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'QHI“OI’V stores up the bravest deeds and noblest thoughts
~of the heroes of yesterday as soul food for the youth
of to-day.”

% History is no mausoleum where dead men lie buried; it is
a pranary storing up for fufure pgenerations the choicest
~ spirits of past ages.”—N. D. Hillis.

“
'Aesley wrote in his famous Journal:—
; & L4 Apnl 18, 1788: Notice having been given at Wigan
‘preachinig a Sermon for the Sunday School, the
: flocl ed from all quarters in such a manner as
q seen before. [ preached with all possible
ﬁn‘ ‘Repent ye and believe the Gospel’ and it
into the hearts of the hearers. Surely
_,!Heaven is at hand’”’
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THANKS

Tl‘lE Compiler of this booklet is grateiul o

every one who has kindly helped bisn 1o
collect these gleanings.  Some acknowledgments
have been made in the text, others are due to the
manuscripts ol the Rev, Joha Poulton, who lived
in Wigan. These, with other valuable materials,
were generously entrusted ta the compiler’s care
by Mr, Samuel Melling, 1.1, who also helped in
many wavs,  The writer 1s also much indebted to
the Wigan  Reterence  Labrary, the ” Wigan
Observer,” and to others whom he is not at liberty
o name. To all these colleagues and collaborators
sincerest thanks.

The Sunday School Council, for which this
booklet is issued, desired that research should e
made upon the carlier history of the Schoal. The
Council also wished that a Record of the Da
School he added, and that the whole he sold at
the popular price of One Shilling. 1o these
circumstances, the writer has dealt bug briclly
with the modern history of the Sunday Schooi.
which, however, is carefunlly preserved in the
school records and will in¢rease in interest and
value as the vears progress.

C. DEANE AL EEN
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JESUS AND THE CHILDREN.

frean the Suune by Greornge Tewiworith, i Whinwonih Park,

[ Ry kil permission of the Whitweortl ‘I'rustess. Mancheser.)

Sutter the fittic children to come unto MHe.




Ye Olde Sunday School

1.—“HOW THE GOOD NEWS CAME TO WIGAN.”
The Religious Background.
Who is the fArst known Wigan Methodist?

About the year 1753 some youths were standing in the Old
Market Place, and overheard a man at prayer. One of the lads
was arrested by his votce, which came from behind the closed
door of a cobbler's shop. Very anxious 1o see this unknown man
of praver, young Wilhim Langshiw begged his {ather to give
him some old shoes needing repairs so that he might mceet the
shoe-maker who had apparently newly come to Wigan.

After discussing the shoe repairs, Langshaw broached the
matter of the morming prayver. ‘The cobbler, in some surprise,
acknowledged that he had heen praying. Langshaw then asked
might he come next morning to their family prayers, and consent
was gladly given. After the prayer Langshaw asked whether he
could buy it. The shoemaker explained that the praver was in
his vwo words —from his heart, not from @ hook. Langshaw then
asked where he also could learn to pray, and was told that he
must go 1o the Methodists in Liverpool or Muanchester.

LIKE DAVID AND  JONATHAN.

The following Saturday he set off for Liverpool that he might
attend the carly morning service in Pitt-streer. Ile remained for
the afternoon service, and returned very satisfied to Wigan. Saoon
afterwards he metr a Jike-minded iriend in George Escrick, the
pioncer Methodist of Bolton, awd they became hke David and
Jonathin.  Doth men were remarkable walkers, remarkable ilso
in zeal and generosity.

The morning service in Birchin-lane, the first chapel in
Manchester, began at 9 am., before Church hours.  William
Langshaw therefore made it his practice to leave Wigan at 4 wm..
to meer George serick near Bolton, and they walked on in their
clogs towards Manchester. Arriving at Pendleton they hid their
clogs in a plantation, put on the shoes which they had carried, and
walked into the city like gentlemen from the country.

They remained for the Class Meeting which followed the
morning \Worship and then for the aftermoon Service.  And
walking homewards did not their hearts burn within them while
they discussed their hope ior a Methodist preaching house in
Bolton T'hat bope and prayer was realised in Acresfield in 1735,
and ¢ Class Meeting was begun a few years later in Wigan.

How did John Wesley first reach the Wigan District?

In his famous “ Journal,” John Wesley thus records his own
first cotry under date May 9th, 1759, 1 rode to Downall Green,
near Wigan, a town wicked to a proverb . . . but in a short
time the woard of God prevailed, and all their fierceness melted
away.” Wesley passed on the same day to Bolton, but made a
return visit to Downall Green in 1761, The seed took root. The
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Dovwnall family became Alethadists, and services were continued
in & room of Aliss Downall’s until her death abouer 1840
Methodism still thrives in Downall Green, and Councillor R. Lewis,
Mayor of Wigan 1931, ix the present hsmorary minister af the
independent Methodist Church in that vicinity.

Saome five vears later John Wesley, “ the evangelical Centaur,”
first rode into Wigan in 1764 from Bolton. Fe followed the
roadway ol that day from Ince to Schales, then glancing at the
Windmill he descended to the bank of the Douglas and crossed
by o very narrow bridge near an ancient watermill. He caughi
sight of the old Grammar School, then passiung up Millgate he
saw the old gaol built in the reign of Henry VL0 and also the
coal-pit on the site where the present Vechnical College now
stands,  Arriving it the Toll-house at the top of Millgate there
was then no thoroughfare direct to Standishgate. Wesley there
tore, like all other travellers, turned to the left and passed down
the Wiend (or Wynd, as it is spelled to-day in Scotland) a narrow.
wwinding passage which was for centuries an artery lined by small
irut bhusy shops and important offices.

Wesley. then 63 vears of age, had already become a great
national bgure.  Mr. Augustine Birrell’s estimate of him s
generally recognised as just—" No man ever lived ncarer the
centre than John Weslex . You camnot cut him out of our
stational life. No single figure influenced so many minds, no single
voice touched so many hearts.  No other man did such a hife
work for England.”

Weslev's own record of his entry into Wigan he thus gives:
“ July 13th, 1764. At ten | began to preach at Wigan proverbially
janmons for its wickedness. As 1 preached abroad (in the open-air)
we expected some disturbance.  Bul there was none at all. A few
were wild at first, but tn a little while grew quiet and attentive.
I «lid neot find so civil a congregation the first time 1 visited
Rolton.”

It would be interesting to know the names of the early
Christians from Rome who met St. Paul at the Three Taverns;
and it would be no less interesting to us to know who welcomed
John Wesley when he first visited Wigan in 1764, Amongst the
faithinl few were doubtless William Langshaw and his friend the
cobbler, and John leyvland, the lirst class-leader.

There were doubtless also faithful women such as lietly
Lrown, of Cinnamon Row, Standishgate. She died suddenly in
1781, Wesley hurried to Wigan from \Warrington to pioesn
her Tuneral sermon and in his Journal quoles a fine tribute made
Ly “brother Leviand ™ to her devotion. ’

T NSoon after \-.\"es]c_\"s visit the early Methodists l}irc(l an L pl"«f‘;

Room. On his second visit he preached in disused thezl(lllt
which still exists.  In his famous journal, Wesley wrote on ":
April, 17638, “ About eleven | preached at Wigan m a place 'l""
the middle of the town, which, T suppose, was formerly a p ‘.'-‘"
house. [t was very full and very warm, most of the CO!"g"e_gf'l",L
were wild as wild could he; vet none made the least dlst.}.“.!’.'“'l‘h.:
Afterwards, as | walked down the street, they stared suthcienti)
Bt nenie said an uncivil ward.”

)




This place “near the middle of the town” which Wesley
suppused “ was formerly a play-house,” can still be seen. Passing
up the Wiend you will seen this historic building shorn of its
furnishings, like Samson of his locks, and it is now an iron ware-
house for Messrs. Park & Co.

THE ANCIENT  FIRE-PLACE

CH great interest 1s a4 room immediately above the pit of the
Mavhouse, for this is the eradle of Wigan Methodism. This
room rented by the Methodists is about 13 vards by 10 vards, and
was cheered by an ancient fire-place, which, with its original fire-
bars. is still in existence. Whal rapturous songs were sung around
that fire! What stories told of deliverance and triumiph! What
curious old-world figures, the brethren tn their ™ small clothes”
and 1he sisters in their poke bonnets! To the early Methodists
" trousers ¥ were a badge of “ worldliness ” and bobbed hair could
only  mean perdition!  And what * experiences " they related!
surely they regaled themselves with stories of the dawn of
Methodism in Downall Green, in Aspull, and in Lamberhead
Green. They arranged lodging for man and beast when the
travelling preacher would come in the following month {rom
Liverpool. ‘They wondered when Wesley himself wauld come
again, and would he help them to beg for money to build «
preaching house? A dream which materialised in a most romantic

way.
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The year 1774 marked an epoch in the history of Wigan
Methodism. To January, Samuel Bradburn. of Wrexham. a voung
local preacher of twenty-two vears,
wis invited by friends to visit Liver-
ponsl John Morgan, one oi  the
Liverpoal travelling preachers, was
Lune and so Bradburn, at his request,
ireguently visited  Wigan  and
preached i the upper room above
the ald Plavhouse at the Wiend.

samuel Bradburn gradually  be-
came amous and Tor forty vears
waz cualled *“ the Methadist Demos:
thenes.™  Te was the first in order
af time of the three great c¢lerical
ovators  of  Methodism, DBradburn.
Newton, and ["unshon,  Is it
wonder that this upper room soon
becieme  over-crowded  and  ont- ] =3
grown?  Langshaw then proposed e NHALRGES
the building of a4 Chapel and secured
immediate assent,

Langshaw  gencerously  gave Oty pounds, Mr.
Doncaster. the Methodist proprictor of onc of the two Wigan
banking firms, also gave Gty pounds, and the remaining membees
promised fifty pounds between them.

This sum being quite inadequate, Jangshaw offcred, if Brad-
burn would accompany him, to go to Manchester, and even to
London, 1o collect the necessary funds.  Permission to build the
chapel—providing they could pay for it—was secured from Mr
Wesley, and he also wrote a letter commending this good cause
to the people called Methodists. The travellers alsa obtained a
letier of commandation from the 1wo circuit ministers at Liver-
pool i and appreciating his need, friends in Wigan provided the
voung preacher with a new suit.  Langshaw carried this suit in
his saddlebags, and savs that once or twice when DBradburn was
discouraged and talked about turning back he reminded him that
il he did the Wigan people would not allow him to retain the suit!

Victure then an ¢mbrvo Circoit Steward setfing out with an
embyro orator 1o callect money jor thie hei Methodizst Chapel
in Wigan which was as yet not even in embryo! Bradburn was
very youthiul in appearance, but dressed as a Travelling Preacher
in blue coat. knee breeches, buckled shoes, and a three-cornere

hat.

Thomi:es

Pradburn’s Manuscript Diary, prescrved by the Conterence
Othee. London, deseribes this epic trip:

“1774, We left. Wigan on the sixth of June. We wont
through  Manchester, Sheffield,  Rotherham, ~ Critch, Derby,
Nottingham, and Teughborough. At each of which places
preached, explained the affair, and made a collection. : ted

“We arrived in London the 22nd June . 1 was dc.h?"'d in
with the friendly, noble, spirit wherever we went. We St-l,“_e[em
London ten weeks, ahout three of which 1 was confined by a vi¢
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fever; my life was despaired of, but my work was not done.

Our business being finished Mr. Langshaw and [ left London
first of September, and returned to Wigan through Wycombe,
Oxford. Worcester, Birmingham, Wednesbury, and Newcastle-
under-Lyne, At Birmingham we met with Mr. T, Olivers, who
showed us every mark of brotherly love, as became a man of Cod.
Fle made an excellent speech aifter preaching, and obtained a good
collection for our chapel.”

Samuel Bradburm was of humble aorigin; his mother took
him away irom school when the school fees were raised from
one penny per week to three-halfpence! During this trip to
London Dradburn, who was as yet a local preacher, was received
inte the Ministry,  Bradbuen, diligently self-educated, was greatly
gifted. e soon hecame Superintendent of the Bolton Circuit,
Chairman of the Liverpool District, and rapidly rose to the highest
position in Methodism.  [n 1799 he was raised to Weslex’s Chair
as President of the conierence.  So great was his aid in Tounding
the Wigan Chapel that a1 lirst it was popularly known as
* Bradburn's Chapel.”

'he Conference of luly, 1774, appointed” Bradburm 1o the
Fiverpool Circuit and thus he was enabled to continge his work
i Wigan, then in the Liverpool Circuit. Land was conveyed an
tuly 2ud. 1774, to Thomas Doncaster, goldsmith, and Willtam
Langshaw, gentleman, from Rev. FEdward Smalley. Rector of
Wigan and of Standish, and John Anderton, maltsiee This Jand
was “part or parcel of the Chequers Croft ™ and adjoined the
Parish Chureh yvacd.  1c measured 35 vards by 40 vards and was
approached by o passage called the © Duck-i-th’-Vine Yard ™
un Wallgate (now the passage between the Clarence Haotel aud
the Princes Cinema)d. The land cast £70 and it contained no
buildings, The original Deed and aff suceceding legal documents,
martgages, ete., have heen preserved and have been closely studicd
through the Kindness of their present holders, the Estate Olhee
of the .M. and 8. Railway, Manchester. “T'he Town Clerk und
the Borough Tagineer of Wigan have very kindly belped us by
the use of old waps o ascertain the precise position of this [rst
chapel. 1t stood in large part on the site where the Y.M.CA.
now stands and had a gallery around three sides. ‘I'he original
Deeds contain a plan of the imterior and of surrounding buildings
at various dates. I'he drawing here shown is reconstructed from
plans and measurements given on the Deeds, and for these the
author is chielly indebted to Mr. Irost oi the IL.M.S, Estate Oftice.
A wealth of other interesting detail is available, but cannot here
he indicated as this booklet is limited ta the Sunday Schoel which
was housed in this original building and in its two-storey vestry.

Weslev visited Wigan on July 25th, 1775, and wrote in his
immortal Diary, * About noon | preached in the shell of the house
at Wigan. [n the middle of the sermon came an impetuous storm
of thunder. lightning and rain which added much ta the solenmity
of the oceasion.” ‘Pradition says that Weslev told the men to
put on their hats and that the storm was caused by “ the Pripcc
o the air ™ who was wrathful at the introduction of Methodism
10 Wigan, but Wesley’s opponents claimed that the storm was

0




cvidence of Divine displeasure! Wesley speaks of the “shell ” of
the buildings for the roof had not vet been put on, the building had
been delayed through inability to pay the workmen and was not

Wy

CHAPEL and SCHOOLROOMS, 1775 Ruck-i-th"-Vine Yard, Wallgate.

ready for use until the following year. Wesley re-visited Wigan
on April 13th, 1776. “ About noon | preached in the new house
at Wigan to a very quiet and very dull congregation.” S
Bradbura had leie Wigan after the Conference o 1773, and
apparently a slump had ensued. A revival soon arose and onc
gladly inserts a tribule to the Methodism of 1781, written by
W. B. Shaw in his * Presbyterianism in Wigan”: * Meanwhile
the Methodists who settled in Wigan in 1776 had built a chapel
in Wallgate and steadily secured an important place in the hearts
of the people. There can be no minimising the important influence
which the fervour and zeal of their evangelical teaching had upon
the life of the town, for though Preshyterianism may have been
the hrst non-conforming body established in the town, it could
not well be called an cvangelical Church. For many years the
evangelical aspect of Christian truth was represented by the
followers of Wesley alone, and the value of the pioneer work they
accomplished during these dark days cannot be overestimated.
Their devotion and spirit have 1aid other denominations under a
great debt, for the comparative ease with which the roots of
denominationalism have struck into the soil they so well prepared.”

II.—THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BACKGROUND.
Wigan from 1775 to 1800.

When our Sunday School was founded one hundred and HitY
years ago in 1783, the “ancient and loval Borough” was very

0



different from what itis to-day. 11 is difficult 1o reatise how scancy
was then the population in Lancashire. Liverpool in 1773 had but
34,407 people, Manchester and Salford 27,246, Cromwell had
deseribed Wigan as “a great and poor town *; its obvious poverty
was due to repeated military plunderings,  1ts papulation was wel
wnder 10000, vet this was *great” in contrest with Boltm an:
Little Bolton, swhich had only 5339 inhabitants in 1773, and Burs
which in 1772 had only 2.090. :

The oldest maps ~how that the town consisted chictly of a
ribbon street stretehing from Wigan Lane to the present Newtown,
Phere were several short side streets and many alley s, courts, fokls,
rows, and vards, 1o say nothing of passages and entries! The lide
of the town, especially on Friday, the market day, centred aroundd
the ©Oli Marker Plice, with itz old Town 11all (vebuile in 1720),
the Moot Hall and Treasury). which stood iar oat, blocking (he
thoroughiare of Wallgate, amd nearly opposite to this the new
Cloth Flall which preceded the Commercial Hall of 1816 and the
present Atarker Flall of 1877,

The town had two additional sections, one a sclect communiz
called Tlallgate, sheltering around the Manar House and Vicarage,
and the other Scholes, o straggling quarter connected with the
town by Miligate.  Hallgiae, like Scholes, had s annual horse
races and appomted for the day o * Master of Mischiel,"” whe wias
known as the Mavor of lhadlgiae. The town was ill-paved,
wnlrained, and unlit,. Chere was o pump i Wallgate and several
alher punips and wells, and @ rdnnentary svstem of water-sapply
by wooden pipes Trom Whitley Springs.

Fhiere was no gas unal 1823, wo clectnie hght, no peirol tumes,
no hort skirts, and no permed hair! - The town possessed an
ancient OGriommar School, a Blae Coar School (founded in 1773).
and some small private and Dame schools, There was alzo the
okl gaol, the Bradshaigh Ahus Houses, and 7 a0 good sowd conveniene
Work House” ' “I'he chief occupation was mining, in which pit
women shaced all the honours both underground and overgroun.i
il ol the visks.  Farming, spinning and weaving were also stapic
cployments. There were then no tall chimmeys, no clashing
machinery, no mass production, but with slow wend patieot strokes
the weaver drove s shutde. This hand loom-weaving wias a
cottage industey, emploving men, women, and children, and was
ustaly dlonge in cellars ander the coltages.  Several of these okd
dwellings are still 10 be seen in parts of oid Wigan with loag
fiights of steps leading to the living rooms. In 1772 & waveller,
Nathanael Spencer, speaks of the towo as making  woollen
blankets, checks, rugs, and coverlets | fustan and  calicoes were
alsn made. : .

In 1769 James Watts invented the condensing steam eagine.
and in the oext twenty vears a group of briliant inventions by
Hargreaves, Arkwright, Crompton and Cavtwright capidly tured
the cottan trade from a handicraft into & maching industry.  Small
cotton mills appeared, ane in Bolon in 1780, folfowed by the
Princess mill in Wigan. ‘This was aptly called * the Okl Hale,
one of the * dark satanic mitts” which made small appeal to cither
the poet Blake or the artistic Roskin!  Tarly mills gradually
appearved in Aspull, Tonce, Flindley, ete, and power looms soon
followed,  “T'he wav for this rapid development of the cotton
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mdusiry had heen prepared by the opening of the Liverpool o
Wigan section of the Leeds and Liverpoal caual in 1774 The
vapid growth of the canal system also led to an inereased export
of coal: thiz in its turn led w an expansion of the ancient iren
tourdries and forges on the banks of the Donglas. “T'he town had
sdsa manoiactures of steel weighing machings, stee) crossbows and
fowhng picces, clocks, hraziery, pewtery pottery and impoctant
bell Tounding.

The raid= in Lancashire at this time were exceerable and the
iy of the stage coach in Lancashire had only just dawned. We
raad of ruts Tour feet deep and filled with slush on the road from
I'restomn (o Wigan,  No stage coach had yvet appeared in Wigan.
Ladies used sedan chairs or rode in pillion Tashion, and in the
absence of wheeled wradtic the pack-harse carried heoth the furmiuee
and bades of clothing, There is some advantage, however, even in
anexeerable road. Wesley had been very il beiore coming to
Wigan to open the Chapel in 1775, ind wrote on that Opening <l
1 found one relic of v allness—ny hand shook =0 that 1 could
havdly awrite iy name. But after T had been well clectrified by
Jdriving rour or Aive hours over the yvery ruggred, bhroken pavement .
my complaint was removed anéd ey hand was as steady as when
I was 10 vears old.”

It was not until April, 1774, that a1 stage couch began to ran
between Liverpool, Warrington and Manchester, and that ran oniy
twice a week,  In the same vear coaches hegan 1o run between
Liverpool and ’reston and were known as © machines on wheels 7!

THE FOUNDATION OF OUR WIGAN SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Our survey of Jile in Wigan towards the close of  the
Fighteenth Century shows that the town was not a sleepy place
but wis alive with interest and variety.  Few. hawever, were free
1o enjoy this wider life. The inhabitants
were mostly poar, ignorant and unprivi-
leged and muny  were sunk in squalor,
discase, and vice. The streets and “ rabbin
burrows ™ teemed with children, coarsely
claud, unkempt, wild, scabby, and unclean.
The pitiful spectacle of such neglected
children had alreiady started a movement
in the reign of Queen Anne, known as
*The Charity  School™ 10 teach  poor
children hoth how to read and the clements
of religion.  This was seon followed by
the Sunday School Movement which was
philimthropic as well as religious.  “The
earliest Sunday  School sought to save
children from vagrancy and crime and to
teach them reading and writing, and the
Bible was ready to hand as a spelling
and story book.  No attempt uneed here be made to enumerat®
the carliest Sunday  Schaols, hut one may  mention -thuse
of the Rev. foseph Alicine, at Bath, 166068, and Bishop Wikson

ROBERT RAIKES.
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in che lsle of Man, 1703, Fhe irst M ethodist Sunday School began
in Fligh Wycombe in 1769, and still exists, In Lancashire the lirst
Sunday School was opened by Jemmy Heves (Jemmy o'-th’-Heves)

in 1775 in Little T.ever. Robert Raikes Dbegan his work at
Gleacester in 1780, Tt will thus be seen that the Sunday Schaol
movemcent was not originated, as is commonly imagrined, by Raikes.
Tie - however, rightly cilled * e Apostie of Sunday Schaols.”
Raikes had vision and an wnderstanding sympathy, he organised a
successiul Sunday School in 1780, then in 1783 began as an Editor
1o give pubticity wo his adeals and experiments which he very aptis

deseribed  as " botamsing in human nature.”  Wesley  warmly
pprewved and hroadeasted his approval: o did the genial Bishop

Pastea of Chester, whose Diocese then included Wigan., T'he
hour had swruck for the Sunday School movement, and the Leader
lid  arisen. Rakes was called o Coust in 1787 by Queen

Charlotte amd received Royal approbation, and in 1788 the Court
Ladies began to teach the children of the poer in Sabbath Schoals,
Before the 1ime of Raikes, Sunday Schools were rare and isolated
phenomeni: he left them o great National institution,

En 1782 the Methodises in Chester and Rochdale began Sunday
School work wond thase schools are apparcnily the oldest in
Micthodism after High Wyecombe

TWO OLL SUNDAY SCHOOLS,

In 1783 there came to Samuel Baldwin, a pewter worker, a
constraint ta found a Sunday School.  Flow had he heavd of such
schaols? e wis then only twenty-1wo years of age, but was
gifted with compassion, Taith, aod midative, and apon him Jaal
fallen the muntle of Samuel Bradburn.  FHle saw the condittons and
need~ of child-life in Wigan and had probably heard ifrom the
Round preachers (as the Circuit preachers were then called) and
other travellers of the gond work in Gloucester and perhaps in
Chester or Roclxdaly,  Fle doubtless alsa conderred with John
Leviand, hix elass leader, with William Langshaw, and with [ohn
Baxendale, o chapman (that is, a travelling cheapman) and linen
draper. whom Wesley had invited to become an ltnerant; and
Guallv the school was launched. A similar school was began the
following vear in Leigh, but died through persecution.  Many
other carly Sunday Schools also died for various reasons, espectally
the difficulty of paying the weachers their small weekly allowance
of zhout one shilling cach. Tt is a remarkable fact that the scha il
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established by Ratkes in Gloucester died out, but the Methodist
school in Wigan, where teachers were not paid. abode in strength.
Four years after Raikes had founded his school, Wesley wrote
| find these Sunday Schoal springing up wherever T go; perhaps
God may have a deeper purpose therein than we are aware of,
\Who knows but some of these schools may become nurseries for
Christians? "

When our school was founded there was na Sundav School
i any city in England except Gloucester, and very few in any
other plice. “I'he example of Wigan was quickly followed by the
Recorder of Liverpool. Fhat worthy man, Ralph Peters. Lsq.,
lived at Platt Bridge all, and founded a Sunday School in Hindley
in 1784, St. Paul’s Chapel, Wigan (then in the Countess of
Huntingdon’s Connexion), followed suit in 1783, Methaodism also
leek the van n 1784 by opening the fArst Sunday School in
AManchester, and also the far-famed Stockpory Sunday  School.
The Bofion Circuit, which meluded Wigan, was separated irom
Liverpool m 1784, and a great Methodist Sunday School was
cstablisbed in Ridgeways, Doltan, in 1785, This school was the
mother of all Bolton Sunday Schools, and probably our Wigan
school was ther grandmother.

The work of the Sunday School had a warming and refining
intluence upon the people ax Wesley Tound on his visit of 1785:
“An the evening I preached ae Wigan, | never betore saw this
preaching housce full; but it was more than full to-night and with
deeply attentive hearers.”  The first mention of our Sunday School
in print s given when Wesley wrote in his Journal on Fridav,
April Zth, 1786, “ [ made a fiyving visit as swiftly as { could throngh
Manchester, Hoigan and Bolton te preach Sunday School scryons.””
In the next vear he wrote to Rd. Rodda commending Sunday
Schools as * one great means of reviving religion throughout the
Kingdom.” Wesley returned to Wigan and wrote on April 18th,
1788, = Notice having been given of wmv preaciing a serwmon for the
Swunday School the people flocked from all quarters in such a manner
as never was seen before” Wigan has a great distinction in that
Wesley fzcice went there to preach Sunday School sermons,  The
great evangelist passed on to Bolton and two days later wrote
regarding Sunday Schools: 1 think these schools are onc ol the
noblest specimens of charity which have been sct on foot n
Iingland since the time of William the Conqueror.” FEven in § 783
Sunday School Anniversaries moved the whole community and
broughe out folk from hills and dales,  Fiddles led the singing.
and gradually futes, ‘cellos, horns, trumpets, and choruses were
introduced.  Sometimes the music overcame the preacher.  Onee
when Bradburn was in Bolton the Choir sang a great Chorus,
** the horse and his rider He hath cast into the sea.” The refram
recurred time and time again, ‘ the horse’ . . . ‘ the horse ' . . . the
hovse ' until finally Bradburn roared out * We have had enough ol
that horse, put him into the stable!”

Wesley paid his last visit to Wigan on April 9th, 1790, at 1.'"3
age of 87, and within a vear of his translation. The old hostibty
to Methodism had Iong since died and his annual visits In SI,)“"‘Z
were now in the nature of triumphal processions, some cven (.;}rct
to call the event “ the Wesley Fair ”! One can picture his radian
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Tace amdd active hgure passing through the Old Market Place in
gown and bhands with his long silvery hair waving in the breeze,
Uhis is his final bepediction : = We went to Wigan, for many vears
proverbially called wicked Wigan, But it was not what it was.
Phe inhabitants in general have taken & softer mould.  T'he house
i the evening was more than filled : and all that coukl get in
seemed o be greatly afiected, while | strongly apphied the Lord’-
words * ) will, be thou clean ”.”

One yvouth amongse the audience wis deeply impressed sl
we know o tull the story of his lite. Hhis name was Willin
Atherton, he eatered the Minestry from Lamberhead Green
E707 He T opened ™ a clock in the okd Chapel in 1813 qind that o)
clock, =011 inscribed awith his name, was transierred o Standisi-
gate and is <till bravely ticking out the time —120 vears. nov oul.,
William Atherton was Weslev's successor as President of  the
Conference in 1846, and in the previons vear had the jov of
opening Standishgate Chapel Tor public worship,  Fle passed 1o his
reward i 1830, and ‘The * Atherton ™ Weslevan School in Tamber-
head Green, buitlt in 1830, was pamied in memory of that valian
=ott of Weslev and of Wigan Methodism,

Wesley died on Marel 2nd. 1791, Te was geacrably Teared that
upon s death  the  disruption  of  Methodisin  would  ensuc.
Disruption in many  societies was avatded by compromise bm
came o Wigin.  Richard Condy, a grand man sent by the Ciom-
ference of 1704 found the Chapel elased against him,  He forced
adnission, but soon lost the premises, aned from 1794 il 1808 there
wis i see-saw of occopation  and  abandonment, Wigan  had
hecomie a Circuit in 1793, bat lost this stagus sin vears later and
wias then imcorporated in turns by the 'reston, Bolion and Feigh
Circuits. Yet duving all thexe distressful vears the Sunday School
sl carried on. There 15 no indication that the Sunday School
cver closed down cven though the Y loyal ™ Wigan menthers
dropped to nine in number and bad perforce to worship in o rented
rem .

The Rev, Limes Wood, Chairman of the Liverpool District
and wice President of the Conderence, visited Wigan in 1802
conduct the Sunday School Anniversary. Wigan was then in the
I'reston Circuit and withouwr a resident Minister, and hid aniy
Service on alternate Sundavs. AMr. Woad was so pleased with the
miproved  prospects a0 Wagan hat _hc :u-:ku:l A voung man in
Liverpool 1o go as a supply to Wigan.  To this young man,
Willizuny MceRirick, we owe moach,  Tn an aopublished MRS, iw
sava: " In February, 1803, 1 took the Canal 1*acket _fl’nm [..i\;k‘l']""'l
G Wigan, .. | went to Mr. Healey’s, Church Croit. On Sunday
he taok me to Lamberbead Green to preach,  AMost of the peopse
were hand-loom weavers and miners, amnl very poor. But they
had long been without preaching and did not expect it to-day,
However, the bell was tolled for 20 minutes. bur the people bad
not prepared their Sanday clothes. Yet they came 1o hear,
such @ motley conrgegation T never saw before,  Many a woman
had a shaw! wrapped round her head and a child on her _!m.s'.um:
and the men were nondeseript in appearance. I'Iu\\:c\'cf. § felr my
whole soul drawn to them. At the close of the service a man canie
to the pulpit stairs and said, " God has zent you here, Sir.
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[ replied, = Yes, or [ had never come.” = [ preached at Wigan at
SIN ¢'clock o i good chapel.”

This writer goes on o tell of Willlam Langshaw and how he
knew him and his wife and danghter after Langshaw had retiver
to hive in Sharples, near Bolton,  MceKitrick served in the Alinistry
from 1803 Tor 533 years. He, like St Luke, loved to trace the
course of all things accurately from the fivst.  He handed w Mo,
Jaseph Meek all the informition he had collected from Langshaw
and the other carly Methodists, and to him we oawe vur thanks.

Who were the first Teachers in our Wigan School?

In additton wo the men already mentioned, probably some of
the fiest Trustees were teachers: for examply, William and James
Barrow, havnakers, of Wallgate, TThomas Fearnley, of Asbton an:l
Ince, o " veoman,” whao hecame o Kound preachier in 790, wnd
Thomas Kennerdell, watchmaker. i the carly days it was usuad
lor the teichers to come from o distance, and w6 other carty
workers way be Tound amungst the Trustees of (he Lauberhead
Green Chapel. buile in 1790—Thomas and Jawmes Vtheeton, Thom:s
Sharrock, Robere Daglish (father of the well-known engineer),
Joha Almond, Peter and John Barlow, John Tayvlor, Thomas
Hlitchen and Thomas Knowles—-men whose descendents are siill
hiving around * the Green !

The Sundayv School was held in the Chapel and its gableries
and 1= loewer and upper veswries which both opened into the
Chapel.  Other carly  eachers mav be faund mengst the new
Wigan Trustees who were appomted in 1R03.  Samuel Baldwin,
our founder, was one of these,  His Tellow-tetstees may also have
helped i the Sundayv School from ts Teundation, Their names
are: Jimes Critchley, hookkeeper: Galimiel Shaw, chapman: fohn
Cartwreight cotton manntactorer: Richard Barrow, hatmaker: John
IHeatey, of Churcherolt, engineer: 'eter Howarth, manutactures:
Joseph Willgoo=e, gunsmith: John Knowles, Oreell, check manu-
tcturer.  Wives wnd  davghiers also gave willing help. like
Mistress Jlannsh Ball, who Tounded the Thigh Waocmube Schaal,
and Nophia Conk, whe boldly marched with  Raikes and  his
vieramuffin army oon (heir first parade 1o the Parish Chuech in
Glotcester,  She afterwards became the second wile of Samuael
Iradbuar,

In seeking 1o recreate our Sunday School of 1783, one needs
to study the sty historical sketehes of all other Sunday Schonls
opened between 1780 and 1800, Many of the founders of the carly
schools in Lancashire are known to have corresponded with Raikes
ad  ohvionsly awed  much e his advocacy,  example,  and
inspiration. Y

Conditions in our carly  Sunday School were tlcllghtl_ully'
primitive.  The spirit of Raikes prevailed: Al tha t required
were clean faces, clean hinds, and hair combed. 11 you have not a
clean shirt, come in what vou have on”  [n the first months
the school was doubtless often uproarious ; quasrels arose, .“"‘I,
pupils were (requently  admonished  to refrain [TONL SWEATINE
Manners they had none, and their habits were heastly. L““f-'
svages and voung hooligans were sometimes expelled, and at a
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later date one of our teachers was marked ofl the roll as cither
Sk : o oA L
tired " oe Cred 7! These andisciplined scholars attended no day
schoot and hence the work and heurs of the carly Sunday School
resembled thoxe of a day schaoal, generally Trone 9 ao, Gl 12 and
tram 2 0l 5 pan, including the time spent in Church Services.
In sununer the scholars’ Teet were clad with dust and sunshinge;
m winter they wore clogs. The bovs had neither collirs nor ties,
but sy scarves, and the girls were delighted to wear a penny
chaan of Teds, In those days paper was dear and the alphabey
clas=es were tiught thewr letters by the use ol a sand trav. Qwlls
were provided Toar dhe writing ¢classes on Friday and Saturday
night=. and ink was often made from blacking.  Litede reward-
were given al hooks, combs, and ~hoes, and our teachers were
~omictiimers awarded fa token of vespect T—generally o hymmbook
or S an obd Bible”
The oldest printed aotice which we possess relating 1o the
School is i Hymn Sheet 15t x S-in. printed thus:—
FIVAMNS
' e sung in the
Methadist Chapel
Wigan
On Sunday, May 24th, 1812
v choldren insoructed in thar Sanday School,
when Sermons will be preached
v The Rev, Samue! Tavlar
{ironm Bolton)
\nd Collections made for the Support of that excellent Tnstitaeion.
Service to begin at T'wo o’Clock i the Alwernoon,
and at Six in the Fvening,

Thiz hymn sheet contamed four hvimns aod the first eme bhegan
very suitably,
“Again the Kind revolving year
Flas hrought ehis happy day.”

The thivd verse of the thivd hymn was sung as an appeal from the
children to the congregation for a gaad collection!
* Friends v the poor, 1 You
AWe look with weeping eves,
In hope compassion vou will shew
And help our miscries.
What vou on us hestow,
The Lord m meres bless,
That we may His salvation know,
And endless life possess.”
The congregation sang in reply:
* Children!t vour artless prayer
Affects the feching mind;
And while we drop for yvou o tear,
o you we will he kind.”
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And then the children sang in grateful anticipation :

“We sce the falling tear,
We hear the cheering word;
And may that Gad who answers prayer
Your charity record.”

The fourth hymn closed with a noble Chorus of praver: e

“ Lord, lec this glorious work
Be crown’d with large success;
AMay thousands yet unborn
Thes Institution bless ;
Then shall Thy praise be sounded high,
Throughout a vast eternity.”

I"his hymn sheee had a large notice beacath the hvmns:

* Donations from Friends, who cinnot attend the Sermons,
will be thankfully reccived by Mr. Thomas Fiardman, Mr.
Leigh Levland, or Mr. Thomas Walls, the Committee, or hy
Ar. R Daglish, the Treasurer.”

When this Suwdiay School  Anniversary (1812)  was  held
Wigan was in the Leigh Circuit and had heen since 1806, The
vear 1812 marks an interesting point in the history of Wigan
Methodism for in that vear Wigan seoavited from Leigh and has
remained a separate Circuit ever since.  I'he Superintendent of
the Leigh Circuit in 1811 was Lawrence Kershaw and when Wigan
at Coniference in 1812 recovered its status he was appointed to
Wigan. lle therefore removed 1o Wigan and an unpubtished
manuscript in the Leigh library states that the Manse lTurnitue
was also transferred to Wigan and that thiz caused much vexation
and embarrassment to the poor Methodists in Leigh.

The names on the Sunday School Aaniversary bill of 1812 are
(ull ol interest. Thomas Flardman was presumably the Super
intendent of the Sunday School.  Fle was a cotton spinner, linen
and check manufacturer, whose small factory wis near the place
where the old L. & Y. Railway crosses Wallgate. e wax &
Class-leader. and Circait Steward in 1816 and 1817 and his sbn,
Thomas, was Superintendent of the Sunday School in 1821 und
1822, Thomas Hardman, Sen., was Mavor in 18206 and again in
1828,  Mr, Leigh Levland became a Trustee in 1808 and is the
fArst-known Secretary of the Sunday School, in 1819. He wax a
warchouseman in Millgate and in later life left Methodism,
Mre. R. Daglish, the Sundav School Treasurer in 1812, was of
Hugenot extraction and was a noted engineer who introduced the
first locomotive inte the Wigan arca as carly as 1811. That
puffing marvel wias a Blenkinsop rack rail engine and \\‘.‘lh‘_'])‘llﬂt
near Darlington. Tt was known as *the Yorkshire horse ™ and
was used to convey coal to the Douglas. He was the (ather of
the Alderman Dactor, George Daglish, J.I'. (born in 1306), whe
also became a worker in our Wigan Sunday Schaol. A memorlai
tablet to Mrs. Robert Daglish in aur Lamberhead Green Chapel
states that she died in 1849 and * was s consistent and attached
member’ for about 50 vears. When our old Wigan Chapel was
lost to the Kilhamites she was one of the nine members who
remained together and worshipped in a rented room.
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IV—.OUR ARCHIVES.
1812—1842

AWe now come to an ancient book of firsg importance as one
of the sources Tor our Sunday School fistory,  [tis a birge volume
of 374 Toolscap pages, size 150, x 9in. 1t was origimally used as an
attendance roll and contains the names of all scholars and cachers

arranged in classes from 1R213-1823. "I'he classes were, ot course,
ungraded, and the ages aiten ran from 9 16 16 vears. There were
227 »eholurs in 1813, and the givks' classes were thus arranged:

15 First Alphabet Class (... oo AT Idizabeth Flampson.
27 Scecond Alphaber Class (... Betty Standish.
18 Firs Spelling Class ........... ceeeen Rosannah Ainsworth.

17 Second Spelling Class ............ ... Ellen Wmstanley,
I < o { ( Jane Leyland.
32 Firsy Testament Cliss ... i Beuy Burns.

14 I9irst Bible Class ..o Mary Bennett,

I'he boyvs' elasaes were smilarly divided.,

The average British lad is Tull of energy and loves o exercise
his skill i throwing stunes: this probably explains the Tact that
the first mention of the Sunday Schoal in the Church accounts
relates to a heavy bill for hroken windows! T'he Hrst iwe pages
ol this book are entitled * An acconnt of Farfeits pawd by ihe
Superintendents and Teachers.”  ‘I'hat is un intriguing title,  Did
these " grave and reverend Scigniors ” play iorfeits?  In actual
1act the word forfeit means fine: each teacher had 1o pay one penny
iorfeit if absent, and waxs fortunate in this—for 1 Superintendent
always paid three pence!

None of the names of the carliest scholars are known o us,
but a little later we reach a list of ™ Rewards [or Attendance,” and
rejoce o lind George Jackson, aged four, and Ann Siddell. Doth
ul these wfants grew up and became " of note amongst the
apostles.”

A large section of this old book swas used as a Library record
jor horrowed boolss, [ is most interesting to see £3 granted w
the Library in 1821, We note what books were read and we can
fancy how Harey Higham and John Prest must have revelled noa
charming booklet called " Dialogue of Devils.”  One of  the
librarians had a spelling svstem of his own which might he called
the * cateh-as-catch-can ” “style!  He cheerfully gave out ©The
Vicker of Wakefield,” * Cambil's Travils,” also ™ Cotage 'oemes,
“The Mariners Cronakle,” * Dialouge Divies,” and ' Misheoery
Anickdots.” ) i

It is possible that no Minutes of Teachers’ Meetings it
kept previous to 181G, for in thai vear the Seeretary tarned AL
lrge book upside down and began to write from the back, I"‘*lj*j
“An Yearly Register of the Proceedings ol the Methodist ‘\lll';( '!\
school, commencing August, 18197 Thix Ill\'il]ll?ll)](".\'hnl’t: ‘f"\‘
begins with a Meeting on August 30th, 181‘{. at which a ‘k'l”::lt;l
School Committee was appointed, consisting of  Mr. 2usq

N . N ! Q aay
(Superintendent of Circuit), Mr. Thomas Hardman (.(':;Iljt‘lllli't
schoul Superintendent in 1812). Mr. Joseph (m“d“‘_",()f i
Steward), Leigh lLevland (Secretary in 1R12 and 18197, .
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Leyland, Samuel Baldwin, (the Founder), John Sherlock (Circuit
Steward, 1828), and Jaseph Mercer,

This Committee appointed Joseph Mercer, who was a local
schoolmaster, as General Superintendent, “ to act discretionary
every Lord’s Day.” Samuel Baldwin and William Yeoman were
appointed * Superintendents’ o atiend every lLord's Dayv alter-
nately, :

Joseph Mercer became Secretary in 1822, and in his faded
handwriting we have an account of the founding in 1822 of “ the
Benevolent Society for the reliei of Sick Children belonging (o the
Sunday School.”  Thwenty vears later this book closes with the
Minutes of a Meeting attended by the Mimster and ten of the
Committee " {for the purpose of investigating the case of Charles
Entwistle whose parents c¢laim relief on account of his hand heingz
diseased.” Joseph Mercer was a preacher as well as a teacher anl
became one of the two Tounders of the Independent Methodist
Church in Wigan. He began about 1820 with John Tell, of West-
houghton, to hold Mectings in Broom Street, Ince (now Manchesicr
Road), and soon a little Sunday Schaol and Night School developed
With Jaha Tell and five others he first leased, and later purchaseil,
the land upon which the Arst Greenough Street School-Chapel wis
built in 1830.

[t is surprising to And that our Sunday School Commitiee in
EBEG * resolved that a general Union of all the Sunday Schools in
the Circuit should be attempted.” We are only aware of one in
Lamberheisd Green begun in 1796, ind one in Aspull in TRIE.
The unknown schools were in either Ashion, Downall Greea,
FHaydock, Pendlebury. or Leyland Mill

The Napoleonic Wirs caused high prices and so broughi
much distress to our Sunday School children since the iniquitous
Corn lLawe were in force until 1815, The winter of 1811-12 was
one of severe privation with great depression of trade.  Aaoy
hlamed the increase of machinery and cursed the power loams then
coming into general ase  Indignation meetings were followed iy
plug-drawing, loom-breaking, and mill-burnings, like that in
Westhoughtan in 1812, Large families were common. relief was
utterly inadequate, meat and bread riots were frequent. Waterloa
was a great victory but was followed by inuch poverty and distress
when the half-famished people collecied in hundreds on Awhers-
wood Commen and similar places. Wheat and bread in 1816 sold
in Ince at 6d. per Ib, and Jannock at 4d. In some purts those
seeking reliei were granted 1/6 to 2/6 per week for labour plus
their food. their famtlies being supported by the parish. = i1 any
wonder that vur Sunday Schaa] roll fell from 307 to 1507

in Westhoughton (then iwithin the Circuit) some of our
zealons Radica! members attended the famous Peterloo Meeting
in Manchester in 1819, and political agitation for many vears dis-
turbed even Sunday School work. For example, John Latchford.
of Hindleyv. ¥ a man of good build and handsome,” who was alsn
“a good and well-dispositioned fellow.” taught in our Wigan
Sunday School. He hecame in 1830 the first Sunday Schanl
Superintendent of our Hindley School, but was put out of member-
ship in 1840 by the Rev. Richard Smetham. TLater he took part in
Chartist riots in Leigh and was sent to prison for six months.
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The first Wesleyan Missionary Society was founded in Lecds
in 1813 amul the strium and stress of the Napoleonic era.
Napoleon was finally averthrown at Waterloo in 1815. Industrial
depressicm <om: Tollowed—-part of the inevitable aftermath of war
PBut AMissions had caughet the imagination of our forelfathers aml
soon, despite the prevailing depression, branches of the Missionary
Society were opened up all over the country.

Two of the carly Sunday 8School Superintendents, Thom:s
Hardmian and William Yeomans, went specially to Liverpool in
1819 and were so mpressed by the Missionary Meeting that they
re(urned o Wigan determined to start a branch society,

Our Wigan branch of the Missionary Society is truly Victorian
It was founded on NMay 24th, 1819, the very day that Queen
Victoria was born!  The deputation to Wigan on that occasion
wies the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, the famious Commentator, and the
Rev. Robert Newiton, a supreme Missioniry advocate. During the
mecting, by a strange coincidence, a hirst-born son arrived in the
AManse adjoming the Chapel and in consequence this babe was
Laptized by the curious name of |. Missienary Sugden.

In this period, the veign of George TV, our Metbodist men
in Sunday Schools wore konce-breeches and 7 slops,” and women
dressed in neat pringe bedgowns and semi-gquaker bonnets.  NMen
wore their hair shert joud brushed straight down over their Tore-
heads, as a fringe. Many Methodists had a pious horror ol showy
dress, feathers or bright colours, and especially artificial Howers
iy ladies” bonnets. One girl of eleven went tho a Methodist School
with a few bright ribbons.  An ancient worthy shuok bis head at
this sceming worldliness and sent her father this expostulation:

IF good old Wesley now could view

And Whitheld take a squint or twa
A Saints o ths our day,

Met in God’s house to hear flis word

And sing the praises of the [Lord, )
My friends, what waukl they =as

Ii they could view the pious maids

[n veils and lustres of all shades
And tricks and top-kuots gay,

Incent on nothing but to leer

On some sweet saint wha's 1o them dear,
My friends, what would they say?

11 they could view the gay old dames
[oud-tashioned dressed in strects and lanes,
Hicing on Sabbath Day:
' Chapel a new gown to show
With silk adorned or furbelow,
My friends, what would they say?
That 1the Sunday School Anniversary was held jn high honour
is seen by such notices as this (Wigan Mirror, 1825) :
* Charity Sermons 7

On Sunday next, May 29th, 1825, 1wo Charity
Sermons will be preached by the Rev. Joseph
Worrall, of Bolten. 2-30 and 6-30. \
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I'hi- letter explains itself :(—

Rev, P'eter Prescott to the Rev. [as Everett {then m dMan
chester) :

Wigan, January 20th, 1829,
My dear Drother,

We earnestly desire that yvon will have the goodness 10 visit
thi= Towr an the month of April or Mayv, Ffor the purpose of
preaching two Gospel Sermons an behalf of W.A S 8 taught in
this plice, Services at 103 and 6. We bhope vou will comply with
this request, and that the bearer thereol, Thomas Hardman, Esq.
(Mazyor) will be able to bring an answer containing vour con-
pliance with out invitation.

Nour adfectionate Brother,
PETER PRESCOTY.
The famous Jas. Everett could not come.  Flere is the sequel:

Late on Midsummer's Eve (June 201h), 1829, the Liverpool
“Lnion © Coach lnmbered wp the rough sets of Wallgate,
fimally deposited its passengers a1 the ancient posting establish
ment in Standishgate, the " Eagle and Child " (where Woolworth's
now stands). The Rev. Dr. John Reechant slowly descended from
the coach and enquired for the Methodist Minister's house.  Soon
everybady knew that he had come to preach the * Sermons ™)

The Report at that Anniversary was read by William Melling,
Secretary :— )

“The Managers of the Sunday  School are  happy o
inform this congregation there are upwirds o 300 who regularly
attend the Schoal and receive wmstruction, some of whow not only
learn to read the Word of God but are the xubjects o Divine
impressions and evinee a desire to save their immortal souls.

“ But it is with feelings of regret they have to state that the
School is in debt to a large amount and much in want of PBoois
and their only resource (except a few small donations) are the
proceeds of the annual sermons. Under these circumstances they
beg to appeal to a generous and liberal-hearted public. “T'he amount
aof the Sunday Schoaol Anmiversary collections in 1829 were
£12 7s. 64, but the expenses were £14 19x. 4d. Hence the appeal
for generous giving.”

Hlerg is a copy of a very interesting Fand-bill :i—
W —— R
CORONATION, 1831.

The Mavor and the Committee Tor arranging the ‘ur(lcr al
Procession in honor of their Majestics’ Cm:un:ltu_m. on Thursday,
the 8th instant, have recommended the Tollowing order to be

Ehigreed — SCHOOL  PROCESSION

V1 sSunday  Schools joining in the singing oi the Jubilee
- - -

Iy s, will assemble in their School Roams, not later than hali-
3 S3

past Seven o'Clack in the morning -—a flag must be forwarded from
(HEA I
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vach Schaol into the Mesnes, and a written return o) the exact
vumber mtending to join, distinguishing Boys aud Girls, by Liight
o'Clock :— At hall-past Eight, the Schools start irom their rooms,
andd proceed the nearest wiay 1o the Mesnes, where the two Jubilee
Hyimins will be sung :—At Nine o'Clock the procession will maove
nto the Marker-place. re-torm, and include the schools which did
not mect in the Mesnes, as follows :—

! Adult Sunday Scholars (in adyvance).
2. BAND,

3 PBlae Coat School.

4. Workhouse School,

5. I'arish Church Girls' School,

0. Military (';il’l\’ School.

7. Mihwary Boys’ School.

X, Puarish Church Bovs™ Schaol.

Y. sSchool of Tadustry.

10. St George's Sunday Schanl,

L. Weslevan Methodist Schools.

12. S Pauls Independent Schools.

3. First Baptist Schools, Lord Street.
14, Second Baptist Schools, Commercial Hall.
15, Hope Chapel Schools,

It Scholes Union Schools,

17.  I[ndependent Methodist Schools,

18, St John’s Catholic Schools.

19. =t Alaryv's Catholic Schools,

1 is suggested that the \lel«u\ walk three a-breast, the tallest
on the outside, and the least in the centre; the tallest girls lirst.
and the tallest bovs Jast, and the givls to precede the boys,

THIE GRAND  PROCESSION
will Torm i the Market-place, at Ten o' Clock in the Forenoo,
with its right in front of the "Cown EHall,
Al Eleven o' Clock precisely, the procession will move in the

following order :— p
Iiremen,

Advance of Yewmanry,
Military Band,
Scl‘g‘c.lms. e,
MAYOR,
Committee and Gentlemen of the Town
and Netghhourhood,
Infantry.

TRADIGS,
Pensianers,
FREEMASONS
United Order of Oddiellows,
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ORANGEMIENX,
Amicable Society (Dog and Pastridge).
Saint |ohn's Society,
Union Society,

Hibernian Socicties,
Amicable Society {Legs of Man),
Schales Penny Socicty,
Other Socicties,

BAND,
independent Soctety of (ddiellows,
Rear Guied of Yeomanry,

. The Route will he through Wallgate Street, Queen Strect.
Chapel Lane, Scholes, Hardy-buts, Wellington Sueet, Millgate.
Standishgate, Wigan limne, 1o Frecklewon, Market-place.

The Mavor and Commitiee recommend o Generad Foliday 1o
be Kepy, in hanor of their Gracious Majesties, and they particulariy
request that no Flags or DBanners, laving anv political device.,
appear on this oecazion, as i might tend o diaturh the general
festivity of the day,

WIGAN, Sepe. 0eh, 1831,

1. HILTON, Printer

V.—SOME EARLY WORKERS.
WILLIAM YEOMANS,

Wellion Yeomans, who was appointed Co-Superintendent with
w 4 Samuel Baldwin in 1819, was one oi God's great gifts.  He came
ﬂ from Derby when aged about 26, and for over forts yvears lived a
i radiant life in Wigan. He was first a0 baker in Scholes and lawer
opened a grocer’s shop in Wallgate " hard by the Syvnogogue.”
Fe served the school in every office and was for fifteen vears its
chief overseer, He lived through many stormy dayvs of Methodia
dissension, but in great serenity adorned the doctrine of the Prince
of Peace. His tombstone relates that he * died happy in the
l.ord * near Christmasx Day in 1839,
FOFIN and THOMAS WOOSNAM.

John Waosnam, son of a Shropshire farmer, came to Wigan to
the Victoria Hotel in the humble capacity of “ Boots.” Tn duc
course he moved with the licensees to the Buck-i-th'-Vine
(Clarence Hotel) in the same capacity, What a great day it was
for him, and for many when God lifted him from behind the bar
of the Buck-i-th’~Vine and instatled him as a teacher in the Sunday
School of the same name,

lohn had all the qualities ncedful to make a wealthy ]mb]“:duf
but like St. Matthew, a publican of another sort, he Jeft all and

followed Him."”
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“ 1 heard Him cal), * Come, follosw,” that was all,
Ay gold grew dim, my soul went alter i,
I rosc and Tollowed that was all,
\Who would not follow if he heard Him call *

Jolm Woosnaw actually lost nothing and gained evervihing.
tn later dite the mantle of Wim, Yeomans dell upon him and e
succeeded Yeomans both as Leader of his Sociciy Class and in hi-
grocer s business,  [hs vounger brother, Thomas, followed him
bhoth o the bar of the Duck-i"-th-Vine and 1o the Sundav School.,

The premise © o children and cluldren’s children ™ has been
amply Tulidled in the case of the \Woosuams,

WILLTAM WILLAX,

Fhis sen of a Methodizt builder was horn in Wigan and brec
m Lamberhbead Green.  Converted at the age of 16, he entered «
Llowyer s ofhice, and e length became our Sunday School librarian
in 18370 in the Tallowing vear he entered College and in 1839 the
Amistry. He thus followed in the footsteps of Fearnley aml
Atherton, and was succewded by the two Poznetrs, the two
Nalomons, George Bopgis, and several others, for example.

THEOPHTIUS GREGORY.

Thix pnotable candidate worked i Mecks' @t Wallgate, and
afterwards with Mecek=" in Deansgate. Manchester.  About this
time o bateh of 43 of his fellow assistants sat together in our
Church and <o many of these were hudding preachers that their
shop was Tamiliarly known as ' hitde Didsbory.”  Gooand | Meek
had purchased an ancient mn, * The Bear's Paw .’ which contained
Wigin's most noted cackpit, and it was this site which was crans.
formed into a Methodist Scminary.  When Theephilus Gregory
cutered the ministry in 1850 he was prepaving the way for his
three =ons and two prandsons.  And thus m forwarding this
cincliddature our Sunday School was providing Tuture ministers by
the half-dozen. Four of this fine Levitical family are still in the
active work of our minisury.

WILLEAM ALTHAAM,

William Althani, of Clitheroe, was born in 1809 and as o
vouth was appregticed to Luke Smalley, a tallow chandler in
Standishgate,  Passing one night along Wallgate he heard music
and singing and was driown into our Chapel. Soon he was invited
1> come with his violin into * the fddlers’ pew.” Shortly after his
conversion he became a Sunday Schaol Secvetary, and later every-
thing celse! At the suggestion of Dr. Jabez Bunting he, aided by the
Mecks and others, took a prominent part in building the beautiful
Sanctoary in Standishgade.

TIMOTHY COOIl,

OF all the early Wigan Methodists connected with our Sunday
School, Coop is perhaps the only one \\'hn?c lnngm‘ph_\' I1n.~" been
published.  His father. o weaver, was bLll:ll.’l_\' School Super-

Siteddent in Westhoughiton and - zo when ‘Timothy  began  his
business lite in Wigan in 1835 he jovined our Sunday Schoal. e
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alsa becme Blivarian and took a very active part in all the work
of the Sunday School. In his day the Rand of Flope Movement
had bhur recently begun, in PPreston in 1832, and ‘I'emperance wark
was 1 its infaney.  Fe reports that in carly days the teachers in
Westhaughton (then in the Circuit) were unduly fond of what wie
called " Methodist cream.” & blend of rum and milk! Coop did
much o forward every good movement, and was a generous giver.
How his active spirit chafed ac the long delay in starting to buikd
new premises. e alterwards left Methodism. and founded 2
Misston in School Street which altimately  developed into the
Rodney Street Church.

FThe original Vestry of 1773, in which the Suinday Schaol was
begun m 1783, was but o tiny place and possibly of but une storey.
Tt was rebuilt, apparently in 1811, of greater length and with twa
storevs,  Six years later it was arranged Lo sell the whole site and
buildings to the Congregationalists.  But the transaction could nat
be completed, probably because the originad Deed was fost. ‘T'he
Hope Swreet friends then built their first premises in 1818 aaxl
enlarged them two vears later,  In 1834 the Sunday Schoosl Com-
mitiee decided to build a Sunday School of three storeys on the
<ite ol the original Vestry and adjoining ground, but no money
was raised until 1839, I those carly dayvs Schools hid o be
satished with the hbest accommodation which they could find.
A Sunday School in Newton-le-Willows was held m the old cock-
pit of the village, the amphitheatrical scats and other arrange-
ments all remaining as in their palmy days?

Farlv in Januwary, 1839, William Yeomans announced to the
children o week prior o the distribution of (he surphus funds of the
Sick Society that it was tntended 1o build a new Schaool. e
requested them o inform their parents so that on the day of the
distribution those who were willing might give theie share to the
new School.  In response, 53 of the scholars gave in their tickets,
vitlue 10d. each, a totah vadue of £2 58 10d., o start a4 Building
Fund for a new School, i the Wigan Savings Bank.  Through
the kindness of that Bank, we have been supplicd with this eopy
of that old account:

1839 £ osod

July 8—Depusit cccvorerenriaee. 2 310
Nov. l—Interest ............. ane e OSSO
1849,

Feb. 17—Deposit ...cocveeeeevin,. 2 10 8
Apr. 20—Depnsit ..ooceviiirenen.. 2 12 11
Now, T I—Interesth oSN S (] S N

£7 19 3

Notice the generosity of each of thase 55 children, who
resembled her wha paid into the treasury “ all that she had.”
I'hese scholars were mostly poor, had never any luxuries, and wore
only the cheapest clothing.  Boys wore fustian jackets. caps, and
hreeches; girls wore pink t‘rock.s.‘clcan white aprons {if able to
alford these). and soft honnets. To those children a stick of slate
pencil was a positive treasure, a black-lead made any lad the envy
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of hiz pals, and a paper note-book was =13l more precious, The
fund. vou will notice, was repaid by the Bank a few weeks belore
Standizbhgate was opened in 18435,

The Sunday School Anniversary Collections frvom ER4] 1o 1845
were £10 0= 4d., £10 0s, (., £10 I« Od. L1101 &, 11d.. andd
£13 0<, 2. Only Ten pounds ta Thirteen pounds per annum!
IPut here is ' something more than mects the eve,”  Those were
* the hungry forties,” when homes were destitute through  the
cutton Tamine.  Chikdren frequently did not reiurn hame Jrom work
or schaol because there was no dinner. . Mothers nuude hran
dumpling=, and Dbutter. =ugar, and Gour were oiten sold i
“happorths.” 1= it surprising that the cholera epidemic soon rageld
in Wiganrs

The insanitiary condition of the town wax then appalling.
A Medical Inspector’s report states, for example, thin Barrack
Yiard (behind the present Midland Dank), off Wallgate, had 43
small cottages, with floors beloaw the level of the <treets. we
thoroughfare though the Yard, oo water supply. and only {oor
closets.  Grear George Strect. Clayten Swreet, and the Pottery,
being low, undeained, and filthy, were seats of fever, amd oar
scholars were drawn from all of these poor areas.

VI.-—A NEW FOUNDATION.

T odud all the people shouted with a grear showt . . . becunse the
forwndation of the house of the Lord was laid.”—Fzra 311

This happiness of the children of Jerusalem was rvepeated in
Wigan on Aogust T4eh, 1844, at the Swone-laving in Scandishgate.
The Mayor of Liverpool had come to preside and the gathered
vouth of the Church greeted the coming ¢ay with a resoundivg
cheer.  Many ministers took part (including the Rev, Joseph
Meck) and the inspiration of the day was great. With what
citgerness the children watched whilst the Rev. Fred Pavne, a chict
proyoter of the huilding, placed i a cavity of the foundation stone
a hottle hermetically <caled. containing a written parchment. Al
wondered whan had Been written,  blere it is:

“The foundation stone of this Wesleyvan Mcethaodist
Chapel was Laid by Fhomas Sands, Esq., Mayor of Liver-
pool. August 14th, 184, in the 8th vear of the reign of
eur most gracious Sovereign, Queen Vietona, and during
the sittings in Birmingham ol the 101st Annual Wesleyan
Conference. !

Rev, Jabez Bunting, D.D., President.
Rev, Rabert Newion, DL, Secretary.
Rev, W, Constable and
IRev. Frederick Pavne, Ministers.
Prustees: Wor Altham, George DBeswick, W, Brown,
Rd, Christopher, Wm. Holt, Wm, L'l_clln'lg. Sen.,
Wm. Melling, Jun., James Martin, ‘Thomas
Howarth, Geo. Meek, Joseph Meck, John AMeek,
Roberl Meek, Frederick Payne, W m. \:c‘mnznm,
Rev. Leonard Posunett and Rev, fames 8. Thomas,

Ministers newly appointed to the Cireuit.
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Jabez  Llanson, Architect; Job Hanson, Builder, and
Robt. Hanson, Clerk of the Works—all of New-
bury, Berkshire.

Dedicated w the Uriune Jehovah,
Father, Son, and lloly Ghost.
" Ebenczer .

A Tea Meeting had been planned o the old Chapel, but owing
to the damage done to its roof, that morning, by an exploston in
a naghbouring coal-pit, that meeting was held in the Roval Hotel.
some regarded this damage o the rood as a significant hint that
the time had come to quit the butlding.

STANNDISHOGATE CHURCH.

( By courtesy of Messrs. J. Starr & Nons.)

THE NEW CHURCH AND SCHOOL-ROOMS.

C T his is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of Heaven”—CGea, 280 17.

On Wednesday, June 25th. 1845, the children marched in
triamph from the Buck-y-th’-Vine to the Opening in Suadishgate,
Relore enering they sang an antheni—

U b owas glad whenr they said unto me
let vs go into the house of the Lord.”

The Rev., Wi, Atherton Opened " the Church and Schoaol-
Rooms ™ by Services at 11 o, and 6-30 pom, No less than 16
Special Sermons were preached in connection with this great event,
The distinguished preachers included Dy, Bunting, Dr. Flannah,
Dr, Newton, Dr. Beaumont, Dre. Thos, Rafiles (Congregationalist).
and Rev, Go B MeDonald (grandiather of Stanley Baldwin, for-
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merly Prime Mimster}. A these 16 Services the total collectioms
were £703 195 1d,  Our fathers did know how to give!

MWe can picture the wonder and delight of the children who
thronged the galleries on the Opening Dav as they gazed upon
the gloey o their new spivitual home. Tt was indeed a beautifel
FHouse of God.,  The sicred histarian rejedced 1o give the names
o bhicam e of the other great artiticers who built the Temple,
it de~cribes their work, the pillars, their bazes, and their capitals.
And =urely the tamilies of Willinm Brown, Abrahin Siddell, W,
Melling, Sen., and Wm, Melling,  Jun., must have  specially
rejoiced to gaze upon the windows and all the hamdsome ironwork
wranght by thase men as a labour of love in the old Flagh
Fommdry,

The Rev. W, FL Lax, of Paplar, once Mavor of that Lowdon
Vieocongh, begme: his  Lax of Poplar ™ swith a fine enquiry, ** [ow
far back does God begin in the working out of His purposes*”
Cooul’s purposes of grace for Mr. Tax were seen in the conversion
of his father in Standishgate ar Peter Mackenzie's Mission in
1857, But Goxl's purpose of grace began much carher snd | love
v record that it was his grandiather, Samuel dax, the Methodist
iwonfognder, wha superintended the casting of the chastely Nuted
pillars and hracketed capitals of that siome Church. With what
rapture these gallamt wen and other workers " unknown and vet
well known @ looked yound upon their work then rose to sing

“ Not the labours of my hands
Can Tulfil ‘I'by law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever {low,
All for sin could not atome:
Thowu must save, und Thoiw ulone.”

This fine enterprize of 1845 had one serious defect: the * schadl
rooms © were whollv inadequate. Blenee the Sunday Schaool
renaned in the old Chanel aontil 1847, and might have repanred
the premises and remained longer had not the site been requirad
By the Railway Company which wis then constructing the line o
Southport.  The scholars lost their school hut found Dy taking an
cariv trip o Svuthport in 1832 that a railway had some redeeming
features.

e, Yeomans, who had been Superintendent Irom 1833, took
ithe pupils across to Standizshgate to the schoolrooms of TWo stories.
The school was reorganised under three Superintendents: Upper
Room Bovs, W, Yeomans: Lower Room Girls, Wm. Melling;
Chapel, [nfants, Thomas Taylor, who was iollowed by Teoey Faer
in 1834 ; .

These are <omg early Anniversary {figures:

: e >3 16 4 Rev. John Hannah, .1,
}:44‘;«- £ 1l Iiftsi 11 5 Rev. John Hannah, DD,
1848 . 13 .. 41 8 6 Rev. Robt Inglis.
1849 a5 0k 3 Rev, W, L. !hnl'lllnn. BTSN
IR . 35,51 Rev. Geo. Dickenson.
1851 SO 46,17 6 Rev, Ncehemiah (T.urnuck. Sen.
1852 ']u,{c Tl P Rev. Neheminh Curnock, Sen.
1853 May 22 .... 2712 8 ey, James (-fnsc.. e
1854 Apr. 23 ... 3012 8 Rev, Joseph Roberts (Stackport)
1835 \pr. 1 ... 34 (6) 7 Kev., 1 S. Waorkman,
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The Report of 1856 states that the sehool had then 418 hovs
and A83 girls, and of these puptls 488 were able to read.

The Anniversary that year was conducted by Dr, Gervasze
smith, the father of Str Clarence Smith, Fligh Sheridl of London,

William Alelling, like William Alcham, was born n QY -
the =mwme vear as Ahraham Lincaln, Charles Darwin, and Alfred
Tennyson.  His parenis were not Mcethodists, hut Willtam joiwd
our Sunday School, and soon became a Metho-
dist by choice and by conviction. 1le served
an  apprenticeship wo the Rylands Hirm o
textile fame, which had begun business in
\\"u.;;ul bhut later threw i his lor with the
H.uwh Foundrey.  In that foundry was another
\Eclllrldibl, also a William Melling, a Samson
in size and strength, so he was called g
Wilhiam, or William Senjor, the other as [.lll]c
Willizom, or William Junior. [t 8 William
Junior of whom we are now writing. e was
Sceerctary of the old Sunday School Tor most
of the 20 vears from 1828 1o 1848, [le then
becanme one of the three Superimtendents and
worked with charteristic energy of heart and

will until 1836, [From 1823 there wias some l—-

swrite in Stundishigate, and on Sunday, 28th

WILLIAM MELLING.

September, 1836, trouhle held in suspense sud-

denly preciprtated.

The ™ Wigan Obscerver ™ of October 4th, 1830, wn a briei note
on “ The Rupture at the Weslevan School.” explans that on that
latelul morning ("-nt.ptunhn.t' 28th), admissien to the schoul was
refused Lo a numl-u of the most active teachers, who during the
past week had been deposed from their oflices ax superintendents,
secretaries, ote. T'he children came to school as usual to fAnd
their teachers in the street. a large crowd collected in the
street, a hymn was sung, the teachers .umnumc:l that they were
going 10 the Public Hall, and a procession of from 300 10 400
teachers and scholar= followed their superintendents and  secre-
taries.”  Ouoe need not rake among the ashes of loag fargatten
contraversies =~ the old, unhappy. far-ofl things and battles long
aga” Al the protagonists have long since died and their childeen
are naw happily re-united i one Methodist family,

Williamy Melling led the procession  that morning, with
Thomas Taylor, Peter F, Rawson, Amos Jacques, Wm, Foggr, and
Hhram ‘Cavlar,  Amongst the 2cholars whao follawved were Mr,
Meling's children, including Thomas {19 and  Joha ¢17). whoe
were alreacds \uml'n ‘~2Lhnul workers, and Samuel, o lad of 10,
Itow many others in the Wigan district U1l remember that event-
jul day?

RECOVERY AND PROGRESS.

“ ) Lordd, revive Thy work in the midst of the vears.”
Phe School which had  suddenly tulmggatﬂ:«l from the
Delectable Mountains of 1845 into (he Valley of Lhwmiliation in
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Thomas Melling.
1oha Dainty.

Ceorge  Jackson. Samuvel M.
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1850, began slowly 1o retrace its steps,  Henry  Farr became
Superintendent; William Jackson, J. Cordeaux, and A, 15 Lloyvd
were amongst the old guard who kept the Hag ~ull Oyving., The
Anniversaries regained their popularity and their tmance amld by
1204, when the Centerary of Weslev's first wisit (o Wigan wis
celebrated, the old Sunday School had made a Tair recovery and
had c~tablished @ branch schaol 1y Daras Yard, Schaoles.  Thag
Centenary was o four davas” Colebralion and our own wachers, then
numbering 52, and scholars, 490, were escorted in a trivmphil
procession by o scholars’ dram and ife band  {(irom  Aspull).
A\ odebt on oseven Chapels and  Tour  Schools  witalled  then
£3,180 135 03, Creat gifts were ollered and arrangements nude
o that tie debt ssas eleared ol 1o the uttermost farthing !

It is interesting to note that in that Wesley Centenary year,
15804, the Sunday School superintendents of the Methodist Free
Churcl were Amos Jacques and Samuel Melling,  In 1805 A, T,
Lloyvd became cosuperimtendent with W, O, Meek, his future
son-m-liw Llovd had o chemical  waoarks in Stowdish - Laower
Ground, bat shordy  afterwards moved we Manchester,  He
entered it Civie fite, amd was Lord BMayvor of Manchester in
1894-5-0. He was then a wiklower, and his daughter, who had
marvied Do WL, O Meck, then practicing in Manchester, acted as
Maveress during her father’s two vears of office. 1t will be noriced
that <he is wenrmg the golden Chain of the Lads Migovess in her
photograph,

THE BURNS' YARD BRANCiI SUNDAY SCHOOL.

As early as 1803 George Jackson, Thomas Fall and Fnach 11
Monks began a branch Sunday School in Scholea. and were muach
encouraged by the celebrated Tswac Marsden. 1o 1864 11 was
arranged that these scholars should sit in Service in Standlishgate.
[n 1867 their harn i Burns' Yard wis outhrown aud the plans of
C. % Dolmes were accepted Tor building o preaching place and
~chao] in Sehodield Lane. But * the hest Lidd schemes o mice d
men gang alt agley ” and it was finally resalved that the Burns’
Yard Sunday S\'ir'll'(ll ~hould remove to Dicconson Street (Standish-
girle) and that the money collected (o build a zchool should be
returned to the subscribers,

ISAAC MARSDEN.

Tsane Marsden, a notable character, was the favourite Sunday
Schoot preacher at Buens” Yard,  From his home 1o Doncaster he
travelled in a gig as o woollen draper over the North and Mid-
lands. but his real calling was that of a free-lance evangelist. He
hadd o thrilling experience in Wigan.,  Preaching beneath ™ the big
Jamp " in the O Marker Mace he was assailed by a hostile erowd,
hut protected by the stalwart labourers of o friendly railrouad con-
tractor, he delivered his =oul like him who " fought with wild
heasts at Ephesus.” e visited Nottingham, and wrote: =\ voung
person the pame of Booth was that night convicted and decided
for God.”  That “voung  person ™ ultimately became  General
Willinm Booth of the Salvation Arony!
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It is mow of great interest to notice the Arst appearance iu
otir Records of the names of families which for many vears have
borne the burden and heat o1 the dav. For example, in 1860
Thomas Holker came to Wigan, Thomas Dawson, of Leek, and
Oates and Gearge Rushton, of Bingley.  Seldom s any Suaday
Schonl enriched by four such men in a single vear. To Ouates
Rushton dell the honour of being the Superintendent during the
great Centenary observed by the School in 1833, Thomas Dawson
and his wife began in 1882 to co-operate with M and Mrs, Fearn
and cespecially with William Harrison and A, Critehley inoa tiny
branch Sunday School. This was the acorn from which has grown
that oak known as the Queen’s Hall Mission.  Harrison started in
hix own front roam at 25, Scheles Lane, then moved to a loft in
Clitton’s Yard. At length, in 1891, & * wood cabin ™ was opened
and ten vears later thiz Mission hived off on Sundavs to the
Hippodrome but buzzed back 1o the old hive in Scholes Tor week-
night nectar,

Calder, a splendid Ly evangelist, worked mightily, and the
Haippodrome became the nucleus 1on the Mission at Queen’s Hall
Dr. Henry Pope, Hlome Mission Seeretary, with Thomas Waller,
of Bolton, and Samuel Melling, [.1%. as freasurers, soon Liunched
a scheme, The Wigan Mission was constituted in 1904 and its
doors were opencd in 1907, T'he Qucen’s Hall Sunday Schoal, onz
of the largest in Wigan, i~ but one of many daughrers ol our
Mather Schaool.

THE *“ RAGGED"” SCHOOL.

The Sunday School had, during this same period, another
branch, commonly called " The Ragged School.”  [n 1885 Samusl
Melling and John Tl Royle were appointed Superintendents o o
venture i the Lower [.ecture Room [ * gathering children whe
go 1 ne Sabbath School.”  Some ten vears later 8. Fearn was
appoinied by the Council “ to aid fohn Jones in this work with
which all sympathise.” The School was helped by many, and
whilst €. W. |. Parry wrought in Scholes, Finlay Mackenzie
wrought in this Ragged School. and both with H. H. Buardess, a
worker in the Young Men’s Class, were accepted for the Ministry
in 1903. A great and wise step was taken by the Sunday School
when in January, 1908, a Primary Deparunent was formed and
thus finally the Ragged School was “ merged into the Large
and Iniants’ School” ‘ )

On every page of the Sunday School Minutes some point
arises upon which we would gladly linger, hut we must now skim
over the pages like a swallow in speedy and erratic flight. We
can but glance around and weonder at the wealth of these teeming
vears, ;

i Here in Jabuary, 1807, is a proposal that a Bqnd of Hope be
formed : moved by George Meek. seconded by AL I Llovd (after-
witrds of Manchester), that * no scholar under the age of 14 De
allowed to sign the pledge without his or ber parents’ comsent _'
fhe Band of Hepe soon fapsed and was ve-formed in 1879. Tt again
apsed, and was again restored in 1908. Again it disappeared, to
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rise again i 19220 ‘The shadow of a coming Dramatic Socicty
soun appeared upon the Jar horizon,  In September, 1869, somge
ol (he teachers and scholars asked permission Lo read the drama
of Zosepfe at the ™ Wigan Faie ™ tea party and =0 a sub-commitice
wis Jormed U o hear (7 the party are it 1o act i.” We are left
wondering! At another " Faie ™ tea party a dad appeared on the
platfornt with his face blackened wul began to sing A “orrible
Fale.”  He never inished-—tor the chairman decided it was “orrible
amd promptly applied the closure!

[n 1872 11 was meved by John P'ope, a0 zealous and decply
spiritwil Clocal © (who introdoced the 5.\ into Wigan ), " that in
future che irst Sundas i May be ixed for omr School Sermon.”
Mro Lowe proposed * that Mr. Geo. Mceek take the chair at
leciure by Ay Chambers, el tor the honour to pay the sum of
ve pound=.”  We know romw another source that Mr. Meek wiis
a dashing voung man who always carried  gold loose in his
peckets!  lle er became a Swedenborgian Mouster and his
widdow s0ll resides in Southpore,  In 1874 R, H. Meck, son of
Robert Meek, trustee, became libracian and one rejoices that he
~tll vetiins good health in Macclesfichd.

In 1873 James Gobin, a local preacher, dicd leaving two-thinds
of s hooks (o the Wigan Sunday School and one-third 1o New
own. On October Oth, 1874, the scholars—with the girls arrayed
i white crowded mwo Standisbgate 1o the Phanksgiving for the
Ciearing of another bateh of debts, o tatal af £1,0721 “I'his greac
relict prepared the way for the permanent appointment of o Hhisd
minister o the Wigan Circuit,

In 1880 the average affendance For the vear was 147.2 schalars,
an increase of 28 George Jack=on became Secretary in 1881 and
i IXK2 we read of a good increase of scholaes and a general
npravement i the school

In 1883 o4 =mall Sanday Schoot Hymobook was given to eacl
pupil and wis thus inscribed

I'resented 10
A B — -,
A Scholar o this Schaol. Tn memaory of
it= One Flundreth Anmversars,

0. Rushion, Superintendent,
. Dogyis, W, Cordean, Secretaries,
Revd. . Bacon. Superintendent Minister.

In that same vear George Jackson was General Seeretary
John Cordeine was Libraviao; Miss Cordeaun was a Teacher, and
Aliss Rawlinson, who <served Tor 43 yvears.  Another teacher was
Aiss lackson, who became Mrs, Dickinsan, of Coppull, and wha
is now again in Standishgate,  She is the daughter of George
Jacks=on and granddaughter of Willianmy Jackson, born in 1806, who
was o scholar and o worker in the oldest Sunday Schaaol iy Wigan,

Medals had been already presented tn the January of that
venr and special hooles 1o scholars * never absent and never late.”
A scheme was bhaumched o raise £500 for some additional class-
rooms, new lighting svstem, and other improvements to Church
and Schoals, Mr, Wainwright, headmaster of the Day School, toak
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a geaerons band in abl these undertakings and gave @ donation® of
one hundred pounds. '

The Laterary Association, which began m (872, blossemed
aut same ten vears later into the Autual Toiprovement Society.
The interest of it life probably reached s climax in 1908 in a
reat  Public Debate  on " Socialism,”  between  ~six speaker
representing the local LI, and the Literary Socicty. The Ko
.]‘lon. Stephen Walsh, P.C.. D.L., 1.I°, M.I". for [nce. was an
interested listener upon the platiorm, cupporting the Chairman,
Mr. Boggis, 'resident of the Society. )

~On November 201h, 1898, Alr. A0 G, Hhadson wrote this report:
“Nsited this delightiud schaol and Mr, Boggis Class, Thank Ged
bor all b osaw amd what | heird, What potentiadities are in the
SL‘]]HUL

X The Atemarial Tablet 1o Jabez Doggrs states that he was
Clor upwards of 30 vears the honoured president of Wesles 1Hall
Bible Class.  Mrs, Boggis, like Mrs loseph Smith, Mrs, Knigh,
and scores of others, wis a4 maother ji Vsreael and in her Sundas
Schaal.

The memory of Fabez Bogeis is <8l fvagrant. The Rev, 111
Iiu_rtlc.x.\. ML B, now Supedintendent of our work in Ttaly,
writes of Mr. Boggi=: @ A charming leader, iull of act, with a fecel-
g for a good phrase: he encouraged me greatlhy wand for some
Years followed me up with notes which shewed his great interest
- events in my hietde carcer. \We used o have exciting debaes
{(which he quietly kept within bounds), and in those dayvs oue
yvoung man  was  Alstend, whe aiterwacds  Hourished in Tocal
government  and  even got to the  llouse  of  Commons™
Mr. Bardess, who had come as a mining engrineer from the Forest
of Deasi. continues in g letter: * The Tact 15 [ can always thank
Wigan for the great thing it did in my life. 1 was faicly well set
upon another carcer in which 1 had good prospects, but the
generous reception, the hearty iviendliness, ol above al) the lively
Methadism aned the eager welcame it gave te my vouthiul efforts
as a preacher, went straight o my beart and coustituted such a
clear call 1o the Ministry that 1 lefi all and Tollowed,  Lots <of
those iriends must pow Le dead, but a few will remember and
I shouikd like my little tribute 1o be waorked in somewhere in the
history at the 130th  Nuniversary.”

In 1894 G. A. Telier first became Superintendent with FHenry
Farr. He had, however, joined the school soon after his arrival
in 1884, il so his actual ferm of service is nearly Afty yvears—not
ont! K. Tickle, who joined him in office in 1911, rejoined him in
1928 and now shares with him the honour of Superintendency in
this great vear of the Ter-]Jubilee, with ). Gillibrand as General
Secretary,

1. R. Dawson, J.P., and his nephew, K. 11 Dawson, hecame
Superintendents in 1914: W, H. Rushton and W. Tl Moocficld in
1922; C. Yates and 8. K. Moorfield, M.Sc., in 1926,

In conclusion, our Church for 88 vears has been engaged in
Dav School and in order to include a briei record of the Day
School this chapter must now cend. In the history of the Wigan
Woesley Circuit and of its schoul there is a mine of unworked
guld--:zq wealth of information and inspiration—which it is hoped
may gradually be converted into current com.
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PEMBERTON GIRL'S ROMANTIC CAREER.

FROM PIT BROW LASSIE TO LADY DOCTOR.

By Kok perns~iars af the  Wigan Observer.™)

Dr. MARY TOMLINSON, M.B.. Ch.B.
Our “ Living Link " with [ndia

“he Tooes,” of September 19, 1930, contaned this notice .—
CAREER OF WOMAN MEDICAL MISSIONARY.

Dre. Marey Tomdinson, M. B, Ch.l3,, is sailing from Englimd o-day 10 take
up medical missioniry work ar Madras, bdia  She will wark under the
supervision of the Wotens' Department of the Wesleyan Metbadist Mission-
ary Socicty, Do Tomlinsen, whe was ceducated w1 s elomentary school,
worked ag @ wenvine-shed hand 2t a Wigan mill and then at the pit-head at
e Pemberion Collicvies, Wigan, At the age of 20 she decided 1o enter the
mrsingg profession, snd worked at a0 Walsall children's hospit; [, and 1
Aucoats Hospital, Manchester. Thenee she proceeded 1o Birminghaos Univer-
ditv, where she graduated M5, ClB., at the Christns examinations last
vear. After heing for six mouths house surgeon at the Rirminghany Chikd-
rew's Flospital, D, Tomlinsen voluuieered for work at Madras,

De. Tomlimson was a scholar in our Goose Green Schoul, one of the
earliest branches of the Bock-i"-th-Vine Sunday School,
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A BRIEF RECORD

Wesleyan Day Schools,
WIGAN,

1845-1933.

1.—The Orvigin.
11.—The Management.

H1.—The Educational Record.
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THE WESLEYAN DAY SCHOOL.
Acknowledgments.

What are the sources of our information ¥ ‘T'hey
are chiefly the School Records, especially the Loy
Books, Managers’ Minutes, and some  Circuit
papers.  Some additional material  has  been
1irnished by 1the Weslevan Education Offiee,
through the kindness of Dr. Harrison. Principal
of Westminster College.  Another source  of
mformation has been * the Minutes of the
Committee of Council on TFducation,” which
preceded the Board of Lducation, These annual
reports  arc  possessed by the Manchester
Reference Library, from the Arst issue in 1839
to 1928, and our indebtedness to the Public
Libraries in Wigan and in Manchester is con-
sidlerable. FFurther aid has heen given by many
iriends, and the Editor confesses that he “ has
athered gear by every wile that justified by
honour.”

The compiler 18 also grateiul to many who
have kindly secured the photographs which
ilMlustrate the text, but his chiel debt of gratitude
is tn one whn prefers to remain anonymous.




The Wesleyan Day School

1845—1933.

N 1810 the House of Commons found * that a very large number
of  children  were  whaolly  without means of  instruction.”™
Similarly, the Rev. B. Powell, Vicar of St. George's, Wigan, in
preaching in 1818 said * From my notes taken at the last Confirma-
tion [ find that o very large proportion oi the rising generation is
whatly unable o read. the proportion is rather more than one-
third. the numbers were 95 w 275" Such scanty  educational
provision as then existed was wholly voluntary and very few puor
children spent mure than two or three years ar school. Despite
their heroic celiorts the Sunday Schools could nwot cope with the
needs of the myriads of untaught children. Oue of the early acts
oi the Reform Parliament was a Vote ol £20,000 for school houses.
That wax in 1333, exactly 100 vears ago. A\ Standard llistory
states that A Commission in 1840 found people who had never
heard of Loondon, or of America, of Jesus Christ, or of Gad except
in an ouath, and 1 is reckoned that, of hoys and girls of 13 or 14,
hati could not read and nearty three-quarters could not write.™
I'he Wesleyan Conference of 1836, awake to the necds of the
age. appointed Willinm Atherton, of Lamberhead Green. and two
others to report on " our Sunday and other Schools.”  In conse-
quence, the Connexional Education Committee was established in
1838, and Conrerence in 1841 urged * thar all possible care and
cftort should be used in each District 1o promote the foundation
and success of weekday and infant schools.”™  Methodism prospered
rapdly anud i 1843 John Scott, 'resident of Conterence, proposc |
a scheme jor seven bundred new Diy Schaocls within seven vears,
and the greater part of this scheme was carvied into effect! = There
were giants in the land in those davs.” This great expansion wis
mspired and supported hy a growing desirc among Methodi~t
parents, fostered by the Weslevan Education Committee at We.t-
minster, jor betrer education—a desire still characteristic of
Methodisi parents.
The famous Matthew Arnold, H.M. [nspector of Schools, sun
of Dr. Thomas Arnold, the great Headmaster of Rugby. in his
* General Report on Scheols ™ Tor 1852, remarks:— i

“On the whole the Weslevan Schuols which [ have scen
must be considered as existing for the zake of the children of
iradesmen, of farmers, and of mechanics of the higher class.”

School attendance was then entirely voluntary and usually
ceased at the age of 11 or earlier, but referring to the Wesleyan ]
Schools of those davs, the recent Hadow Report (1926) on “ ﬁ!he !
Toducation of the Adolescent ™ states:—

“Phese parents were prepared o keep their children ;
longer at school. A considerable number of the pupils remained
arter the age of eleven, and in addition to reading. writing,
cvphering and Scripture lessons, received instruction in Ting-
lish granmimar, geography, history, clementary science, hygiene.
and singing. Some of the Wesleyan Schools in rural areas
had an agricultural bias with lessons in mensuration, land i
wurveying, book-keeping, and agriculture. Tn the same way, f
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somie ol the Weslevan Urban Schools had a slight comurercisl

bent.”

Matthew Arnold, in his report of 1830, commends the activity
of the Wesleyan Fducation Committee, and remarks: “ So long
as the present denominational system of schouls shall continue in
joree, there s no school svstem ta which T wish success mare
sinceredy than to theirs,”

The Wigan Circuit bax plaved a worthy part in this Nacdonal
Fadueation.  The first step was taken in the last Quarterly meeting
held in che vestry of the old Chapel in Buck-i'th-Vine Yard, on
3lst March, 1845, ‘I'he Rev. .. Posnett presidec: there were
present, Messrs,  Joseph  Meck, W. Altham, W. Melling.
T Howarth, \W. Yeomans, and W. Drown, and il was resolved
" that & Weslevan Day School be eatablished in Wigan” On 16th
Novemher. 1843, a collection was made * towards the expenses of
outhit for the Dayv School ™ and amounted (o Twenty pounds and
three pence.

The School had a humble heginnings and was literally an Infant
schaol, It began in 1845 in the vestries and other rooms of the
new Chapel which was opened in Standishgate on 23rd June, 1845,

Ann Ho Siddell, a young Alethodist cotton operative, last o
hindl o a0 machine accerdent and in order to help her she was
engaged as our first Teacher. She taught from 1848 to 1857, then
through the Kindlye aid of Me. AWilliam Melling, L., and others
she was sent for wraining o Westminster College.  She resumed
~school work in [838, and FLAT [nspector in [862 wrote that she
" has been emploved Tor the Jast 16 years and has done well under
many disadvantages.” Miss Siddell’'s Infant School was visited
on 3rd June, 1807, by the Rev. G. W. Olver, B.A., lather of our
present Superintendent, and through him we have a living link
with our Foundress.  In 1869 Miss Siddell opened a private Day
School in Greenough Street, in premises lent free by the Independ
ent Methodists.  Her full period in connection with the two
Mctbodist Churches was 30 vears: 1845—1831. No photograph of
Miss Siddell can be traced by her relatives but the pioneer work
of this one-handed teacher deserved our grateful recognition.

Amongst Miss Siddell’'s pupils in this * prehistoric ” schuel
{existing hefore the present schools were opened in 1856) were
three from Hindley. They were Martha, Thomas and John Royle,
who walked each day three miles from Hindley as in those davs
there was neither tram nor ‘bus. Martha became a pupil teacher
and  followed  Miss Siddedl o Westminster College  in 1802
Another pupil whe walked from his home o Brockwill Lane was
Samuel Mellings, som of Me. Williiun Mellbing, J.P.. then of the
[Haigh Foundry. Samuel lefe about 1884 for a private school in
Hallgate, where Mr. Henry lamb made this Nepoart of him:
A good Tietle pupil and T hope that something mav be made of
him D.V."  That hope has been fulfilled, Mr. Samuel Melling
hecame n fustice of the Dence nearly fifty vears ago (1885), and
ix now our Senior Rerough Magistrate.

I'he sehoal prospered and quickly outgrew the accommaodation,
In 1850 the management resolved to build new premises, o
reorganise the school. and to secure Governmient recognition and
assistance. ’
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A NEW BEGINNING.

A freehold site of 913 square yards in Dicconson Strect

opposite Standishgate Chapel was purchased lor £421, the deed
being exccuted on 12th May, 1850, between the Rt. Hon. Lord
Skelmersdale and another, and these fourtcen trustees:
Rev, T. Payvne (1813), james Martin (1780), Wm. Brown (1790),
William  Holt, William  Altham  (1809), Richard Christopher,
George Meek (1808), George Beswick, Wm. Melling, Senr., Joseph
Meek (1810), ‘I'homas IHowarth, fohn Meek (1811). William
Yeomans (1791), Robert Meek (1812).

The Crustees soon decided to proceed with the ercetion of
new Day and Sunday School premises, but some sturdy opponents
on 1the Sunday Schouol Commitiee would not agree to acceptl «
Government grant towards butlding, being feariul of State con-
trol.  On 17th March, 1852, Mr. P. F Riawson, Sunday School
Secretary  (Yather of Alderman W. . Rawson, Freeman of
Aecrington), sent the Day School Trustees a resolution ' that
this Mceling take no action on the proposed new Schools on the
present Trust Deed™  Despite continued opposition the Schonls
were opened e Japuary, 1830, but ~ the Split ™ on Sunday, 28th
September, 1850, bad as one of its chiel causes this dissension
aboutr the building o1 the Dicconson Strect Schaools, Many had
not approved of (he new Day Schools and it i= notable that the
Methodist Free Church, which they soen founded in King Strect,
did not establish a Day School. I'he Foundation Stune ol the New
School was laid on 30th May, 1855 and the School was opened
on 21st Janunary, 1850, 700 persons being present at the Tea which
followed the opening ceremony.

The building orniginally consisted ol two large rooms, two
class rooms, and the master's house. ‘I'he largest room (90-t. x
30-f1.) is the main room of the upper school; it was Atted. a1 the
strect end, with a large gallery from the Boor Jevel half-way to the
ceiling.  This gallery was replaced in 1883-4 hy the double cliss-
room, approached by the lower balcony. The second room (57-it.
x 24-i1) 18 the former infant school before the present classroom
was partitioned ofi. It had also a gallery for the so-catled
“ Gallery ” lessons. ‘T'he upper baicony and rthe wuwo adjeining
classrooms were built over the infants’ room in 1883-4, The
Master's house, at one ume used as a Aliuns=e, has been occupicdd
by the caretaker since 1902.

°  The pioneer in this Educational work was Mr. Joseph Meck.
.P.. a noted member of a great Methodist family many ol whom
were closely connected with Wigan Methodism. A briel note will
indicate something of the importance of this Methodist clan.
George (born 1806) and Joseph (1810) reached Wigan in June,
1830, and a vear later opened a drapery business. heir father.
the Rev. foseph Meek, came to Wigan as Minister Superintendert
in 1835, with his wile, the joyful mother of children ten sons and
one daughter.  Thetr fourth son, John (1811), after a few vears
as a tutor at Woodhouse Grove, joined his Dbrothers in Wigan
before launching out with Robert (1812) in a similar business in
Vacclesfield (their mother’s town) in 183?. Ge.urgc‘ Robert and
[ohn Meck also founded a wholesale business in Manchester in
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1R39, whilst Bonamin (born 1820) wnd Thomas (1822) began in
I'reston on 3rd August, 1844 “TThus began Tour large business
cstablishments o1l run by the Mceck brothers. ‘L'he spivit of thesc
men ix exempbicd in the 1wo yvoung drapees of Preston who
decided o devate the whole of the receipts of their Opening Day
o the Building Fund jor Standishgate Chapel. That noble pus-
pose caught che imagination of Prestom Methodists who rushed
buy as a6 to a Junmble Sale!

The Wigan Wesleyan Duy Schools may be regarded as a
memuorial of the zeal and generosity of the Meck samily i the
cause of Methadist education.  Joseph Meck was generously sup-
ported by hix brother wwd Dy his brother-in- Lo, William Atham
thorn 1809).  Joseph’s sons, George (born 1841, later a Sweden
borgian minister), Willlam Ombler (1843, (ater o Doctor in
Manchester), Joseph Herbert (1856, later a solicitor), and Bew
Owen (IR38, 4 veterinary surgeon), were also active promotess
oF managers of the Weslevan Day Schools in the Cireuwie.  All the
sons except the last named entered the Wigan business bat all
torsaok business in favour of other callmgs,

Atr. Joseph Meek, the recognized leuder and authority, was
irequently conssulted by Anglican and R.C. clergy as to proceduve
in establishing and managing their Day Schools, He was Depuey
Mavor of Wigan in 1864 and would have bhecome Chiel Magistrace
had not affliction caused him w retive. He sulfered Tor 10 years
from increasing rheumatism and was confined to o hath chair for
soame years hefore his death at Swinley Frall m 1883,

The following i= a =ummary of the Dutlding Account dated
1hding==

£ L

Subseriptions (in¢lusive of Messrs. il Flughes,
£00 from Messrs, Duilderns .oovene.. o 2080

Meck) ......... oo 1894 0. Scarisbrick, [sq., Tor
Government Grant, irom T P o PR e <. 2]

Comantittee of Council Wilzon  and  Fuller, for
for Edacation ......... 1044 plans ..ol Ry e« =XT)
Grant  frem Wesleyvan Furnishing ............ et 5

Iducation Committee 70

£3608 A 3008

\ Tablet wdorns the walls of Standishgate, and s inscribed:
“In loving memory ol Joseph Mecek, JLE.. who peaceiully entered
nto rest an the seventh of May, 885, in the seventy-sixth year of
his age. He was interred in the Wigan Cemetery. For maore thes
hali @ century he was identified with Weslevan Methadism in the
Wigan Circuit and by his dostering care and liberality greatly
helped its extension.  He lived an active and uxerul life beloved
and honeured by all glasses of lh_c cu_nulu}gnly. Fhe memory e
the just is blessed.”  Flas Methodism in Wigan known any figure
maore intluential in the heyvdey of his strcngth or mare pathetic in
the erippled weakness of his cl:using years? S

From 1845 1o 1903 (he Schodl \\';u-.go\'_urnctl‘l)_\- the loeal
Weslevan Aanager, under the Chairmanship of the Superintendent
Minister.  Por nearly sixty years these gentlemen, 10 addition 1,
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excreising a fostering oversight of the education, hore the entire
responsihilicy for the school buildings, for the schaool staff, and for
the nuniture and requisites, The income consisted of subscriptions,
schoal pence url government grants.
Fromy 18536 onwards the U'reasurers have heen -
Joseph Mueck, Henry Farr, Robert $3cesler, Oates Rushi o
|. 8 Read, and W. F. Rushion,

The Secretaries have been -
W, OL Meek, John Knight (38 vears), . R, Dawson, aiml
now his nephew, Ko FlL Dawson.

Fhe buikding of Weslevan schools was wiuch encouraged by
the Comumittee of Council far Fducation which preceded  che
Board of Education. That Committee wrote in E847 that it “hiul
great conbdence that in all thewr arrangements o the establish-
ment of schools in connexion with their comgregatioms the Wes-
lcvan IKducation Committee will rejoice to become the instrument
of dilfusing hberally the great benetts of Christan civilization o
thae Targe part of Hler Majesty's subjects on whose welfare they
have hitherto exerted so large an influence.”  One example of how
the seven other Circuit schools came intes being may now he given.
Lamberhead Green quickly Jollowing Wigan opened her first
Weslevan Day School i 1847, A low and dingy room ™ being
owgronwn " the Atherton Weslevan  School © was  opened i
December, 1838, and vamed 1o honour of the late William Atherton.
ol the Green, who became President of the Conderence in 18460 )
died in 1850, Llis son, Siv W, Atherton, K.C., M., Attornen
General gave 200 gumeas, the Weslevan Education Commitree
made a grant, and the Government gave £084. In the previous
vear, thar of the Indian Mutiny, Hindley had built a Day Schouol.
and Aspull followed in 1859, Ince opened in 1867 and then in 1870,
in preparation for compulsory education, three more schools were
opened—Platt Bridge., Blackrod, and Newtown.  [Five of these
cght schools are still in active service theugh Hindley, Plait
Bridge and Newtown have heen closed. The Wigan Day Schuol
has thus rendered cighty-eight vears of service amd the Wigan
Circuit through its eight schools a 1otal of neo less than 488 vears,

THE NEW SCHOOL.
1856—1933.

The origin of the school wrd of its present huildings bas vy
been shown, and in this chapter we give a broad outline of 1he
arowth, life and management of the school, reserving for ihe
conchiling chapter a panoramic view of it~ educational work,

I'he New School in Dicconson Street opened 1n Januwary, 1830,
regoiced in heing © conducted by Janes “Taylor frony the Training
College at Westminster.” [t shoukd Dbe remembered that the
teachers of that day were nearly all untrained, poorly gquahified, and
miserably  pakl. “An luspectar of  Lancashire  schaals (184 )
deseribes the ways in which Masters sontght o eke out a livine,
“ AL two places (e nis1ers are weavers * hetween whiles " as they
call it ‘T'wo others had heen carried away suddenly, nothing loth,

51




2.

“ B "—Group

DAY SCHOOL JUNIOR DEPT.

g

Gaslell,

. Lrnest Hutehtoson,

['he
vs Langhoerue, Beryl

, Stanley

"itehiord,

=

=

< =

- :-i’
o' =

S

-

- =
o0 o %
EEE T

:K.

S - =

=T

= 7

4

=
-
S
L7 A
e )
2 = =

- <
s i w3
= _==92.,9_ =
el o S o =3 -7
*-'ool::': ==
N B S o =
| =283~ ~ 5
2 oo Pr | T
Ce SE7 = 52
oty FrRa .z
XZaTzoz =
+d o = ] =
- O g 23
'I,,..— O~ ‘/Z
= e TS

A\ Latha, Miake M, Wilcoack

Miss

\White

\

Miss

Teachers



by surveyors for railways at the irresistible bait of two guincas per
day. Others are parish clerks, sextons, organists, postmasters,
registrars, lecturers at mechanics’ institutes, two are farmers, one
a brewer, another has a druggist’s shop, and all for the same
a brewer, another has a druggist’s shop, and all for the same
reason—that they can hardly live by their scholastic labour.” TIn
thoxe * good old davs * there was no Burnham scale!

This new School had Departments tor Bovs and Girls. The
pupils paid 4d. per weck, and the Tafants, under Miss Siddell, paid
2d, and 3d. Probably those who paid the smaller sum paid * for
reading only.”  One carly school adverdsed in a Wigan newspaper
“them (hat Jarns numnpers ™ pay two pence extra!  Apparentiyv
that school did not spectalise in grammar or spelling. In com-
parison with this, our School was “well away ™ to use & good
Lanciashire phrase.  An Industrial Department was established in
this opening vear for Juvenile warkers i mines and factortes, and
the teaching was severcly atlitarim  mintng labouwr with learn-
. A\ Notice on the Civcuit Quarterly PMlan of October, 1830,
expiaing that A Commitiee of ladies regularly visit the Day
Schools 1o superintend the plun sewing, knitting, e(¢., in e
Tindustrial Department, We also nate with interest that " a class
ior the instruction of young persons in various branches of
domestiic cconomy is held in one of the classrooms every Thursday
cvening a1 7-30 conducted by Myres, Gardner.” Even at its start
m IS0 our school was very up-to-date

William Bovd, fane Rimmer, Blen Smith, ST Lbdker, John Xan,
Yes, Wasnwright, My Wamrerght, Miss Dinvand, el ehiree " leetle © “Feachers,

To many the happiest days at school are the holidays! Stolen
waters are sweet, and a stolen Ilollday"1._i delicious.  Does that
expliin why on * Wigan TFair Monday ™ in fune, 1867, only six
pupils attended school, and only three on “ August Mun}h‘:}' ol
Old folks will remember that betore the Tstitutlon of St.
Lubbock’s Day ™ in 1872, “ August Mondays™ were devoted ta
Aliners” Processions,  On 29th May, 1873, the school broke up for
the Midsummer helidays for two weeks, Iolidays were very short
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as otherwise the teachers would have lost their weekly pence!
The holiday s that yvear commenced early as the Prince and Princess
of Wales were to apen the Roval Albert Lidward Infvmary on 1th
Juue. A great platform was erecied around Standishgate Chapel
and our scholars enjoyed o splendid view of the future King
Fdward V1T, and Queen Alexandra.  About chat time ™ a little
unpleasiaiiness occwreed jn consequence of a bov having lost his
cap suppescd to have been stolen by some other child.” I« this the
orgnn en © the hatless brigade ™ in Wigan ? Fighting was commoner
then thun now and * Thomax Halton was severely hurt through
heing set to fight a boy (rem the big school.”  And cven the
Headmasier (Thomas Wainwright) was “annoved by a quantizy
of sand being thrown through a broken window " (% <av 10 with
sand ! 7). e could, however, defend himscll.  For example, he
“admitted several young children who gave a good deal of troul e
all week.” He then adds that he " gave a Natural History lesson
on Monkeys "t A Jovely tit-for-tat?  Our sympathies are, how
cver, with the pupils when one day " attendance was poor owing
to the arrival of a circus in town.”  Any child who ¢chose o attend
schoob that day was surely mentally deficient!  On another happ:s
occasion My W, O, Meek visited the lofants and promised
oranges and buns on the day when the school broke up. A Jew
davs later an astonished teacher found “ sixtyv-one children present,
the greatest number § have cver had.” A delightful example of
cause and eftect!

Miss Mary ], Dimond (1867-1874) . whao tollowed Miss Sicdeil
as Headmistress of the Infunts’ School, records her difficulties in
regards to Monitors or “little teachers " (as they were called).
There were children wunder 13, usually girds, who were really
“wminders “ of younger children and were paid a shilling a week,
We read these notes regarding them in successive years: " T0, ]
Bertic minded the litdde ones,” © School out of order (hrough the
ithsence of monitress sutiering from a sore eve.”  iscipline was
chviously cheap in those diys at oue shilling per week. ™ Re-opened
school without a menitor, Lily ['edlev who suited us well having
wone (o the Sewing Machine. [t s difficult to keep monitors for
when (hey reach the age of ahouat 13 they are able to earn more
at other kinds of work.”  And again, “ Elizabeth Hodgson who bas
siited us very well informed me that she was going 1o work at
the factory.” .

Another = linle wecher ™ at a later date, Jessic Smith, has
confessed 1 simply loved teaching and was sorry when home
time came.  Wasn'l it a shame not to give me a proper chinee,
for | taught in scheol and had to acquive Standard \ N\ L. and
VL work at night? 1 taught at Lm_nbcr!}c:n:[(}rcyn_hchm-l ulmu't_
1wo yvears wnl then retwrned to \_\-"lg:m; I"his = lltt!c teacher
beeame a Class Leader and the fivst Wesley Guild Secretary
Wigan. Romance was now waiing 1or _[cssxc_ vound th::lncxt
corner.  Fler parents had heen mayrnecl in Standishgate the home
of many rennances.  Their six childreen were all schalars m\.lA!Ie
Dav School, and all, two sons and jour daughters, including_Jessie,
e wreied in Standishgate.  She s now Mrs. William Tait, of
were mareied in dtandishgal D. D. Tait, M.A., who, like
Sheflicld, and the mother of the Rev. D. D Aait, M.A,, o ke
hix mother., was baptized in sStancishgate.
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Ll Waterloo was won upon the playing fields of Eton, why was
our school so slow to develop athletic prowess? One would like
to know who frst inwroduced drifl, clubs, dambbells, and wands,
but on such matters the Log Book is as inscrutable as the Sphinx.
In regard 10 Sport, the school needed a brushing up. A new
broom sweeps clean and in
1895  the incoming Head
Master,  Mvr.  [Fllingham
(amongst other advances)
whisked his hoys into the
Swimming Baths! Tle had
later the joy of secing some
of them emerge as members
of Wigan's tamous water
polo team.

‘The scholars from (1880 to
the Great Wir always num-
bered over S00 and the
playgrounds  were  quite
madequate.  Did  the lads
take to the water hecause of
the scarcity of land? There
is, however, some vacant JESSIE SMITH (Mrs. \W. Tai, of Sheffield)
space |)Ehin(] the (_.»hil])cl Jln(l JOSENH SMUTH. Locat Preacher, .5, Veacher
when  the use oif this
was granted to the schoeol it proved as Dbenchicial as a new
lung.  Mre. Fillingham  also organised inter-school matches of
cricket anr foothall and saw the school enter (and exit!) in the
final for the “ Gaskell” Cup in 1901. Some eight vears later the
School bad an unbeaten Rugger team which won the cup, medals,
watches and chains, presented by the Wigan Rugby Club.  This
triumph was repeated about two seasons later. Old boys have
a bvely remembrance of football chrills on the Mesnes and at the
Central Park, and of c¢ricket on Whitley Fields—our Eton playing
fields!

Many social events must be omitted, but not two Gala Days
in February, 1910. ‘The sentor boys and girls gave a stage per-
formance of “ As you like it,” followed by a School Concert, in aid
oi the Mayor's Million Sixpences Fund. ‘The Mayor, Alderman
8. Wood, LT, an * Old Boy,” graced the occasion with his presence.
So many were wunable to gamn admission that the concert was
repeated the next evening, and again with great benefit ta the
Mavor's Infirmary Fund. ; )

" Alderman Wood, J.P., had the distinction of being Mayor for
four consccutive years (1907—1910), an honour gmntcd to only
one other Mayor.” ‘I'o him is largely due the building of the Out-
Patient Department of the R.A.E. Tnfirmary. Our School is
rightly proud of counting hinmy amongst its alumni. v }

Daring the Great War (1914-1918) the School did “ business
as usual ” under the quiet yetr very effective and scholarly
guidance of Mr. Wormell. Difficulties abounded, some due to
the absence through the war of all men teachers except the
Headmaster, others due to the growing defects of the premises.




These difficulties continued into the reign of Arthur Cowling, an
undaunted spirit, who held the fort for the next ten years (1917-
1927). On April 19, 1918, Mr. Cowling wrote in his Log book,
“ A Tank is visiting Wigan in order to encourage local investments
in the War Loun. Our children have taken up the matter with
enthusiasm. During the week we have raised £1,331 7s. Od.”
This money was paid over at the Tank in the Market Place.
Many of the old scholars offered themselves for war services,
and ten of these “ gave the most that man can give—life itself.”
For God,
For King and Country,
IFor loved ones, home, and empire,
TFor Lthe sacred cause of |ustice and
the freedom of the world.”

. Allen Lieut. Fred Navlor, B.A.

Philip H. Ascroft Harold Smith

T. Halliwell 1. O. Wal

A. Hilton . Wall

Arnold Melling A. West
MANAGEMENT.,

A note must now he made in regard to the management of the
School. ‘'he Day School of 1845 and its successor of 1850 were
é(:\‘ernetl by a D.S. Committee, similar to the much older S.5.
ommittee. The original S.8. had established and administere.]
branch schools in Goose Green and other places.  Similarly, when
a demand arose for a Wesleyan Day Cchool the Wigan Managers
accepted responsibility for schoal after school and added repre-
sentatives of cach new school to the Wigan Committee. Thus the
local Committee became a Circuit [ducation Committee and
governed all the day schools. On major questions ol policy and
finance this Committee was advised by the Conuexional Secretary
at Wesuninster.  These Circuit Managers were very active il
met about ix times each year; tor example, their 918t meeting
was held on November 2lst, 1870, Such zeal in promoting schools
deserves vecognition in view of the heavy hnancial cost which
thexy voluntarily incurred. The accounts of the five older schools
for two vears about this pertod—I1870-2- -show that 66 per cent. of
the expenditures (omitting all Trust items) was met locally an’l
34 per cent. by Government grants. In the Wigan school the
proportion was 76 and 24 per cent. ‘These lacts show the gener-
osity of the Methodists oi that day in the voluntary support f
their schools. The managers, practical business men, lelieved
deeply both in refigion and in cducation and :«n_lgl'lt e Lo serve the
present age.” ‘Ihus in 1871 they held a great six days’ Bazaar to
raise £700 for Dav School and Circuit purposes. ‘The Mayor,
Mr. Nathanael Eckersley, J.I., who opened the Ba;:_zun-, gave clc:u.'
reason for the zeal of the managers when he affirmed * [ miy
safely assert that fully one quarter of the people in our neigh-
hourhood are being brm’t’ght up in ignorance and without much, it
any 2 of God. ! i "
'm""ll'(ll::“::’:dcgr‘- s)pirit of these managers was "“:"."_"“_t‘-' By their
D ) 5 Meek, 1.P.; W. O. Meek (his con); John
secretaries— Joseph 1 o o
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Rmght: . R. Dawson, J.I°. These men each ran a great race
andl like the runners cach handed on the Lamp of Life.

In 1833, whilst the school was being built, ** there came a man
sent rrom God whose weme was fohn "——John Knight.  Originally
irom Leondon. he favished almost filty years of service upon Wigan
Methodism. O * manly and striking presence, strong personalits
and nability of spirit,” he excelled as a preacher and class leader,
But his greatest service was to Fdueation.  John Knight became
a zeatous member of the old Wigan School Board, a Manager, and
then Seoretary of owr Circuit Falucation Committee.  He was
dway= an advocate of progress and efficiency, and was called ** The
Nestor of alie Day Schools ™ i consideratton of his ripe experi-
ences anel mellow character.

In his case. as in that of other men, his work prevailed
because his wife and family sustained his hands, even as [srael
prevatbed swhen Aaron and BHur staved up the hands of Moses.
Ars. Knight and her three daughters cocoperated with him and
didk vabant work for Day and sSundav Schools.

The Headmaster's (Mro W, O, Filliogham) Log Book on
December 19th, 1905, thus refers to the passing of Mr. Knight:

“Tuis with intense sorrow and regret that we have i
record the death of Mo John Knight tast evening, jor 38 vears
the Corvespondent, anil for years before that a Manager of
this schooll  Fle was the most Ireqguent visitor to the schaol
and alway s mamifested the deepest interest in the progress ansd
weliure of the childeen, and i the work of the teachers. The
school has sustained irreparable loss by his decease.”

shortly  befare the death of Ar, Knight, the EFducation
(Balfour) Act of 1902 had set up FLocal Fducation Authorities to
like over the Voluntary =chools.  [n 1903 ours thus beecame &
“ Non-Provided " school, “I'h¢ new Committee consisted ol four
Faundation Managers (Weslevans) and twoe Council or Repre-
sentative Managers appointed by the Baavd of liducation.  ‘The
Weslevan Managers were the Rev, A Fo Barley, Superintendent
and Chairman. John Knight, Secretary, ]. S, Read, Treasurer, ans!
F. R. Dawson, “i“herr colleagues, the two Council Minmagers, were
Henry Briecley, B.AL LD, Registrir of Wigan County Court
ad Chairman  of  Wigan  Higher Education  Commitiee, anl
Councillor 5. Taylor, J.I%

From 1007 the Managers had  difheulty in satisfving  the
requirements of the Board of [Sdacation. The Board urged that
extensive repairs and alterations be effected, but the Managers
demurred to demands which they decmed to be excessive. Beloce
a setlement was reached the War hroke out and mitters remained
in abevance. At length, o January, 1924, ajter varivus interviews
the Board of Education sent an ultimatum tlgrcalcmqg " to with-
draw  their recogmition in view of the serious defects ol the
premises,”  Thus after sixiy-eight yvears of service the school was
hlacklisted!

The Managers accepted the challenge and sent two sharp.
shooters—-|. 8. Read (‘I'reasurer) and R. Il. Dawson (Secretary)—

B amd 1933 the dollowving  kive served  zuccessively  as  Counwil

© Pootwme:  Iter wen > 1 Mix i celise), Mr. SV, Riwcliff
N G § K sy, Misn Heth Ellis (novelice), . . Rivwcliffe
Mamgers Mg Brpam: 30 3 Fekinail. Rer. 1.t M. Jabnson, Councilor’ T, Clarke,

11, Connesllor Muss I MeAvoy, 1%
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SOME HEAD TEACHERS and TWO SECRETARIES

Phos,  Waiowright. Marianne Scarlett John  Knigh,
[l g sTigh (Mrs, J. Rylands). Scerctary,
2 X H : Alice R C L Fo Dawson, [P
C Q. Fillingham, Alice R. Burnet R.F. Dawson, P,
h: i {Mrs. Church). Seerctary
T. W, Wormell Marie Swart Arthur Cowling

(Mrs. Moss)



te London (o engage the Board in battle royal. T'he Wigan
Director of Education were summoned to London to attend the
iray.  On reaching the Board-room the two managers deployved
into position, joined by the Wesleyan Scerctary for Education,
the Rev. H. B Workman, M AL, D.Lit, D)., a very big gan!
Dre. Workman opened with a barrage great in range, in accuriwy,
and in weight of metal,  An armistice was soon suggested, and «
hippy compromise was reached. The Board consented to continne
to recognise the School if certatn abterations and repairs were
made, and certein tacilities were granted by the Managers.

The year 1927 brought further administrative changes which
vitally aftected our school in common with many others in the
twn. The * Hadow Report ” had urged the transicr of all child-
ren ol 1T and upwards o specially equipped Senior Schonks.
ln 1927 the Wigan Educition Committee opencd the Whelley
Central School under the Head AMastership of Me W, O, Filling-
ham, our Headmaster {8935-1912. In that vear all our Senior
scholars moved to Whelley and did so cach subsequent vears on
attming the age of 11 unul the new Gidlow Senior School was
opened at Faster, 1932, Ouwr school thereby became 2 Junior
School under the Headship of Miss Latham, whose service dated
from 1915,

Mceanwhile, repairs and improvements had been carried out
year atter vear unul nally the Board of FEducation wrote that the
schoal was now " removed from the st of schools with defective
premises and will in future be recognised as providing acconimo-
dation for 220 junior Mixed and Enfant children.”

The present Managers are Rev. Go W, Olver (Charmany,
k. 1 Dawson (Secrctary), W, . Rushton (‘I'reasurer), and G, .\
Telfer, with Councillor A. Clarke and Councillor Mrs. 15 Ashurst,

III.—_THE EDUCATION RECORD.

The educational records of the school prior (o 1869 are scaniy
and contain little of outstanding interest.  I'he reports show that
from it joundation in 1836 the capitation granis were small, and
the condition of the school remained ™ substantially unchanged.”
i other words, the school was marking time.,

The coming of Mr. Thomas Wainwright i 189 marks the
beginning of an era of high merit and achievement which con-
tinues to the present dayv. The Government [nspector of 1809
reparted regarding his Mixed School of 110 seholars:—"T'he con-
dition of this school is much improved since the last inspection.
I'he promise then made of increased activity and efficiency in the
management of the school has been julfilled. The new Commities
has commenced a vigorous and  effective adminiztration, the
attendance of the schalars s increasing, and the new master 1»
working wetl and there is a marked improvement in most respecis
<ince the last examination.” :

Two vears later the pupils had increased by hfty per cent, and
the Inspector wrote :—* This school is deserving of the highest
commendation. Tts discipline and instruction display all the marks
of a careiul and competent master’s hand,  The boys passed with
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great success and there was pleasing evidence of the attention that
1= paid to higherv instruction.”

During the seventies the average attendance rose steadily ior
the whole schoul from 133 in 1869 to 283 in 1879, The growth awd
popularity of the <chaol arce indicated by the numbers on the roll
tn eich decade since 1870 .

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930
230 338 332 47 3060 30+ 189
CThe peak year was 1900, when there were 617 names on the
register.  The registers of the first decide of this century show
that scholars came from Feclestsm, Chorlev, Stundish, Cathurst,
Appley Bridge, Parbold, Newbhurgh, Haigh! Aspull, New Springs,
Ince, Hindley, 'emberton, and Orrell. ‘

TEACHERS, 1900.

PBack Row (left to right—W. S, Fairbrother (M. Sc)), Miss Eleanor Ross
(Lamberhead Green), Miss Mears, Mize Passiield, Miss Sinith, Miss
Rippon {new ULS.AL), Mr. Brigges (Coppull).

Middle Row—-Miss May Ryder, Miss Faichurst, Mrs. WO O Fillinghamn, Mr.
AW O, Fillinggduun, Miss Collin, Misz G0 A Knight

From—Miss £$Me Marsden, Miss Mahel Nait,

Since 1869, for upwards of 00 years, the school has consist-
ently mamtained a high standard, attested by the following briel
extracts irom the Inspector's Reports touching a wide vaviety of
points :—

[875—Good order and industry prevails, good moral influence,

teaching very careful, instruction sound and successful.
1876-—Tincouraging success in a wider examination.

1882-— A n excellent examination, condition highly praisesorthyv.
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1820—Work  intelliggent  and - thoroughly  satisfaciory - all

1L\|lut

1887—Lully miintains its high standard of efliciency,

18890—"Laught with encrgy, intelligence, and general success.

1805—Very good tll>¢.1|.ulll1c, highly  successiul methods o

teaching, work neat and very accurate.

In this vear (1893) Mr. Wainwright retired, having servail
with great distinction and devotion for over 26 vears. What Arnok|
was to Rugby, Wainwright was to Wigan ‘-,chnnl

“ Gor calls aw iy [lis w orkmen, but He carries on His work”
And in evidence ol this we read that the school in 1898, three vears
later, “ ranks with the best in the district for ul\ilt'ul and successful
u-:u.hmg n o more than average range of subjects.”

It remaimed in 1900—" [n cvery way an excellent school ™

In 1801 (.M. Inspector’s notes)—" Well selected course of
instruction given with thoroughly <uccessiuel results,
Discipline and tone deserve much praise.”

In 1907 the Annual Reports ceasced, and closed on this hich
note—" Reached o high standard, work gencerally
exceptionally careful and accurate.”

The Circutt published a Monthly Magazine from  January.,
1907, 111l 1913, and in the issue of [une, 1907, i~ a page which
throws a floodlight on our schools, and especially upon the one
1w Wigan, The page is entitled

‘SPLENDID EDUCATIONAL SUCCESSES.

Plhie results of the recent examinations for llu‘_Junior Exlhibitions
awintted by the Conuty Council are remarkably creditable.  We give he
pactienlars below, and they speak for themselves.

*School. County Area, Awards.
(«) Standishgate Wigan Barough 9 out of 13 awarded
(h) Lambechead Greeon Area No. 9 1005 S asls o
(¢) Platt Bridge Hindley LR = T e
(1“ Ince Ince 3 "o 3 2
(e} Blackrod Arca No IS8 A e ) O o
(B Aspull ditto 2 i

The Wesleyan Schools have thus appropriated in all 36 ont of the 3%
tar 71 per cent.) Scholarships alloticd.  Such resulis are mmniseaki b
evidence of 1he cficiency of 1he cducational work in the Circuit Schools,
and re eloquent aestimony 1o ihe skill and devotion oi the teachess.
Enquiry shows, morcover, that they are the resulis of sjeady and con-
titgous clfort in ordinary class work, and are not duc (0 ceamming
methods and special coaching.  The Exhibitions are for four wears
approved Secondary  Scheols, with free (uitian, travelling, books, and

natintennnee, i requited.  The 1o1al maximen vidue of the 30 awirds ™~

estimated al £1,512,

*“ Wigan Grammar School Scholarships.—Standishgate has annexed
jousr sehalaeships omt of those awarded 1o Schools of Wigkn Boroush.
Phie snecessiul boxs are: Novman Stanky Hall, 2nd on whe list: Harold

C Footnote: The leadmasiers (07} vere () W, O Filingham, (b L Malyneus. o) R

Pickles, () H. Holt, (e) A, Rushion, () A, Cowling
t .\Ii~~“.\ Ra~s wiarried Dr, Win Nallough, M.1LO. (i ey
t Mr. (1 A, Mackenzie, M £, MUAL s now Sab Edite of 'Ilw Teuchers” Warld.™




Stpart Rimmer, 3rd; Thomas Henry Walker, 4th; and DPhilip Haroll
Ascroie, 10th. Norman Hall is the fourth brother 1o abtain this distinction
a Standishgate.

Distinctions for Pupil Teachers.—-In the Board of Education s
Examimitions for the Pl Preliminary Cerlificate, TMiss Agnes Ross
{Staudishigate School) heads the list of 101 successful candidates with
*distinctions ' in five out of the six subjcets taken, the next highest being
that of Mr. Perey H. Holgate, of Hindley, with four distinclions, while
the tlird highest place is held by Miss Grace Jlames (a tecacher in
Standishgale School) with three distinctions. $Mr, Donald A Mackeworie
{Standishiate) also bhad distinchions in three subjects.”

The School has a proud record of  Scholarships,” for during
the past thirty-five years—1898-1932—no less than 343 scholarships
have heen awarded. The winners proceeded jor Higher Education
10 the Wigan Grammar School, Girls’ High School, Wigan Mining
and Technical College, Ashton Grammar School, or the Bolwn
Secondary School. Some proceeded further to the Universities, by
means of the * Powell,” Borough, and State University Scholar-
ships,

Not all, however, won such awards, for we read in the lLog
Book “ ——'s father called to object to any punishment what-
ever being inflicted upon his child. He stated the child, a clever
child, must not be punished at all but simply left to work at her
own inclination.” This is the sequel—the child did not win a
scholarship; the father was disgusted; and the mother declaimed
“1'm having my way with the second child!”

The recent administrative changes have, as we have seen.
restricted the scope and area of the school’s activities, vet it amply
maintains its high moral character and its long tradition of
ethciency and continues to send its full quota of well prepared pupils
to higher schools. The quality of the school to-day is shown in
this pleasing picture in the Tnspector’s Report of 1932—" Very well
conducted ; children of good type; on excellent terms with thew
teachers: behaviour natural, friendly. and pleasant; attainments
good ; subjects well taught.”
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EPILOGUE.

Standisbhgate.
Our Mother Church! Our Mother Schoois!

T'u us she has bequeathed a noble heritage. We luve to recall
her humble beginnings in the Buck-i-th™-Vine Yard: to retrace her
chequered history ;Lo restore her vanished gencrations of preachers,
teachers, and people. We love to linger on the names of those
known and wiknown 1o us (¢ Unknown and vet Well Known ™).,
who lived and died in the holyv service of our Mother Church.

Standishgate with her daughger Churches and Schools bas
ispired the faith and lit the winds of multitudes.  She stands a
monument ol the carnest and loviug devotion of many  not
mentioned here but whose names are written in the Book of Lije

The history of our Sunday School s incomplete. These one
hundred and filty vears are but a prelude. God's work is stiil
awaiting us.  This record stops in mid-career.

Our Day Schoal has also a great history and a great tradition,
Fer future i= in the hands of God.  We Ly hare her record without
~hame and with an honest pride.

For the [Past Thankfulness.
For the Present-——Faithfulness.
I'or  the  TFuture Confidence.

“The hest of all is. God is zorth us”

0Hid
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The Original School, 1846—1856:

DAY SCHOOL HEAD TEACHERS.

The New School, 1856—1865:

Bovs" Dept. vooiiviieniiiiiieiiniannian. James Tavlor.
Girls” Dept, ...... M. R, Raxter and Ellen Martin.
Infants” Dept. .....cccovveeevvvnee.... Ann Fi. Siddell.

Mixed Department:

Charles Gatenby ............................ 1865——1867
Arthur G. Talbot «ccoocveiiiiiiinneennn.. 1867—1868
Thomas Wainwright _.........oooevvvens. 1869—1395
W. 0. Fillinghamy .......................... 18951912
SN el . e 19t3—1917
Anthnr Cowling ...oooooiieiiiinininenna.. 19171927

Infants’ Department:

Mary J. Bimond ..o 1867 —1873
Marnianne Scarlett ........ooeeiiiiianen... 1874—1879
Heten McNeil .............. oo e RN 18801883
M. Stuart (Mrs. Moss) ..........oove.... 1883—1891
A. R Burnet (Mrs. Chureh) ............ 1891—1900
Eleanor Pasfield ...cocovievivnniieiianenn, 19001902
Catherine White .......oooiviiiininnn.. 1902—1915
RIS (EEE Contar i SO S 1915—-1927

“ Junior ” School:

IHeadmistress: Nellie Latham .................. 1927

Miss Latham became Head oi the re-organised
Junior Schaol in 1927, following Mr. Cowling’s
retirement. ller service dates therefore from 1915
to the present time.

Ann H. Siddell.



CAREERS.

Anabysis of the careers of pupils who, with a few exceptions,

were pupils 18951920, “I'he list includes 46 University Graduates,
viz.,

B.AL 19; MLA, 4; B.Se., YU Mose., 5: ALBB.Ch., 7; LB
Pha). 1: Accountaney, 4: Banking and [nsurance, 17: The
Church, 8 (Methodist 3, C. i [5, 4. (.»ngrc‘dumml by ; Chval Service.
7; Local Government, 9; Comamerce and [ndustey, 11; Directars
and Principals; also many Managers, ete.; Doctors of Medicine, 73
Dentists (1.13.8), 3

I'rimary Schools:
Head Masters, bz Head Mistresscs. (7 \sst,
, Misters, 12 Asst Alistresses. 42,

Sceomdary Schools:

Lducation, 88 7 jleqd Masters. 4, Asst Masters. ¥: Asst
AMistresses, 100

Training College Lecturers, 2. )
— gl 5%

Other teachers known prior e 1895 ... ... 20

Engineering, 3 I’Imrm.u\‘ 3: Law. 3 () DBuarrister, K.C., ex-
ALP.: 1T Town Clerk- Town Clerk, L.L.B.. O.B.E.. Freeman of
Wi ‘m) librarians, 2 (2 Chicefs of Public Libraries) ; The Press, 4
(2 (_Inel' Repouters 2 Assistant Fditors); Scientific Research, 4
(2 M.Sc.. 2 P.Sc. Hons).

3
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APPENDIX.

NOW praise we great and famous men,
The fathers, named in story;

And praise the Lord \WWho now as then
Reveals in man Flis glory.

Prajse we the wise and brave and sorong,
Who graced their generation :

Who helped the right, and lought the wrong,
And made our folk a natiom.

Praise we the peaceful men of skill
Who Luilded homes of heauty,
And. rich m art, made richer still
The brotherhood of duty.
Praise we the glorious names we know;
And i1hey-—whose names have perished,
Lost in the haze of long ago—
In silent love be cherished.

In peace their sacred ashes rest.
IFulfilled their day’s endeavour;

They blessed the earth. and they are blessed
Oi God and man ior ever.

So praise we great and faumous men,
The fathers, named in story;

And praise the Lord Who now as then
Reveals in man His glory.

—\Y, G, Tarcant.

The Committee of Management ior all the eight Dayv Schools
in the Wigan Gircuit, 1870:—

Rev, H. Oldicld, 32, Dicconson Street, Wigan  (buried in
Circuit Grave, Wigan Ct.mucl\ 1871) ; Rev. | Hammond, 1, L')pcr
Diccemson  Street; Jobhn Knight (9ccrctar\) \\f’.\llg(nc' Thos.
Charnock (Cmn'cnor), Wallgate: Thox. Dawson, 31, Stundishgate;
Wm. Altham, [I'reston (retired); James Kellett, Market Place:
Thas. Hall, Darlington Street; Flenry Farr, ’agclieltl: George
Rovile, Hindlev; W. Q. Meek, 17 and 19, Wallgate; Geo. Meck,
17 and 19, Wallgate; Joseph Meck, §.I°., Southport (temiporary)
AL H, Crossley, 31, AMarketr Street: Simeon Lord, Flope House,
Lower [Ince; I. I, Livesev. Lower Tnce; George Jackson, 82
Scholes; R. bu:-l<.\ 13 and 13, W allgate. S, ', Dowler, 70, Scholes
¢ Hltrﬂ'(.\s. \i.lrkel IPlace; Chas. White, Dltums(m Street: john
Yunng. Aspull; Jeremiah Rigby, .—\xpu]l 1T, Ashton, King Street;
M. Warthington, Ince: John Hartley, l.ullll)cr]\e.ld ‘Green; Chas,
Brown, Standishgate; Thas, lllclcwn_ ‘\e\\tm\n, Abraham Leord,
Dlatt I§r1<|gc John Ridyvard, Platt Bridge: John Ridvard, funr.,
). i - .

L l'lq] ]’_:;lf,g;;‘_n were added to the Committee between 1870 and
1903 :—S. 10(.(11” and Rattray (Blackrod), [oscph Wainwriglt,
{ohn Derbyshire, 1. Jones, (rluln ge ll’ll)Ck*"g Oates ]R“];h‘;;“; G%‘l’:k’t
dushton, Samuel ’\lcllmg .. labez Boggis, 1. Piegn OS
I'\Il:il]l:(l:r',n:l":. Boltem, 1Y, J. . Rovle, W. 1. Holker, G. A. Telfer,
Henry Farr, Junr
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ST, o’er these scenes my memory wakes,
And broods with more than miser’s care;
II\' ; > .
ime hut the impression deeper makes,

As streams their channels deeper wear.
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ARISE! for the day is passing
And vou lie dreaming on!

I'he others have buckled their armowr
And forth to the tight are gone:

A place in the ranks awaits you,
Each man has some part to play:

The Past and the Future are nothing

In the face of the stern T'o-Day!

A. PROCTOR.
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