff.  To accommodate the extra staff, boys and 
classes, in November the school took over four classrooms in the John McCurdy Hall – the adjacent 
new technical college building.  

Staff changes 

One member of the school teaching staff Mr. T. Jones (Technical Drawing) left at the end of the first 
year to go to Widnes Technical College but six new staff joined the team, 
Mr. F. Bould (Technical Drawing and Engineering) 
Mr. D. W. Bulloch (Engineering) 
Mr. W. D. Martindale (Mathematics and Physics) 
Mr. L. C. Parry (Physical Training) 
Mr. D. Pegg (German) 
Mr. T. Pay (English) 
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The School Song 

Early in the school year, it was suddenly realised that the first Speech Night (already described in the 
previous section) was due within a few months and no School Song had been written.  Action was 
hastily required.  The words of the song were written by the English Master Mr. D. E. Austin and the 
accompanying music was composed by the Music Master Mr. C. R. Thorpe. 

Linacre, whose name we proudly bear, 
Whose coat of arms we wear, 

Beckons to us to follow in his steps 
His life, fulfilled, shall light the way 

We try to tread from day to day. 
May we advance in strength and skill 

To harness hands' and minds' united powers 
And make his purpose ours. 

When workshop and laboratory engage our lives at last, 
In craft and trade may all our works express 

A harmony of grace and usefulness. 
May we perceive the germ of true success: 

Our duty to the future is a debt owed to the past. 

Linacre, whose name we proudly bear, 
Whose coat of arms we wear, 

Beckons to us to follow in his steps 
In science's service we shall strive 

His heritage to keep alive. 
May we advance in strength and skill 

To harness hands' and minds' united powers 
And make his purpose ours. 

The birth of the School Song was described by the Music Master many years later in the 1963 (and 
final) Edition of the School Magazine. 

“We nearly forgot that a School Song would be required for Speech Day.  
With seven weeks to go, Mr. Austin, an English master at that time, took it 
upon himself the task of writing the words and left me with about five weeks 
in which to compose the music and teach the song to the whole school.  Its 
first public rendering was received with mixed feelings. 

Comments ranged widely – “too long” “too difficult” “at least it’s not sloppy” 
even “good”.  I know that Mr. Brace had mixed feelings about it, but after 
several hearings, when he got to know it better and could join in the singing, 
he told me he was liking it more and more.”  

TLS Magazine 1963 p11 Mr. C. R. Thorpe Music Master 
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Careers 

The weekly Wednesday Morning invited Careers Talks to the entire school were continued with talks 
presented during the year by representatives from such organisations as the N.W. Electricity Board, 
Imperial Chemical Industries, British Railways and the Atomic Energy Authority.  Newspaper 
advertisements were displayed around the school, showing those boys who were interested, a wealth 
of information on conditions of work and qualifications required.  For boys leaving at the end of the 
year, a Careers Room was made available for interviews and visits were arranged for the local Youth 
Employment Officer to regularly attend the school. 

The School Magazine 

Although the school magazine was not published until the end of the school year the headmaster was 
keen to encourage all boys to contribute articles as the year progressed.  Quite understandably the 
first edition of the school magazine contained numerous articles on the planning, opening and 
philosophy of the school curriculum which could only be written by him but from now on he wanted 
contributions from the boys themselves.  Fewer contributions were presented that he would have 
liked, and he wrote this at the beginning of the 1955 School Magazine.  

If the magazine is to be a full record of the school’s activities, we must have 
full reports from all houses, clubs and societies.  Only three Houses have 
supplied accounts of their doings; posterity will wrongly conclude that the 
other five have been idle.  We do beseech all separate bodies to employ a 
secretary to keep track of their activities and be able to give a concise 
summary to the magazine when asked for. 

TLS Magazine 1955 p4 W.S. Brace 

Given that much of this school history has been based on material contained within the 10 Thomas 
Linacre School Magazines produced by the school he was most perceptive man!  

House News 

Although the headmaster claimed only three of the eight School Houses presented an end of year 
report there were in fact four submissions.  
Harvey House with Housemaster Mr. J. Lowe and House Captain H. D. Turner (1953-54 Head Boy 
of the school although called School Captain at the time) submitted an annual report stating how 
pleased the House was having been overall House Champion at the first school Sports Day and were 
hoping to be as equally successful in 1954-55. 
Newton House with Housemaster Mr. R. B. Clarke and House Captain M. Lang planned and 
conducted a trip to Liverpool Docks which proved very interesting and enjoyable. 
Rutherford House with Housemaster Mr. L. Smith and House Captain E. Winstanley commented 
that its Junior Team had been more successful than the Senior Team at sports but hoped things would 
improve. 
Wren House with Housemaster Mr. H. G. Jones and House Captain B. A. Brooks reported that the 
house had been very successful at swimming. 

Clubs and Societies 

The number of school Clubs and Societies proliferated during its second year of operation.   
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Fencing Club 
The fencing Club was one of the first to be established and started with the help of Mr Ingamells and 
Mr Robinson in the school’s first year – as discussed in a previous section of this history.  Six new 
members joined the club in 1954 and, because of the nature of the sport, membership was limited to 
boys in their third year or above. 

Linacre Society 
The Linacre Society was founded early in the year with Headmaster Mr. Brace as President and Head 
Boy G. F. Wilkinson as Secretary and met on Monday Evenings.  It was decided that this would be a 
scientific society with several specialist sections – Astronomy, Biology, Chemistry, and Radio.  The 
Astronomy Section had Mr. James as Chairman and R. Hodge as Secretary and the group held 
various talks on the planets and a trip was made to Hesketh Park, Southport to inspect how to use a 
telescope.  The Biology Section had S. J. Brown as Chairman and I. E. Raynor as Secretary and 
numerous sessions focused on pond water and life therein followed by earth worm dissection under 
the supervision of Mr. Rhodes.  No report of the activities pertaining to the Chemistry Section were 
recorded but the Radio Section had Mr. Smith as Chairman with assistance from Mr. Martindale and 
P. A. Turner as Secretary.  This section was lucky to have received a donation of many pieces of 
equipment from Mr. Rothwell who was a student teacher at the school for a time.  Much time was 
given to dismantling and cataloguing the donated equipment. 

Debating Society 
The Debating Society was formed in February of this year with Mr. T. Pey as its Chairman and H. D. 
Turner as its Secretary.  A debating society was encouraged by the school because it was considered 
important in facilitating expression, confidence, new interests and widened vision.  The two topics 
debated during the year were both topical at the time.  The first debate was ‘That England’s Colonies 
should be granted self-government’ where the motion was carried, and the second debate was ‘That 
the Discovery of Atomic Energy is to be regretted’ where the motion was defeated.  

Judo Club 
The Judo Club was set up with Mr. Martindale as President and D. Lloyd as Secretary and they met 
on Friday evenings after 4pm.  The reason and method of formation is best summed up in the TLS 
Magazine entry below.  The highlight of this year was a trip to Manchester to see a ‘black belt’ in 
action at a Judo exhibition. 

On learning that Mr Martindale had some knowledge of Judo, several of us 
asked him if he would teach us.  Mr. Martindale, perhaps thinking that two or 
three lessons would satisfy a passing enthusiasm (or knock out for us), 
agreed to give a few demonstrations assisted by Mr. Pegg.  Several of us kept 
up our enthusiasm beyond the initial difficulties and a Judo Club was formed 
during the latter part of the Christmas Term. 

TLS Magazine 1955 p13 

Music Club 
A music club was formed at the beginning of the year and met every Wednesday after school in the 
Assembly Hall. The Secretary of this club was J. K. Quinlan, but no name is given for its President.  
A malfunctioning school radiogram limited listening to, and then discussion of, various pieces of 
music but Mr. Pegg stepped in, and over a series of meetings discussed the evolution of piano music 
from the 16th Century to the present day. 
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Members of the club discussed the possibility of visiting Liverpool and Manchester to hear the 
Liverpool Philharmonic and Halle Concerts and Mr Pegg made enquiries about hiring a coach.  
Unfortunately, if the visits had gone ahead they would have returned to the school too late for the 
boys to get home by public transport and the idea went no further. 

Swimming Club 
The school wanted to form a swimming club in its first year and held a school Swimming Gala on 
2nd July 1954 when Wren House were the swimming champions.  The reason no club could be nd July 1954 when Wren House were the swimming champions.  The reason no club could be nd

formed in the first year was due to a lack of suitable time slots at the local swimming baths for 
regular swimming practise.  The problem was resolved by September 1954 when the Headmaster 
held discussions with the Wigan Baths Superintendent and a training time slot was secured for school 
swimming practise on Monday evenings between 6-30 and 7-30. 

As a result of these negotiations a swimming club was formed in September 1954 at the beginning of 
the school year.  At the first practise session, over 70 boys turned up – too many to be practical, but 
after some preliminary swimming trials numbers were reduced to a more manageable 30 to 40 boys.  
Tests for Certificates awarded by Wigan Education Committee were held and 9 boys were awarded 
certificates at Advanced Standard, 12 at Intermediate Standard and 16 at Elementary Standard.  

School Scout Group 
This was actually formed in June 1954 at the close of the first school year and meetings were held 
every Monday during the long Summer Vacation.  Mr. Hilton was in charge assisted by Mr. Potts and 
Mr. Parry.  Four Scout Patrols – Hawkes, Owls, Peewits and Seagulls were created.  Membership 
was limited to boys who were 13 years and 6 months, so 18 months of service could be 
accomplished before becoming Seniors.  During the year, six scouts obtained the Linguists Badge 
and preparations were well under way for selected scouts to obtain the Weatherman’s Badge. 

School Visits 

Geography Expedition to Ingleton 
The school was keen for boys to be taken on visits, when and where appropriate to support their 
studies and widen their life experiences.  A successful geography expedition to the Ingleborough 
district of Yorkshire was led by Mr. James one very wet Friday.  The coach first stopped to pick up 
Mr. Robinson at Chorley en route to the Ingleton waterfalls. 

Visit to M. V. ‘Queensbury’ 

On June 26th a small school party was invited by the 
owners of the ‘school-adopted ship Queensbury’ to visit 
it and her commander Captain Laider, while in S. W. No 
3 Dock at Liverpool.  Mr. James and Mr. Brace 
accompanied the party travelling by train to Liverpool 
and then by the overhead electric railway to the docks.  
After a conducted tour of the ship, the boys were treated 
to a hearty shipborne meal.  Back row centre Mr. H. E. 
Jones, Captain Laidler and Mr. W. S. Brace in the 
photograph to the left.
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The following are here identified as being the more important School events during the year 

The Annual School Play 

The annual school pay chosen for the school’s second year of operation was ‘She Stoops to 
Conquer’ a comedy of sorts written by Oliver Goldsmith in 1773. By all accounts the English 
Master Mr. Austin was more enthusiastic about this play than most of its potential actors.  

To find oneself plunged into the sticky business of a School Play for the 
first time is no light matter.  Apparently, the volunteer corps did not 
suffice, for Mr Austin’s method of securing actors penetrated the Prefects’ 
Stronghold and unconditional surrender ensued.  The inhabitants, 
protesting that Mr Austin had stooped to conquer, found themselves doomed 
to late teas and early line learning.   

T.L.S. Magazine 1955 p18 H. D. Turner

Diligent line learning paid off and the play went well in 
spite of the actors being plunged into darkness by some
f a u l t o f t h e 
spotlights.  H. D. 
Turner, Head Boy 
the previous year 
wrote “On the whole 
the school has a 
right to be proud of 
a production which 

was performed by novice actors, and proud of the hard work 
and efforts of all concerned, especially the stage staff and Mr 
Austin.  The play was performed on the 9th 10th and 11th

December 1954.  The above photographs show both make up 
and performance of ‘She Stoops to Conquer’. 

Head Boy Addresses Wigan Rotary Club 

There was much interest by the Wigan community in the technical school and in February 1955 the 
Head Boy G. F. Wilkinson was invited to address Wigan Rotary Club on ‘My School’. 

He said the pupils came from wide districts as far away as Ormskirk in one He said the pupils came from wide districts as far away as Ormskirk in one 
direction, and the borders of St. Helens and Rainford in another.  The 
Thomas Linacre School he said was one of the first schools to provide 
technological training for boys of eleven years and upwards.  Being a new 
venture said the speaker, the school had no traditions behind it, so a high 
standard had to be set for all future staff and scholars to continue. 

Wigan Observer 25th February 1955

Swimming Gala 18th May 1955 

With the opportunity to have weekly training sessions during the year, thanks to the agreement 
between the Headmaster and the local Baths Superintendent, swimming standards were very high, 
and the gala enjoyed a keen following.  The previous House winners Wren put up a good 
performance, but Harvey proved to be the Overall House Champion.  
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The 2nd Sports Day 2nd June 1955 

The second school Sports Day was held on Mesnes Sports Field on 2nd June.  The outstanding event nd June.  The outstanding event nd

of this sports day was the running achievement of 15 year old Trevor Simms of Harvey House.  He 
ran 100 yards in 10.5 seconds – only one-tenth of a second outside the England intermediate record 
for that distance.  His performance was the highlight of the day and he also won the 220 yards and 
high jump and gained the intermediate championship. 

Mrs Edwards, (wife of Reese Edwards the 
Borough Director of Education), presented the 
trophies accompanied by the headmaster.  Needless 
to say, Harvey House was the Overall House 
Champion.   

Photograph to the left R. R. Swift receiving a trophy and photograph to the right Trophy Winners H. 
Clarke, T. Simms, R. R. Swift and R. Carroll (left to right) at the second Sports Day. 

First Open Day 2nd June 1955

After almost two years operation the school was now in a position to host a School Open Day where 
the work of the school could be viewed by the general public.  This event was hosted on the night of 
the Sports Day and was opened by Mr. G. H. Sheldon, Managing Director of Walker Bros Ltd. of 
Pagefield Iron Works, Wigan and Councillor A. J. Lowe J.P. who laid the School Foundation Stone 
in March 1951.   

This was designed to show members of the general public what went on in the school and what the 
boys could achieve.  Various school societies and clubs each played their own part – the School 
Scout Troops performed on the front lawn, and the Judo and Fencing clubs put on displays in the 
school gymnasium. 

The 2nd Speech Night 

The second speech night rounded off the second school year, but as with the previous Speech Night, 
it was actually held early in the first term of the following school year.  It was held in the Queens 
Hall on 26th November 1955 when the invited Guest Speaker was Lieut. Col. R. L. Willott, D.S.O., 
O.B.E., T.D., B.Sc., Chief Engineer of John Summers and Sons Ltd. 
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The rather poor picture to the left shows 
Headmaster Mr. Brace talking to Lieut. Col. 
Willmott before the proceedings.  Lieut. Col. 
Willmott presented the prizes and addressed the
gathered assembly stating his views on the need for 
parents to have a close interest in their children’s 
education, and a need for boys to show 
preparedness for hard work and to accept 
responsibility once in the workforce.  

Mr. Brace also addressed the audience giving a 
current account of the workings of the school.  He 
was pleased to say that as of the beginning of the 
third year of operation, the school was now full 
having reached its 600-boy quota.  

He was pleased to announce that the magnificent 
School Hall was now being used by more and more 

local outside bodies including Wigan Philharmonic Orchestra under their conductor Clarence R 
Thorpe - the School’s music master, and the Wigan Youth Committee which held their Amateur 
Drama Festival in the hall. 

Regarding the school’s curriculum and the General Certificate of Education they were flexible 
enough to allow boys, prepared to make the effort, to progress along numerous and diverse 
educational paths. 

One problem the school was facing however, was the varying rates of progress made by any boy in 
different subjects.  To resolve this issue the school planned to use the flexibility of the General 
Certificate of Education to allow a boy to start his Advanced Level work in some subjects a year 
before he completed his Ordinary Level work in others.  This arrangement would be of greatest 
benefit to boys who stayed on at school for the full course – until they were eighteen.  

He concluded his talk by suggesting that every boy should ask himself the following question, ‘Am I 
using the opportunities which are mine for the few years that I am at the Thomas Linacre School?’ 

School Year 1955 - 56 

In this, the third year of the school, a full complement of 600 boys had been achieved and the school 
was now offering all year levels up to the Upper Sixth.  This required additional teaching staff and 
further recruitment was necessary.  Innovations in earlier years were now becoming cemented into 
the school’s yearly regime, an annual school play, an annual swimming gala, an annual sports day, an 
annual open day and an annual speech night.  The reputation of the school was growing, and as a 
consequence was receiving visits from other local authorities seriously thinking of establishing 
technical schools in their areas along the lines of Thomas Linacre School.   

The Head Boy appointed for this year was H. D. Turner who had been the head boy in the first year 
of the school.  The head boy in the second year of the school G. F. Wilkinson was also appointed 
head boy in of the school in 1956 but after that no boy was appointed head boy twice. 
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Staff Changes 

According to the School Magazine two members of staff left during this school year; Mr. J. 
Frodsham (joined the school on its opening as a mathematics master) left in January and Mr. D. W. 
Bulloch (who joined the school the previous year to teach Engineering) left at Easter.  Seven new 
staff were appointed  
Mr. J. Berry (General Science) 
Mr. J. J. Dickinson B.A. (English) 
Mr. J. Dolphin B.A. (Modern Languages) 
Mr. T. Fawcett M.A. (Religious Instruction)  
Mr. L. D. Green (Woodwork and Drawing) 
Mr. E. G. McAvoy M.A. (Mathematics) 
Mr. G. Riding B.Sc. (Mathematics) 

Official Visits to the School 

Even in the school’s third year of operation its reputation was such that numerous local education 
authorities wanted to visit the school at first hand.  An article which appeared in the local newspaper 
recording such visits is presented below. 

Thomas Linacre School making its mark 

Educationalists in the North-West are beginning to take notice of the Thomas 
Linacre School, Wigan’s hansom technical high school in Parson’s Walk.  Last 
week the Governors of Rochdale Technical School visited the school.  With 
them came the Mayor of Rochdale.  

This week the Head Master and certain members of the teaching staff of the This week the Head Master and certain members of the teaching staff of the 
Stoke-on-Trent Technical School paid a visit to Thomas Linacre School.  Stoke-on-Trent Technical School paid a visit to Thomas Linacre School.  
Applications for permission to visit and inspect the Thomas Linacre School 
are being now received from educationalists from all over the North-West. 

the Thomas Linacre School is one of the few technical high schools which 
have been built in this country since the war.  The school has places for boys 
of 11 plus, that is for boys up to the age of 17 or 18.  

The Wigan Observer 10th March 1956

The Annual School Play

This year the school performed two plays 
end on, starting with Anton Tchekoff’s 
one act play The Proposal consisting of 
a fast-paced play of dialogue-based 
action and situational humour.  This was 
offered as a lever du Rideau (curtain 
opener). 

The Proposal was mainly the work of 
form 3A and was an adult play 
performed by 13 year old boys. 
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The school felt that greater effort could have been put into the rehearsal, but on the whole -in the 
words of one of the players - the play managed ‘to come off’.  This was followed by George Bernard 
Shaw's play ‘Androcles and the Lion’ and the two plays were performed in the evenings of the 9th, 
10th and 11th December 1955.  The photograph of the main play -reproduced above - appeared in the 
Wigan Observer following the first night of its performance.   

The settings for Androcles and the Lion were devised and then revised into an effective simplicity by 
Mr. Austin and Mr. Brown.  As stated in the School Magazine “The production was lively enough, 
and such defects as it had, owing mainly to lack of experience of some of the actors, were mitigated 
by the enthusiasm of the large number of staff and students involved”. 

School Visits 

School visits had been undertaken by the school from its opening year, but these early visits were 
local in nature and of one day duration.  By the third year the school was offering more ambitious 
trips over an extended period of time.  

Scotland Cycling Tour Tour T Summer 1955 
A party of 13 boys led by Mr. James undertook a cycling holiday in North West ScotlaWest ScotlaW nd departing 
Wigan by train for Fort William on 5th July. Cycling, exploring and climbing were part of the mix, 
some cycling round Loch Leven, some walking in Glen Coe and others climbing Ben Nevis, 
Britain’s highest mountain with Mr. James in charge. After a few days in Fort William the party 
cycled to Loch Duich under blazing sun and through hosts of biting midges. Later still the party 
visited the Isle of Skye and the Cullin Hills. On departure the group left Fort William early morning 
and arrived home in the late evening after a very enjoyable holiday.  

Visit to West Germany Easter 1956  
An even more ambitious school trip was arranged to visit Bonn in West GermaWest GermaW ny over the Easter 
period 1956. Forty three boys under the supervision of Mr. Frodsham, Mr. Pegg, and Mr. Ingamells 
had a wonderful and informative tour around the Bonn area of Germany providing a chance for 
many of the boys to experience a country other than England. 

Packed and ready for Germany 
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Club and Societies 

Linacre Society 
The Linacre Society had to report that it had not been as successful this year as it had in the previous 
year and a couple of its sections had to close through lack of student enthusiasm.  The Headmaster 
thought this lack of interest in a scientific society somewhat surprising considering the nature of the 
school. 

Debating Society 
The Debating Society prospered well.  The first debate of the year ‘That England needs a Dictator’ 
was perhaps not surprising defeated nem con, (unanimously).  A second debate ‘That the press 
should have absolute freedom’ was also passionately debated with much wrangling over the escape 
of Burgess and Maclean to Russia and the embarrassing amount of publicity given to Princess 
Margaret and Group-Captain Peter Townsend.  The voting on this issue being equal - Mr. T. Pey 
placed a casting vote to the proposers of the motion.  In the second term the junior debate ‘That 
Teddy Boys are a social menace and that legal action should be taken against them by the 
Government’ was defeated by 11 votes to 9.  A debate ‘That corporal punishment in school should be 
discontinued” was carried nem con. 

Judo Club 
The Judo Club reported a year of steady progress.  The initial enthusiasm of many aspirant boys 
hoping to toss an objectionable prefect over their shoulder with a casual flick of the wrist after just a 
couple of lessons was soon shattered!  In the Spring Term the club visited a school in Sale whose 
club was coached by a ‘Black Belt’ and in the Summer Term a few club members visited the North-
West Judo Headquarters in Manchester.  The Club acknowledged the Parent-Teacher Association 
with thanks for a gift of £5 to be used to buy some necessary equipment. 

Music Club 
The Music Club reported a year of steady progress with meetings held on Wednesday afternoons and 
some unofficial meetings during the lunch break.  Mr. D. Pegg gave some piano recitals and much 
discussion was devoted to the study of piano music.  

Engineering Club 
Some of the boys in this club spent many hours building a 3.5-inch gauge line steam model 
locomotive they called ‘Maisie’.  Although far from complete, the project was providing valuable 
experience in working to fine limits from blue prints. 

Radio Club 
The Radio Club felt that many boys were unaware that club membership was open to all boys in the 
school and hoped for more recruits.  Regular Wednesday meetings were held at 4pm and hosted talks 
on such topics as ‘How a Simple Radio Valve works’.  

Sailing Club 
The club launched a school made boat for the first time on Saturday 5th May on Pennington Flash 
and six members took it in turn to crew the boat with Mr. Willington at the helm.  The boat was 
called ‘Mollusc’ and was the first of a proposed school fleet, the second boat off the production line 
to be called ‘Crustacean’ was due for completion and launching after Easter the following year.  The 
boat was made in the school workshops by the boys themselves under the supervision of Mr. Jones.  
Mr. Sheldon, Managing Director of Walker Bros. presented sails and Mr McKnight presented some 
inner tubes for buoyance. 
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Swimming Club 
The Swimming Club held meetings every Monday night from September to April at the Wigan 
Baths. As in the previous year, more boys wanted to join the club than was practicable to manage so 
membership numbers were controlled by swimming ability. Outside the September to April 
swimming season the club made occasional visits to Southport Baths during holidays led by Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Pegg. 

School Scout Group
The Group held a number of camps; the first of the 
year being a Training Camp for Patrol Leaders.  
Following this was a Whit Camp and almost every 
week a patrol Camp.  The first Summer Camp was 
held at Bispham Hall which included a trip to 
Southport Baths attended by 12 scouts and the Scout 
Master.  During weekends and holidays there were 
many activities including a trip to Humphrey Head, 
Thurstaston Hall and Southport Sandhills.  The Group 
entered for the Baden Powell Trophy and won it.  The 
photograph above shows the Headmaster presenting 
the Baden Powell Trophy to Patrol Leader J. K Taylor. 

Swimming Gala 6th June 1956

The annual school Swimming Gala was held on 
Wednesday 6th June at the town swimming 
baths.  The Overall House Champion was 
Harvey House, Senior Champion was B. 
Reece, Intermediate Champions were A. 
Davies and J. R. Carroll and Juniorand Juniorand
Champions were A. Greenwood and G. 
Hindley.

Sports Day 20th June 1956 

The third Annual Sports Day was held on Mesnes Playing Field on Wednesday, 20th June and Mrs. 
D. McConnel (wife of Mr. D. M. McConnel, General Manager of De Haveland Propellers Ltd.) was
invited to present the sport trophies.  The Overall House Champion on this Sports Day was Harvey.

2nd Open Day and Exhibition of Work 20th June 1956 

Following the success of the first Open Day in 1955 a second Open Day was arranged for 1956 with 
the husband of Mrs. McConnel, Mr. D. M. McConnel of De Haveland Propellers Ltd. launching the 
Open Day and making an address. 
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After off icial ly opening the 
Exhibition of pupils’ work Mr. D. 
McConnel spoke about employment 
prospects for boys in industry and
emphasised the importance of 
proficiency on the job and the need 
to enjoy what one was doing.  The 
Exhibition attracted many people 
including many who had no direct 
connection with the school, such 
was the interest in the school and 
the work that went on in it. 

One up for the Boys 

Another developing school tradition was an annual cricket match between the boys and the staff.  If 
they ‘played their cards right’ this was one occasion in the year where the boys could have one over 
their teachers with no threat of insubordination.  At the Staff versus Boys cricket match in 1956 the 

boys were the winners. 
Winners above and losers to the right but only as far as 
the cricket match is concerned. 

Third Annual Speech Night 31st October 1956  

The school’s third Annual Speech Night was held in the Queens Hall, Wigan on 31st October 1956, st October 1956, st

some months into the following school year, but is described here as the Speech Night is seen as 
bringing official closure to the school year concerned. 

The Guest of Honour for this Speech Night was Dr. 
B. V. Bowden M.A., Ph.D., M.I.E.E. Principal of
Manchester College of Technology who presented
the prizes and addressed the audience of boys,
parents and teachers on the importance of engineers
and scientists.  The photograph left is of some of the
boys waiting to receive prizes from Dr. Bowden.

Dr Bowden talked about the fact that science and 
technology were growing faster than ever before but 
that there was a growing shortage of technologists in 
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the country.  He stressed that boys wishing to become engineers, scientists or technologists needed to 
stay on at school to complete their A ‘level examinations and go on to university. 

In three short years Thomas Linacre School had grown from a ‘plan’ to a ‘reality’ and was already 
viewed as belonging to a group of top ranking schools in the district.  It was attracting national 
attention and viewed as a leader in its field.   

From an enrolment of around 400 boys and only five year levels, it had grown within three years to 
an enrolment of around 600 boys across seven year levels and offering a wide range of subjects at 
both Ordinary and Advanced level.  Boys could leave the school with O’level qualifications aged 15 
or 16 or with A’level qualifications at 17 or 18 and go on to higher education at either college of 
university. 

The number and range of student clubs and societies were second to none.  Most, if not all, of these 
extracurricular activities took place outside school hours and/or term times yet they were attended by 
boys and supported by their teachers – signs of a good school. 

Cover of the original Official Opening Brochure 

24th November 1953
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 

Chapter 3  
‘Consolidation and Continuation 1956-57 to 1959-60’ 

As the school entered its fourth year of operation it had already established a number of school 
‘customs’ – an annual school play, an annual sports day, an annual swimming gala, an annual open 
day albeit it held in the evening of the sports day, and an annual speech night held in the early 
months of the following school year.  These customs were to become school traditions as the school 
advanced, as befitted a selective entry school joining the ranks of Wigan Grammar School and 
Wigan Girls High School.  During these years the school grew to its full complement of around 600 
boys and became an icon for secondary technical education attracting numerous visits from other 
local education authorities keen to follow Thomas Linacre’s progress. 

School Year 1956 - 57 

In all schools, some members of the teaching staff leave, and others take their place from one year to 
next – a small but regular turnover of teaching staff helps maintain a keen and dynamic work force.  
The school welcomed Mr. P. F. Collins (Head of Workshops), Mr. E. S. Gale (Physical Education), 
Mr. G. Unsworth B.A. (English and History) and Mr. A. W. Walls A.M.I.E.D. (Engineering and 
Metalwork) and best wishes were given to recently departed or soon to depart staff members, Mr. D. 
E. Austin, Mr. J. E. Charnock, Mr. R. B. Clarke, Mr. L. C. Parry and Mr H. E. Willington.

The Head Boy this year was G. F. Wilkinson who had been Head Boy two years earlier in School 
Year 1954-55.  This was the last year when a boy was chosen as Head Boy for more than one year. 

Career Talks and Industry Visits 

As in the opening years of the school, future career options for the boys were accorded a high 
priority and career talks from invited industry and technical experts remained an important weekly 
fixture.  Whilst not all these talks were necessarily the most dynamic, others most certainly were 
such as the one discussed below. 

The pair brought with them two of their firm’s principal products loaded on a 
lorry – two fork lift hydraulically operated trucks.  And when they let some 
of the school’s 600 pupils take it in turns driving and operating them they 
became two of the most welcome visitors the school boys have had. 

The Thomas Linacre boys were chugging around the school yard giving ‘free 
lifts’ as though they were veteran truck drivers.  The firm Electro 
Hydraulics (a member of the big Rubery Owen combine) specialises in 
apprentice training schemes and were one of the forerunners in this sphere 
of engineering. 

Lancashire Evening Post 16th May 1957 
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The School Magazine for this year carried the following important reminder.  The Headmaster 
emphasised the need for boys who had reached the fifth form to have a good idea of the kind of job 
they wanted, although surprisingly this was not always the case.  He mentioned the importance of the 
Wednesday Morning Career Talks by invited guests and pointed out that some boys on several 
occasions had been allowed to visit the factory or office of certain speakers to find out more for 
themselves in the actual work situation.  This was possible but only if the boy concerned had sought 
the Headmaster’s permission first! 

The magazine also reminded the boys that every year just before Easter the local Youth Employment 
Officer visited the school for a whole week.  During this time every fifth form boy is interviewed 
about his future career options and his parents are invited to attend with him.  The importance of 
interview technique, protocols and manners was also emphasised. 

House Reports were submitted to the School Magazine with some key points reported below. 

1 Brunel - House Master Mr. James 
The key comment was that sporting enthusiasm by House members had declined throughout the 
year. 

2 Dalton - House Master Mr. Livesey 
The House had experienced its most successful year to date. 

3 Faraday - House Master Mr. Melling 
Sport wise this had been its most successful year to date in spite of failing in the Annual Swimming 
Gala. 

4 Harvey - House Master Mr. Lowe 
The House success in all fields of events was largely due to the spirit of always striving for a high 
standard. 

5 Newton - House Master Mr. Clarke 
The House had no outstanding sport successes during the year and only football appeared a popular 
sport.  Mr. Clarke’s departure at Easter had not helped. 

6 Rutherford - House Master Mr. Smith 
The main sporting success for this house was winning the football competition. 

7 Stephenson - House Master Mr. Brown 
The comment here was that the House had had a year of general failure. 

8 Wren - House Master Mr. Jones 
The House had enjoyed a moderate success in soccer and greater success in basketball. 

Sports News in general 

The school was enjoying great success and carried off every one of the four athletics trophies in the 
annual Wigan Schools Sports.  In the Lancashire Schools’ Championships 18 boys from the school 
were in the Wigan Team and in the All England Championships in Plymouth, Trevor Simms of the 
Lower 6th was runner-up in the 100 yards with a time of 10.3 seconds. 
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Student Club and Society Reports  

Engineering Club 
This club suffered when Mr. Willington left the school, and no further work was possible on the 
model steam engine called ‘Maisie’ but some progress was made on designing some drilling 
machines. 

Judo Club 
The Judo Club had another good year with a Judo Demonstration preformed on Open Day.  As in 
previous years, many new First Form members showed an interest, but most dropped out after a 
short while realising the sport was not as easy as it looked.  Mr Martindale was thanked for his hard 
work and support. 

Metalwork Club 
This club was brought into existence during the year by Mr. Charnock on a request from boys in 
Forms 4A and 4B.  The club started with many enthusiastic members, but numbers dropped off 
during the year.  The most popular activity was making hand beaten copper ashtrays. 

Modelling Club 
This Club met every Wednesday evening after school.  Their main interest was in modelling boats, 
but a modern crossbow was made by one member and the club helped Mr. Austin in the construction 
of a scale model of the school stage.  Effort was being placed on construction of a School sailing 
dinghy, but this major project was nowhere near finished. 

Swimming Club 
The President and coach was Mr. Pegg.  This was the best season since the club started in 1954 and 
its greatest memory of the year was of ‘one swimming practise which had to be made in unheated 
water!’  Outside the swimming season various trips were made to the Derby Baths in Blackpool and 
the Sea Bathing Lake at Southport. 

Astronomical Society 
This society was reformed at the beginning of the year by Mr. Dolphin who provided lectures at 
meetings held on Thursday evenings.  The society split into four groups of around 4 or 5 boys, each 
focusing on ‘Minor Planets’ such as Mars, ‘Major Planets’ such as Neptune, ‘the Earth and Moon 
system’, and ‘Stars and related phenomena’.  Unfortunately, little practical work could be undertaken 
due to bad weather and a lack of equipment. 

Debating Society 
The Debating Society held three debates during the year all on topical issues.  The first debate ‘That 
Television is a Dope for Dopes’ had its motion defeated.  The second debate ‘That Sir Anthony 
Eden’s Action was Justified’ had its motion carried but only by the chairman’s casting vote.  The 
third debate of the year ‘That Co-Education is a Thing to be Encouraged’ had its motion carried. 

School Scout Group 
Although neither a club nor a society, the School Scout Group was a significant school 
extracurricular activity.  It held a Summer Camp in July 1956 located in Ross on Wye near Symon’s 
Yat in Monmouthshire.  In spite of mixed weather all participants had a great time.  The Scout Group 
were also recipients of the Baden-Powell Trophy. 
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School Play 

This year the annual School Play was a ‘Busman’s Honeymoon’ by Dorothy L. Sayers and M. St. 
Clare Byrne; a 3 Act detective comedy directed as usual by Mr. Austin.

Classroom Blaze 

It’s hot in the class room! – one incident to attract the attention of the local press during this school 
year was a fire which started in a school laboratory during the Spring Term.Term.T Fortunately, ity, ity did not 
develop into a serious fire and it was quickly extinguished by the teacher. 

A class of boys was evacuated from a laboratory at the Thomas Linacre 
Technical School, Parson’s Walk, Wigan today when a quantity of Technical School, Parson’s Walk, Wigan today when a quantity of 
phosphorous blazed up during an experiment and started a fire.  When the 
boys had left the classroom a master flung sand on the flames until the fire 
was extinguished  

Lancashire Evening Post 1st March 1957 

Sports Day 29th May 1957 

The School’s fourth Annual Sports Day was held on Mesnes Playing Fields on Wednesday, 29th May 
1957 when the Invited Guest to present the Sports Trophies was Mrs. W. Somers (Mayoress of 
Wigan) Photograph below left.

S. Hatton won the senior high jump with 5ft. 1in. clearance – Photograph above right, - and 17 year
old Trevor Simms set a scorching pace for the open 100 yards and broke one-fifth of a second off his
previous best, achieving the 100 yards in 10.3 seconds.  This record was set in spite of developing
cartilage trouble just one month earlier.  The Overall House Champion was Harvey House.

3rd School Open Day 29th May 1957 

The third School Open Day was Officially Opened by Councillor O. Somers J.P., Mayor of Wigan.  
The Open Day was very successful with 2000 people going through the school during the evening.  
The Judo Club put on a Judo Demonstration and numerous works, made or undertaken by the boys, 
were on display. 
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School Swimming Gala 5th June 1957 

The school held its annual Swimming Gala at Wigan 
Public Baths on Wednesday 5th June 1957 and the 
photograph to the left shows some of the lucky winners. 

The Overall House Champion was Harvey House, the 
Senior Champion was Faraday House, the 
Intermediate Champion was Rutherford House and 
the Junior Champion was Newton House. 

4th Annual Speech Night, 31st October 1957 

The School’s fourth Annual Speech Night took place at the Queens Hall on Thursday 31st October st October st

which, as was customary, took place some months into the following school year.  The invited Guest 
of Honour for this Speech Night was Mr. John McDonald, M.A. Staff Director, North West 
Divisional Board of the National Coal Board. 

The Photograph to the left shows the Mayor of Wigan (Oliver 
Somers) seated, chatting with principal speaker of the evening 
Mr John McDonald (left), Alderman Maloney (second left) Mr 
Brace Headmaster (right) and Deputy Town Clerk Mr Craik 
(second right), 

The guest speaker at this Annual Speech night should have been 
Sir Leonard Owen, the Managing Director of the Industrial 
Group of the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority.  
Unfortunately, he had to cancel the engagement because of his 

involvement in the Windscale Atomic Energy Plant Accident Investigation - hence Mr. John 
McDonald of the National Coal Board presided instead.  

Mr. McDonald told his audience that coal was very important to Britain and would remain so for 
many years to come.  He went on to say that Britain was a long way behind in the battle to produce 
more technicians.  In 1954 2,800 university graduates entered one vital branch of industry – 
engineering – but in America that figure was 22,000 and in Russia that figure was 60,000.  He ended 
his speech by commending the work of the School. 

‘The Thomas Linacre School is going from strength to strength in this ‘The Thomas Linacre School is going from strength to strength in this 
direction’ said Mr, McDonald.  But the whole outlook on technical education 
in this country will have to change before the challenge of the larger 
countries can be met.  It would be a very good thing if more towns in Britain 
showed the same attitude to the problem as does Wigan. 

Wigan Observer 25th October 1957
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The Headmaster presented his annual address and stated that the school, in conjunction with Wigan 
and District Mining and Technical College, had devised a special course to give a flying start to boys 
who were to take up engineering apprenticeships, a unique scheme which would mean a real 
alternative to a full-time university degree course.  

School Year 1957 – 58 

The following staff were welcomed by the Headmaster in the opening section of the School 
Magazine for this year; Mr. E Bibby A.M.I. Mech. E. (Drawing), Mr. E. C. Colley M.A. (Oxen) 
(History), Mr. W. R. Day M.Sc. (Mathematics), Mr. N. Fleming (Woodwork), Mr. T. S. Hall B.Sc. 
(Mathematics), Mr. J. W. Holt (Metalwork), Mr. R. R. Lang B.A. (English) and Mr G. Leigh M.A. 
(German). 

Best wishes were also given to recently departed staff members; Mr. F. Bould (Technical Drawing 
and Engineering), Mr. J. Dolphin (Modern Languages), Mr E. S. Gale (Physical Education), Mr. L. 
D. Green (Woodwork and Drawing), Mr H. Jones (Woodwork), Mr. J. F. G. Lowe (History) and Mr. 
G. Riding (Mathematics).  This was an almost equal balance of losses and gains as one might expect 
at this stage of the school’s development.

The Head Boy for this school year was D. G. Mulligan. 

Music Recitals  

A new development for the school in this year was the introduction of weekly Music Recitals.  Mr 
Brace the Headmaster suggested to Mr. Thorpe the Music Master that there should be weekly music 
recitals, and these proved very successful.  In spite of a heavy schedule the Headmaster always tried 
to attend these sessions whenever time permitted.  

Outside Recognition for the School 

The Headmaster was appointed a member of the Technical Subjects Panel of the Secondary Schools 
Examinations Council during this year, further reinforcing the good standing and reputation of the 
school and Mr. Hilton was congratulated for being appointed Wigan and District Scoutmaster. 

Some Past Boys’ Successes 

Now in its fifth year of operation, an increasing number of its senior boys were leaving for university 
places.  The following boys were mentioned in the School Magazine, B. Braddock (Manchester 
College of Technology), S. Brown (Liverpool University – School of Medicine), C. Harding and R. 
Heaton (Hull University College - Mathematics Department), I. Moss (Durham University – School 
of Architecture), and J. Parkinson (Liverpool University – Chemistry Department). 

Other boys perusing a different post school pathway were; R. Harrison, D. Lloyd and G. Wilkinson 
(Student Apprentices, at English Electric), N. M. Lowe (Student Apprentice at Central Electricity 
Authority), and N. Roughley (Student Apprentice at Turner Bros., Ltd.). 

Another old boy, J. A. Clough was named Apprentice of the Year at the Vulcan Foundry. 

!44



1956-57 to 1959-60

School Magazine editorial comments 

During this school year the Headmaster spent time looking over recent School developments.  Whilst 
he was pleased with its academic progress and sporting success, and the number of extracurricular 
clubs and societies which had proliferated in the opening years, he accepted that not all initiatives 
had proved successful.  For instance, towards the end of this year he had to admit that the Aero-
modelling Club, the Fencing Club, the Metalwork Club, and the Modelling Club, together with the 
Debating Society, the Music Society and the Linacre Society had come and gone (albeit that some of 
these were reborn in later years).  Some waxing and waning of school clubs is always inevitable 
given that different cohorts of pupils have different passions and interests and teachers leave and 
have to be replaced by others but the demise of so many was a disappointment. 

Looking through past Magazines and comparing them with this edition, it 
seems difficult to find a continuous pattern in some of our activities.  
Academically, a pattern in being set; in sport we are continually active and 
successful; a number of societies are clearly established, and some are very 
successful.  But we have seen the birth and quick death of the Modelling 
Club, the Linacre Society, the Debating Society, the Music Society, the 
Fencing Club, the Metalwork Club and the Aero-Modelling Club.  Nor is 
there in this edition, a report from either the Sailing Club or the 
Astronomical Club.  We also note with regret the disbanding of the School 
Scout Troop, whose record was very good.  Some of these clubs have lapsed 
from lack of interest, others from change of staff. 

School Magazine, The Editor 1957 

National Discussion 

The Headmaster also pointed out that secondary education was in the news with national debate on 
the merits or otherwise of Comprehensive schools, Multilateral schools, Bilateral schools, and 
Tripartite schools; all having their eager supporters and active detractors.  Much of this debate 
focused on the merits or otherwise of national 11 plus examinations - “To select or not to select; that 
is the question”.  Little change was in the air, but these were early days! stated the Headmaster. 

Death of a pupil 

History covers good as well as bad news.  Roy Crookall, a pupil of Thomas Linacre School from 
October 1954 died during this school year and his death was duly reported in the School Magazine. 

Roy Crookall came to Thomas Linacre School in October 1954, and since 1955 
he had suffered long periods of illness, which he bore patiently.  In spite of 
his frequent and long absences, his standard of work and will to succeed 
never diminished when he returned to us.   

He was a quiet, studious boy who could only have brought credit upon 
himself and his school, and his calm courage and determination were an 
example to all who knew him.  To his parents and family, we extend our most 
sincere sympathy in their sad loss. 

School Magazine 1957 
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House Reports were submitted to the School Magazine with some key points reported below. 

1 Brunel - House Master Mr. Smith 
This was classed as not a particularly successful year for the house. 

2 Dalton - House Master Mr. Livesey 
The house had a most successful year with the only disappointing event being the Annual Swimming 
Gala. 

3 Faraday - House Master Mr. McAvoy 
This had been their most successful year as they gained first, second, third and fourth places in 
various sports. 

4 Harvey - House Master Mr. Rhodes 
Thanks was conveyed to the previous House Master Mr. J. F. G. Lowe who was House Master since 
the beginning of the school.  In sport this was one of their most successful years. 

5 Newton - House Master Mr. Day 
In Senior Football the House had no success, but the Junior Football team was much more 
successful.  Overall it was a disappointing year following the loss of its best athletes. 

6 Rutherford - House Master Mr. James 
The House gained very little honour this year owing to a general lack of interest. 

7 Stephenson - House Master Mr. Brown 
This was one of the of the most memorable years in the history of the House with members having 
shown enthusiasm and ability in athletics and football. 

8 Wren - House Master Mr Jones (who left the school later in the year) 
The House lost three very capable sport mined boys Lloyd, Braddock and Heaton. 

Student Club and Society Reports 

Reports were submitted to the School Magazine from the following clubs and societies. 

Chess Club 
Great interest was shown in the Chess Club under the captaincy of Leonard Dissado.  The Club had 
no problem creating a good team of seniors capable of matching rival chess clubs belonging to local 
grammar schools in the area.  

Engineering Club 
The Engineering Club met for about two hours on Tuesday evenings under the supervision of Mr. P. 
F. Collins.  All members of this Club were referred to ‘a famous book by a well-known author’ 
which of course was written by Mr. P. F. Collins himself.  The first of the club-built steam engines 
was not expected to be ready until the end of the summer term.

Judo Club 
The Judo Club had around 12 members of whom four had been accepted into the Amateur Judo 
Association.  In April club members paid a visit to Pilkington’s Judo Club in St. Helens. 
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Radio Club 
The Radio Club experienced an increase in its activities during the year, and although not large, 
enjoyed a keen and capable membership.  The Club met every Wednesday in the Physics Laboratory 
under the helpful guidance of Mr. Smith.  Earlier in the year members of this club were responsible 
for setting up and operating the amplifier system on Sports Day which lent a professional air to the 
proceedings.  Many wirelesses were made by its members. 

Swimming Club 
The Headmaster was a strong supporter of swimming and was the Club President.  The 1957-58 
season was the most successful in the history of the Swimming Gala to that date.  During the summer 
months the club members made visits to the Derby Baths in Blackpool and the Open-air Pool at 
Southport. 

The Socratic Society Christmas Social 
This proved most successful.  There were a few complaints from the invited girls present because 
they somewhat outnumbered the boys, but a good time was had by almost all.  Dancing music was 
provided by Mr. Hilton and a few of his friends and Mr. Talbot’s skiffle group proved most popular.  
Mr. Day kindly provided and organised the necessary catering.  Thanks was conveyed to Mr. Brace 
and Mr Fawcett, and Mr Leonard for replacing the chairs and cleaning and the Assembly Hall after 
the function. 

Scout Notes 
Unfortunately, the School Scout Troop officially ceased to exist on 31st March 1958 after a short but st March 1958 after a short but st

lively and distinguished existence of four years.  Various circumstances and technical difficulties had 
made running the School Scout Troop increasingly difficult.  New recruits were lacking, and existing 
scouts were preferring to choose Scout Troops located nearer their homes.  In spite of the School 
Scout Troop’s demise, scouting activity continued and general courses were still run for badges and 
general training. 

Annual School Play 

The Annual School Play for this year was ‘The Government Inspector’ by Nikolai V Gogol and 
was performed on 11th, 12th and 13th December 1957.

This is a satirical play written in 1836 based 
upon an anecdote allegedly recounted to Gogol 
by Pushkin and is a comedy of errors satirizing 
human greed, stupidity, and the extensive 
political corruption of Imperial Russia. 

It was performed by a cast of 22 boys under 
the capable direction of Mr. Brown.  A 
comment in the School Magazine stated ‘this 
was some school production involving not 
only 22 school boy players but assistance from 
12 staff; Mr. Robinson, Mr. Lowe, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Pey, Mr. Hilton, Mr. Jones, Mr. Colley, Mr. 

Walls, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Pegg, Mr. Unsworth, and Mr. McAvoy! 
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Newspaper Statement by the Headmaster in December 1957 

The Headmaster was always quick to defend the school and publicise its qualities – as can be 
seen from this statement below he wrote in December 1957.  

This school opened as a technical high school in September 1953 in a 
completely new building entirely separate from a Technical College.  It is 
treated by the Local Authority in every way on equality with Wigan Grammar 
School and Wigan Girls High School.  We now have a Sixth Form of over fifty.  
Last year we presented fifteen boys for G.C.E. A Level and these boys between 
them secured 32 passes in eight different subjects.  Eighteen subjects were 
taken at O Level. 

Of the 15 who took G.C.E. A Level last summer six have now proceeded to 
universities, five have professional apprenticeships, three await entry to 
training colleges and one has returned for a third year in the Sixth Form. 

From these figures given it will be clear that though this school was a new 
school when opened in 1953, its initial intake included a large number of 
boys drawn from various sources and above the normal age of entry, which is 
of course 11 plus.  The way in which many of these boys have made good and 
profited from courses with some technical bias which we have been able to 
offer indicates the value of the new Technical High Schools in assisting the 
better development of the nation’s talent. 

Technology December 1957 

Extra-terrestrial Hoax hits the School in Inter-National Geophysical Year 

A newspaper article of a different nature in the local press followed a spectacular student prank 
orchestrated by some Thomas Linacre boys in Inter-National Geophysical Year 1957-58. 

Young boffins at Wigan’s Thomas Linacre School have asked Wigan police 
“Please may we have our hoax back?” 

They’d like the return of a pastel coloured balloon, a tin can, ping pong 
balls, a propeller and - a musical box – which took in everyone who saw it.  
Said Inspector Sharples “we’ve destroyed it, but we appreciated the joke. 

It was a great moment for 18 year old prefect John Eland and his associates 
when a junior found the carefully planted ‘space visitor’ on the lawn outside 
the engineering workshops. 

Graham Lowton (14) of Red Rock took it to the headmaster Mr. W. S. Brace.  He 
said today; “It was a large balloon with a canister attached and other 
fitments.  On the canister was a label which said; ‘International geophysical 
Year – Please take to the nearest police station’.  I told the boy who found it 
to take it. 

Graham said; “I took it to the police station.  They were very interested.  They 
took my name and address and examined it”. 

The police continued to be impressed – until they opened the canister.  And 
when the Sputnik played a tune they realised they’d been had. 

Evening Chronicle 6th March 1958 
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School Visits 

During the year two local visits were made, one to Wigan Magistrates Court and one to the Police 
Headquarters accompanied by Mr Fawcett. These were recorded in the School magazine.  Local trips 
were interesting but the School Trip to Switzerland over Easter 1958 was the highlight of the year.

Mr. Brown and Mr. Pegg accompanied 32 
boys on a journey of a life time departing 
Wigan on 31st March at 10pm and st March at 10pm and st

returning to the school on 11th April 
around midnight. 

An indication of how the participating 
boys felt about their school trip 
experience was expressed in the School 
Magazine. 

It is often in retrospect that we really begin to appreciate how much we have 
seen and accomplished.  The Swiss trip for me, and I feel I can speak on behalf 
of us all, was a rich and happy experience which has whetted my appetite for of us all, was a rich and happy experience which has whetted my appetite for 
further continental travel.  We are all most grateful to Mr. Brown and Mr. further continental travel.  We are all most grateful to Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Pegg for providing such a memorable and happy holiday experience. 

David E. Haselden, 4A School Magazine 1958 p35 

School Swimming Gala 4th June 1958 

The Swimming Gala for 1958 was held at Wigan Swimming Baths on 4th June.  The Overall House 
Champion was Newton, the Senior winner was Faraday, the Intermediate winner was Newton 
and the Junior winner was Dalton. 

School Sports Day 11th June 1958 

As in previous years, the annual Sports Day was held on Mesnes Playing Fields but on this occasion 
the Headmaster, rather than an invited guest, presented the Trophies to the various winners.  The 
Overall Champion was Dalton House, the Open Class was won by Stephenson House, Class A was 
won by Dalton House, and Class B was won by Stephenson House. 

Annual Open Day 11th June 1958 

The Annual Open Day was opened this year by Mr O. C. Lace and, as in previous years, the evening 
was most successful.  Displays of student work and student demonstrations were viewed and 
appreciated by the many visitors who attended – parents, friends and members of the general public. 
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Fifth Annual Speech Night 2nd October 1958 

The fifth Annual Speech Night was held in the Queens Hall on 2nd October, the invited Guest of 
Honour being Sir Leonard Owen C.B.E., M.I.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M.I.Chem.E., Managing Director 
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Group. Sir Leonard should have been the guest speaker the year 

before but for the Windscale Atomic Energy Plant 
nuclear accident. 

Sir Leonard Own made a speech focusing on the 
challenges facing modern society and pointing out that 
science was only just starting to prove the real mysteries 
of nature.  This was an exciting time and young people 
should be prepared to play their part. 

In his address, Headmaster Mr Brace said Thomas 
Linacre School was one of the new schools intended to 
help bridge the gap between scientific theory and 

practise.  He also said in his opening address, with a wry smile, that he had received an anonymous 
message earlier in the day pleading that he be brief and to the point. 

There was a red faced boy at the annual speech night.  Someone in the second 
form blushed as the head spoke – Mr. W. S. Brace – spoke about a message he form blushed as the head spoke – Mr. W. S. Brace – spoke about a message he 
had received.  The head didn’t give the name – but he said – “I received a 
message from one of the second formers asking that my remarks should be message from one of the second formers asking that my remarks should be 
brief to day.” 

Evening Chronicle 23rd October 1958 

On a more serious note he also pointed out that the country was currently in a transition period with 
many plans afoot for the reorganisation of Secondary Education.  A Royal Commission was trying to 
determine the form in which secondary education should take for pupils between the ages of 13 and 
18 during the next decade.  

“Many plans for reorganising the pattern of secondary education were being tried and more are being 
advance: Comprehensive Schools, Bilateral Schools of various types, Multilateral schools, a 
common Secondary school to 14 followed by a High School open to all.” 
(A portent of things to come?) 

School Year 1958 - 59 

Boys who joined the school in 1953 and systematically proceeded to the Upper Sixth left at the end 
of this year.  This was not the first cohort of Upper Sixth boys to leave because some older boys had 
entered the school in years higher than Form One, but this was nevertheless another school 
milestone.  This year saw the small beginnings of an Old Boys Association. 

The Head Boy for this school year was J. A. Coote. 

Some of the boys who joined the school in more senior years than Form One had completed the 
Upper Sixth and moved on.  The School Magazine made note of the following boys who had 
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successfully moved on to university studies; B. Leather and D. G. Milligan to study History at Leeds 
University, B. Reese to study Engineering at Manchester College of Technology and P. A. Turner to 
study Mechanical Engineering at Imperial College of Technology, London University. 

The following staff were welcomed by the Headmaster in the opening section of the School 
Magazine for this year; Mr. D. W. Gapes M.A. (Geography), Mr. F. Harrison B.Sc. (Mathematics), 
Mr. J. A. McNamee (Metalwork), Mr. E. McPherson (Metalwork), Mr. W. Riding (Drawing), Mr. J. 
Sutcliffe (Mathematics), and Mr. T. A. Turner B.A. (English). 

Best wishes were also given to recently departed staff members; Mr. E. Bibby (Drawing), Mr. J. J. 
Dickinson (English), Mr. J. S. Hall (Mathematics), Mr. Holt J. W. (Metalwork), Mr. H. E. James 
(Geography), Mr. E. G. McAvoy (Mathematics) and Mr. A. W. Walls (Engineering and Metalwork). 

Music Recitals 

This was the second year of weekly School Music Recitals with 27 reported in the School Magazine.  
These recitals varied from week to week with the following illustrating their nature and substance; 

• Piano playing Hungarian Rhapsody No. 14 by List
• Viola, Clarinet and Piano played by Mr. Holt, Mr. Hilton and Mr. Thorpe – ‘Trio in E flat’ by

Mozart
• The School Band playing ‘Washington March’ by Sousa, and
• Dramatic Reading of ‘The Holiday’ by Dylan Thomas spoken by Mr. Brown.

House Reports were submitted to the School Magazine with some key points reported below. 

1 Brunel House Master Mr. Gapes 
The House did not do well in sport this year. 

2 Dalton House Master Mr. Livesey 
A year of outstanding success due undoubtedly to the fine team spirit that existed in the House. 

3 Faraday House Master Mr. Ingamells 
The House had concern that many capable boys had left for university or to entre industry. 

4 Harvey House Master Mr. Rhodes 
It was noted that despite the loss of their best all-round athletes, the House was able to give a 
reasonable account of themselves over the year. 

5 Newton House Master Mr. Day 
Much of the success the House enjoyed during the year was because of the enthusiasm of the junior 
members. 

6 Rutherford House Master Mr. Smith 
The House regrets to say it had experienced yet another disappointing year at sport. 

7 Stephenson House Master Mr. Brown  
This House was delighted to have won the championship in football and come second to Dalton in 
athletics. 
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Wren House Master Mr. Gelling 
The House reported that it did not have a very successful year, mainly due to a lack of enthusiasm by 
boys in the middle school. 

Student Club and Society Reports 

Reports were submitted to the School Magazine from the following clubs and societies. 

Badminton Club 
Badminton had been played at the school since 1956 and interest in the sport steadily grew.  This 
year Badminton Colours were awarded for the first time and thanks was given to Mr Robinson and 
Mr. Smith for their help and encouragement of the Badminton Club. 

Chess Club 
The Chess Club flourished throughout the year under the leadership of Mr. Leigh, and thanks to his 
excellent coaching abilities some most promising players had been produced.  School Chess was 
now developing to a point where Chess Competitions could become regular school events, with even 
the juniors playing well. 

Cross Country Club 
The Cross Country Club was formed at the beginning of the year under the supervision of Mr Gapes 
and was still very much in its embryo stage.  Runs took place on alternate Saturday mornings and 
circuit training took place every Tuesday in the school gym at 4pm.  Mr. Gapes was thanked for 
giving up much of his time in order to supervise runs and training sessions. 

Judo Club 
The Judo Club gave another impressive demonstration at the School Open Day; such demonstrations 
now becoming an annual event.  This club always attracted new members, but many did not stay 
long when they realised the level of skill, effort and practise required.  The Club made a visit, 
organised by Mr. Martindale, to Manchester Free Trade Hall in September to see a Judo Exhibition 
where many Black Belts were present. 

Radio Club 
The Radio Club effectively went into abeyance during this year.  The departure of some senior boys 
resulted in limited assistance being given to the junior boys and the cost of equipment was a constant 
problem.  Another issue was that many of the boys lived out of town and had to leave shortly after 
school finished to get home on public transport. 

Sailing Club 
The feeling of despondency, felt by the Sailing Club when Mr. Willington - Head of Workshops left 
the previous year, lifted during this year when Mr. Robinson took over.  This resulted in greater 
enthusiasm and attracted new members.  The Club benefited by securing facilities at Leigh Sailing 
Club, which proved adequate for Club purposes. 

Swimming Club 
President Mr W. Brace was pleased to report that this was a most successful year.  The Club was 
most fortunate in having Wigan Swimming Baths at its disposal on Monday evenings.  So many boys 
were interested in swimming, numbers had to be limited on swimming ability to avoid over 
crowding.  The Swimming Team won all matches by a large margin of points. 
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Woodwork Club 
The Woodwork Club started in 1958 and was run by Mr. Fleming.  Meetings were held at school 
every Wednesday after school until 5-30pm.  During the year models were made of aeroplanes, cars 
and boats and even a small radio set cabinet.  The only specific rule of this Club was ‘that no boy 
could work on his classwork when attending the club’.  

Astronomical Society 
The Astronomical Society was revived during this year after temporarily abeyance following the 
departure of Mr. Dolphin the previous year.  Under the new Society President Mr. Leigh, the Club 
started constructing two reflecting telescopes. 

Photographic Society 
The Photographic Society was formed at a meeting on Tuesday 5th May 1959 under the leadership of 
Mr. Sutcliffe.  Meetings were held fortnightly after school on Mondays with additional meetings as 
and when required. 

School Band 
This started as a small recorder group under the leadership of Mr. Fawcett.  Although the Recorder 
Group was reasonably successful, the group decided it should be expanded and build up to a military 
band.  The photograph below shows The School Military Band comprising boys from the first to 
sixth form and four of the teaching staff 

Annual School Play January 1959 

The annual School Play this year was ‘Playboy of the Western World’ by J. M. Singe and was 
performed on 28th, 29th and 30th January.  This was not an easy play to perform. 

This robust comedy of an amiable Irish good-for-nothing, eager for This robust comedy of an amiable Irish good-for-nothing, eager for 
admiration, even with lies to gloss his blarney, is no easy play to tackle.  The 
accent is difficult for a start; the high flown idiom of language is poetic in accent is difficult for a start; the high flown idiom of language is poetic in 
places; and to evoke the mood and atmosphere of a backward croft in County 
Mayo is perhaps hardest of all. 

School Magazine 1959 p38 
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Annual Play – ‘Playboy of the Western World’ 
Performed in January 1959. 

To whom the ‘D. Austin Award for Best Performance’ 
should be awarded was a most difficult decision this year.  
After much deliberation it was eventually decided it 
should go to A. Berkley for his performance as the Widow 
Quin.  

School Trips 

A geography Day Trip to the Lake District took place on the last day of the Whitsun holiday by 24 
boys and Mr. Gapes, Mr. Brown and Mr. Martindale.  The party went by coach on the newly 
constructed Preston Bypass Motorway to the Lake District where glacial features were examined 
before taking an 8 mile walk through Borrowdale. 

Trips during this year associated with regular industry site visits included Irlam Steel Works and 
Clarington Forge. 

The major School Trip this year was to Switzerland over the Easter Break, 1959.  The group 
departed Wigan by train leaving at 3am!  After crossing London, they went by train to Folkestone 
and then crossed the English Channel to Calais and from there went by train to Basle.  The group 
visited the capital Berne, enjoyed many coach trips, enjoyed much sightseeing and did some 
climbing stating on return “The Swiss trip for us, and we think we can speak on behalf of all, was a 
worth while investment and we all owe our thanks and appreciation to Mr. Brown and Mr. Unsworth 
for organising such an opportunity”. 

Sport News  

The School’s representatives in the Northern Schools Athletic Association Championships at White 
City, Manchester on 6th June 1959 were; left to right K. Unsworth, A. Walker, R. Carroll, and L. 
Birchall. 

!
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Swimming Gala 3rd June 1959

The Overall House Champion at the Annual Swimming 
Gala this year was Harvey House.  The Senior Winners
were Harvey House, the Intermediate Winners were 
Newton House and the Junior Winners were Rutherford 
House.  

Photograph to the left shows D.E. Haselden receiving a 
medal for winning the Senior Backstroke breaking the 
existing school record by 13 seconds. 

School Sports Day 5th June 1959

The Annual Sports Day was held on Mesnes Playing 
Fields on Friday 5th June.  The Trophies this year were 
presented by Councillor S. Burgess Mayor of Wigan.  

The Overall House Champion was Faraday House. 
The Senior Winner was Stephenson House, the 
Intermediate Winner was Dalton House and the 
Junior Winner was Faraday House. 

Photograph right shows The Mayor Councillor S. 
Burgess presenting the Cup for the Senior House 
Champions to Lew Birchall. 

School Open Day  

The School Open Day took place in the evening of the Annual Sports Day, and once more attracted a 
large crowd of parents and the general public interested in the work of the school.

The photograph to the left shows pupils R. 
Tyson, A. Birchall, D. Parr and W. Birchall of 
the school add final touches to a school made 
dinghy which was on display at the 1959 
School Open Day. 
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Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association 

With an increasing number of boys completing school and going on to further education or joining 
the work force, the school established an Old Boys Association to keep in touch with its alumni.  The 
President of the Association was Mr. W. S. Brace (Headmaster) and the W. S. Brace (Headmaster) and the W Vice-President was Mr. L. Vice-President was Mr. L. V W. W. W
Smith.  A committee was established comprising B. Braddock (Secretary), D. Bimson (Treasurer), D. 
Mulligan, L. Massey, G. y, G. y F. Wilkinson, R. W. Harrison, B. A. Brookes, and D. Lloyd. W. Harrison, B. A. Brookes, and D. Lloyd. W

The Association held its first Meeting on Friday 5th September 1958 when around fifty old boys 
attended and 24 joined up and paid their annual subscription to the association of 7/6d. It was 
decided to hold several sporting and social activities during the year. As many of the more 
prominent members of the association were away at university it only proved possible to hold certain 
sporting activities. 

Next Annual Meeting was scheduled for 4th September 1959. 

Sixth Speech Night 18th November 1959 

The sixth Annual Speech Night was held in the Queens Hall on Wednesday 18Wednesday 18W th November 1959 and 
the Invited Guest was Dr. C. Whitworth, M.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.I.C., F. Inst. F. Principal, Royal Technical Technical T
College, Salford. 

Dr. Whitworth talked of the 
great advances in technical 
education which had taken place 
since the war and that the 
Government recognised the 
need for increased technical 
education.  There was an urgent 
need for men who could apply 
knowledge through research.  
He felt the boys of the school 
would produce men who could 
do just that.  The photograph 
above shows boys listening to 

Dr. Whitworth before receiving prizes.  

The Headmaster in his annual address announced that two significant modifications were to be made 
to the school curriculum; one was to make it possible for boys who wished to study Geography and 
History together at G.C.E O’level to do so, and the other was to introduce an additional foreign 
language – Russian which would be available to boys in the Sixth Form.  During the 1950s the 
Russians were seen as serious competitors to the West in both science and technology. 

Russian Taught in Wigan School 

The proposal by Mr. W. S. Brace headmaster of the Thomas Linacre School at 
Wigan for Russian to be taught at the school has been approved ‘as an Wigan for Russian to be taught at the school has been approved ‘as an 
experiment’ by Wigan Education Committee. 

The Chronicle 26 April  The Chronicle 26 April  The Chronicle 26 April  
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Of the many school achievements over the preceding year the Headmaster highlighted two.  L. 
Dissado had won a prestigious ‘State Scholarship’ to university– the first boy to do so at this school, 
and in sport L. Birchall won both the Long Jump and the Hop, Step and Jump at the Northern School 
Sports Association Championships held at White City, Manchester in May. 

School Year 1959-60 

The seventh year of the school took the institution into the opening months of the 1960s.  The school 
was running smoothly, and daily life had settled into an excellent, well thought out and efficient 
regime  

The Head Boy for this school year was P. Hulme. 

The following staff were welcomed by the Headmaster in the opening section of the School 
Magazine; Mr. S. Chapman M.A., B.Sc. (Econ.) (Economics and History), Mr. T. Hall B.Sc. 
(Mathematics), Mr. D. Horrocks B.A. (German and Russian) and Mr. R. Oldham (Metalwork and 
Auto-engineering). 

Best wishes were also given to recently departed staff members; Mr. J. A. McNamee (Mathematics), 
Mr. D. Pegg (German), Mr. T. Pey (English) and Mr. G. Unsworth (English and History). 

School Magazine 

By 1959 the annual School Magazine had developed into a highly informative and professionally 
presented document but sadly, production cost implications now precluded the inclusion of 
photographs. 

Music Recitals 

The third year of music recitals included such events as  
• Mr. Riding singing ‘The Sentry’s Song’ and ‘When Britain Rules the Waves’,
• Mr Topping playing gramophone records including ‘Overture to Midsummer Night’s Dream’

by Mendelson, and
• the School Band playing ‘The Lonely Mill’ and ‘Wings Over the Navy’.

School House Reports were submitted to the School Magazine with some key points reported 
below. 

1 Brunel House Captain Mr. Gapes 
This was the most memorable year for the House with genuine enthusiasm all round. 

2 Dalton House Master Mr. Livesey 
Because of the departure of some of its senior boys the House had not enjoyed quite as much success 
as in previous years. 

3 Faraday House Master Mr. Ingamells 
This had been a very disappointing year for the House due mainly to student apathy. 
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4 Harvey House Master Mr. Coley 
The House had enjoyed success in all sporting activities during the year. 

5 Newton House Master Mr. Collins  
This School year had proved to be a more successful year than most for this House. 

6 Rutherford House Master Mr. Smith 
This year had seen a considerable improvement in the results of the inter-house competitions over 
previous years. 

7 Stephenson House Master Mr. Brown 
During this year the House had met with mixed fortunes, but the most notable victory was in the 
School Sports. 

8 Wren House Master Mr. Gelling 
This year on the whole had been successful for the House being the Champions in Football by a 
comfortable margin. 

Student Club and Society Reports 

Chess Club 
The Chess Club continued to flourish with a very keen junior section receiving regular coaching by 
some of the senior players.  The senior section met every Thursday after school, learning from 
demonstrations given by Mr. Leigh.  Photograph below - the Chess Club in 1959. 

!

Judo Club 
When Barry Taylor left school at the end of the year, the Judo Club lost the last of its founder 
members.  When Barry joined the Club six year earlier ‘a draught of wind would have blown him 
over; when he left there was no one in the school who could withstand his devastating side body 
throw’.  This club had flourished for longer than any other club in the school. 

Record Club 
The Record Club had Mr. Sutcliffe as its President and formed in May 1960.  It held regular 
fortnightly meetings on Mondays after school listening to Classical, Jazz and Pop records and then 
discussing them. 
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Climbing and Hiking Club

The Climbing Club started during the year when 
11 members of the Lower 6th decided to establish 
one.  The Club held meetings twice a week during 
the Easter Term and during the Easter Holidays 
spent a week camping in the Lake District.  See 
photograph to the left.  Thanks was expressed to 
Mr. Turner for his never failing help to the Club 
during the year.

Woodwork Club 
This was the second year for the Woodwork Club and was run by Mr. Flemming.  Meetings ran 
every Wednesday after school until around 5-30pm.  Articles made by the Club during the year 
included a go-cart, a tea trolley, a frame for a school photograph, and model aircraft, boats and cars. 

Astronomical Society 
The Astronomical Society started the year with a number of discussions on the universe and Society 
President Mr. Leigh began by giving a series of lectures on the Solar System.  Junior members of the 
society were a great help in maintaining the school’s 8 inch diameter reflecting telescope. 

Photographic Society 
The Photographic Society enjoyed another successful year with many new members joining as the 
year progressed.  During the latter part of the Christmas Term the society took it upon itself to 
produce 300 school calendars.  

Socratic Society 
The Socratic Society with Mr. Fawcett as President ran the Christmas Social.  This was up to its 
normal high standard graced by the School Jazz and Dance Bands and over 200 attendees although 
there was some disappointment that there could have been more teachers present.  Later in the year 
an Easter Supper Dance was planned but, because of an unfortunate apathy by the Lower 6th boys, 
this had to be cancelled. 

School Military Band 
Now in its second year of existence the School Military Band was supervised most capably by Mr. 
Fawcett, Mr. Hilton, Mr. McPherson and Mr. Thorpe.  During the year much money was spent on the 
purchase of new instruments, repairs and music.  The band played at the Christmas end of term 
Concert and on Open Day.  The Parent Teacher Association was thanked for its financial assistance 
towards the purchase of new instruments.  
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Annual School Play January 1960 

The annual School Play this year was ‘Enemy of the People’ by Henrick Ibson and was performed 
on 28th, 29th and 30th January 1960.   The Photograph below shows the cast in action. 

The photograph above shows pupils at Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan making a final 
check of the script before their dress rehearsal for Ibsen’s ‘Enemy of the People’ which they are 
performing this week in the school hall.  

Evening Chronicle Wednesday 27th January 1960 

School Concert March 1960 

The School Military Band together with the more recent Jazz Band and Danced Band performed a 
Public Concert in the Assembly Hall of the school on 16th March.  Below is a local newspaper 
photograph of some of the Jazz Band practicing just before the event. 

From the left (front) L. Birchall, Mr. H. Hilton, D. Martland, W. Hodson, R. J. Richards (back), C. 
Livesey, piano, and D. Roscoe, drums.  
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Gift to the School in the Easter Term

During the Easter Term in February, Commander R. B. 
Chandler, R.N. presented books on behalf of the Admiralty to 
the Headmaster to mark school boy D. M. Morgan’s 
achievement as the ‘Best Mechanical Engineering Recruit’ 
while under training in H.M.S. Raleigh. 

School Visits 

The major School Trip was to Germany led by Mr. Ingamells and Mr. Pey and among the various site 
visits to industrial facilities was one to John Summers Steel Works at Shotton near Queensferry. 

Sports Day 25th May 1960 

The 1960 School Sports Day was held on Mesnes Playing Fields on Wednesday, 25th May and the 
Invited Guest to present the trophies was Mr. H. E. Cragg of Leigh Sailing Club.  The Overall 
House Winner this year was Stephenson House, The Junior Champion was Brunel House, the 
Intermediate Champion was Newton House and the Senior Champion was Dalton House. 

Annual Swimming Gala 1st June 1960 

The 1960 Annual Swimming Gala was held at Wigan Public Baths on Wednesday, 1st June.  The st June.  The st

Overall House Winner this year was Newton House, the Junior House Champion was Wren 
House, the Intermediate House Champion Newton House and the Senior House Champion was 
Brunel House. 

Seventh Speech Night 26th October 1960 

The annual Speech Night was held on Wednesday, 26th October and, as with all previous speech 
nights was held in the Queens Hall.  The Guest Speaker on this occasion was Prof. J. H. Horlock, 
M.A., Ph.D., F.R.I.C.S., F. Inst. F. - Harrison Professor of Mechanical Engineering, at Liverpool
University.

Prof Horlock addressed the audience with a talk on Space Exploration where he emphasised that 
England could not afford to stay out of the International Space Race.  He concluded by saying that in 
the present age there was a great future for technologists and scientists.  

61



Chapter 3

In his reply the headmaster spoke of the part played by the 6th Form in the school.  There was 
currently a pressing national interest in two recently published reports on sixth form studies.  In the 
current 6th Form there were 70 boys who had the opportunity of many options and outlets on the arts 
side of life because the school was not just focused on science and technology. 

Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association 

This was the second year of the Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association with Mr. W. S. Brace M.A., 
B.Sc. as President and Mr. L. W. Smith B.Sc. as Vice-President.  The Chairman was B. A. Brookes 
and the Secretary was R. W Harrison.

The year was opened with the first Annual Dinner held at the Victoria Hotel on the evening of 
Wednesday 6th January 1960.  This was attended by Mr. Brace and about 25 Old Boys. 

At the previous Annual General Meeting a new committee was appointed with Mr. Brookes as 
Chairman.  During the year the committee had organised two social occasions and numerous 
sporting activities.  

Just after Easter the Old Boys held a Reunion in the School Hall with around 50 Old Boys and their 
girl friends in attendance. 

Following the initial three years of experimentation and development, the next four years saw the 
school develop a routine and perfect its best qualities.  In addition to a carefully thought out 
curriculum, its pupils enjoyed the benefits of a wide variety of clubs and societies, numerous 
sporting opportunities, an excellent career guidance procedure and exciting overseas adventures.   

Had anyone conducted an ‘Opinion Poll’ at the school gate in 1960 asking the boys, the boys’ 
parents, the teachers, or the general public what they saw as the future for the school the answer 
would almost certainly have been one of an optimistic future with numerous options and 
possibilities.   

A few grey clouds were appearing on the horizon - regarding secondary education at the national 
level – and these had been hinted by the Headmaster when delivering his 1959 Speech Night address 
but there was little sign even in 1960 of the momentous events to come. 

!

Medal awarded to the winners on Sports Days 
This was awarded to Tony Bennett for probably the 100 yards 

The background colour was the House Colour
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 

Chapter 4  
‘Meritocracy to Merger 1960-61 to 1962-63’ 

As the school entered its eighth year of operation, it had established an excellent reputation for its 
broad and well-planned curriculum, its dedicated and hardworking teachers, its numerous 
extracurricular activities and its interesting school trips.  By 1960, Thomas Linacre Technical 
School, armed with this well earned reputation, was expecting to run for many decades to come.  
Broad changes in thinking however, on how English secondary education should progress in the 
future, did not help the secondary technical schools.  Through no fault of its own, and in spite of 
significant local protest, the school was forced to merge with the Grammar School after only a ten 
year life span.  Almost immediately following the forced merger all traces of Thomas Linacre culture 
were subsumed within that of the grammar school. 

School Year 1960 - 61 

School Year 1960-61 can in many ways be considered the most successful year of the school.  With 
seven years of development experience, experimentation and leaning from past mistakes, the school 
was well organised, well respected, and a leading light in secondary technical education.  There was 
no reason to believe that this year would not be one of many more to come.  

As with any year there was the usual annual turnover of teaching staff.  The School Magazine 
expressed a warm welcome to the recently appointed staff members, Mr. S. M. Appleton B.A. 
(Scripture), Mr. N. Barlow B.A. (German) and Mr. P. J. Booth B.A. (English) and gave a fond 
farewell to Mr. R. R. Lang (English), Mr. G. Leigh (German) and Mr. Fawcett (Religious Instruction) 
who had left at the end of the previous year for other appointments.  This was a small change over, 
and an equal balance between departures and arrivals. 

The Head Boy this school year was J. R. Richards. 

Editorial Comments in the School Magazine  

The Headmaster’s opening remarks in the School Magazine for this year focused on two points.  He 
was particularly proud of the number of boys holding swimming awards.  Forty six boys held either 
a Bronze Medallion, a Bronze Cross or an Award of Merit issued by the Royal Life-Saving Society.  
Although this only represented about one in ten boys in the school, it was a higher proportion than in 
most schools and is something of which the school could be proud. 

The second point emphasised by the Headmaster was that effort is always rewarded, and all boys 
should put effort into everything they try to do.  One ex-pupil and former Patrol Leader of the School 
Scout Troop was spending a year with the Overseas Voluntary Service in the British Cameroons – 
“He is giving but he will certainly find that what he gives will be returned many times over” 
capsulised the Headmaster’s message. 
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Death of a Pupil 

Whilst the School Magazine liked to focus on the fortunes of the school it had a duty to record  less 
happy issues.   

On Wednesday 21st June 1961, on his way to school Andrew Boardman was 
involved in an accident with a bus.  He died a few hours later. 

A popular member of Form 2b and Faraday House, Boardman was already 
showing promise as a cross-country runner. 

Our sympathies go out to his parents and sister in their sad bereavement  
School Magazine 1961 p2 

Music Recitals  

These were viewed as an important part of ‘Linacre School Life’ and continued to run smoothly on a 
weekly basis.  Chosen at random, the following present a picture of the nature and type of weekly 
recitals performed during the year. 
Harold Forshaw of Up Holland Grammar School played ‘Nocturne in F minor’ and ‘Prelude in C 
minor’ by Chopin, 
Miss B. Moore, Contralto sang ‘Softly Awakes My Heart,’ by Saint-Saens; Largo by Handel and La 
Danza by Rossini, and 
Connelly of 2B played a gramophone record of two Sousa marches ‘Washington Post March’ and 
‘Sempre Fidelis March’ both by Sousa. 

House Reports submitted to the Magazine with key points of relevance are reported below. 

1 Brunel - House Master Mr. Gapes 
The year had been quite successful, for the first time Brunel won the Football Championship and the 
junior team did extremely well. 

2 Dalton - House Master Mr. Livesey  
Although the House had not been outstanding in any particular field, neither had it ever disgraced 
itself. 

3 Faraday - House Master Mr. Ingamells 
During the year the House had enjoyed a moderate degree of success although the junior football 
team lost every game. 

4 Harvey - House Master Mr. Colley 
This year had been a very successful one with team spirit and enthusiasm bringing the success 
promised during the preceding year. 

5 Newton - House Master Mr. Collins 
This year had by no means been one of the best and the only solution to the current mediocracy is to 
give the house and team captains greater support. 

6 Rutherford - House Master Mr. Smith 
This year had been without doubt the most memorable year in the history of the House.  Rutherford 
reached the final in the Chess Competition for the third year in succession. 
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7 Stephenson - House Master Mr. Brown 
This year the House was pleased to say that the boys of Stephenson had shown great enthusiasm 
towards their efforts in house sports. 

8 Wren - House Master Mr. Gelling 
This year could be regarded as the ‘just missed’ year coming second in two competitions and played 
against the eventual finalists in the first rounds of another three competitions. 

School Club and Society Reports 

Camping and Hiking Club 
Members of this club took a holiday near Oban in Scotland and enjoyed some memorable walks with 
spectacular views to the Isle of Mull.  The Club thanked Mr Hilton for his help and support. 

Judo Club 

The Judo Club provided its usual Judo Demonstration at the Open Day and received many new 
commers from the lower forms, and to the club’s surprise - three sixth formers!  During the year Mr. 
Martindale discretely imparted from his own extensive repertoire of tactics, various techniques of 
self-defence.  The Club was proud of officially being recognised by the British Judo Association as 
one of the recommended clubs in A. P. Harrison’s book ‘Every Boy’s Judo’.  

Photographic Club

The Photographic Club was supervised by Mr. Sutcliffe and ran regular 
weekly after school sessions.  The boys were taught to develop colour 
negatives (Kodak Ektachrome) - fairly advanced at the time.  Although 
no Club report was provided to the magazine for this year, a good 
photograph of ‘Mr. Sutcliffe putting two of his members in the picture 
with one of the photographic processes’ appeared in the local newspaper 
– see left.

Radio Club  
This was another successful year for the club with some boys working on transistor sets which were 
then a completely new venture.  Some of the senior boys made some simple valve sets and a seven 
valve short-wave receiver.  The assistance of Mr Smith was appreciated. 

Sailing Club 
This year was one of the most successful years the Club had experienced.  D. R. Dale won the 
Northern Enterprise Championship, A. T. Birchall won the Leigh Sailing Club Single-handed Trophy 
and W. J. Birchall won the crew’s prize in the Hijinx Enterprise Trophy. 

Experimental Society
This Society met weekly in the Physics Laboratory on Friday afternoons after school.  Two boys in 
the society constructed a Tesla Coil which was displayed on Open Day.  As with the Radio Club, the 
assistance of Mr. Smith was acknowledged and thanked. 
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Socratic Society 
Early in the school year the Socratic Society held dancing lessons on several evenings in conjunction 
with the Girls High School. This proved most popular and the Society held an annual dance for the 
Upper School in December. 

School Military Band 
Although the band lost some extremely talented players before the beginning of the year, it still had a 
most successful season with many juniors ‘stepping up to the plate.’ Mr. McPherson and Mr. Hilton 
were behind all the Band’s hard work and progress. The Band enjoyed a financially good year and 
managed to purchase some new instruments including a tenor horn, a baritone euphonium and 
several trumpets and clarinets.   

School Choir  
The School Choir performed well on School Speech Night in October and was invited to Norley Hall 
Old Peoples’ Home in December where the Band and Choir gave a very well received concert.  

Special Treat for pensioners at Norley Hall Old Peoples Home by the School Choir 

A Mild Winter and Good Fortune for the School! 

Winter snow ball fights between Thomas Linacre boys and Grammar School boys were well know 
annual events in Wigan.  Fortunately, the winter this year was reasonably mild with little snow thus 
enabling the headmaster to state that “the Gods were merciful to our many windows”.  

School Trips 

The school was proud of both the number of trips on offer to the boys and to the destinations chosen.  
In February 1961 a school trip was made to the House of Commons.  Mr. Chapman took a party of 
14 boys to the House of Commons where they were entertained by the M.P.s for Wigan and 
Rochdale.  The boys saw the House in session and had tea on the premises.  The party returned with 
many memories and had their photographs in the local papers.  See photograph on the following 
page. 
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School visit to the Houses of Parliament at 
Westminster – Mr. Alan Fitch M.P. for Wigan 
pointing out a feature of interest.  Next to him 
is Mr. Jack McCann M.P. for Rochdale.  The 
boys had lunch in the House and then toured 
the Palace of Westminster after an hour in the 
Strangers’ Gallery.  Mr. S. D. Chapman the 
Economics Teacher was in charge. 

Less exciting was a site visit made by 40 boys to Leyland Motors in March 1961. 

A History Outing to Yorkshire took place on the last Tuesday of the summer term when forty boys 
left the school in a coach for Yorkshire to visit Fountains Abbey, and after lunch they took a 
conducted walking tour around York.

A holiday trip to Switzerland during 
Wakes Week with Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Rhodes in charge.  The photograph left, 
shows the boys on their way to visit 
various tourist centres around the 
country and a day at Lucerne for the 
Swiss National Festival. 

Special Lecture on ‘Fission and Fusion’

In late March a Special Lecture was delivered at the School by Prof. J. M. Cassells F.R.S. of 
Liverpool University when the school played host to hundreds of pupils from local schools.  

The above photograph shows Prof. Cassells (centre) informally talking to some of the pupils with 
Mr. M. G. Adams (Lancashire Assistant Education Officer) and Mr. Brace (Headmaster). 
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The School’s Second Public Concert 

A most enjoyable second School Concert was held in March when the School Band gave a fine 
performance which included a wide range of musical pieces from ‘South Pacific’ to a Grand Finale 
uniting band and choir in Wagner’sWagner’sW ‘Hail Noble Hall’ from Tannhauser.Tannhauser.T The photograph below 
shows pupils and staff rehearsing for the Public Concert they presented in the school hall later that 
evening.

The band, plus the choir, made the evening a memorable one, with both of 
them joining together at the end to give a rousing finale entitled ‘Hail Noble 
Hall’.  Also, in the concert were Mr. Flemming and Mr. Riding, both of whom 
sang solos and then blended each other’s talents in a duet. 

School Magazine Summer 1961 p28

Student Magazine  

On the day of the Public Concert ‘Kogweel’ made its first appearance.  Unlike the School Magazine, 
‘Kogweel’ was a magazine run and organised entirely by the boys under the initial editorship of Cyril 
Wilkinson and his ‘staff’ drawn from the Sixth Form.  From initial idea to the first publication took 
only ten days, when 150 copies were produced at 3d per copy.  The boys’ efforts received a 
favourable comment in the local newspaper and a further 500 copies were run off a few days later.

Art classes out of doors  

Maybe surprising but true – art was also viewed as an 
important component of the total Technical School 
curriculum.  Boys were encouraged to go out of 
school and into Mesnes Park, under the guidance of 
Mr. Hilton.  The photograph to the left shows art 
master Mr. Harry Hilton holding an art class in 
Mesnes Park.
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Summer Term Sport 

A significant sporting success during this term was the Under 15 Football Team winning the Wigan 
Schools’ Greenhouse Cup for yet another year. 

Eighth Sports day 

The Annual Sports Day for this year was held at Mesnes Playing Fields on Wednesday, 17th May 
1961 when Mr. A. S. Grenville of the Vulcan Foundry presented the sports trophies.  The photograph 
below shows Mr A. S. Grenville presenting the House Championship Shield to John Baxter, Captain 
of Brunel House with the Headmaster Mr Brace looking on. 

On this sports day L. Birchall showed the qualities which qualified him for selection for the A.A.A. 
Team by winning the School Senior 100 yards, 220yds, the Long Jump, the Hop Step and Jump and 
by taking part in the triumphal Stephenson Relay Team.  The Overall House Champion was Brunel, 
the Junior House Champion was Brunel, the Intermediate House Champion was Harvey and the 
Senior House Champion was Stephenson. 

Open Day 1961 

The School’s annual Public Open Day generally took place in the evening of the Annual Sports Day.  
As usual, a Judo Demonstration was given by members of the Judo Club and various projects

undertaken by boys of the school were on 
display.  To the left is a photograph of one 
of the schools sailing dinghies being 
wheeled out for display. 

The dismembering and rebuilding of an old 
Austin and an old Rover engine (both gifts 
to the school) under the supervision of Mr 
Oldham were also on display, as was the 
School Mascot, a skeleton called George in 
the biology lab. 
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Perhaps ‘pride of place’ (maybe even outshining Skeleton 
George) in the 1961 Open Day Exhibition was an 8-inch 
telescope made entirely within the school workshops for 
use by the School’s Astronomical Society.  This was a 
complicated instrument to make and was keenly 
supported by the Headmaster Mr. Brace.   

Introducing Skeleton George 

He’s the class ‘mascot’.  Everything from abstract art to a skeleton was on 
view last night for the hundreds who toured through Wigan’s Thomas Linacre 
School, when it was thrown open for an exhibition of work. 

Parents saw pupils at work and a host of other activities.  There was even a Parents saw pupils at work and a host of other activities.  There was even a 
miniature garage laid out.  The school ‘mascot’ George* the skeleton was one miniature garage laid out.  The school ‘mascot’ George* the skeleton was one 
of the attractions in the biology class.  The telescope set up in the school of the attractions in the biology class.  The telescope set up in the school 
grounds, on which boys have spent many patient hours grinding the glass, grounds, on which boys have spent many patient hours grinding the glass, 
also attracted much attention. 

During the evening the Mayor Ald. T. Cobley and Mrs. Cobley toured the During the evening the Mayor Ald. T. Cobley and Mrs. Cobley toured the 
school accompanied by the headmaster Mr. W. S. Brace. 

Lancashire Evening Post 6th July 1961

*Skeleton George
One famous school prank occurred when some Thomas Linacre lads dressed Skeleton George in
school uniform and took him to Lowes cafeteria for afternoon tea!  Who knows – perhaps the
cafeteria that day was running on a skeleton staff!!!!!!!

Eighth Speech Night 1st November 1961  

The culmination of School Year 1960-61 was the eighth annual Speech Night held some months into 
the following school year.  It was held on Wednesday 1st November in the Queens Hall where the st November in the Queens Hall where the st

Guest Speaker was Mr. L. S. Newton, Group Education Officer of Pilkington Bros. Ltd.  The gist of 
Mr Newton’s address to the boys, staff and parents was that a school is more than a place of learning 
- it is also a place of education; it is not only a place for study, but it is also a place for experience,
and it is not only a place to prove one’s ability but also a place to develop one’s potential.

A young person needs three requirements – education, experience and 
potential – if he is to make a successful career for himself.  

Speaking on when a boy should leave school Mr. Newton commented: “it is 
right for a boy who is getting bored at the age of fifteen to leave school but right for a boy who is getting bored at the age of fifteen to leave school but 
with the new pattern of technical education it is better for a pupil who 
intends to be a craftsman to take his G.C.E. at O Level, at least before he 
leaves, and it is a big mistake when parents withdraw such a boy from school 
before he has had that opportunity”.  

Wigan Observer 3rd November,1961
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The headmaster emphasised the following in his
annual address.  He pointed out that the development 
of many technical schools had been handicapped by a 
lack of suitable syllabuses and examinations within 
the framework of the General Certificate of 
Education; in particular, these deficiencies were 
evident in Applied Sciences, Technology and Design.  
He also made comment on the Crowther Report into 
Secondary Education, Volume One published in 1959 
and the Second Volume published in 1960.  Here was 
perhaps a hint that changes to secondary education
‘were in the air’ although exactly what change, was 
then still uncertain. 
Photograph above shows Guest Speaker Mr Newton 

(left) and right Mayor Ald. T. Cobley, Ald. A. Walker and Mr Brace. 

It was very much regretted that the Chief Examiners of the relevant 
Examining Boards will not prepare syllabuses, etc. for this new field said Mr 
Brace.  This may not be a serious matter when conventional syllabuses and 
teaching methods are concerned, but when one wishes to develop a teaching methods are concerned, but when one wishes to develop a 
fundamentally different approach to learning and transform the techniques 
of teaching and examining the gulf between those who teach and those who 
examine is a great obstacle. 

Wigan Observer 3rd November 1961

Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association 

President Mr. W. S. Brace, Vice-President Mr. L. W. Smith, Chairman B. A. Brookes and Secretary 
R. W. Harrison. 

This was the third year of Association’s existence, but it was a quiet year for the Old Boys 
Association.  This was due to the limited time committee members could devote to organising 
events.  New members were slow in joining, possibly because many ex-pupils said they did not 
know of the Association’s existence! 

School Year 1961-62 

In marked contrast to the preceding year, which at the time was considered the most successful in the 
life of the school, School Year 1961-62 was one of serious concern ending with almost certain 
amalgamation with the Grammar School.   

The first public announcements of a possible merger appeared in the local papers around March 
1962, but rumours had been spreading some time earlier.  Given that the Headmaster Mr. Brace 
resigned to accept an appointment elsewhere at Easter 1962, strongly suggests that this possible 
eventuality was known by some people long before Easter.  Below is an extract from the opening 
page of the 1961-62 School Magazine where the possibility of a merger was aired but no final 
decision had been made.  
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This year has brought anxiety about the School’s future.  Administrative 
boundaries, population decline, new Roman Catholic schools and the boundaries, population decline, new Roman Catholic schools and the 
insistence on standards at eleven plus are the factors jeopardising our 
survival as a separate school. 

There is no doubt that our Governors, Headmaster, Staff and pupils are There is no doubt that our Governors, Headmaster, Staff and pupils are 
unanimous in hoping that the Thomas Linacre School will survive in its own 
right.   

It would be fiddling whilst Rome burns to disregard the situation facing the It would be fiddling whilst Rome burns to disregard the situation facing the 
school.  Nevertheless, articles in print are static, whereas circumstances are 
fluid.  Our world may not be in a ‘state of chassis’ but we are certainly 
undergoing the trials of evolution, and we are not sure whether it will be undergoing the trials of evolution, and we are not sure whether it will be 
the fittest or the fattest of school which survives. 

School Magazine 1962 p5 L.W. Smith Acting Headmaster

Shortly after publication of the 1962 School Magazine a Public Notice was issued to the effect that 
the school would be merged with the Grammar School at the end of School Year 1962-63. 

So how did this threat come about? 

Across England during the 1950s, Secondary Technical Education had in general been reasonably 
successful, even though it was starved of government attention the received limited resources.  The 
curriculum was well shaped for dealing with real world employment and had a solid practical edge, 
but as the table below clearly shows, Secondary Technical Schools were always a minority.  See 
table below (House of Commons Standard Note SN/SG/4252) p.16 

Other than a simple lack of resources, two reasons have been proposed for the failure of the technical 
school concept at the national level.  One reason was the difficulty of obtaining teachers who had the 
necessary skills in the relevant areas and the second was that such schools were generally perceived 
by many parents as having a lower status than grammar schools and therefore second best to them.  
They were used in many cases for borderline pass/fail results in the 11-plus (Edwards R. 1960).  
These issues are further examined in the following chapter. 

The Thomas Linacre School could not be accused of any of these faults, but an individual school 
stands little chance when up against public national perception and politics. 
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Not surprisingly given the situation facing the school during this uncertain year, many staff members 
sought positions elsewhere.  The School Magazine devoted half a page to staff changes.  Mr. T. Hall, 
Mr. F. Harrison, Mr. P. Ingamells and Mr. G. Livsey had already left at the end of the previous year, 
and Mr. P. Booth left at the end of the Christmas term.  Mr. W.S. Brace (Headmaster and ‘father of 
the school’) reluctantly left at the end of the Easter Term as did Mr. T. A. Turner.  The Magazine then 
went on to point out that Mr. N. Barlow, Mr. I. G. Brown (a member of the staff since the school 
opened), Mr. S. D. Chapman, Mr. E. C. Colley, Mr. W. R. Day, Mr. H. Hilton (also a member of the 
staff since the school opened), Mr. D. Horrocks and Mr. Jones would leave at the end of the current 
School Year.  The four staff members who left at the end of the previous year would represent normal 
annual turnover, the eleven staff who left during this year was unprecedented. 

A warm welcome was extended to the three people who joined the school, Mr. E. Wallbank B.Sc. 
(Chemistry), Mr. W. D. Jones B.Sc. (Physics and Chemistry) and Mr. C. Coates B.A. (English). 

The Head Boy this year was C. M. Wilkinson. 

School Houses and Reports 

One of the greatest changes to occur within the school during this year was a drastic reorganisation 
of the School House system.  Whether these changes were a coincidence, or a consequence of the 
impending merger is unstated, but probably most likely a coincidence given a change in house 
structure would almost certainly have been planned during the previous year well before the merger 
threat.  

Since the school’s foundation in 1953 there had been eight School Houses; Brunel (house colour 
brown), Dalton (house colour dark green), Faraday (house colour dark blue), Harvey (house colour 
maroon), Newton (house colour light blue), Rutherford (house colour red), Stephenson (house colour 
light green), and Wren (house colour yellow). 

At the beginning of this school year the eight original school houses were merged into four; 

Arkwright (house colour green) formed by the amalgamation of Stephenson House and Dalton 
House,  
Bridgewater (house colour yellow) formed by the amalgamation of Brunel House and Wren House,  
Compton (house colour blue) formed by the amalgamation of Faraday House and Newton House, 
and  
Peel (house colour red) formed by the amalgamation of Harvey House and Rutherford House. 

No explanation is given in the School Magazine as to why this action occurred but there are several 
possible reasons.  Eight houses in a school of around 600 boys averages around only 75 pupils per 
house which is not that many given there were so many inter house competitions requiring suitably 
able and capable boys for the house sports teams.   

Eight houses required eight staff members to perform house duties and fewer houses required less 
teacher supervision and a greater pool of boys for team sport selection.  This may not however have 
been a universally good idea.  Arkwright House thought low morale among its members was partly 
attributable to these new arrangements – ‘Blame may be placed in part on the change of the House 
system.  Despite the difficulty of assembling all members on time, the old system of a weekly house 
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assembly at least afforded a check on the progress of the House, and the diversity of activities could 
be impressed upon less dynamic members’.  

1 Arkwright - House Captains Mr. Brown, Mr. Appleton, Mr. Jones and Mr. Martindale. 
This house met every WednesdaWednesdaW y morning when Mr. Brown read the lesson and Mr. Appleton led the 
prayers. The WednesdaWednesdaW y morning meeting enabled all boys to see the success and work of the more 
active members of the House.  

2 Bridgewater - House Captains Mr. Gapes, Mr. Barlow, Mr. Chapman and Mrw, Mr. Chapman and Mrw . Thorpe. 
No mention is made of how this House operated, but in Athletics the house was Overall House 
Champion of the year, and in the newly introduced sport of Cross-Country Running the house was 
overall runner up. 

3 Crompton - House Captains  Mr. Day and certainly others 
There was no annual report for Crompton House in the 1961-62 School Magazine, so little is known 
about its first year of operation. 

4 Peel - House Captains Mr. Colley, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Hilton, and Mr Horrocks. y, Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Hilton, and Mr Horrocks. y
This House report stated that the new house system had been successful for Peel (in marked contrast 
to Arkwright’s thinking). This house won both the Swimming Gala and the Chess Championship.  
Comment was made on three newly introduced events in the school, Cross-Country Running, 
Reading Competitions, and Four Aside Soccer. 

The above photograph shows boys under Starters Orders on the school’s first Cross-Country Race at 
Christopher Park in March 1962. 

Student Club and Society Reports 

Automobile Club 
Little progress had been made this year on the Rover 14 and Austin chassis even though much work 
had been expended on both.  More progress however, had been achieved on an A.J.S. motorcycle.  
Mr. Oldham was thanked for his support throughout the year. 

Basketball Club 
The Basketball team did extremely well this year, having an outstanding set of players who worked 
together in a closely knit team.  Unfortunately, so few local schools had basketball teams only a few 
school competition fixtures were possible.  As was often the case Mr. Robinson was thanked for his 
excellent coaching and advice. 
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Chess Club 
Although many experienced senior boys left the school at the end of the previous year many younger 
boys showed an interest in joining up.  For the first time in the Club’s history Junior Chess matches 
were arranged and juniors and intermediates played alongside the senior boys. 

Judo Club 
The Judo Club continued with the usual crop of new boys anxious to join, and at one time there were 
not enough Judo outfits for everyone.  Mr. Martindale was thanked for yet another year of 
encouragement and support.  

Woodwork Club 
This Club continued to increase its membership and projects this year included electric guitars, 
folding tables and bunk beds.  Mr. Flemming was thanked for his constant help and advice.  

Astronomical Society 

This Society recorded its deep indebtedness to Mr Brace who 
enabled the boys to complete the 8 inch diameter Newtonian 
Reflector Telescope which enabled club members to view most of 
the Solar System.  

The photograph to the left shows the School’s 8 inch telescope 
being used by members of the Astronomical Society. 

Socratic Society 
This year saw a considerable widening of the Society’s program due to the enthusiasm of its 
President Mr. Colley supported by G. Banks (Chairman), N. Skelton (Secretary), R. Bullough 
(Treasurer), A. Birchall, I. Hunter, A. Jones, G. Timmins and C. M. Wilkinson.  The Christmas Social 
was well organised and proved most successful, no doubt helped by dancing classes held on Friday 
evenings with girls invited from the High School.  Mrs. Brinkman and Miss Grundy chaperoned the 
girls and Mr. Robinson the boys.  

The Society also organised a series of discussions on philosophical, scientific and religious topics 
with several members of the staff helping where required.  Only about a quarter of the Sixth Form 
pupils attended, but those who did had an enjoyable time.  

Two visits were made to Wigan Little Theatre, a few boys saw the Old Vic’s ‘Merchant of Venice’ 
performed in Manchester, and Mr Sutcliffe hired a minibus to take some boys to see ‘West Side 
Story’ performed in Liverpool. 

‘Kogweel’  
At the end of this year the students’ magazine ‘Kogweel’ was one year old.  It started purely as a 
venture within the school but as the year progressed its scope was extended to include the Girls High 
School, Wigan Grammar School, and the Notre Dame Convent School and the plan was to include 
more schools in the future.  Some of the Thomas Linacre boys felt that this broadening of scope to 
include other schools should not have occurred, but the editorial team pointed out that the magazine 
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would only survive if more material was submitted stating “not enough ‘Linacarians’ were willing to 
contribute regular articles.” 

The School Band 

As with all school bands there is the perennial 
problem of experienced older boys leaving and 
having to be replaced by younger boys yet to learn.  
A plea was made for more boys to learn to play a 
brass instrument.  The departure of Mr. Hilton at 
the end of this school year was viewed with deep 
regret.  Mr. McPherson arranged for the School 
Band to play at the annual School Sports Day this 
year rather than the usual playing of gramophone 
records. The photograph to the left shows 
members of the school’s Jazz and Military Band 
rehearsing both Mozart and Top of the Pops for a 

concert to be given to the Wigan and District Music Society.

School Trips 

The Easter Trip this year went to Devon accompanied by Mr. Gapes and Mr. Robinson. 

During this year five industry visits were made for boys studying Workshop Subjects and four visits 
for boys studying Economics.  The workshop focused visits included (1) Park Gate Iron and Steel 
Company in Rotherham, (2) the Steel Corporation Works in Sheffield, (3) Walmsleys Foundry Ltd 
near Bolton, (4) the British Aluminium Co. Ltd. at Warrington and (5) Roger Bolton’s Foundry in 
Wigan.  

The Economics focused visits included (1) Leyland Motors Ltd near Leyland, (2) the Vulcan 
Foundry Locomotive Works at Newton-le-Willows, (3) Eckersley’s Cotton Mills in Wigan, and (4) 
British Railways Modernisation Scheme at the Diesel-Electric Depot at Atherton. 

Annual School Play ‘Operation Morning Departure’ by Kenneth Woollard

The Annual School Play ‘Operation Morning 
Departure’ was performed in the School Hall 
in March 1962.  The play was produced by 
Mr. Barlow and assisted by Mr. T. A. Turner 
and, according to the boys was admirably 
attuned to their needs and was a great success 
because of good acting and loyal team work 
behind the stage. 

The photograph left shows the pupils in a 
dress rehearsal of the play. 
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The extract below shows what appeared in the Evening Chronicle in March 1962 around Easter 
Time.  It presents the reasons as to why the Wigan Education Committee was thinking of merging 
the Thomas Linacre Technical School with Wigan Grammar School - a bomb shell indeed.  

Merger for two Wigan Schools 

A case for the amalgamation of Wigan’s two major secondary schools is likely 
to be made out at next Monday’s meeting of Wigan Education Committee.  

Governors of the town’s grammar school and the Thomas Linacre secondary 
technical school, which are across the road from each other in Parsons Walk 
met last night. 

Memorandums have already been submitted by headmasters and staffs of the 
two schools.  The final decision may eventually turn on whether the Local 
Government Boundary Commission will favour Wigan’s proposal to link up 
with 10 surrounding county districts into one county borough. 

Two Years 

No decision will be implemented for two years – about the time the 
commission’s findings are expected.  If the commission finds for Wigan’s 
proposals which would boost the town’s population nearly threefold, 
amalgamation may never take place.  But if the commission only agrees to a 
merger with some of the county districts, the amalgamation is more than 
likely to take place. 

Staffs of the two schools will probably meet soon to consider the staffing 
situation including questions of seniority.  Feelings are not unanimous on 
the subject. 

The main plank of those favouring amalgamating the grammar school, whose 
roots reach back to 1597 with the Thomas Linacre which opened in 1953, is the 
declining population of the borough.  It has dropped from around 84,000 to 
around 78,000 in the last ten years, and now that the post-war bulge is 
easing its way through the town’s secondary schools the number of pupils is 
declining. 

At the same time the population of the surrounding county districts have 
risen correspondingly.  The annual intake to Wigan secondary schools has 
dropped from a peak of around 1,500 to around 1,000 pupils. 

Two other factors may have hastened the amalgamation proposals.  Thomas 
Linacre’s headmaster Mr. W. S. Brace is leaving the school within the next 
few weeks to take up a similar post at Gateshead.  And the Government’s 
economic axe has come down on four of Wigan’s school-building projects 
scheduled for 1963-4. 

Opponents of amalgamation have more than sentiment on their side.  Said one 
governor “If the borough’s plans are favoured by the Boundary Commission 
more could be done to permutate the extra accommodation available and 
probably fill the Thomas Linacre in its own right. 

Evening Chronical 21th March 1962 
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The above notice was shortly followed a week later by the statement shown below.  This went far 
further than saying ‘the school may amalgamate’ to the position ‘they almost certainly will 
amalgamate’ but retain their separate identifies for at least two years. 

School Merger rests on boundary decision 

Wigan Grammar School and the Thomas Linacre School – which are across the 
road from each other in Parsons Walk – are to be combined to form a grammar 
technical school similar to the new girls’ high school. 

In taking this decision last night however, Wigan Education Committee added 
that as far as circumstances allowed each school should be permitted to 
preserve its particular identity for about two years – until the 
recommendations of the Boundary Commission regarding the Wigan area are 
known. 

Councillor S. Taylor, Chairman of the secondary and further education sub-
committee, said that the governing bodies of the two schools had discussed 
the matter and had no comment to offer. 

Alderman E. Maloney, chairman of the education committee, said that one of 
the reasons for the step was that it had been estimated that to bring the 
grammar school up to modern requirements would cost £180,000 without the 
added expense of equipment.  Alderman Maloney said he had had a number of 
letters from parents on the subject of the proposed merger. 

Procedure.  He pointed out however, to the parents who were protesting, that 
before the merger could become fact there was a certain legal procedure to 
be gone through. 

The proposal would be submitted to the Ministry of Education and everyone 
who objected to it would have the opportunity of putting their objection to 
the Minister, with whom the final decision rested.  

Evening Chronicle 30th March 1962 

Resignation of the Headmaster Mr. W.S Brace 

The resignation of Headmaster Mr. W. S. Brace was announced to 
take effect at the end of the Easter Term.  This must have been a 
highly disappointing time for a man who lived for, and built up, 
what he saw as the ideal Secondary Technical School providing a 
strong focus on technical education whilst at the same time ensuring 
that a liberal education was possible in the same school.  

As this was a mid-year departure, the long serving Senior Master – 
and Head Teacher of the College Technical School before it was 
moved into the Thomas Linacre School in 1953 – Mr. L. W. Smith 
was appointed Acting Headmaster in the interim.  
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Sports Day in May 1962 

The Annual School Sports Day was held as usual on Mesnes Playing Fields.  The invited Guest to 
present the sport trophies at this sports day was Councillor T. Monks, Mayor of Wigan, overseen by 
Mr. L. W. Smith the acting Headmaster.  Once again numerous school records were broken.  The 
photograph below, taken from the Wigan Observer, shows ‘Boys taking part in the School’s Annual 
Sports Day on Mesnes Playing Fields with Mayor and Mayoress Councillor and Mrs. T. Monks and 
Acting Principal Mr. L. W. Smith. 

Open Day Exhibition of Work 

Little was recorded on the Open Day and 
Exhibition of Work for this year in the School 
Magazine, but a photograph was published in the 
local paper showing boys demonstrating their 
skills on the metalwork shop at the annual Open 
Day   

Sports News 

The school was proud of its sporting record when it came to the Greenhouse Cup and this was 
reported when the Greenhouse Cup was won again in 1962.   

Our first round, which was at home, was played against Whelley S. S. we won Our first round, which was at home, was played against Whelley S. S. we won 
8 – 0.  The next match, played away, was with Shevington S. S. where we were 
pressed to lead at the finish.  The semi-final was against Ashton S. S. on their 
ground and the final score was 3 - 1 in our favour.  The final was against 
Abraham Guest Secondary School where we won 2-1. 

J. Fazakerley 4S School Magazine Summer 1962 p14
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Potential Merger Stage 3 

The announcement published on the 21st March announcing the possibility of a merger - but only in 
two years time, and then updated with a second announcement published on the 30th March stating 
that a merger almost certainly would take place but both schools would retain their separate identity 
for two years was followed by a third announcement published on 30th June indicating that the 
proposed merger would go ahead as soon as possible.  See statement below. 

Speed-up of School Merger Proposed 

A speed -up in the proposed merger of the Thomas Linacre School and Wigan 
Grammar School is indicated in a letter sent out by the Wigan Education 
Committee to parents of Thomas Linacre Pupils. 

The letter reviews the previous stages in the now months-old deliberations 
about the future of the Thomas Linacre School.  At recent meetings of the 
committee there have been discussions concerning amalgamation proposals. 

The letter states that a new situation has arisen which means that the 
original plan to preserve the separate identities of each school for around 
two years looks like having to be scrapped and amalgamation made at the 
earliest possible date. 

The letter states ‘in March this year the Education Committee reviewed the 
future of the Thomas Linacre and Wigan Grammar Schools and decided to 
combine the two schools as opportunity offered in the near future, but to 
endeavour to preserve the separate identity of each school for a period of 
approximately two years.  That is until the recommendation of the Local 
Government Boundary Commission regarding the Wigan area becomes known. 

The letter points out however, that since that time not only have ‘an 
appreciable number of the staff of Thomas Linacre School obtained posts 
elsewhere but also the headmaster of Wigan Grammar School has secured 
another appointment’. 

The Director of Education, Mr. Reese Edwards, points out that ‘taking all 
these things into consideration and in view of the anxiety expressed not only 
by the parents of pupils at these two schools but also by the schools’ staffs, 
it has been decided to proceed with the proposed amalgamation of the schools 
at the earliest possible date if the proposal is approved by the Minister of 
Education.’ 

And the letter further states that on June 18th the Edcation Committee 
decided to issue formal notice of its intention to CLOSE the Thomas Linacre 
School and to amalgamate the school organisation with that of Wigan 
Grammar School.  A proposal to this effect is being submitted to the Minister 
of Education. 

Objections 
Public notice has to be given of such a proposal.  This will appear in local 
newspapers as soon as possible. 

Lancashire Evening Post 20th June 1962 
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This third announcement informing the general public of a speed up of the merger proposal 
prompted a series of objections.  L. A. Dissado - one ex-pupil and one time Captain of the School 
Chess Club - wrote the following ‘Open Letter of Objection’ which has been transcribed in part 
below.   

School Merger Protest Letter 

‘Less chance for the individual pupil’ 

Sir, I wish to express the disapproval of myself and other ex-students of the 
Thomas Linacre School concerning the amalgamation of that school with the 
Wigan Grammar School.  The reason given for the amalgamation is that the 
population of Wigan is declining, and it can no longer support two schools. 

It was originally proposed to wait for the recommendations of the Boundary 
Commission which is expected to increase the size of the borough of Wigan 
and thus completely fill both schools again.  

But the loss of both headmasters and the declared intentions of several 
departmental heads of leaving at the end of this term caused what seems to 
be the panicky measure of amalgamation. 

This may indeed prove to be a rather rash measure for, with the increase in 
children available for grammar school education and the so called birth 
rate bulge and the possible increase of the size of the borough the 
amalgamated school may be called upon to take more pupils than is possible, 
whereas two separate schools may be able to take a large percentage of that 
increase. 

The reason for this inability to take extra pupils is that the amalgamated 
school will contain less staff and fewer facilities, i.e. laboratory equipment, 
rooms, etc.  These measures will have been taken because the new school is 
for economy and there is no economy in setting up a new school from two 
separate schools, while retaining the full staff and equipment of both 
schools. 

At present the two schools operate successfully to give two distinct types of 
education.  The grammar school serves mainly the academic world, but the 
technical school is designed to give those boys with sufficient intelligence a 
chance to gain such qualifications as lead to an engineering degree, or a 
student apprenticeship; the means of producing much needed technologists.  

It also gives those boys who concentrate on academic studies a practical skill 
in the workshops or on the drawing board, acquired throughout five years of 
school life as well as a theoretical knowledge of the industrial processes. 

I would like to bring to the notice of the people of Wigan the fact that the 
remedy lies in their hands.  It requires only a petition of 10 Wigan rate 
payers to the Minister of Education to cause an investigation to be set up. 
Yours etc. L. A. Dissado, 1a, Stanley Crescent, Prescot. 

Abstract of petition letter in Lancashire Evening Post 29th June 1962 
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Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association 

This was the fourth year of the Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association and a meeting was held on 
Thursday 5th July at 7-30pm with the aim of enlivening the group.  A plea was made for all boys 
leaving school at the end of the year to join the Association by writing to Mr Brian A. Brooks of 4, 
Deefords Avenue, Chester. 

School Year 1962-63 

This unfortunately, was the last year of Thomas Linacre Technical School and its future remained 
uncertain – how would the merger work out and how would Thomas Linacre fare after the 
amalgamation?  This last year was entirely under the leadership of Acting Headmaster Mr. L. W. 
Smith.  The last ever edition of the School Magazine gave due respect to this long serving and 
dedicated staff member. 

Mr. L. W. Smith B.Sc., Acting Headmaster, 1962-3 

Mr. L. W. Smith has taught in Wigan for over thirty years.  Towards its close, 
he was in charge of the Junior Technical School.  He has been our Senior 
Master since the school opened and, when Mr. Brace moved to Gateshead, Mr. 
Smith became our Acting Headmaster. 

What was inevitably in many ways a thankless and burdensome task he has 
carried out with sincere diligence and persistent idealism.  As your editor, I 
have been requested to record this tribute.  

S. M. Appleton School Magazine, 1963 p3.

Following the loss of so many staff the previous year, the school greatly welcomed newcomers  
Mrs. B. C. Hinde as Art Teacher and Mrs. E. Saddler and Mrs. D. M. Small both of whom assisted in 
German and Russian during the autumn term.  It is interesting to note this is the first indication of 
ladies teaching in the school.  Mr. H. I. Hutchings B.A. arrived in January 1963 to teach Russian.  
Good wishes were also granted to Mr. E. McPherson, the school’s assiduous Band Master, who 
announced he would be leaving at the end of the year to take up a position at Urmston Grammar 
School. 

The Head Boy for this final school year was I. Wilcock. 

In spite of all the difficulties and uncertainties facing the school, life went on as normal as possible. 

House Reports 
1 Arkwright House Masters Mr. Martindale, Mr. Oldham, and Mr. Appleton. 
According to the house report it failed to distinguish itself during this last year.  A few notable boys 
had done well but most ‘had failed to raise themselves from the tomb of lethargy’.  Blame, according 
to the House lay in part, on the change to the house system at the beginning of the previous school 
year.  ‘Despite the difficulty of assembling all members on time, the old system of a weekly House 
Assembly at least afforded a check on the progress of the house, and the diversity of activities could 
be impressed on less dynamic boys’.  The one bright spot this year was gaining First Position in the 
Senior Championship on average points in the Cross Country Running Competition. 
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2 Bridgewater House Masters Mr. Gapes, Mr. Thorpe, and Mr. Coates 
The House report stated it did well in Athletics at the annual Sports Day emerging as Overall 
Champions and special thanks was given to the Intermediates and Seniors who were champions in 
their respective sections.  In Basketball the house captured the Basketball Championship in the face 
of strong competition, but the house had no success in the Chess Competitions.  In Swimming the 
house came third, but the junior members became the Junior Champions. 

3 Crompton House Masters Mr. Riding, Mr. Sutcliffe and Mr. McPherson 
At the end of the previous year this House suffered a great loss with the departure of Mr. Day who 
had been the driving force behind Crompton, and before that Newton House in the school’s earlier 
years.  On Sports Day the house came overall second largely through the efforts if the Senior boys.  
In Chess the house did exceedingly well and won the Chess Championship. 

Peel House Masters Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Wallbank and Mr. McTeague 
Mr. McTeague joined the House during the year as one of the three house masters.  This year the 
house won the Swimming Championship and took first place in the Intermediate and Senior 
sections of these sports and came second in the Chess Competition. 

The last issue of the School Magazine, House Club and Society news was interspersed with various 
messages of thanks and good will from town officials.  Alderman T. Maloney, Chairman of Wigan 
Education Committee had the following to say to the school community as his contribution to the 
magazine.  

Alderman E. Maloney, J.P. Chairman of Wigan Education Committee 

I would like on this occasion of the last issue of the Thomas Linacre School 
Magazine, like to express my appreciation of the academic success and 
exceedingly creditable record of the School since it opened. 

For some reason I have been unable to ascertain, the school has been far 
more popular with parents out of the County Borough of Wigan than those 
within the Borough.  This may be due to the fact that the school had to 
compete for entrants with Wigan Grammar School, a well-known school with 
a long tradition behind it, and the fact there has been a shortage of schools 
of the secondary technical type within the Lancashire area. 

There is no doubt however, that in Wigan there has been an overwhelming 
preference and demand for places at the Wigan Grammar School.  

Ald. E. Maloney School Magazine 1963 p4 

Student Club and Society Reports 

Chess Club 
The First Team won only half their games but, for the first time the Club could mount a Second 
Team.  In the House Chess Competition Crompton House won the same number of matches as Peel 
House but won more games and were therefore the Chess Champions.  Club members were involved 
in the Merseyside Chess Congress, the Wigan Chess Club and the Methodist Association of Youth 
Clubs Congress in Wigan. 
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Woodwork Club 
The WoodwWoodwW ork Club met on WednesdaWednesdaW y evenings and had around 20 active members. This year the 
Club ranks were swolen with first and second year boys who worked ‘with zest’ and made a variety 
of items including some really high grade electric guitars. TwTwT o first year boys made some fine 
model yachts.  

Socratic Society 
This was probably the most successful year for the Socratic Society due to some extent to the keen 
interest shown by the boys of the Lower Sixth. This year’s Christmas Dance ‘excelled everything 
before it’. 

On behalf of the Society I would like to thank all those who helped make it On behalf of the Society I would like to thank all those who helped make it 
the best dance we ever had.  Mrs. Hinde gave us every assistance possible as 
regards décor. Mrs. Saddler and Mrs. Aitken added the essential feminine 
touch to the refreshments, and Mr. Collins compered proceedings with touch to the refreshments, and Mr. Collins compered proceedings with 
superb verve and abandon, even risking his own reputation with respect to 
sartorial propriety in others, for a certain novelty dance that proved 
somewhat revealing. 

In fact, the standard achieved was such that we were urged to have another 
dance at Easter.  Unable to resist the request of ‘rather attractive 
plaintiffs’, we received permission to hold our Easter Dance – the last dance 
of the Thomas Linacre School.  

School Magazine 1963 R, Bullough p54 

Apart from organising dances the main function of the Socratic Society was to encourage Sixth 
Formers’ interest in the fields of theatre and music.  In these areas the society had been less active, 
but it did manage to organise a debate and a trip was made to a Beethoven concert. 

No other clubs or societies submitted a report to the last School Magazine. 

School Swimming Gala took place in October 1962

A school Swimming Gala was arranged in 
October 1962 when three new school 
swimming records were established.  Peel 
House became the Overal l House 
Champion. 

The photograph to the left shows Acting 
Headmaster Mr. L. Smith presenting the 
school Swimming Trophy to Frank Lyon 
captain of Peel House, the overall winners, 
whilst winners of swimming medals look on. 

Thomas Linacre’s Last Annual Speech Night 27th March 1963 

For all previous school years, the end of year Annual Speech Night has concluded the yearly report, 
but as this was the very last School Speech Night it has been included in the school year in which it 
was held and not in the school year to which it relates. 
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The last Annual School Speech Night was held in the Queens Hall on Wednesday, 27th March 1963, 
almost nine months after the end of the preceding school year.  The Honoured Guest Speaker for this 
occasion was the former Headmaster Mr. W. S. Brace who needed no introduction to most of the 
boys and parents present.  Below is a photograph of Mr. Brace talking with the Mayor of Wigan at a 
reception held in his honour before the Prize Giving Ceremony. 

Pictured at a reception at the Town Hall before the Thomas Linacre School Speech Night are left to 
right Mr. L. W. Smith (Acting Headmaster), Mr. W. S. Brace (the Guest of Honour), Mr. J. H. Craik 
(Deputy Town Clerk), Councillor. T. Monks (the Mayor), County Alderman. L. Ball (Vice-Chairman 
of the Governors), and Mr. Reese Edwards (Director of Education). 

At the Prize Giving Ceremony, the Chairman of the school’s Governing Body, Ald. A. Walker told 
the audience that “This is the last Speech Night that the school, as a separate establishment, will have 
– for at the stroke of midnight on Saturday, 31st August 1963 the school ceases to have any legal
existence.  He then went on to say however, that the school would not close but will remain as an
educational building and part of an educational establishment.

He then went on to commend the stirling work achieved by Thomas Linacre School since it opened 
in 1953 and hoped that the name Thomas Linacre would be retained in some form or other - perhaps 
in a title ‘Thomas Linacre Hall’.  He also admitted that he knew the change was disturbing to many 
people. 

There then followed ‘some soothing spin’ to the effect that this was a ‘fusion’ of two equal parts and 
that some good would come to the benefit of all concerned by this move!  He concluded his speech 
by saying “There should be no sadness at the parting of the ways, neither should any parent have 
doubts on their minds about the future of their boys because the opportunities and standards will be 
maintained.”  

Mr. L. W. Smith Acting Headmaster of the school then addressed the audience.  He told the guests 
and parents that this year (1962-63) boys were being entered for Engineering Science at O’Level in 
the JUJMB and that this would allow the school to continue a course which Durham University is 
concluding.  He was also pleased to announce that the results of last year’s initial entries were even 
more encouraging than had been expected. 

Mr. W. S. Brace (Guest Speaker and former Headmaster) and now Headmaster of Elgin Secondary 
Technical School, Gateshead then delivered his speech.  He said the closing of the school was a 
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‘progressive act’ and that all the boys would benefit from it.  He said the school’s one weakness had 
been its arts side and when the amalgamation took place this would soon be rectified. Given the 
effort, dynamism, thought, and passion Mr. Brace gave to the school over almost a decade, one 
cannot help but admire his politeness. 

Thomas Linacre’s Last Sports Day 24th May 1963 

Thomas Linacre’s last Sports Day was held in the then comparatively new WoodhouseWoodhouseW Municipal 
Stadium whereas all earlier Sports Days had been held on Mesnes Playing Fields. The Guest of 
Honour to present the sports trophies was Councillor J. Johnson, Mayor of Wigan. The Mayoress 
Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Merryman (wife of the incoming Headmaster) were also present on the day.  
For more information on the new headmaster see the next chapter. 

On this Sports Day the School Band did not perform but arrangements were made for amplified 
music to be played instead. Bridgewater House won the Overall House Championship with 
Arkwright House coming in second. Peel House won the Junior Section Championship and 
Bridgewater House the Intermediate Section Championship.  

The photograph above left shows Peter Banks, winner of the Junior long jump and hop step and 
jump receiving his prize from the Mayor of Wigan, Councillor J. Johnson, and the photograph above 
right is one of the last photographs of a Thomas Linacre Sports group taken at the Municipal 
Stadium where they performed a fantastic feat of winning every single trophy open to them at the 
Wigan Inter-Schools Athletics Meeting.  Pictured are Mr. Robinson and his team in May 1963.

Loyal Caretaker moves on  

Mr. A. Naylor of Warrington Lane, Wigan left to take up the position of 
Senior Caretaker at the New Girls’ High School.  Mr. Naylor was the 
caretaker at Thomas Linacre School for 10 years existence and had 
worked for Wigan Corporation for 18 years. 

86



1960-61 to 1962-63

Thomas Linacre Old Boys Association 

President Mr. L. W. Smith, and Vice-President P. J. Richards. Secretary J. M. Atherton and Treasurer 
J. Appleton.

During this, the fifth, year of the Old Boys Association, the association was revived and held a 
number of meetings throughout the year.  At Christmas 1962 a Christmas Dinner was held at the 
Victoria Hotel, Wigan and this was a great success.  The School Magazine stated that the association 
hoped to repeat this the following year. 

Towards the end of the Easter Term the Old Boys’ soccer team played the School Eleven and greatly 
surprised themselves by winning 6 to 4.  It was hoped the Old Boys could play the School Cricket 
team before the end of the Summer Term.  

Membership unfortunately, was still low and this restricted the number of activities the association 
could hold.  It was lamented that, with more members the Association could embark on more 
ambitious projects and even hold a Dance the following Christmas. 

A plea was made to all Thomas Linacre boys who were leaving the school at the end of the year to 
attend the Old Boys Association next meeting. 

Evening Chronicle – Friday 8th February 1963 

And so, at the end of the summer term, Thomas Linacre School was forced to close its doors just a 
couple of months before it ceased to be a legal entity at the stroke of midnight on Saturday, 31st

August 1963.  It had just ten years of life. 

During that time the school had earned an excellent national reputation and received numerous 
delegations anxious to follow the Wigan example.  It was housed in a new and exciting building, 
developed an excellent curriculum providing a broad sweep of disciplines from science and 
technology to language, music and the arts and offered numerous pupil focused and pupil run clubs 
and societies.  
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The headmaster worked tirelessly to ensure the school ran efficiently and the teaching staff went 
‘well beyond the call of duty’ helping supervise after hours clubs and societies, organise sporting 
activities and even holiday adventures.  Not many people in Wigan had the opportunity to visit 
Switzerland or Germany in the 1950s and ‘60s.  

Anyone associated with the school can rest assured that the end came not as a result of their own 
actions, viewpoints, values or performance but as collateral damage caused by a lack of central 
government commitment, vison, funding and drive for technical schools in the British post World 
War 2 era.  Whilst Grammar Schools continued with a philosophy, objectives and values some had 
enjoyed for hundreds of years and Secondary Modern Schools continued the path Elementary 
Schools had established many years earlier - the Technical Schools had to build new school 
structures, recruit a new type of staff and develop a new type of curriculum – no easy task.  

!

A Thomas Linacre Form Prize  
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 

Chapter 5  
‘Retrospective Reflection’ 

Although Thomas Linacre School ceased as a legal entity at the end of August 1963 the staff and 
boys continued, but now as an integral part of Wigan Grammar School.  Under the newly appointed 
Headmaster Mr. W. G. Merriman, the enlarged Grammar School adopted the Thomas Linacre 
buildings as its Junior campus.  The Thomas Linacre boys were now allocated to Grammar School 
Houses and the Thomas Linacre staff continued as part of the Grammar School staff complement.  
Some concern was expressed about the safety of having one school situated on two campuses; one 
either side of a busy road leading to the town centre.  Consideration was given to constructing a 
connector bridge across Parson’s Walk, but no bridge was ever built.  By 1972 the ‘winds of change’ 
affecting Post World War II secondary education had gathered storm proportions and the Grammar 
School closed on 7th July after a life of 375 years.  The Grammar School transformed into Mesnes 
High School - a co-ed and none selective entry school.  If this was not enough, Mesnes High School 
closed on 31st August 1988 25 years to the day after Thomas Linacre closed. 

After the Merger 

After the closure of Thomas Linacre School at midnight Saturday, 31st August 1963 existing staff and 
pupils continued as part of Wigan Grammar School and the Thomas Linacre Buildings became the 
junior campus of the Grammar School.  Although sold to the community as a merger of the two 
schools, it was in effect a total takeover with Thomas Linacre school houses and traditions being 
subsumed within the Grammar School organisation, philosophy and ethos. 

Pupil Anthony Bennett entered Thomas Linacre School in 1957 and experienced the ‘merger’ of TLS 
and Wigan Grammar School ‘first hand’ and has vivid memories of the takeover and the first year of 
the amalgamated schools to this day.  Both authors of this history are indebted to Anthony for the 
following comments and observations: a pupil who actually experienced the merger. 

“Problems began to occur more than a year before the final merger took place.  Mr. Brace the 
headmaster could ‘see the writing on the wall’ and resigned at the end of the Easter Term 1962 to 
take another headship position in Northumberland.  Ironically the same situation arose – and for the 
same reason - at Wigan Grammar School, with Dr. Ashley Smith resigning well before the actual 
merger took effect.”  

“Many senior teachers also saw their futures as extremely uncertain.  There can only be one head of 
a department and only one master in charge of teaching each A’level subject, so many teachers - like 
the two headmasters - also left.  In such uncertain times finding suitable replacement staff was a 
problem.  Many short-term appointments had to be made at both schools but, unfortunately TLS was 
the most affected by this problem.” 

“Mr. Len Smith, TLS Senior Master since the school was established in 1953, was appointed Acting 
Head for the last four terms.  The efforts of Len Smith in the last year cannot be praised more highly; 
as well as Acting Head he continued to teach A’level physics because there were no other suitable 
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teachers to do so.  He gave education priority to the examination classes.  Prefects were called upon 
to sit-in to supervise classes when teachers were absent on many occasions.”  

“During my final year at TLS I was the football fixture secretary, confirming upcoming matches and 
arranging the following year’s fixtures.  Very early on in the year I was told not to arrange any 
fixtures for the future as it had been decided to follow the WGS fixtures.  Unknown to me at the 
time, this was the beginning of a total closedown of TLS, its school records, and its achievements!” 

“I shall never forget the final TLS Assembly - the atmosphere was electric.  One key on the School 
piano was wired to a bell (an old prank) and while the assembly was underway, two master’s cars, 
(one being Robbo Robinson’s) were jacked up and their axles placed on house bricks.  Acting 
Headmaster, Len Smith, gave a wonderful speech recalling the wonderful and proud school records 
and achievements and Half and Full Colours were presented to the outstanding boys for Football, 
Cricket, and Athletics.  The Assembly ended with the singing of the School Song.  It had never been 
sung so loudly or with as much passion which was fitting as it would never be sung again.” 

“Prior to the ‘merger’ a new headmaster Mr. Merriman, was appointed and the ‘merger’ process got 
underway.  The best way to describe this ‘merger’ is to call it a total ‘takeover’ where TLS was 
closed down and its pupils and staff totally integrated into WGS - nothing of TLS was carried 
forward.”   

“The timetable was the traditional WGS timetable, the houses were WGS Houses, the school Sports 
Fixtures were the traditional WGS fixtures and the school uniform was the traditional WGS style 
with the school prefects wearing the traditional WGS half gowns.  Initial logistics allowed ex TLS 
pupils to continue wearing their TLS uniforms until replacement was needed, but then WGS uniform 
was compulsory.” 

“Following the ‘merger’, the TLS building housed the 4th and 5th Year form rooms, the Scientific 6th 
Year and the Senior Assembly under the charge of Mr. Merriman in the Linacre Assembly Hall and 
the WGS building housed the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Year form rooms, the Classics 6th Year and their 
Assembly under the charge of Mr. Nutt the Deputy Head in the Grammar School Hall.” 

“Following the merger there was still a teacher shortage and the decision was made that the third 
year 6th form pupils would not be given any lessons in their specialised subjects.  This affected about 
20 pupils who had taken O’levels in their 4th year and skipped the 5th year.  They were waiting to be 
admitted to university and historically were educated to S’level GCE or University Scholarship level 
during this third year in the 6th form!” 

“In my year at WGS my timetable consisted of one period of Religious Education, one period of 
Gym and one afternoon of games per week!” 

“The only concession to it being a ‘merger’ of the two schools was in the appointment of Head Boy, 
Deputy Head Boy and school prefects.  George Worthington was an outstanding scholar who had 
won a Cambridge Scholarship and was the 1st XI Captain and was rightly chosen as Head Boy the 
year after the merger.  I was chosen as Deputy Head Boy and as a consequence of this, became 
House Captain of WGS Bridgeman House.  Outside school I played rugby and was Captain of Orrell 
Colts and as a result was made WGS 1st XV Captain.” 
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“To my knowledge no other ex TLS pupil, in the ‘merged school’ was given any sports captain role 
in any school or house team, although historically the sporting achievements of TLS teams were far 
greater than those of WGS teams.” 

“The WGS magazine came out around New Year 1964 and in it, there was no reference to any TLS 
individual or TLS team attainments.  When this was queried I was told all TLS information had 
disappeared!”. 

“In late February, all third year 6th Form pupils (about 20) were assembled to be informed by Mr. 
Merriman that they had been entered to re-sit all their A’levels again at the end of the school year and 
any pupil who failed to sit would have to reimburse the cost.  As it happened nearly all the students 
had by then obtained a University Place based on their current A’level results.  The 20 pupils saw this 
as an attempt to raise the overall School A’level results in the first year of the merger to try and show 
that the merger was a success.” 

“By the Easter Break however, the majority of these 20 pupils started job hunting and at the start of 
the Summer Term four gave notice to leave, as they had independently obtained work positions, one 
of whom was the Head Boy, and another was myself.  More were to follow.  The following week a 
new Head Boy and Deputy were appointed, both WGS pupils.” 

“Was the long term aim of the amalgamation I ask myself, to eventually eliminate the 11 plus 
examination in Wigan?  If this was so, it would have meant shutting three selective entry schools 
(TLS, WGS and Wigan Girls High School) - a tall order.  By merging TLS with WGS into one 
school only two schools would be affected (WGS and WGHS) and this would be easier to achieve. 
Comprehensive Schools were the new saviors for Education in the late 1960’s.  One never 
knows……” 

Mr. W. G. Merriman B.Sc., M.A., M.I.E.E. 

Although Mr. Merriman was never employed by Thomas Linacre School he had significant influence 
on the immediate post school merger  

From September 1963 Mr. Merriman was the Headmaster of 
the combined schools.  He had a B.Sc. 1st Class Hons. in 
Mathematics from London University, an M.A. from 
Cambridge University and was a Graduate Member of the 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 

During the war he became an Experimental Officer involved 
in Radar Research Trials.  From 1952 until 1963 he was 
Headmaster of Chorlton Grammar School.  He was well 
qualified in scientific and technical matters and was 
considered by Wigan Education Committee to be an ideal 
choice for the position as Headmaster of the merged schools. 
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Shortly after Mr. Merriman’s appointment as the new headmaster of the combined schools he was 
invited to make a submission to the final edition of the Thomas Linacre School Magazine. 

The Thomas Linacre School is well-known as one of the first schools in the 
country to be specially designed as a secondary Technical School and I have 
frequently met your Headmaster, Mr. Brace, at conferences and meetings of 
Headmasters of our Association.  None who knew him would doubt that his 
would be a fine school and it must give many a feeling of sadness to think 
that this is the last edition of the Magazine of a school that has launched so 
many Wigan boys into interesting and satisfying careers.  

What a glorious opportunity there is in the amalgamation of your school with 
the Wigan Grammar School, to build a fine new school of which Wigan can be 
justly proud - one which, by providing a greater variety of courses and 
activities, will first discover and then develop the particular talents of each 
individual boy more fully than can either of the present schools. 

Those with a sense of history will have discovered that, through the years, 
educational progress has been directed towards this very end and, while we 
may look back wistfully and with gratitude at past achievements, we must 
march forward in high hope and with a determination to transform rosy hopes 
into practical realities. 

W. G. Merriman School Magazine 1963 p6 

A Bridge too Far? 

Following the announcement of the school merger a not unreasonable question was asked of the 
Borough.  How safe would pupils be crossing busy Parson’s Walk between classes, assemblies and 
sporting fixtures?  This issue was raised in the Evening Chronicle on 25th June 1953. 

A difficult question, which has arisen in connection with the amalgamation is 
that of pupils crossing Park Road from one building to another during the 
change of lessons. 

As an interim measure it has been recommended that a man be appointed to 
supervise pupils while they are crossing but a decision will have to be made 
at an early date whether a bridge or a subway is to be provided to link the 
two schools 

Alderman Edward Maloney 

As it turned out neither a foot bridge nor a subway was ever built. 

One question the historian must ask half a century on is “Was the merger with the Grammar 
School inevitable?”  A question easier asked than answered. 

As already stated in Chapter 4 the merger occurred through no fault of the school.  Thomas Linacre 
Secondary Technical School performed an excellent job over the ten years of its existence with well 
qualified and experienced staff housed in excellent buildings and supported by new and outstanding 
facilities.  It was a combination of public attitudes and misunderstanding together with limited 
government support for technical schools in general which finally saw not just the demise of Thomas 
Linacre School but technical schools collectively across the country. 
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The concept of having a tripartite Post War Secondary Education System, as advocated in the 1944 
Education Act, was never more than half-heartedly implemented as the following figures illustrate.  
In 1955 there were a total of 3,550 Secondary Modern Schools across the country, this figure stood at 
3,837 in 1960, and 3,727 in 1965.  In 1955 there were a total of 1,180 Grammar Schools across the 
country, this figure stood at 1,268 in 1960 and 1,285 in 1965.  In 1955 there were 302 Secondary 
Technical Schools, this figure stood at 251 in 1960 and just 172 in 1965.  Not only were Technical 
Schools very much in the minority, their numbers were declining from around 300 in the mid 1950s 
to 172 in the mid 1960s.  

National figures and trends are interesting and almost conclusively suggest that, had Thomas Linacre 
Technical School survived the 1963 merger, it would not have survived indefinitely: but what were 
the actual driving factors which led to the merger? 

Thomas Linacre School was established in 1953 when the town population stood at around 84,000 
but by 1963 the town’s population had decreased to around 78,000, due significantly to the rehousing 
of inner town residents in new housing developments on surrounding green field sites coupled with 
an outward migration of residents to surrounding villages made possible by increasing private car 
ownership.  Compounding this problem was the fact that the peak of the Post War Baby Boom had 
passed and demand for secondary school places was softening.  In 1953 around 1,500 pupils entered 
the town’s secondary education sector but this had declined to around 1,000 pupils by 1963. 

Having two all-boy selective entry schools, not just in the one town, but adjacent to each other on 
either side of the same stretch of road did not help.  Although Alderman E. Maloney, Chairman of the 
Borough Education Committee stated in his address on the first Thomas Linaker Speech Night that 
“the school has been placed on a level with Wigan Grammar School, not as a competitor, but in co-
operation with it” was either naive or disingenuous.  Both schools were secondary schools, both 
schools were boys only schools, both schools were competing for those boys who had successfully 
completed the 11 plus examination, and both schools were in exactly the same geographical location 
– how could they not have been competing for the same regional cohort of 11-year-old boys! 

Because Secondary Technical Schools were so few in number and recent in formation there was a 
widespread lack of understanding as to what such schools stood for and what they could offer.  The 
father of a friend of one of the writers of this history was heard to say – “ I went to the grammar 
school and if my boy passes his 11 plus he is going to go to the same school – it was good enough 
for me and it will be good enough for him” and the father of another friend had the view that “the 
grammar school has been around for over 300 years – this new school has not been running for ten 
years yet”.  Whilst anyone who knew the school, or better still attended it, knows how ill-informed 
these views were, the existence of these views in the community cannot be denied.  As Alderman E. 
Maloney stated in the last issue of the Thomas Linacre Magazine (1963 p4) “there is no doubt that in 
Wigan there has been an overwhelming preference and demand for places at the Wigan Grammar 
School.” 

A further factor was the state of educational finances in the early years of the 1960s.  Because of a 
declining school population, the borough was facing central government funding cuts together with 
the need to urgently upgrade the now aging Grammar School campus.  To quote Alderman E. 
Maloney again, he made it clear that “the cost of upgrading the Grammar School campus would be 
upwards of £180,000 plus extra for necessary equipment”.   
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Merging the two schools could be an easy fix.  The rest is history.  As already stated many times it 
was no fault of the school that the merger took place – it was a combination of outside factors 
beyond the school’s control.  Furthermore, in the years ahead Thomas Linacre Technical School was 
not the only school in Wigan to close as will be seen later in this chapter.   

Miscellaneous Reflections half a century on 

No School history is complete without a human angle and what better human angle is there than 
pupil views on their teachers.  Below follows a collection of boyhood reminiscences conveyed to the 
authors of this history.  Collectively the boys’ overall impression was good, but ‘boys being boys’ 
there were many mishaps, pranks, and deliberate breaking of the rules which led to inevitable 
consequences.  Names have been deliberately omitted relating to each statement.  

Views on staff members 

“Len Smith (Physics) Deputy Head always looked aloof as if he had a bad smell under his nose but 
he was a good and dedicated teacher and not at all stuffy.  He did ‘the make-up’ for most of the 
school plays.  I believe he moved to the school from the technical college and moved to London on 
the School’s amalgamation with the Grammar School.”  

“Gerry Livesey (Chemistry) was a great teacher and character.  He was a dead shot with a piece of 
chalk and occasionally, a blackboard duster.  He also wielded a length of rubber Bunsen burner 
tubing to great effect.  I recall him being totally devastated when the lab was vandalised during a 
break-in by a group of boys who were subsequently expelled.” 

“Dacre Brown was heavily involved with the school plays and was a leading light in the Wigan Little 
Theatre.  I particularly remember his ‘Captain Bluntschli’ in Shaw’s ‘Arms and the Man’ and I 
believe there may be a plaque to his memory in Wigan Parish Church.”  

“Dennis Pegg (German) was my form master in my third year.  He had been in the RAF and was 
involved in the Berlin Airlift during the Soviet Blockade.  He was also an accomplished pianist and 
gave numerous recitals on the grand piano in the assembly hall.  One of my enduring memories is of 
him going along the aisle during a German GCE exam, whirling his arm above his head to denote a 
helicopter.  The German word for helicopter ‘hubschreuber’ was in the text to be translated but was a 
word we had not previously encountered.” 

“Donald Austin (English) was a slightly louche-looking individual and it was a source of great 
fascination to us young boys when, for a period of time, he was collected from school by a very 
glamourous young lady driving a Triumph Roadster.  He was a fantastic teacher and would make 
lessons interesting and relevant by incorporating things such as tape recordings of the radio show 
‘Take it from here’ to illustrate good use of language.”  

“D. W. Bulloch (Technical Drawing) if my memory is correct, owned a Morgan 3-wheeler and found 
it at the top of the steps to the main School Entrance at the end of one term.  I will never divulge who 
did that.” 

After Mr. Brace left Thomas Linacre School at Easter 1962, he took up the position of Headmaster at 
Elgin Technical School until his retirement in 1974.  One pupil at that school had the following to 
say.  “As a Jehovah's Witness, Mr. Brace turned up at my house selling the Watchtower Magazine 
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and talking about Jehovah.  I remember this well, because my mother was in deep shock seeing the 
Headmaster standing on her door step, causing her to think that I was in some serious trouble at 
school.  She even bought a copy of the Watchtower”.  

Views on school discipline  

“Wide and varied punishments dished out by staff are still vivid - keys or board dusters were 
regularly thrown at the back of your head if you were caught talking to the person behind you in 
class.” 

“If you missed being hit by flying objects you might feel the ruler across your knuckles, or a gym 
pump across your backside.  More serious misdemeanours would result in detention and the ultimate 
was ‘Three of the Best’ from headmaster Bill Brace.  I can’t remember if he ever gave six of the best.  
Fortunately, I only heard of and received once, three strokes of the cane.  Looking back the 
Headmaster was a man both feared and admired by the pupils.  He was fair but strict which I suppose 
was necessary when running a school of 500 boys!” 

“Tommy Fawcett the religious education teacher would grab the hair just above your ears and lift 
you from your desk and bring you to the front of the class.  Here he would make you kneel on the 
floor, he called this ‘the Penitence Rack!’  I can tell you now, kneeling for half-an-hour on a hard 
wooden floor doesn’t half hurt.”   

“He would also dish out essays on obscure Russian writers - Pushkin, Tolstoy, Chekov, Dostoyevsky 
etc.  This involved a trip to the school library to look up the necessary information in the 
Encyclopedias which made the task of copying out all the information long and tedious.” 

“Jasper Melling the Metalwork teacher would give you a sharp knock (it wasn’t a punch) on the chin 
with his knuckles.” 

“Every Friday in morning assembly, the Detention Book was read out and the named miscreants had 
to report to the Headmaster’s study at break time to learn their fate, usually a 4 or 6 page essay.  The 
essay was invariably on Good Manners.”  

“Being in Detention was a regular occurrence for me.  I knew the script off by heart and could write 
4 pages in 15 minutes.  This was usually done during class time, thereby leaving the hour of 
detention after school on a Friday, to start my weekend’s homework.”  

“On one occasion when I was in detention, I walked into the Headmaster’s office for my usual 4 to 6 
page essay when Mr. Brace said to me ‘how much pocket money do you get a week?  My immediate 
thought turned to wondering what had been written in the Detention Book to elicit this remark.  I 
said, ‘half a crown a week Sir’.” 

“Mr. Brace lived in a big Victorian house with a lawned garden to the side and back, about a quarter 
mile from where I lived.  He was a Jehovah’s Witness and regularly visited a house of Jehovah’s 
witnesses who lived near our house, so he knew where I lived and had seen me numerous times.  He 
said to me ‘I am prepared to pay you 10/- a fortnight to come and cut my lawn at the weekend.  Think 
about it’.  He then gave me my punishment and off I went.”  
“I was sorely tempted as 10/- was a King’s Ransom to me in those days but thinking about it, my life 
wouldn’t have been worth living if the other boys had found out I was cutting the headmaster’s lawn!  
I didn’t take up the offer.” 
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“Detention was a regular punishment which could be imposed by both masters and prefects.  If you 
were lucky some masters would threaten to put you in detention but then forget.  You never knew 
until Friday morning assembly, if your name was in the Detention Book.  It was like the ‘Sword of 
Damocles’ hanging over your head all week.” 

“I eventually discovered (I’m sure I didn’t really discover it) that by tying two pencils together with 
elastic bands you could write two lines at a time.  I did try three pencils, but it was difficult to keep 
them all in a straight line, so I settled on two as the optimum number.  I always used unlined paper 
which made it more difficult for the recipient to count the lines.” 

“If you were put into detention twice in one week, one of the detentions was carried over to the 
following week.  If you were put into detention three times in one week, then this was the ultimate - 
one detention at the end of the week, one detention carried over to the following week, and three 
strokes of the cane.  I only had the cane once and that was because of the three-detention rule.” 

“When a boy’s name was read out three times everyone was eager to stand in the small alcove 
outside the headmaster's study to listen to the punishment being administered and then witness the 
recipient leaving the room rubbing his backside.  A caning was a recognized ‘Badge of Courage in 
those days.” 

After Thomas Linacre 

The Grammar School, victor of the 1963 merger and with 366 years of history behind it, continued 
as a selective entry boys school, but only for a further nine years.  Some of the changing values 
within society which affected the Thomas Linacre School continued to bear on the Grammar School.  
The ethics and wisdom of selective entry, based on a one-off examination when a child was only 11 
years old, became increasingly questioned as did the concept of single sex schools.  On top of this 
was a growing expectation within society of equal opportunity for all and Wigan Education 
Committee closed the Grammar School; thus, at midnight on Friday, 7th July 1972 the 375 year old 
Grammar School ceased to be a legal entity.   

Was the closure of Wigan Grammar School inevitable?  Another valid question to ask and again a 
question difficult to answer.  Once more it was a change in ‘society values and expectations’ which 
forced Secondary Education change – welcomed by some and detested by others.  Selective entry 
schools undoubtedly offered pupils greater choice and potentially more career options than 
Secondary Modern Schools which effectively occupied a child’s time until the school leaving age 
which at that time was 15.  A child who went through a Grammar School might or might not go on to 
university or other form of tertiary higher education, but such options were rarely available to the 
child who went to a Secondary Modern School.  

A secondary school catering for all pupils, albeit with numerous streams based on academic ability 
within the one school became increasingly common throughout the second half of the twentieth 
century.  In 1955 there were but just 16 so called Comprehensive Schools, in 1960 there were 130, in 
1965 there were 262, in 1970 there were 1,145.  In 1975 the number had risen to 2,596, in 1980 there 
were 3,297 and in 1985 there were 3,479.  The figure of 3,479 compares with 284 Secondary 
Modern Schools, 173 Grammar Schools and 4 Technical Schools!  Wigan opted for Comprehensive 
Schools with no selective entry criteria and Mesnes High School rose from the ashes of the Grammar 
School.  
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Mesnes High School, a co-educational non-selective entry comprehensive school took the place of 
the boys Grammar School in the autumn term of 1972.  Just as many Thomas Linacre staff continued 
in the employ of the Grammar School so many of the staff of the Grammar School continued in the 
employ of Mesnes High School.  Roy Robinson for instance was employed by Thomas Linacre 
School, then by the Grammar School and finally by Mesnes High School - see his biography in this 
history.  Mesnes High School finally closed at midnight on Wednesday, 31st August 1988 exactly 25 
years to the day after Thomas Linacre closed its doors.  The reasons for the closure of Mesnes 
School and what followed is beyond the purview of this history.  

After-use of the school buildings 

The Thomas Linacre campus has undergone relatively little change since the closure of the school 
in 1963.  Between 1963 and 1972 the campus was the junior campus of the merged Wigan Grammar 
School, and from 1972 until 1988 it was a campus of Mesnes High School.  Following the closure of 
Mesnes High School, the campus became a part of the Wigan and Leigh College – the present-day 
equivalent of the former Wigan and District Mining and Technical College.  As the school campus is 
adjacent to the college campus this made sound common sense and continues its education function 
to this day. 

The Grammar School campus became the senior campus of the merged school in 1963 and then 
became a campus of Mesnes High School in 1972.  When Mesnes High School closed in 1988 it was 
used for some years by Wigan and Leigh College.  The campus then closed for a while.  The 
complex of buildings was granted Listed Building Status Grade II on Thursday, 4th September 1997 
and was subsequently taken over by the Wrightington, Wigan and Leigh NHS Trust for use as a 
medical Outpatient Center.  The decision to name this center after Thomas Linacre was made after 
much consultation with staff at the Trust in May 2002.  

Much work has been done to preserve the aesthetics of the buildings and £7 million has been 
invested in transforming the buildings to their new use.  The campus has retained its famous clock 
tower and new windows and doors have been made in the traditional style.  The brickwork has also 
been renovated.  In contrast, the inside is state of the art with diagnostic suites and tasteful décor. 

Thomas Linacre Old Boys  

Although now in their 60s and 70s many former Thomas Linacre Old Boys live around Wigan and 
around the World.  To mark the 25th Anniversary of the closure of the school in 1963 one of the 
authors of this history (Ron Hunt) arranged a reunion of Old Boys in the Market Hotel on Mesnes 
Street.  Ron is sitting on the left of the photograph (following page) wearing a jumper.  
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Thomas Linacre Old Boys Reunion 1988 

Some of the pupils were in Ron’s year and most left in 1963.  Unfortunately, a couple of the people 
on this photograph are no longer with us. R.I.P Alan Ramsdale and Alan Parkinson. 

Left to Right - Back row. Ken Harvey, Lincoln Banks, Dave Whitehill, John Lilley, Vic Speak, Vic 
Stuart, Alan Holbrook, Norman Crippin, Alan Ramsdale, Richard Dakin, Brian Belshaw, ? , Mick 
Lundy, and Alan Parkinson. 

Left to Right - Front row. Ron Hunt, Billy Hall, Rod Charnock, Martin Richards, Alan Austin, 
Graham Moss, Tony Bennett, and Jim Seddon. 

What can be said with confidence is  

Thomas Linacre – The School 

Made a greater contribution to the town of Wigan than 

Thomas Linacre – The Man 

As a part of this history, contact was made with as many people as possible who had an interest in, or 
involvement with Thomas Linacre School.  Unfortunately, no teaching staff could be located but a 
number of their relatives provided useful and interesting information.  Greater success was achieved 
in tracing Old Boys and some agreed to be included in a collection of brief biographies. 

There follows a short collection of biographies starting with a biography of Thomas Linacre after 
whom the school was named, followed by a biography of the Headmaster Mr. Brace and sports 
master Mr. Robinson.  Following Mr. Robinson are nine former pupils of the school in alphabetical 
order of family name. 
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Thomas Linacre 

(Born 1460 – Died 1524) 
 

Thomas Linacre, after whom the school was named, had only vague 
Wigan connections.  He never lived in Wigan and is unlikely to have 
ever visited Wigan, but he was one-time Rector of Wigan.  This was 
sufficient for the Borough to name the new Technical School after him 
in the belief that such a distinguished and famous name would give 
instant gravitas to the new school. 

Thomas Linacre was born into a well known Derbyshire family in or 
around Canterbury in 1460.  Thomas attended a school which had been 
established by the Monastery of Christ Church, Canterbury, and his first 
tutor was William Tilly, a Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford.  

In 1480 he went up to Oxford and learnt sufficiently rapidly to be elected a Fellow of All Souls 
College in 1484.  It was here that he learnt Greek.  As a tutor at the College he was entrusted to teach 
Thomas More, the son of John More Justice of the Kings Bench. 

Thomas Linacre visited Italy to further his studies of Latin and Greek and in the process met many 
eminent European scholars whilst at Bologna, Florence, Rome, Venice and Padua.  It was at the 
University of Padua that Linacre took his Degree of Doctor of Medicine, passing with such 
distinction that he was offered a University Professorship.  Oxford University recognised the 
qualifications gained at certain other universities and Linacre was conferred a similar degree at 
Oxford, and a short while later also at Cambridge University.  

Arthur, Prince of Wales went up to Oxford in 1501 and Linacre was placed in charge of looking after 
the health and education of the Prince.  Although the Price died very soon after his studies 
commenced, Linacre was then asked to be domestic physician to the King.  Following the death of 
Henry VII in 1509 Linacre was appointed physician to the new king, Henry VIII and moved from 
Oxford to London. 

In 1510 Linacre devoted himself to the study of Theology and focused on the New Testament at the 
age of 50.  In 1510 he became Rector of Mersham, Kent but resigned from that post shortly after.  In 
1510 he was appointed to a post in Wells Cathedral and to the Rectorship of Hawkeshurst in Kent 
which he held until 1524.  Over the next few years he was given numerous church positions, 
including Rectorship of Wigan in 1520 – a position he held until his death in 1524.  

Linacre published many learned works during the course of his lifetime.  In 1517 he published a 
Latin translation of Galen’s work and dedicated it to his patron Henry VIII.  Galen was a Greek 
physician, surgeon and philosopher.  

He founded three separate Lectures – two at Oxford and one at Cambridge and was closely involved 
with the establishment of the Royal College of Physicians.  Linacre died on 20th October 1524 at the 
age of 64 and was buried in Old St Pauls Cathedral.  
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William Sydney BRACE – Headmaster 
TLS 1953 – 1962 

(Born 1911 – Died 1997) 

William Sydney Brace, popularly known as Bill Brace, 
was appointed Head Master of Thomas Linacre School 
when it was established in 1953 and remained at the 
school until he resigned at the end of the Easter Term of 
1962.   

William was the first of two children born to Sydney 
Brace and his wife Mina Gugolz.  His father Sydney Brace 
was born on 24th October 1883 in Sawbridgeworth, 
Hertfordshire and his mother Mina was born somewhere in 
Switzerland around 1882.  Sydney and Mina married in 
Nynehead Parish Church, Nynehead, Somerset on 4th 
December 1907 - Sydney was a domestic chauffeur and 
his wife had no stated occupation. 

William Sydney Brace was born on 4th October 1911 in 
East Langton, near Market Harbour, Leicestershire and his 
younger brother Edward Charles Brace was born in the 
same village on 18th March 1913.  William's father, 
Sydney Brace joined the Mechanical Transport Corps 
when he enlisted for war service in 1915.   

Little is known of William's early life, but he must have done well in his schooling because in later 
life he graduated with a B.Sc. from London University followed by an M.A. from Oxford University 
and went on to become a school master.   

William Sydney Brace married Dorothy Retter in Wandsworth, Surrey in the September Qtr. of 1935, 
Vol 1d, page 1788: William was 24 and his wife Dorothy was 25.  (William's father - Sydney Brace 
died in Wandsworth in the December Qtr. of 1968 aged 85).   

In 1950 William and his wife went to Denver, Colorado for a year teaching in a Denver school.  No 
record has been found of his outward journey, but he and his wife Dorothy are on the ship manifest 
of the ‘Ascarnia’ of the Cunard White Star Line departing Montreal, Canada and arriving in 
Liverpool on 23rd August 1951.  William was recorded as a school master aged 39 and Dorothy was a 
housewife aged 40.  Their intended address in England was 38, Rowfant Road, London S.W. 17. 

William and Dorothy had a son called John W. A. Brace in the December Qtr. of 1951 in the 
Registration District of Thanet, Kent Vol. 5b page 937.  His mother's maiden name is given as Retter.  
(It is somewhat unusual for a couple, marrying in 1935 but having their only known child John W. A.  
Brace, in 1951 when Dorothy would have been around 40 years old.)  She must have been expecting 
their child on their homeward journey to England). 
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William accepted the position of Head of the Mathematics Department of Mexborough Grammar 
School in Yorkshire soon after the birth of their son John, and by mid-1953 William left Mexborough 
Grammar School to accept the position of Headmaster of Thomas Linacre Technical School in 1953.  

When it was clear that the Thomas Linacre School was to be merged with the Grammar School Mr 
Brace resigned some months before the actual merger took place along with many other staff.  Mr 
Brace accepted the headship of Elgin Technical School, Gosforth, Northumberland in 1962 and 
remained at that school until his retirement in 1976. 

William died in the County of Tyne and Wear at the age of 86 in the December Qtr. of 1997 
(Registration District of Newcastle Upon Tyne, December Qtr. 1997 Vol 0531E, Entry 262). 

A reflection on the Headmaster around the time of his resignation in early 1962 was published in the 
1962 School Magazine by S. M. A. - Mr. Austin (S for Second, M for Master and A for Austin.)  

William S. Brace, M.A., B.Sc. 

It is not easy nowadays to hold and wield authority and yet avoid personal 
strain.  One of the first facets which impressed me in Mr. Brace - our 
Headmaster from the opening of the Thomas Linacre School in 1953 until 
Easter, 1962 - was his lack of tension.  In his study, graced by a surrealist 
portrait of himself (a memento of esteem, painted by a former colleague) and 
examples of high grade work from his beloved School Workshops, he was 
always approachable, and he made himself unhurried and calm in 
consultation. 

Amongst his many assets stands out a distinctive blend of idealistic 
determination and strictly impersonal politeness to all. 

Mr Brace's patience with boys' problems and problem boys was phenomenal.  
These were not delegated to others.  One of the finest tributes paid at the 
time of his departure was a letter in which a father thanked him for making a 
troublesome adolescent into a fine and responsible young man, now on his 
way to professional qualifications. 

Perhaps Mr. Brace's prowess as a swimmer, which excellent skill he so 
enthusiastically fostered in many of our boys, enabled him to keep afloat 
with such apparent economy of effort, in the welter of affairs surrounding a 
headmaster.  His leaving us is the result of an irresistible tide and, though it 
is difficult to avoid any "sadness of Farewell", we send him every good wish 
for happiness in his new appointment. 

He was above all, a man who did things himself, as when he re-designed and 
ensured the completion of the School Astronomical Society's Telescope.  I 
have seen him help small boys to repair their locker doors! 

His determination masked an essential humility, perhaps arising from the fact 
that "first he wrought and afterward he taught." 

The school that he created here is his testimonial.
S. M. A.
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Mr Brace wrote the following about his own memories of the school in a piece titled "I Remember, I 
Remember....." 

I Remember, I remember......... 

Nine years is quite a long time to spend in one place.  In fact, it is the longest 
time I have ever spent in one place in my life.  What do I remember of the nine 
years I spent in Thomas Linacre School? 

One of the things I remember with greatest pleasure is the School Song.  A 
very unusual School Song it is, both in words and music.  As I think of the 
Song I remember both Mr. Austin who wrote the words and Mr Thorpe, who 
composed the music. 

But what I remember most is the School singing the School Song on Speech 
Day. 

Every year on Speech Day I wondered at the quality of the singing of the 
School Choir - seldom anywhere at any time have I heard school singing to 
match it.........  With the Choir I think of the School band - a great achievement.  
These two in a Technical School where many people think that beauty and the 
Arts are ignored. 

Then there was the School production of "Androcles and the Lion" with the 
spontaneous applause each night as the curtain rose........ 

Next to these isolated incidents I remember something simple which happens 
day by day - the gathering of the School for morning assembly.  This 
gathering each day of hundreds of neatly dressed boys ...unsupervised yet 
with almost perfect order.......and I think this daily assembly is a wonderful 
tribute to the morale and spirit of the School. 

In the class room the most memorable achievement to me is the one based on 
our link with the Wigan Technical college.  The School's Advanced 
Engineering Course is something which is almost, if not completely unique in 
this Country.  I have heard of only three schools which have anything 
comparable - but even in those schools there are extensive differences.  I 
know that what Thomas Linacre School is doing will be widely copied.  Not 
only in England, but all over the world, the attempt to unite "workshop and 
Laboratory" is seen as an essential part of twentieth century education. 

I could go on - ...the wonderful organisation and achievements on Sports Day, 
the many boys who co-operated in the excellent displays in the Annual 
Exhibitions of Work, the astonishingly good General Certificate of Education 
Examination results, seeing the craters on the moon through the telescope 
made in the School     there is no end. 

But best of all I remember the living School - the boys, as fine and loyal a 
group as anyone could hope to find, and the Staff, as unselfish and untiring 
a body of devoted teachers as exist anywhere.  Yes, I have much to remember 
of Thomas Linacre School.  Only one thing I can hardly bear to remember - my 
last day there.  

William S Brace 
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Roy 'Robbo' Robinson - Physical Education Master 
TLS 1953 – 1963 

(Born 1927 – Died 1988) 

Teachers at TLS came with a wide range of academic disciplines 
and industrial experience.  Most of them are remembered by ex-
pupils more for their character than their teaching ability 
although they had plenty of that - chaps like 'Noddy' Leigh, 
'Jasper' Melling, 'Wink' Martindale, 'Herman' Gelling, and 
'Tricky' Hilton to name but a few. 

One teacher who got mixed reviews from former pupils was 
physical education master Roy 'Robbo' Robinson; he's the stand-
out teacher when they're asked for a memory or highlight of their 
time at Parsons Walk.  Many pupils have fond memories of 
'Robbo' who helped develop their sporting prowess whether that 
was on the athletics track, in the swimming pool or on the 
football field.   

Others however, just remember the imprint of his size 12 gym 
shoe on their backsides!  He was a strict teacher with a capital ‘S’.  It was only years later, after his 
retirement, that 'Robbo' confided to a friend that he wished he hadn't been quite so strict with his 
pupils.  In fact, his daughter has confirmed he detested using the slipper, but it was part of the 
expectation of a senior teacher at that time.  When he had to use ‘the hated slipper’ it affected him 
greatly and he was always extremely quiet at home in the evening. 

So, who was this man we thought we knew - but didn't?  What made this teacher an enigma in the 
10-year life of the School?

Recently spending time talking with Roy's widow Isabel, has helped former student Malcolm Ryding 
paint this fuller picture of the farmer's boy who, after a grammar school education won a scholarship 
to Loughborough College School of Athletics, did National Service, spent two more years at 
Loughborough Training College, had a happy marriage and enjoyed a 32-year successful teaching 
career - but died at the age of 60 whilst on a holiday in the United States. 

Roy was born at Denton’s Farm, Blackrod in June 1927, joining an older brother and an older sister 
and was in turn followed by a younger brother.  He was brought up on Denton's Farm, mid-way 
between Wigan and Chorley.  His father was the village coalman cum milkman in addition to being a 
fulltime farmer.  Roy's secondary education started at Chorley Grammar School where he won a 
scholarship at the age of 16 - one of only two such scholarships awarded worldwide each year to 
continue his studies at Loughborough College - School of Athletics. 

His widow, Isabel (also a former pupil of Chorley Grammar School) explained: “One day he was at 
Chorley Grammar School and then the next day he wasn't - it was all quite mysterious”.  The 
mystery was only solved years later when in 1950, Isabel who by then had been teaching a few years 
herself, bumped into Roy at the Woolworths store in Chorley.  “Roy had missed his bus home and 
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had popped into Woolworths merely to kill some time.  We chatted.  He missed the next bus and then 
the next.  We just kept on chatting and he told me all about going to Loughborough." 

Roy’s three years at Loughborough had seen him excel in a range of sports and sporting 
qualifications resulting in him completing his Scholarship with a 1st class Honours Diploma in July 
1946.  Between 1943 - 46 he had represented English Universities and Northern England in the pole 
vault, gained college half-colours in athletics; full colours in hockey; was captain of the second XI 
football team; played basketball and squash and fenced for the college 1st team.  He also gained 
Refereeing Certificates in football and rugby union, plus an instructor's Certificate in Life Saving. 

Three months later he was called up for National Service in the Royal Air Force.  It was in the RAF 
as a Physical Training Instructor (PTI) that he became a corporal and excelled by winning the RAF 
novices Foil Competition plus pole vaulting for the Technical Training Command.  He also excelled 
in sea bathing, yachting and cycling.  At the end of his National Service he had worked in a 
rehabilitation centre teaching remedial gymnastics; much of this work being completed 'under 
canvas'.  The highlight of his service career was as a member of the RAF gymnastics display team at 
the 1947 Royal Tournament, an annual event staged in London each summer.  When he was 
demobbed on 16th September 1948 his testimonial praised him for his “tact and enthusiasm, his 
keenness on sport and good personal performance”.  This served him well in in civilian life."   

After completing his National Service, Roy returned to Loughborough College to gain his teaching 
qualification.  While there he again excelled in sport, principally in basketball and hockey.  His RAF 
experience created another opportunity to perform his gymnastic ability, this time on the 
international stage at the Stockholm Lingiad in 1949.  

Roy began his teaching career at ‘Wade Deacon Grammar School’ in Widnes - named after the 
famed industrialist Sir Henry Wade Deacon - where he taught for three years between 1950-53.  
Coronation Year (1953) proved to be an eventful one.  Roy and Isabel were married at St George's 
Church in Chorley and Roy left Wade Deacon Grammar School to take up his position at TLS in 
Wigan.  

Roy was a stickler for punctuality and presentation.  Gym kit had to be in tip-top condition, no doubt 
a spill-over from his National Service days.  Thomas Linacre School had standards and he wanted to 
maintain them.  “He loved going to school.  He would sometimes meet up with the boys from 
Adlington when snow had forced the cancellation of train services and they'd walk through 
snowdrifts to school.  Once they walked there only to find on their arrival that the school was 
closed!”  Alongside his PE duties, Roy also helped with school plays and planned school trips and 
holidays, some of them abroad.  Few of them passed without incident. 

“On a trip to Blackpool Zoo someone ‘took’ a penguin, while in Switzerland a boy managed to 
‘acquire’ a cow bell.  A more serious event took place on a holiday in Switzerland when a boy drank 
an entire bottle of whisky and it was touch and go whether he would make it," recalls Isabel. 

Roy continued as PE master when the school merged with Wigan Grammar School and later still, 
under the comprehensive system, when the Grammar School became Mesnes High School.  He once 
commented that when the school became Mesnes High School those standards dropped.  He was 
grateful then if the pupils even bothered to attend his classes!  “Staff and pupils didn't have the same 
high standards as Thomas Linacre” reflected Isabel.   
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Although outwardly appearing a super-fit athlete (he'd played hockey for Wigan Hockey Club and 
was a keen fell walker - along with Isabel) chest pains forced Roy's GP to send him for medical tests 
at Wythenshawe Hospital, a Centre of Excellence for treating heart conditions.  These showed Roy 
suffered from a heart complaint.  “Everyone was so amazed, that someone as fit as Roy could have 
heart problems.  Because of his condition several members of staff went for precautionary health 
checks”. "Roy's investigations resulted in heart by-pass surgery on three blocked arteries.  Roy took 
early retirement in 1982 from his position as Head of Year at Mesnes High School – a position he 
had held for six and a half years. 

In retirement, Roy and Isabel - both keen caravaners - travelled the world but their travels came to a 
tragic end on Tuesday, 17th May 1988.  On a day- trip to see the mighty Mississippi River, while 
visiting friends in the United States, the car they were travelling in was involved in a crash with an 
18-wheel truck in the State of Wisconsin many miles from anywhere.  Roy was sat in the back seat
busy taking photographs.  He was thrown out of the car and died instantly at the scene with a broken
neck.  Isabel was trapped in the front passenger seat and had to be cut free by the emergency
services.  Roy was just 60.

His teaching career and sporting achievements with the 500 boys who attended TLS are his legacy.  
The boys he taught and encouraged gained 19 First Places at the Lancashire County Athletics Sports 
and three First Places in the All England Sports.  The TLS team took Second Place in both the 1959 
and 1960 Northern Schools Sports Association Athletics Championships.  TLS won the Daily 
Dispatch Football Trophy and several players won county caps at football. 

Roy’s contribution to TLS can be summed up in this testimonial from headmaster William S Brace in 
January 1962: “I think it is true to say that Mr Robinson's outstanding quality is his enthusiasm.  
While he accepts the fact that in a school of our type Physical Education cannot take precedence over 
academic work and must accept a somewhat smaller time allocation than would be ideal, he has 
made it his business to see that his department has a fair allocation of time and that activities have 
been wide enough in scope to draw the interest of the vast majority of boys.” 

“Next to his enthusiasm I would put his organising ability.  School games run very efficiently, and he 
has secured the cooperation of many colleagues in caring for, or supervising teams.  Our annual 
athletic sports - controlled completely by him - run like clockwork and are a model of efficiency.  
Personally, he is a very pleasant and likeable young man.” 

One anonymous memory of Mr Robinson’s use of the pump. 

I was only once in detention three times in one week and I came well prepared.  
Two pairs of underpants, shirt lap tucked between my legs and my thickest 
grey pants. I think I got three strokes of the cane and I never felt a thing  

Now, when I regularly got the Gym pump off Robinson! Now that did hurt, no 
protection, only a thin pair of gym shorts. I still have the word POLNUD 
tattooed on my arse. 
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Anthony Bennett 

TLS 1957 - 1963 
WGS – 1963 -1964 

I joined Thomas Linacre School in 1957 and studied there for seven years so I experienced the 1963 
‘merger’ of TLS and Wigan Grammar School first hand which took place during my second Sixth 
Form Year when I was studying for my A levels.  Many of my experiences are recorded within the 
opening section of Chapter 5 of this school history. 

Whilst at TLS I was made a School Prefect and Captain of Crompton House.  Outside school I 
played rugby and was Captain of the Orrell Colts and as a result was made Captain of the School 1st

XV. 

I always liked sport and enjoyed many sporting opportunities whilst at TLS.  By helping the Sports 
Master Robbo Robinson with 5th Form Games on a Friday afternoon I was excused attending 
General Studies lessons. 

On the merger I was made Deputy Head Boy of the merged school and I was also appointed House 
Captain of the Grammar School House of Bridgeman.   

For the record I would like to record that I was presented with full colours in Football, Cricket, and 
Athletics at the final TLS Assembly but all I am on record of receiving in the WGS Magazine is full 
colours in Rugby! 

Post school, all my working life was spent in industry, initially at Turner Bros, Reed Corrugated 
Cases, and for the final 30 years as a director of a specialised industrial packaging company in 
Manchester.  During the last 16 years I was Managing Director.  

I retired nearly 13 years ago.  Upon retirement I became a Management Consultant but after some ill 
health had to fully retire after two years in this type of work. 
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Lew Birchall 

TLS 1953 - 1961 

I was most fortunate to gain a place 
at Thomas Linacre School when it 
first opened its doors in 1953.  I 
started in Class 1D with Mr. P. 
Ingamells as my form tutor.  The 
school was great for me because it 
was very enthusiastic about sport 
and possessed a very good P.E. 
Department under P.E. Master Mr. 
Roy Robinson.  I was also greatly 
influenced by Mr. Cedric Parry who 
was a very able ‘Triple Jumper’ and 
an excellent Mathematics teacher. 

Because of the encouragement I received at the school I was able to 
develop my athletic ability to the point where I won the AAA Junior 
Long Jump Championship in 1959 and then the English Schools' 
Senior Long Jump with a leap of 23ft 81/2 in. which beat the 
previous record by 1ft. 2in.   

Prior to that performance I had achieved an unofficial leap of over 
25ft at an athletics meeting in Bolton which was unfortunately a 
marginal ‘No Jump’ - had it been legal it would have been a 

qualifying distance for the Rome Olympics.  Still, you can’t win them all. 

Unfortunately, just after that event I tore my right hamstring rather badly and could never seem to 
reach my previous standards of performance. 

Through athletics I developed an interest in teaching and coaching and after leaving the school I 
went to Loughborough College to study P.E. and English.  

After completing a teaching qualification, I started my teaching career at Burnley Grammar School 
and 3 years later became Head of the P.E. Department at Nelson Grammar School.  I continued 
teaching at Nelson Grammar School when it ceased being a Grammar School and converted to a 
Comprehensive School called Walton High School in 1972.  It was at this school that I spent the rest 
of my teaching career, first as Head of the P.E. Department and later as Head of Upper School.  

I did however, take a year's secondment to attend Birmingham University in 1974 to complete a 
B.Phil. in English. 

This may not appear very adventurous in comparison with other ex-pupils, but I have had a really 
happy and fruitful career and I owe a great deal to the foundation laid by TLS. 

107



Chapter 5

Thomas William Davies 

TLS 1955 - 1961 

I was born near Blackburn, the 
son of “Admiral” Charl ie 
Davies, a canal boatman based in 
Wigan who spent all his life 
carrying coal from various pits to 
various mills and later to the 
coal-fired power station in 
Wigan.  When attending TLS I 
lived in Adlington (by the canal) 
and I commuted to school by 
steam train which arrived in 

Wallgate Station.  If I missed the train, then I cycled along the canal bank.  Who could ever forget the 
smell of Uncle Joe’s Mint Balls when walking to school, even in those dreadful pea soup smogs? 

Two of us from the National School in Adlington passed the 11+ exam and I was offered a place at 
TLS. 

I will be forever grateful for the education I received at TLS and the encouragement of all the staff 
with whom I came into contact.  I was lucky to be placed in Form 1A and stayed in the A stream 
taking early O’levels in the 4th Form at the tender age of 15 and I remember enjoying stiff 
competition from my classmates.  It had been expected that I would leave school and start work aged 
16 but I got a job collecting rent for Radio Rentals in the evenings which allowed me to stay on at 
school for A’level study (at that point I was earning more than my father!).  I was persuaded by Mr 
Brace to stay on for a third ‘scholarship’ year in the 6th Form but needed more cash (motorbike etc), 
so after the first term I left and got a job analysing colliery spoil heap waste to determine if there was 
still enough coal content to justify reprocessing.  (Some will remember the Lancashire landscape of 
endless spoil tips smouldering, smelling and glowing).  Where are they now?  Mostly reprocessed 
and under the M6. 

During this brief spell with Hargreaves I was persuaded to apply for a university place by the chief 
chemist and was subsequently offered a place in the Department of Fuel Technology and Chemical 
Engineering at Sheffield, which at that time was the world leader in coal combustion research.  An 
annual grant of £274 pa from the Lancashire Education Committee more or less paid all my expenses 
for 3 years.   

After leaving TLS I obtained a 1st Class honours degree in Fuel Technology and Chemical 
Engineering followed by a Ph.D. on ‘The aerodynamics of the annular jet’ at the University of 
Sheffield.  My career has been focused on university lecturing and research, first as lecturer and then 
Senior Lecturer in Chemical Engineering followed by Reader in Transport Processes and then 
Professor of Thermofluids Engineering at the University of Exeter.  As a Visiting Scientist and 
Visiting Professor I have visited universities all over the world.  I am now a Professor Emeritus and 
Honorary Research Fellow of the University of Exeter. 

These wonderful career opportunities were made possible thanks to the six vital years I spent at TLS. 
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Retrospective Reflection

Leonard A Dissado 

TLS 1953 - 1960 

My home town was Prescot, 
Lancashire and I attended the 
Thomas Linacre School from 
1953 to 1960 as part of the 
county intake used to fill the 
school on its foundation.  After 
obtaining a State Scholarship in 
1959 I studied Chemistry at 
University College London on 
the recommendation of Mr. 
Livesey my chemistry teacher 
who pointed out how high the 
quality of the teaching staff was 
there.  My ulterior reason for 
going to London was to be able to go to the theatre and 
concerts.  

I obtained a 1st class degree in Chemistry 1963 and a PhD in 
Quantum Chemistry in 1966.  My supervisor was Australian 
and was due to go to Canberra as an inaugural professor in the 
Research School of Chemistry at the A.N.U.  He asked me to 
go with him and I arrived in Canberra in 1967 as a Research 
Fellow working on similar topics to those of my PhD.  In 1970 
I returned to the UK to work at the Atomic Energy Authority, 
Harwell as a Research Fellow for three years.  

In 1973 I returned to Australia and became a Senior Research 
Fellow in the Research School of Chemistry in 1974.  In 1977 
I returned to the UK to a post-doctoral position in which I 
worked on successive short-term contracts first at Chelsea 
College, London and later following an amalgamation, at 
Kings College, London.  It was during this period that I moved 
into the area of dielectric materials and started consultancy 
with STL, which later became STC, and eventually ASN.  I 
co-authored a book on dielectric breakdown published in 1992 
that is still in print.  I received the Doctor of Science degree in 

1990 and moved to the University of Leicester in 1995, where I became Professor in 1998, and am 
now retired as Emeritus Professor.  

During this time, I became a Fellow of IEEE and was awarded the two prestigious lectures of the 
IEEE Dielectrics and Electrical Insulation Society.  I received a Degree Honoris Causa from Paul 
Sabatier University in Toulouse in 2007, the title of Honorary Professor by Xi’an Jiaotong University 
in China in 2008 and I received the IEEE Dakin Award in 2018.  I am still an Associate Editor for an 
IEEE Journal and am a member of a number of international committees for conferences.  
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Chapter 5

Carl Fairclough 

TLS 1959 – 1963 

I failed my 11+ in 1958 and went to 
All Saints Secondary Modern School 
where I had a very enjoyable and 
successful year.   

I passed my 12+ in 1959 and a letter 
sent to my parents said that all the 
Wigan Grammar School places had 
been allocated to 11+ pupils but a 
place had been allocated for me at 
Thomas Linacre School. 

I started in Form 1A and Mr J Berry was our form master.  Mr W S Brace was our headmaster and he 
signed my school reports up to April 1962, and from the Summer 1962 term they were signed by Mr 
L W Smith until I left in the Summer of 1963. 

I think the majority of us enjoyed, and greatly benefitted from, life at TLS.  As in all schools we had 
some teachers who were very strict and some who had difficulty in controlling the class.  Various 
methods of keeping order were used by the teachers, some sent board dusters flying across the room, 
- most of us ended up with quick reactions - others would get hold of your sideburns and haul you to
the front of the classroom.  The more serious offences were dealt with by Mr Brace and his cane.
This is not very PC now, but I sometimes wonder if this is in some measure reflected in the decline
of discipline and respect of some people in todays’ society.

One of my more enjoyable subjects was Physical Education, I used to like middle and long distance 
running.  We sometimes had to run from school to Christopher Park at Standish Lower Ground and 
back.  Some of the less active lads used to catch the bus and some would stop and have a smoke. 

I think my worst subject was German with Mr E R Gelling.  I remember getting 26% in my mock 
GCE exam and I and my parents went to ‘Parents Evening’ where Herr Gelling said it would be a 
waste of ratepayers’ money if I was entered for the GCE ‘O’ level exam.  What seems ironic is that I 
have recently researched my family tree and my maternal great, great grandparents were German. 

I got 5 GCE ‘0’ levels and left school in 1963 and started work as an apprentice with the North 
Western Gas Board.  I remember whilst working with the Gas Fitters in Wigan that I worked with 
Bill Sayer who was a hooker for Wigan Rugby League Club and for Great Britain. It seems a world 
away from our modern sports men and women of today.  I stayed in the gas industry until I took 
voluntary redundancy 23 days before my 50th birthday when I became eligible to collect my 
company pension. 

I have been married for 46 years and am enjoying a happy retirement and I am very grateful for my 
time at TLS.  
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Retrospective Reflection

!  

Carl’s Letter of Acceptance from the School (1) 
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!

Carl’s Letter of Acceptance from the School (2) 
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Retrospective Reflection

John Fazakerley 

TLS 1958 - 1964 

I started at TLS in September 1958, as part of the intake 
from parts of Lancashire outside the Wigan borough 
boundary.  Travelling to school for me meant a rail 
journey of up to three quarters of an hour in each 
direction.  In the 4th Form I took my GCE O’ Levels and 
then went straight into the Lower 6th.  

At the start of the Upper 6th, we “amalgamated” with 
Wigan Grammar School and TLS lost most of the school’s 
character.  In June 1964, I took my GCE ‘A’ Levels in 
Maths, Physics, and Engineering Drawing.  

Throughout my school years I was involved in team 
sports (cricket, football) and all sorts of athletics (discus, 
pole vault, running) plus the Judo Club and Swimming 
Club.  Saturdays in summer were particularly busy, 
playing cricket for the school in the morning and for my 
village club (Brinscall) in the afternoon. 

I then started a Civil Engineering Sandwich Diploma 
Course at Wigan & District Mining and Technical 
College, together with Steve Bland, from the same class at 
TLS.  This was a 3.5 year course involving study from 
September to April and work in industry from April to 

September.  This gave exemption from Part 1 of the Institution of Civil Engineer’s examinations (as 
did a university degree). 

I started work in the wider world in April 1968 at Lancashire County Council in the County Surveyor 
& Bridgemaster’s Department (Bridges Section) just at the time of the motorway boom in the north 
of England, particularly Lancashire.  For 6 years I worked on the design and construction of bridges; 
particularly on the M57, then referred to as the Liverpool Outer Ring Road.  

I became a Chartered Engineer in 1973 with the Institution of Civil Engineers and subsequently 
became a Reviewer, then Senior Reviewer of aspiring candidates for Chartership.  I am also a 
Member of the Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation, for which I also act as a Senior 
Reviewer.   

I then moved on to more general civil engineering with local authorities in Lancashire.  Whilst there 
I studied at night school for GCE ‘A’ Level Geology which I passed in July 1976.  My final years 
before retirement were spent in Liverpool, carrying out engineering design work with a company 
working on behalf of Liverpool City Council.  

I still keep physically active and continue in my roles connected to my two engineering institutions. 
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Chapter 5

Ron Hunt 

TLS 1957 - 1962 

!

I passed my 11+ and went to the TLS from 1957 to 1962.  Looking back on my school report books I 
was always in the top dozen in my form although Football at that time was more important.  I 
haven’t done badly out of life with a natural ability to do the jobs I did.  It just goes to show that 
although qualifications initially get you an interview its good interview technique that ultimately gets 
you the job.  My main objective in interviews was ‘tell them what they want to hear’.  I’ve worked 
with people holding University degrees who couldn’t do the job.  They may have been good at the 
subjects they studied, but as far as general knowledge and adaptability goes they had no idea.  

Most of my working life I worked for Plessey Telecommunications.  For seven years I worked at 
their Wallgate factory in Wigan as a Test Engineer and later in equipment layout design.  Seven years 
later I moved to their main works on Edge Lane, Liverpool when the Wigan factory closed.  My job 
title was ‘X Bar Shelf Design Engineer’ which sounds better than the job actually was.  After 
sticking it out for 12 months at the Edge Lane works I moved to the brand new Plessey factory in 
Huyton, where they were starting to manufacture a new Electronic Telephone System called TXE4.  I 
worked there as Principal Industrial Engineer from 1974 to 1985.  It was the Best Job I ever had.  

I was more or less my own boss and travelled around the country visiting various suppliers whenever 
I wanted.  I always made a point of visiting a supplier near to where Wigan Athletic were playing in 
a midweek game.  My expenses enhanced my wages.  In saying all this I probably saved the 
company many times my wages in the new equipment I bought, and the different and cheaper ways 
of implementing printed circuit board assembly which I came up with.  It was a job I felt suited me 
down to the ground, as I have a very analytical way of thinking and I’m always looking for better 
ways of doing things.  Talking about it now, it seems like only a couple of years ago. 

Computers and Printers opened new horizons for me.  I’ve written a number of articles; one I wrote 
was about a First Date and one about how I became involved in the Wigan Little Theatre.  In my 
spare time I have helped build sets for the theatre productions.  This suited my capabilities as I came 
up with new ideas on set building.  Every year they produce a magazine and they ask new members 
to write a few words on how they became involved with the theatre.  When I got started I couldn’t 
stop and when I submitted my effort the editor rang me to say they only wanted a few lines but 
having read it decided to print all three pages.  I then got the writing bug and wrote about the 
ramifications of a day when the Latics had no game and I ended up going to Southport with my wife 
instead.  Everything I have written is probably 90 percent true with just a bit added.  This history of 
my old school however is as factual as has been possible on the data available.  In recent years I have 
collected all sorts of TLS paraphernalia and held numerous Old Boy Reunions (middle photograph).  
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Retrospective Reflection

Frank Richards 

TLS 1957 -1962 

It’s not every school that can boast a Mr. 
Universe as one of its pupils.  Frank Richards 
attended the school between 1957 and 1962 
where he excelled at Athletics, competing in 
both the County and All England School 
Championships but his greatest interest was in 
bodybuilding which he first took up at the age 
of 14. 

In 1964 he attended a local weight training gym 
and, after a year of working out, moved to 
another gym which he felt suited him better.  It 
was whilst training at this second gym that 

Frank started on a path that ultimately led to him coming First in the 1969 IFBB Mr. World 
Competition (Belgium), and First in the Mr. Universe NABBA Mr Universe (London) Competition. 

Frank sees his amazing career as a bodybuilder falling into two distinct periods, the first between 
1964 and 1974.  It was during this period that Frank got to know Arnold Schwarzenegger and it was 
because of Frank that Arnold Schwarzenegger actually visited Wigan!  Frank was so good at 
bodybuilding he was invited to train in many parts of the world.  He lived in America for a few years 
before returning home. 

In May 1974 Frank suffered an horrendous work accident, when he fell from an overhead gantry 
onto the rail track below, whilst working as a supervisor with the overhead lines department of 
British Railways.  He was within inches of losing his life, having severed a foot, broken a leg, 
smashed three ribs, punctured his lung and broke some vertebrae in his neck!  He was in hospital for 
6 months and in a cast for thirteen.  Frank was off the bodybuilding circuit for almost 10 years. 

Amazingly, in 1985 he was back in the body building business for a second time.  It was during this 
period that he was given the name ‘Richards the Lionheart’.  He came 5th in the 1985 Mr. Olympia 
competition and was therefore, automatically entered in the 1986 Mr Olympia Completion at the age 
of 40.   

Three weeks before his next Mr. Olympia competition however, disaster struck again.  Frank was 
dining at a restaurant with his wife and some friends when a drugs gang decided to wreck the 
restaurant for some unpaid drugs bills and Frank innocently suffered collateral damage trying to 
protect his wife.  With a serious knife wound and a broken jaw he was back in hospital requiring 147 
stiches!  Undaunted, he was back in the gym after 11 weeks and back in competitions once more 11 
months later. 

By 1990 Frank decided it was time to give to others rather than focus on competitions, and now 
regularly gives seminars and makes appearances all over the world.  In 2007 he suffered some heart 
problems, so he has at last decided to take things a little easier.  It is thanks to Frank that Wigan can 
boast of Arnold Schwarzenegger’s visit. 
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Chapter 5

Malcolm Ryding 

TLS 1958 – 1963 

I started at TLS in 
1958.  I moved from 
the historic Standish 
Grammar School 
(which was really 
S t a n d i s h B o y s 
Primary School) and 
remained at TLS 
u n t i l C h r i s t m a s
1963.  At TLS I
excelled at the high
jump and also at

singing and was reserve soloist for ‘O for the wings of a 
dove’ at my first Speech Night - just in case the chosen 
one didn’t arrive in time on the bus from Leyland!  

My preferred career path would have been to join the police force, but good fortune opened up an 
exciting path into newspapers.  When I left TLS I went to Byrom Secretarial College in Wigan.  
Following an eight week intensive Pitman Shorthand Tuition course, I spent the next 46 years of my 
life from Easter Monday 1964 until my retirement in July 2010 working variously as a reporter, a 
sub-editor, a sports editor, a chief sub-editor, an assistant editor and then editor for numerous local 
weeklies including the Wigan Observer, the Leigh Journal, the Salford and West Manchester Journal, 
evening papers including the Bolton Evening News, the Wigan Evening Post/Lancashire Evening 
Post and national papers including the Daily Mirror, and the Daily Telegraph. 

During the 1970s I compiled three John Player Rugby League Yearbooks and was voted top Rugby 
League Writer by the Rugby League Writers’ Association.  

For 25 years I have been a lay minister (Licensed Reader) in the Church of England and am now 
based at St Thomas and St John Church, Lostock, Bolton.  

In retirement I am a volunteer charity collector for the Royal National Institute for Blind People 
(RNIB) which involves travelling to sites around Lancashire and West Yorkshire.  My other interests, 
which I enjoy jointly with my wife Barbara, include researching family history, caravanning and 
taking holidays in Lanzarote (visiting family based there).  

Three children and seven grandchildren very much keep us on our toes! 

*Top right photograph is of me enjoying a pint of Standish brewed beer at the Bent and Bongs Beer
Festival.
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Thomas Linacre Technical School, Wigan 

Appendices 

The following data are presented in Appendix form 

• Staff of the School 1953-54 to 1962-63 inclusive 
• Head Boys of the School 1953-54 to 1962-63 inclusive 
• School Houses 
• School Clubs and Societies 
• School Plays 
• School Open Days 
• School Sports days 
• School Swimming Galas 
• School Speech Nights  
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Appendix 1 

School Staff 1953-54 to 1962-63 

The authors of this history have been unable to locate any complete or definitive schedule of staff 
appointments to the school, so the list below has been compiled in the following manner.  The 
Official Opening Brochure of the school, published in the school’s first term of operation contained a 
list of all staff of the school at that time.  This data source has been used.  Each successive School 
Magazine contains the names of staff who left the school and names of staff who joined the school 
during the preceding 12 months: these have also been used.  In addition to these two sources, a 
number of past students of the school have been approached for further information.  

The list below should only be viewed as indicative of staff numbers and their areas of expertise and 
not be taken as a definitive ledger of all staff involved with the school throughout the life of the 
school.  The first date following the person’s name is the earliest school year in which his or her 
name appears, and the second date is the last school year in which his or her name appears.  Any 
long periods of absence for any reason, or any internal promotion or change of teaching focus, are 
not included. 

Any uncertainty regarding dates or a person’s initial are marked with a ‘?’  

Aitkin Mrs. (School Secretary)      1961-62 – 1962-63 
Appleton S. M. (Religious Instruction and English)    1960-61 – 1962-63 
Austin D. E. (English)        1953-54 – 1955-56 
Barlow N. (German)        1960-61 – 1961-62 
Berry J. (General Science)         1955-56 -died 1961-62 
Bibby E. (Drawing)          1957-58 – 1957-58 
Booth P. J. (English)        1960-61 – 1961-62 
Bould F. (Technical Drawing and Engineering)     1954-55 – 1956-57 
Brace W. S. (Headmaster)                   1953-54 – 1961-62 
Brown I. G. (English and Geography)      1953-54 – 1961-62 
Bulloch D. W. (Engineering)       1954-55 – 1955-66 
Chapman S. D. (Economics and History)     1959-60 – 1961-62 
Charnock J. E. (Metalwork)         1953-54 – 1955-56 
Clarke R. B. (Mathematics)         1953-54 – 1955-56 
Coates C. (English)          1961-62 – 1962-63 
Colley E. C. (History)        1957-58 – 1961-62 
Collins P. F. (Engineering)         1956-57 – 1962-63 
Day W. R. (Mathematics)         1957-58 – 1961-62 
Dickinson J. J. (English)         1955-56 – 1957-58 
Dolphin J. (Modern Languages)        1955-66 – 1956-57 
Fawcett T. (Religious Instruction)        1955-56 – 1959-60 
Flemming N. (Woodwork)        1957-58 – 1957-58 
Frodsham J. (Mathematics)          1953-54 – 1955-56 
Gale E. S. (Physical Education)       1956-57 – 1956-57 
Gapes D. W. (Geography)             1958-59 – 1962-63 
Gelling E. R. (Modern Languages)      1953-54 – 1962-63 
Green L. D. (Woodwork and Drawing)     1955-56 – 1956-57 
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Hall T. S. (Mathematics)                                     1957-58 – 1960-61 
Harrison F. (Mathematics)              1958-59 – 1960-61 
Higham A. Miss (School Secretary)         1953-54 – 1961-62 
Hilton H. (Art)                    1953-54 – 1961-62 
Hinde B. C. Mrs. (Art)           1962-63 – 1962-63 
Holt J. W. (Metalwork)                   1957-58 – 1957-58 
Horrocks D. (German and Russian)        1959-60 – 1961-62 
Hutchings H. I. (Russian)               1962-63 – 1962-63 
Ingamells P. J. (Modern Languages)        1953-54 – 1960-61 
James H. E. (Geography)              1953-54 – 1957-58 
Jones H. (Woodwork)            1953-54 – 1956-57 
Jones T. (Technical Drawing)              1953-54 – 1953-54 
Jones W. D. (Physics and Chemistry)       1961-62 – 1962-63 
Lang R. R. (English)                                                1957-58 – 1959-60 
Leigh G. (German)                               1957-58 – 1959-60 
Livesey G. (Chemistry)                            1953-54 – 1960-61 
Lowe J. F. G. (History)                                                 1953-54 – 1956-57 
Martindale W. D. (Mathematics and Physics)       1954-55 – 1962-63 
Melling H. J. (Metalwork)                                 1953-54 – 1962-63 
McAllister W. (General Science)                             1953-54 – 1962-63 
McAvoy E. G. (Maths)                                       1955-56 – 1957-58 
McNamee J. A. (Metalwork)                                   1958-59 – 1958-59 
McPherson E. (Metalwork)                                       1958-59 – 1962-63 
McTeague ?. (Mathematics)                     ????-?? – 1962-63 
Naylor A (Caretaker)                             1953-54 – 1962-63 
Oldham R. (Metalwork and Auto-engineering)        1959-60 – 1962-63 
Parry L. C. (Physical Training)                     1954-55 – 1955-56 
Pegg G. (German)                                                  1954-55 – 1958-59 
Pennington L. W. J. (Technical Drawing)     1953-54 – 1953-54 
Pey T. (English)                                               1954-55 – 1958-59 
Potts A. E. (Religious Instruction)          1953-54 – ????-?? 
Rhodes P. F. W. (General Science and Biology)         1953-54 – 1962-63 
Riding G. (Engineering Theory and Practise)           1955-56 – 1956-57 
Riding W. (Drawing)                    1958-59 – 1962-63 
Robinson R. (Physical Education)                       1953-54 – 1962-63 
Sadler E. Mrs (Art)                               1962-63 – 1962-63 
Shaw E. O. (English)                                     1953-54 – 1962-63 
Small D. M. Mrs (German and Russian)            1962-63 – 1962-63 
Smith L. W. (Physics) later Acting Headmaster               1953-54 – 1962-63 
Sutcliffe J. (Mathematics)                              1958-59 – 1962-63 
Thorpe C. R. (Music)                               1953-54 – 1962-63 
Turner T. A. (English)                                     1958-59 – 1961-62 
Unsworth G. (English and History)                         1956-57 – 1958-59 
Walls A. W. (Engineering and Metalwork)         1956-57 – 1957-58 
Wallbank E. (Chemistry)                                   1961-62 – 1962-63 
Willington H. E. (Head of Workshops)           1953-54 – 1955-56 
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Appendix 2 

School Head Boys 1953-54 to 1962-63 

The name ‘School Captain’ was used during the first year of the school’s existence but this name was 
changed to ‘Head Boy’ the following year.   

The School Captain Alias Head Boy (H. D. Turner) was Head Boy in School Year 1953-54 and again 
in School Year 1955-56 and Head Boy (G. F. Wilkinson) was Head Boy in School Year 1954-55 
were again in School Year 1956-57.  Once the School reached its full complement of boys covering 
all years from Level 1 to the Upper 6th the Head Boy was chosen from the final year and no boy was 
Head Boy more than once. 

1953-54 School Year 
H. D. Turner (Known as School Captain in this initial year) 

1954-55 School Year 
G. F. Wilkinson 

1955-56 School Year 
H. D. Turner 

1956-57 School Year 
G. F. Wilkinson 

1957-58 School Year 
D. G. Mulligan 

1958-59 School Year 
J. A. Coote 

1959-60 School Year 
P. Hulme 

1960-61 School Year 
J. R. Richards 

1961-62 School Year 
C. M. Wilkinson 

1962-63 School Year 
I. Wilcock 
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Appendix 3 

School Houses 

Thomas Linacre School was initially divided into eight houses; 

Brunel House, Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806 - 1859) House Colour Brown 
English mechanical and civil engineer 

Dalton House, John Dalton (1766 - 1844) House Colour Dark Green 
English chemist, physicist and meteorologist  

Faraday House, Michael Faraday (1791 - 1867) House Colour Dark Blue 
English scientist who worked on electromagnetism 

Harvey House, William Harvey (1578 - 1657) House Colour Maroon 
English physician in anatomy and physiology 

Newton House, Isaac Newton (1643 - 1727) House Colour Light Blue 
English astronomer, physicist and mathematician  

Rutherford House, Ernest Rutherford (1871 - 1937) House Colour Red 
English physicist and father of nuclear physics 

Stephenson House, George Stephenson (1781 - 1848) House Colour Light Green 
English engineer and father of railways 

Wren House, Christopher Wren (1632 - 1723) House Colour Yellow 
English anatomist, astronomer, and physicist 

As would be expected in a technical school, all the houses were named after famous scientists or 
engineers.  

These eight school houses were reduced to four by amalgamation at the beginning of School Year 
1961-62. 

School Houses starting School Year 1961-62 were 

Arkwright House formed as an amalgamation of Stephenson and Dalton houses 
Richard Arkwright (1732-1792) English Inventor and entrepreneur   
House Colour Green 

Bridgewater House formed as an amalgamation of Brunel and Wren houses  
Francis Egerton 3rd Duke of Bridgewater (1736-1803) Founder of British inland navigation 
House Colour Yellow 

Crompton House formed as an amalgamation of Faraday and Newton houses 
Samuel Crompton (1753-1827) English inventor and pioneer of the spinning industry 
House Colour Blue 

Peel House formed as an amalgamation of Harvey and Rutherford houses 
Sir Robert Peel (1788-1850) Father of British policing 
House Colour Red 
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Appendix 4 

School Clubs and Societies 

A sign of a progressive school is the existence of extracurricular clubs and societies.  Because these 
generally operate outside school hours, it is only when there are a sufficient number of interested and 
engaged students and staff willing to give of their time, that such clubs and societies exist.  Thomas 
Linacre School was well endowed with extracurricular activities. 

From its very beginning Thomas Linacre School encouraged its students to form and participate in 
clubs and societies, and staff members to help support them.  In the absence of any definitive list of 
such clubs and societies the following table has been constructed from data provided in the school 
magazines and helpful comments by past students.  Unfortunately, not all clubs or societies provided 
an annual report to go in the School Magazine, so this list of names and dates should be viewed more 
as a guide than a gospel.  

The list below shows the name of the club or society and the known date of establishment and likely 
date of its closure.  Some clubs existed for only a year whereas others lasted for almost the entire 
time the school existed.  

Automobile Club                                    1961-62 – 1962-63 
Badminton Club                                              1958-59 – 1961-62 
Camping and Hiking Club          1955-56 – 1960-61 
Chess Club                                      1955-56 – 1962-63 
Cross Country Club                               1958-59 – 1962-63 
Engineering Club                                           1955-56 – 1955-56 
Fencing Club                                                       1953-54 – 1957-58 
Judo Club                                                 1954-55 – 1962-63 
Metalwork Club                            1956-57 – 1956-57 
Modelling Club                                     1956-57 – 1956-57 
Music Club                              1954-55 – 1956-57 
Radio Club                                                   1955-56 – 1960-61 
Record Club                                 1959-60 – 1959-60 
Sailing Club                          1955-56 – 1960-61 
Swimming Club                                 1954-55 – 1958-59 
Woodwork Club                                 1957-58 – 1962-63 

Astronomical Society                      1956-57 – 1961-62 
Debating Society                                  1954-55 – 1956-57 
Linacre Society                       1954-55 – 1956-57 
Photographic Society                       1958-59 – 1959-60 
Socratic Society                              1956-57 – 1962-63 

School Military Band                          1958-59 – 1960-61 
School Scout Group                               1954-55 – 1965-57 

Old Boys’ Association                              1958-59 – 1962-63 
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Appendix 5 

School Plays 

Great importance was attached the Annual School Play by the Headmaster who valued culture and 
the arts very highly even in a technical school.  The following plays all feature in the School 
Magazines but there are probably some that don’t. 

1953-54 School Year 
The Happiest Days of your Life by John Deighton 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 1st, 2nd and 3rd April 1954 
A topical and hilarious farce  

1954-55 School Year 
She Stoops to Conquer by Oliver Goldsmith 
9th,10th and 11th December 1954 
A comedy of sorts 

1955-56 School Year 
Androcles and the Lion by George Bernard Shaw 
15th, 16th and 17th December 1955 
The play exemplifies several themes on both modern and supposed early Christianity 

1956-57 School Year 
Busman’s Honeymoon by Dorothy L. Sayers and M. St Clare Byrne 
A 3-act detective comedy  

1957-58 School Year 
The Government Inspector by Nikolai V. Gogol  
11th, 12th and 13th December 1957 
A satirical play by Russian and Ukrainian dramatist and novelist written in 1836 

1958-59 School Year 
The Playboy of the Western World by J. M. Synge 
28th, 29th and 30th January 1959 

1959-60 School Year 
An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibson 
28th, 29th and 30th January 1960 

1960-61 School Year 
Operation Morning Departure by Kenneth Woollard 
9th, 10th and 11th March 1961 

No mention of a play appears in the School Magazine beyond that performed in 1960-61. 
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Appendix 6 

School Open Days 

The School’s first Open Day took place in the evening of the 1955 School Sports Day and the second 
took place in the evening of the School Sports Day in1956.  Coverage of later Open Days is 
somewhat patchy within the School Magazines but local newspapers make reference to later Open 
Days in May 1957, June 1958, June 1959, July 1960 and an Exhibition of Work in July 1961.  No 
mention has been found of an Open Day in 1962.  

1st Open Day, 2nd June 1955 
Opened by Mr. G. H. Sheldon, Managing Director, Walker Bros. Ltd. 
Exhibition of students work planned to coincide with a Parent Teacher’s Association meeting  

2nd Open Day, 20th June 1956 
Opened by Mr. D. M. McConnell, General Manager, De Havilland Propellers, Ltd. 
Well attended and by many people with no link to the school 

3rd Open Day 29th May 1957 
Opened by Mr. W. Somers, Mayor of Wigan. 
No mention in the School Magazine regarding visitor numbers. 

4th known Open Day, 11th June 1958 
Opened by Mr. O. C. Lace, local industrialist  
Presumably well attended but no mention of numbers in the School Magazine 

5th known Open Day, 30th June 1959 
No mention of an Open Day in the relevant School Magazine but it is mentioned in the Evening 
Chronicle where a dinghy made by the students would be on display. 

6th known Open Day, 6th July 1960 
No mention of an Open Day in the relevant School Magazine but a newspaper article in the 
Lancashire Post states the chassis of an Austin 7 will be displayed at Wednesday’s Open Day 
suggesting an Open Day was held in 1960. 

7th known Open Day, July 1961 
Exhibition of Work, where school pupils demonstrated their skills in the metalwork shop, was 
mentioned in a local newspaper.  

1962 
No mention of an Open Day in the relevant School Magazine 

1963 
No mention of an Open Day in the relevant School Magazine and as this was the last year of the 
school before it merged with the Grammar School an Open Day would be most unlikely. 
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Appendix 7 

School Sports Days 

1st Sports Day, 29th June 1954 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mrs. E. Maloney (Wife of Alderman E. Maloney) 
Overall House Champion – Harvey House 

2nd Sports Day, 2nd June 1955 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mrs. R. Edwards (Wife of Reese Edwards, Wigan Director of Education) 
Overall House Champion – Harvey House 

3rd Sports Day, 20th June 1956 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mrs. D. McConnell (Wife of D. McConnell, M.D. of De Havilland 
Propellers Ltd) 
Overall House Champion – Harvey House 

4th Sports Day, 29th May 1957 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mrs. W. Somers (Mayoress of Wigan)  
Overall House Champion – Harvey House 

5th Sports Day, 11th June 1958 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mr. W. S. Brace (Headmaster) 
Overall House Champion – Dalton House 

6th Sports Day, 5th June 1959 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Councillor S. Burgess (Mayor of Wigan) 
Overall House Champion – Faraday House 

7th Sports Day, 25th May 1960 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mr. H. E. Cragg (Leigh Sailing Club) 
Overall House Champion – Stephenson House 

8th Sports Day, May 1961 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Mr. A. R. Grenville (Vulcan Foundry) 
Overall House Champion – Brunel House 

9th Sports Day, May 1962 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Councillor T. Monks (Mayor) 
Overall House Champion – Bridgewater House* 

10th Sports Day, 24th May 1963 
Guest Trophy Presenter – Councillor J. Johnson J.P. (Mayor) 
Overall House Champion – Bridgewater House* 

*School Houses were reduced from eight to four in 1962 
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Appendix 8 

School Swimming Galas 

1953-54 School Year 
2nd July 1954  
Overall House Champion - Wren 

1954-55 School Year 
18th May 1955  
Overall House Champion - Harvey 

1955-56 School Year 
6th June 1956 
Overall House Champion - Harvey 

1956-57 School Year 
5th June 1957 
Overall House Champion - Harvey 

1957-58 School Year 
4th June 1958 
Overall House Champion - Newton 

1958-59 School Year 
3rd June 1959 
Overall House Champion - Harvey 

1959-60 School Year 
1st June 1960 
Overall House Champion - Newton 

1960-61 School Year 
31st May 1961 
Overall House Champion - Brunel 

1961-62 School Year 
May 1962 
Overall House Champion – Peel 

1962-63 School Year 
May 1963 
Overall House Champion – Peel  
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Appendix 9 

School Speech Nights 

1st Speech Night, 4th November 1954 
Guest Speaker – Prof. Alistar C. Hardy F.R.S., M.A., D.Sc.  
Linacre Professor of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, Oxford University 

2nd Speech Night, 26th November 1955  
Guest Speaker - Lieut. Col. R. L. Willott, D.S.O., O.B.E., T.D., B.Sc.,  
Chief Engineer of John Summers and Sons. 

3rd Speech Night, 31st October 1956 
Guest Speaker - Dr. Vivian Bowden, B.A., M.A., M.Sc., Ph.D.  
Dean of Faculty of Technology, Manchester University  

4th Speech Night, 31st October 1957 
Guest Speaker – Mr. John McDonald, M.A.  
Staff Director, North West Divisional Board of the National Coal Board 

5th Speech Night, 22nd October 1958 
Guest Speaker - Sir Leonard Owen, C.B.E., M.I.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M.I. Chem.E.  
Managing Director, Industrial Group, United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority 

6th Speech Night, 18th November 1959 
Guest Speaker – Dr. Clifford Whitworth, M.Sc., Ph.D.  
Principal Royal Technical College, Salford 

7th Speech Night, 26th October 1960 
Guest Speaker – Prof. J. H. Horlock, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.I.C.S., F.Inst. F.   
Harrison Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Liverpool University 

8th Speech Night, 1st November 1961 
Guest Speaker – Mr. L. S. Newton,  
Group Education Officer, Pilkington Bros. Ltd.  

9th and Last Speech Night, 27th March 1963 
Guest Speaker – Mr. W. S. Brace, B.Sc. M.A.  
Former Head of Thomas Linacre School and Present Head of Elgin Technical School, Gateshead. 
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Ron Hunt 

Ron lives in Wigan and attended Thomas Linacre School from 1957 to 1962 and has been an avid 
collector of all things Thomas Linacre School related since he left.  He holds a vast collection of 
papers, documents, photographs, books and magazines on both the school and the local community 
and has arranged a number of Old Boy Reunions. 
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Stephen Craig Smith 

Stephen was brought up in Wigan but attended Wigan Technical College to take his O’ and A’ Level 
examinations between 1961 and 1965 before going on to university.  He now lives in Australia where 
he was Head of a large university department prior to recent retirement.  He is still interested in all 
things related to Wigan and visits the town whenever he can. 

© Ron Hunt and Stephen Craig Smith 
September 2018 
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Thomas Linacre School on a very wet day 

Photograph probably taken by ‘Bert’ Sutcliffe, the Mathematics Teacher 

A seat of Learning and Enlightenment
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