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Pigtory of the Church and MWanor of {Uigan.

FParT II

OHN BRIDGEMAN was admitted to the rectory of Wigan
on the zist of January, 1615-16,

He was the eldest sun of Mr, Thomas Bridgeman of Greenway,
otherwise called Spyre Park, near Exeter, in the county of
Deven, and grandson of Mr. Edward Bridgeman, sheriff of the
city and county of Exeter for the year 1562-3.1

John Bridgeman was born at Exeter, in Cookrow Street, and
christened at the church of 5t. Petrok’s in that city, in the paro-
chial repister of which is the foliowing entry : “the seconde of
November, A.D. (577, John PBridgman, the son of Thomas
Bridgman, was baptized.”

' Bithop John Bridgeman is rightly described by Sic Peter Leyoester s Lhe son of
Mr, Thomas Bridgeman of Greenway, though Ormernd, in his Hirvery of Chekire,
who takes Leycester's Hisforiond Awitquities as the groundwork for his Sistery, erro-
pecusly calls him the son of Edward Bridgeman, and Ovmerod’s mistake has been
repeated by his lnter editor {Helsby's wd. vol. i, p. 99). My aothority for bis paren:-
ape is the Last that can be given, wiz, a seworandem in his own handwriting,
preserved among the [amily evidences al Weston.  The Loper, or momorandum book,
in which it oceors, is & M5 (marked No. 2} containing mech valonble olermatico,
Froto which a Jist of loans, contributivns aod subsidies, and also of ship money, paid by
the clergy of the diocese of Chester, between the years 1630 and 1635 inclusive, haa
been published in vol. xil. of the Record Society for Lancashize wnd Cheshire. The
Leger refers chiefly to matters between the years 1608 und 1641, apd contains more
than 500 iolic pages writteo in the minute and careful autograph of the bishop himsdl.
It is in @ good state of preservation, though a few of the wrly pages, containing tran-
scripls of deeds connected with his paternal inberitwnse at Spyre Park, are damaged
s partinlly corroded.  This is the volume which will be penerally referred to in this
memoir, under the title of ** Family Evidences,”" where it is not otherwise apecified.

BE


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

182 History of the Church and Manor of Wigan,

He commenced his college life at Oriel College, Oxford, from
whence he removed to 5t Peter's college, Cambridge. Anthony
4 Whood tells us that on 12th July, 1597, John Bridgeman, B.A.,
was incorporated at Oxford.?

He was elected a fellow of Magdalene college, Cambridge,
jrst October, 1590, having been proposed for election on 215t
May, 1508, as it was then the cnstom to pre-elect before a
vacancy actually occurred ; and the following entcy records his
election in the college books: “Ege Fohannes Bridgman admissus
St din perpetiirn Socium fufus Collegii pro domine fundatore in
locum quems nuper vesionavit Magisier Panluy Brudene tricesimo
primo Oetobris, AD, 1590.72

Having commenced M.A. at Cambridge, en 11th Aptil, 1600,
he was admitted ad asndens at Oxford an 4th July of the same
year.d He was ordained deacon and priest by Dr. Thomas Dove,
bishop of Peterborcugh, at Walden, 29th April, 1601, and quali-
fied as his chaplain on 2nd August, of the same¢ year* He
wias made university preacher on 1st July, 1603 ;% and in the
following year was preferred by his uncle, Mr. Jasper Bridgeman,
to the prebend of Carswell attached to St. Mary's chapel in the
castle of Exeter, to which he was admitted by Bishop Cotton on
20th February, 1803—4.%

It would seem that at this time he resided upen his lellowship
at Magdalene college, for on 18th May, 1604, 2 notice occurs in
the college books of his having leave of absence until the ensuing
Michaelmas, reserving to him the rights and profits of his fellow-
ship, dividend only excepted. This notice is signed by himsel{?

On 4th October, 1604, he was instituted to the rectory of North
Tawton, in Devonshire, void by the death of Christopher Cottle,
on the presentation of Mark Cottle, Ezq., and Richard Cottle,
his son and heir, dated on 2nd July of that year? Having now

© Faté Oxonienses.
* Lx /. Hou. and Rev. Latimer Neville, Master of Magdalenc college, Cambridge.
3 Fuetd Oromienren, ¥ol. i. p. 286, {4 Family Ewidences

5 Jfhid, S Register Colton 79 (DHoccsan Registry at Excter).
T Exfrf, Hon and Fey, L. Neville,
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accepted preferment in the church, he betrothed himself to his
future wife Elizabeth Helyar, though his marriage did not take
place till more than eighteen months afterwards,

At this time the bishop of Peterborough, who seems to have
been his constant friend, wrote 2 letter on his behaif to the Earl
of Suffolk,? then Lord Chamberlain, to ask preferment for him.
In this letter, which is dated from Peterborouph on 16th October,
1604, the bishop speaks of him as a fellow of Magdalene college,
Cambridge, and says ;: “He is an honest man, a good scholer, and
a rare preacher: this I doe report out of mine owne knowledge,
being well acquaynted bothe w'® the sufficiencie of his learning
and w the synceritie of his lyfe by the meanes of his domesticall
conversation wtt me."3

Shortly afterwards, namely on 13th October, 1604, he was
presented by King James L to the rectory of Lezant, in the
county of Cornwall4 and on the 215t of the same month to the
vicarage of Alvington, in the county of Devon,’ to which last he
was admitted on the 3rd of the fullowing Decembers In the
following vear he accepted a prebendal stall in the cathedral
church of Peterborough, to which he was collated on 13th Aprl,
16057 by his friend and patron Bishop Dove, with whom he
resided when at Peterborough.

He was made chaplain in ordinary to King James L. in
1605, he was sworn at Grafton,? and was in waiting at that
summer’s progress at Oxford.

1 Themas Howard, first baron Hownrd de Walden, crealed Exr] of Saffolk In 1oz,

* Reg. Cotton, folio S0, and Family Evidences.

3 Contemporury copy of origingl Jetter among Family Evidences,

* Family Evidencs, ! Rat, pat, 2 Jac L., part 4, memb. 27.

$ Exiaf. T. Wilkinsen, Fag.  As ne mention is made by Mr. Eridgernan, in bis
asconpts, of either Alvington or Leeant, it is probable thay he resignzd them both
before ©bof.

! L Meve's Fasti, and Brown Willis'y Swerey of Cafbadrals, yol. il po 516, To
both these he is entered na 5.T.P., but it should probably be 5.T.B., for b did not
take hiy doctor's degres LIl tHrz

¢ Family Evidenves., The King reached Grafiom, the seat of the Earl of Comber-
hard, on 1th Angnst, where he remeined four pights, and proceeded o Qzford on
the aoth (Michol's Propreue of Famer £, wol, i, p. 5a7).

'
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In the meantime, namely, on 2gth April, 1606, he married, in
Dunchideock church, Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. William Helyar,
archdeacon of Barnstaple, recter of Dunchideock and canon of
Exeter.?

Their eldest son, William Bridgeman, was born on qth February,
probably in his grandfather's house, at Dunchideock, where he
was baptized on 6th February, 1606-7. He died at Wigan in
the 10th year of his age, on the 26th of July, 16163 and was
buried on the following day in the chancel of Wigan parish
church.2

In the year %07 Mr. John Bridgeman was presented to the
vicarage of Heavitree, near Exeterd It is probable that at this
period of his life he resided at Exeter, for his second san Orlande
(afterwards Lord Chief Justice and Lord Keeper of the Great
Seal) was born there on 30th January, 1608-4, and baptized at
St. George's church in that city two days afterwards by Me. More,
the sponsors being Mr. Jasper Bridgeman (his great uncle), Mr,
Edward Gibbons, and Mrs. Elacot.s

On sth October of that year he left Exeter with his household
and took up his residence at Peterborongh, where he lodged at
first in the palace of the bishop, whom he paid for his diet at the
rate of £20 per anuton ; and on 28th October he was chosen by
the dean and chapter, receiver and treasurer of the cathedral
church of Peterborough. His third son, Dove, was born at Peter-
borough in the bishop’s palace on 2tst March, 160G-10, and
baptized in the cathedral on the 23rd of the same manth.

In 1610 he resigned the rectory of North Tawton and the

© f&A,  Tn Le Neve's For it is stated that William FHelliar (Helyar) vas eoilated
to the archdearonry of Barmsiaple 27th November, 1605, and died about the ¢od of
1645, aral. cifea, g, The date of his appointment to the canonry in Exeter cathedral
m nol given by Le Meve, but Naylor's promotion in 1S5E is said to be “ pive Willlam
Helyar.™ There had probably been no canon sppointed during the trooblous times
that followed upon his death until alter the Restoration. His wife's gravesionc in
Exeter cathedral digtinctly mentions his canonry.  She was the dsughter of Willinm
Cary, gent., of the Cockington Granch of that family.

* Family Evidences. 3 Wigan par. Reg. + Family Eridences. i Fhid,
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vicarage of Heavitree for the vicarage of Bexhill, in Sussex, to
which he was collated at Lambeth Palace, on Saturday, oth of
June, 1610, by Dr. Samuel Harsnet, bishop of Chichester.

The ceremonies of induction and reading-in were closely ob.
served in those days ; and after recording his collation to Bexhill,
he goes on to describe them, in thess words: “1 had been at Bex-
hills on Sunday befor, being 3 Furd, and then preached and read
the articles of a® 1562 ; and I was ther againe and was inducted,
and then after I read my said articles, on Friday the 39 of August
following in the forenoone, being then a litle befor inducted into
the church ther by Mr. Waper vicar of peterborow whom 1
carryed wib me purposely to induct me and witnes my reading
the articles, the clerk also, and churchwardens, and Mr. Rogers
curat being p'sent: and . . . 1 preached there and read my
articles the 39 tyme befor all the parish on Sunday the §th of
August, as is witnissed by subscription on the back side of the
bishop's mandar. ad inducendum.”

In 1611 he bonght himself a house at Peterborough, and on
26th August of that year he mentions in his diary that his mother
and his sister Lydia,! accompanied by his brother Thomas,
brought to him, from Exeter te Peterborough, his two elder
children, William and Orlando, whom he had left in the cave of
his mother at Exeter.  His fourth son, John, was born in his own
house at Peterborcugh on 3rd September of the same year.?

In 1611 he was a frequent preacher at Court by the King's
special appointment. He commenced Doctor of Divinity at
Cambridge on 6th July, 1612, having “c¢lerum’'d and kept his
Arns” in June. In July of the same year he was presented by his
Majesty to the donative of Gedney in Lincolnshire, but relin-
quished his title to it in favour of the Queen’s nominse—she having

! Lydin Bridgeman was afterwards married in or about 1615 to Dy, Seorge Snell,
srchdepcon of Chester,  Thomas Bridgeman wes afterwards rector of Alwallon, near
Peierharcugh, prebend of Karswell (in Exeter), of Bishepshill, in Lichheld, 1618-1823,
and deans of Wormall, in Cheshire, He died at Chesler in 1612

¥ Family Evidences,
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preferred a claim to the advowson and presented to it as belonging
to her jointure. His eldest daughter Elizabeth was born at Peter-
borough, November, 1612, but died in the following year; and
another child of the same name was born there in 1613, but died
in 1624. During the year 1613 Dr. Bridgeman was summoned
to preach several times before the King at Greenwich and White-
hall by his Majesty’s special command. In July of that year he
was collated to a prebend in Exeter Cathedral, on acceptance of
which he resigned the inferior prebend of Carswell in the castle
of Exeter ; and on 6th May, 1615, he was further elected a canon
residentiary of Exeter, on the death of Dr. Lawrence Bodley.
In this year his fifth son, Henry (afterwards dean of Chester and
bishop of Sodor and Man), was born at Peterborough, 22nd
October, and was christened on the Wednesday following, 25th
October, in the new font which had been “built” at Dr. Bridge-
man’s expense in the body of the Cathedral, “for before that tyme
they alwayes christened in a bason. This new font the BP of
Peterburgh, being attended wtt the Archdeacon and quire, who
fetched him wth procession to the font, singing the 84t psalme,
did then solemnly consecrat with a very pathetical prayer yt God
would blesse all those yt brought any to be baptized, &c. And
after he had so consecrated it,” Dr. Bridgeman’s son “was christ-
ened by Mr. Wager, the BP’s chaplen, and named Henry; Thomas,
Lord BP of peterb:and St Humfrey Orme, Knyght, being his
Godfathers, and Eliz. wife of Dr. Whaley, his Godmother.”t
This was the last year of Dr. Bridgeman'’s residence at Peter-
borough. His departure was deferrred somewhat longer than he
had intended, as we learn from the following entry in his diary :
“1 purposed to leave peterburgh and to goe to London and soe
to Exeter to dwell ther upon my canonry, but I fell dangerously
sick web held me till Christmas (1615), and then I left peterburgh
finally (nunguam rediturus), and went with my wief and family to
London, wher I was not a moneth er the King gave me the

* Family Evidences.
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parsonage of Wigan” He reached London on sth January,
16156, and was presented to the rectory of Wigan on the 17th
of the same month, which had become void by the sudden death
of Dr. Gerard Massie on the previous day? The King's letters
patent were directed, on account of the voidance of the ses of
Chester, to Teby {Matthew) archbishop of York, by whom Dr.
Bridgeman was instituted at Cawood Castle on the z1st of the
same month, and his first fruits were paid on 10th February
following.

Dr. Bridgeman resigned his prebendal stall at Peterborough,
where he also held the office of sub-dean, about Midsummer,
1616, having been previcusly collated by Bishop Overali, on 28th
May, 1616, to the prebend of Eccleshall in the cathedral church
of Lichfield. He purchased the lease of a house of residence at
Lichfield in that year; and on 17th November of the same year,
1618, he commenced his first month's residence on his canonry at
Exeter. He gave up the vicarage of Bexhill befere Christmas ;
and towards the clase of this year he received 2 summons from
the Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Pembroke, to prepare himsell
for attending the King in his intended progress to Scotland in the
following year, addressed to him at Wigan, and couched in the
following words :—

“ After my very harty comendacons: Wheras his Ma®™ is resolved
(ife please god) to make a jorney this next yeare into his kingdome of
Scotand, and hath given cémandement to be attended therein by some
of his chaplaines; amongst whom his Ma*¥ hath made speciall choice
of yo'self to be one ; These are therefore to pray and require you to
take notice thereof, and to prepare yotselfl both of necessaries for the
said jorney (w god willinge his Ma™ purpossth to begin the fifteenth
of March next comeinge}, as alsoe to provide yosell to preach hefore
his Ma'r soe often therein as it shall come to yo© turne.  But because
you are nowe at yo' Benefice in Lancashire and that it may be incen-
venjent for you te come to London—I leave it to yo' choice whether

= It has been siated at page 180, ou the authority of bishop Bridgemano, they Dr.
Massle died on the t7ih, but this is clearly inaccurate, and his present stnlement, which
agrees with Cymerod, is doukitless the correct ome.
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you will corae hither, or meete the co't at Yorke or Durham about
Easter next ; only faile not in the rest, and soe [ bidd you fare well, and
doe remaine
Vor very loving frend,
Pembroke.’
Court at Whitehall this
ao® of Dacember, 1618,

In a letter to Archbishop Laud, written by De, Bridgeman
many years later, viz,, in March 1638-9, when he was bishop of
Chester, he says that the first year's income which he received
from the rectory of Wigan, for the year ending at Christmas,
1616, amounted to £566 125 1d. A fuall statement of the account
is given in his private Leper as follows:

" RECEAVED QUT OF THE PARSONAGE OF WIGAN THE FIRST
YEAR | CAME TO IT, ENDING AT CHRISTMAS, 1616,
£ 5 4
Muy 18 Fmprimiz James Scott & Roger Brown
rec, for me and sent me out of the
demaynes ; for 41 kines grasse in the
deensyues maytes e . . 40 I1 O
perscn’smedow fo, they pd me for cw:ry acre of‘ pamuns
medow 50° {except one acre web John
hide had & payes me the rentall)
web came to ... . 24 7 6
Hall medow [, they layd me in 28 load of hay out nf
my hall medow worth 6 8d the load g 6 &

Eustet role pt of Wigan Easter

book £16 12 2
Ft.theyreceaved ptof Holland Easter 27 13 7

book L1 2 3
Ft. Wittm Wakefield and Wm Wicksted
receaved more of Easter role
Lambs i1. 1 receaved 37 lambs worth 3 thelambk 5 11 o

* Willism Herbert, 3rd Earl of Pembroke, of. 1830 s
* Original letter imier Family MSS5.
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It 8 stone of wool sold for 148 the stone
£5 128 04, besides of Entwisely for 9
fleeces g, and of William Smalshaw
3544 ..

Besides Mr Peter Marsh owes me for
his wool of 80 sheep he bought in
Wales but hath not pd for though
they were shorn here.

Itm. 1 rec.in kind 131 geese valued at
64 a piece’

Itm. 20 tith pigs twixt Easter & chhael-
mas, besides sow eaten

Hemp & flax /¢m. for tith hemp & flax wch my w1fe

sold to Wm. Wakfield

rents of mannor /¢m. for rents of Wigan mannor for the

half-year ending at Midsomer, 1616
It. for rents of Wigan mannor due at
Xmas, 1616. Mrs. Massey received
them, for her husband lived till 16th
January, 1615-16. <

Comn of Haigh [¢m. for tith corne of Haigh, for web Mr.

Bradshaw did first usually pay but
11 nobles, and afterward was sued by
Mr. fleetwood who receaved it into
his barn in kind 7 yeares before his
death, and then let it to old Mr.
Bradshaw for £10 yearely, web con-
tinued all Dr. Massey's life, but I
demanded it in kind and upon
entreaty of Sr Peter Leigh & old Sr
Tho. Gerard I agreed wtt Mr. Brad-
shaw 8° Septemb: in John hyde’s
house in Wigan that he should enjoy
all his tithes in haigh upon renuncia-
tion of all right thereto but by my

cc
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demise, and paying me yearly upon
5t. Luke's day £16 10; wd he did
{or this present yecar pay me by his
man (82 Qctob: 1616
Ince cone  JEmm. for tith corne of Ince web Mr. Gcmrd
pleads to be his by p'scription paying
me yearly £4 viz at
1 receaved this year in money of him
Hoeiaod &  J#me. for tith corn of holland and dalton
Dalton for wtb Earle of Darby pleads pre-
scription paying yearly at Annuncia-
tion 19 marks weh his officers tendred
to me 24° March 1616, but I deferred
till I should know whether I or Mrs,
Massey had best right to it, so he
owes me for it. But since it is pd.,..
Abmm come  Jimt for tith corme of Abram web I
gathered in kind this year and being
in the barne 1 sold to Wm. Wakefield
for £35 & receaved Mr. Ashton’s of
Bamierlonds tithes of corne to myself,
for web he aprees to pay me yearly
during § ycares £6 yearly, so as
made of Abram corne this year
Billinge-cli- fiom. lor tith cone of Billinge & Winstan-

Winstanley ley woh I s0ld to Wm. Wakefield,
Wheat 32 John Cowly, Wm. Pennington,
thrave Thomas Barton & Humfrey Edle-
Barly 330 ston, fc. for £1o4: & reserving to
thrave myself the straw of one barne worth

Oles 107 Thrave 40¢  And also all the rye ther wed [
besnes § thrave  took home to my house & 3pcnt it
being worth £3 ‘oo .-
Ocrell comme  4¢me. for tith comne of Orrel this year bemg
5 thrave of wheat: 88 thrave of barly:

5

12 13
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149 thrave of otes: 2 thrave of ‘
beanes I receaved of James Leigh...

Md. 1 bargained wth him & Roger Brown-

low (including George Birchall of the
honyst yard) that they should rent
the said corn of Orrell for 6 yeares
more paying £38 yearly for the corn
only ; and all other tithes they must
pay in kind to me: this £38 they
must pay me yearly in my house at
Wigan 20 februarii: so if they shall
dislike their bargaine at Michelmas
weh shall be Ao 1618, or befor, they
shall not be bound to hold it after-
wards.

Pemberto’corne /tm. for tith corne of Pemberton this

yeare being wheat 4 thrave (which I
took home to my house and I did not
value); but barley 153 thrave ; otes
269 thrave ; beanes 6 thrave ; value-
ing barly at 35 4d the thrave, otes at
28 64, & beanes at 3% 49, I sold it this
yeare to Wm. Wakefield to be pd me
at Candlemas next for £55, & he
must bear all charges & I pay only
for barn rent...

Hindly come f¢m. for tith corne of Hindly this yeare,

Aspool corne

being 30 thrave of wheat, 86 of barly,
265 of otes & 7 of beanes. Also for
the tith corne of Aspool, being 96
thrave of barly & 255 thrave of otes
& 3 thrave of beanes; all web I sold
to Wm. Wakefield, Laur: Prescot,
Ezek. Diglis &c. for £80 reserving
to myself 53 thrave of otes web yelded

3 o O

§§ o o©
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Wigan come

Mariuarres

m¢ vij bushels of meal worth a mark
a buskel & so was worth £8. 1 say
rec. in mony 4380 and in corme £8 .,
fem. 1 took home Wigan corne in kind,
& spent in my house being 12 thrave
of wheat, 201 thrave of barly, 205
thrave of otes, & 40 thrave of beanes
worth ..
| spent in my hcruse th:s yeare
(besides Wigan corne) xU worth of
wheat w® [ brought home from
Abram, & £8 in otes weh I took
home from Aspeol, & 3in ryewed |
took homefrom Billinge & Winstanly,
& £1 1o in wheat from Pemberton.
Its all I spent in my house this yeare
£22 1087 in come besides all Wigan
corne, & all that I bought befor har-

vest for all the summer & barvest tyme.

ftm. 1 receaved lor mortuaryes this year
I for Thomas Naylor of Pemberton pd x*
2 for Adam Hindly of Hindlye pd b
3 for Wittm Foster of Wigan pd x1
4 for Mrs. Smyth, old Bordman giw:s
me 108 .. x*
g for Wittm Tunsted of HolIand owes mexs
[since] pd.
6 for John Winstanly of Wigan owes
me 10 he pt me x¢
7 for Wittm Whaley of Holland owing
to me [0t he lelt me in pawne a
brasse pott .
sm of Wigan rec, thls yeare { lﬁlﬁ}
besides debts unpd, £ 566 12¢ (4

88 o o

70 8 4

G m O
o o 0O

oI <
010 0

* Tn this calcolation the biskop appeirs to have omitted te yeckon the £3 1ou.
received from mortuaries,
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Wigan hay 4 for tith bayof Wigan Water medowes
for web they plead composition &
Lawrence Prescot gathered for Dr.
Massey a¢ 1615 as followeth—

Mr. Standish of Standish pd for
Brimelow

Charles Bankes

James Harvye

Mr. Martland the deaf

James Pilkinton ...

Wid. of James Scot

Margery Bank

Raph Ashton for Jam. Harv}r

Hugh Chaloper for Harvy

Peter Latirwet for Harvy

James Scot . -

Wittm Bankes of Schules

Mrs. Smith

Wm. Foster and Gilbert Langshaw

James Patrich

Mr. Ford of Swinly

Henry Bibby

Uxor Witli Ford

P 0= 0200000 =0Q0WwWoQRb
OO N =G his VD htw D AN

s pd 147 74
Nicholas Standish pd
Mr. Barrow .
Hush Langshaw e
Wittm Pilkinton
Ralph Snart

Wittm Ford de yate

Wid. Wiltm:i Traves

Willm Gardnerfor Hugh Langshaw
Henry Wakefield for Harvy
Wittm Lathwet for Chamlet
Peter Gerard

- 00000000~ 0
OO OvE O O ChoCh
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Joha Hide

Mr. Wrightington
Rob: Bankes for Miles Ba.rrnw .
Hugh Scot for Patrich

James Holinhed
Tho : Kirkby

200 0"49Q
[TPR PR POR . A

sim pd o ot
5 the sum web Lawrence Prescot gathered
for hay of water medow a° 1615 &
weh he pd to Gerard Johnsen Dr.
Massye's steward was 24 5o
besides Mr. Ford ewed for his hay.
Peter Marsh defet for his hay.
Robt Ford debet for his hay.
Miles Baron debet, &c.
Ralph Ford dedet.
Charles Lee dedet.
Uxor Robt Martland,
curnt mulfis aliis,

So Dr. Massy recd yearely for tith hay of
Wigan a® 1613, 1614, 1615: above
3c%  But I recd of none this year
but only 3* of deafe Martland so
those owe me for tith hay of Wigan
water medowes 275,

Pemberton hay fim1. for tith hay of water medowes in
Pemberton a® 1613, 1614, 1615 weh
Laurence Prescot usually gathered,
amounting to .. SOt od
half weh he had it for bis wages in Mr,
Fleetwood's & Dr. Massye's tyme.
But because he is not my servant I
willed him not to gather it; yet he
had receaved of some befor I forbad
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Abram hay

him, viz. he receaved this year (where-

of I gave him back 20%):

Imprimis of Mr. Downes

{t.of Mrs. Worsley for her own med: 10
1t
It
It
1z

1:.
1t
1z,

1.
1.
1z,
1t
11
1.
Iz
It

1t

of Mr. Hindly

of Tho: Whaly not pd

of Mr. Tinsly not pd

of Gilbt Scot not pd these 10
year ..

of Mr. Shermgton not pd

of Brian Marsh not pd

of Mr. Molinex of Haukly who
pd nothing these x yeares yet
weh he sent to me web I rec.
by Jo. Molinex

of Mrs. Worsly for crosse lands

of Wid. Walthew

of Humphry Winstanly not pd

of James Atherton not pd

of Mr. Rigby not pd ...

of Cuthberd Heskin not pd ...

of Wid : Culcheth not pd

of George Birchall not pd

of James Green not pd

S

7

3
o

o

1
3
o

QO OW ™~ 0NOWwWO

o

OCONDOOW QOO O

(YoRRVo R« < W W8

O P H

oh w0

It.of Edw. Martland for Walthew pd o 3

sm for Pemb. hay 48s whereof Laurence

Prescot pd me 208 web I gave him back for
his paynes in tithing Orrell corn this year:
only Mr. Molinex pd to me 6% & Edward
Martland pd me for Walthew 64 & 3d.
I rec. 65 g¢ & Prescot 20%; the rest are
behinde & doe owe for their hay.

Itm. for tith hay of Moseley medow

in Abram being 9 Acres weh
they plead prescription for; 18
acre, sim not pd

5.

.13

So

d.

6

195
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it for Lightshaw medow there,
being 12 acres at 49 the acre r &
for web they owe ... 4 ©

Dalion bay 4 for Dalton hay, web is ta.ken in
in kind by Mr. Ashurst 8 wek
doe pay a¥y of them 354%is 6 §
but [ rec. no money sef dedent.

Calves Itm 1 receaved of Tho. Jolly of Abram
for one tith calf Bs wherof I pave him
back 3% Fffhepimefori12 kiner o 6§ o

it. Mr. Bolton of Abram owes for a tith
calf, he offered me 2z* for it weh 1
refused, now he shall pay 108 wed |
receaved 29 March | ‘en v 00 0
ft. Raph Haroby, the goodman of Kertles
owes me Jor a tith calf & for lamb
. & wool ., . & pig. .. & goose
. & for tith hay . ., for he pd
nothing in liev of it
Fr. Mr. Philip Langton of the Low pd but
5% for his smal tithes & he had 20
lambs, 30 old sheep, 2 calves, besides
pigs peese & all Easter dutyes: but
he promised Wm. Wakefield 14% Sept.
that he would content me & give so
much as his tithes were worth. He
pd me since for it .., w OIF o
ft. Peter Kitts of Hindly or Ajpanl had
12 kine & calves, as Henry Reneolds
tells me who saw them when he min-
istered physick to him the last Easter.”

The statement made to the archbishop as to the amount of
the first year's income is doubtless taken from his own figures in
the private Leger Book, where he has summed up the total
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receipts at £466 125 141  He has omitted to reckon the manor
rents, which will have been afterwards handed over to him by
Mrs Massic, the widow of his predecessor. There is another
short statement of this year's receipts, probably written later
when all the arrears had been gathered in, entered by him in
his Wigan Leger Book, z lolio volume still preserved among the
evidences of the rectors of Wigan, which differs slightly from the
other, and is as follows:

“Th. Massye died the 16th Jamnary, 1615,  From that to
Christmas, 1616, we i3 one whole year, Dr. Bridgeman réceived
of Wigan: Fmprimis his maynes yelded £40 11 0: parsoa's
meadow £24 7 61 Hall meadow, conygrew, haselparden £g 6 8:
Easter Book £33137: Lamb & Wooll £11 4 4: Mortuaryes
£4: Pigs £2: Geese £360: Tyth-hay 513 : Composition for
Ince Corne £4: for Dalton, Holland £12 13 4: for Haigh £16:
for corne in kind of Wigan £70: Pemberton £55: Omell £35:
Billinge & Winstanly £106: Aspull & Hindley £90: Abmm
£40: Midsomer rents of the Manor £16 19 2: Hemp and flax
£168 Summ:total £577 72" [It should be £577 193] He
subsequently added to his annual receipts by recovering some of
the rents and services which had been allowed to lapse.

The account of Dr. Bridgeman's disbursements for the year
ending at Christmas, 1616, in which he was instituted to the
rectory of Wigan, affords an interesting study of the expenses,
habits, reading, and requirements of a learned and wealthy divine
of the reign of King James I, enjoying at that time, from his
private property and ecclesiastical preferments, an income of
between seventeen and eighteen hundred pounds a year,
“Fmprimis In sute of Law about Wigan wib charges of

rideing to York about it, & fees for the li€s
patents w<b I beg’d of the King for the ppetuall
advowson of Wigan {w*® I gave St Richard Aect-
wood for my peace)? ... avs .. 140 © O

' See p. 1ga. Bishop Bridgeman’s leiter 10 the archbishop, which is preserved
among the State papers, will be given hereafier in its place.

* This entry will be expluined by the sbove mentioned letter to Archbishop Laud and

DD
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It for first paym! of Wigan first fruits to the King I
p? £18 32 & for curats ther this year £ 20, and for
pension therof to Lichfield £ 2o, & for wine for the
communicns web I find £ 108, & lor the tenths
therof this Xpmas #¢ £8 235, & for benevolence to
the Br of Chester at his first coming £6 13 46,
In all ver e

J4 for Bexhill cure this year _.{20 Bexhll] pensmn
at Michaelm : 1615, £11 & 84, tenths of Bexhill
gof, poor ther 5on, Arreer (%) shewing ther and
pmcumtmns Se. £y 13 44 .

7¢. 1 spent in physick this year at peterb. & London
being long sick ther . .-

Ft fees of institution, installation, & my man's charges
rideing te Lichl: to be installed for e ther in p™-
bendi de eccleshall £x, w gratuityes to the
quire & proxye that was instaled for me: & £3 &
given to Mr. Glasyor for his paynes in writing
the acts of my sute for the resid. against Mr.
Masters & Heywood : & 423 for fees for the signet
for the king's Irés for me in that behalfl to the
dean & chapter: & x1 spent in traveling to Ricot
at court about it: & xV paid to Mr. Bamford for
a lease of his house in Lichfield. Inall...

dt, exhibition given this year to my father ...

It to my sister Ruth £4 89: to sister Johan and
mother tokens 221; to BP of Chester given a
sturgen 22* & other gifts £3 .

2 livery clokes for my men, viz. John Hugh Thornas
gate house, Ezekiel Diglin, Willm Wakefield,
Willm Wicksted, Willm Hatton, & Richard Stark
at 3¢t a cloke

76 8 4

40 0 O

20 § O

35 8 o
10 0 O

91z o

12 10 O

in specking of the transfer of the advowson, which eventually passed from the Flest-

“wogds to Sie Orlando Bridgeman, the eou and heir of Bishop Bridgeman,
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Iz. servant men & mayds wages from Michelmas 1615
till Christmas 1616 vee

11, paid debt weh I owed to Mr. John Hessem

Iim. 1 spent in removing from peterburgh to London
& thence to Wigan, carrying my household
stuffe & family ; & rideing back this year twice
to London myself & staying ther 12 weeks ...

Iz rent pd to my cosen Stansby for his house whiles
I dwelt in London twixt my leaving peterb: &
going to Wigan ... .

It. gathering in the harvest of Wxgan thls year

It spent wayting at court in my service all April ...

It. fees for my chaplenship to the King pd to Tho.
patten 205, Tho. patten 225

Itm. pd Mr. Hicks for interest of the mony w°'l I owed
him Y

It I pd my father helyar weh I owed hlm 2ro. .
edvucetouri: & other things weh he sold me ...

It. apparell this year for my wife, myself & children
&c. viz. A fleece clok (cloke) for mys: £49: A
sute & cassock of worsted £4 18: a sute of
mock velvet 408 : stockins 20%: And for my wife
a gowne of cloth rash £4 105: Another gown
and kirtell of duretto wtt a velvet jub & sleves
&c. at Mr. Rowe’s £11 10%: & a rideing sute for
my wife £3: & holland &c. for her £4: & lifien
bought of Mrs. Arnold £3 7%: & canvass for
servants sheets 40%: & a bearny blanket for
Harry of silk crimsen grogram 445: & £5 more
spent in linnen: & children’s apparell £16 ...

Itm. 1 bought this year

Imprimis a bull £4: & five hogs 258 ..

Itm. 4 horses viz. a gray gelding bought of ]ohn
Molyneux for £6 53: & a brown bay mare of him
price £6: & an iron grey mare for £7 o°: & a bay

20 10 O
ICO 0o O

50 0 ©

10 0 O
20 O O

IO O O

500 0 O

63 18 o
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nag wik a starin forehead & further foot behind

whit price £4 100 . e 2315 O
Jtm. bought a cart 75: wheels £3 tresses &e. 16 | 4 3 ©
Ft. & Spanish sadle for myself 33* 49: & for my men

4 sta ... livery sadles 53¢ 4d ; & mending wife's

sadle & covering 3080 ... e 516 8
Fim. bought books viz Bifield? on Collossions 7%:

Mason'sz abridgm® of Martyrs 64: Bidenbachiusd

3 volumes 75: Beard's* motives 3*; catechisms 27 ;

Josephus' workss 10*: Purchas’ pilgrimage® 105

Coop? on psalms 2*: Ormerod® 1"; tithing table

10%: Spanishstory 184; Comforter?84; Meditations

B9 ;: Osiandrie Enchiridion 37: Vogelii*® Epitome

' Mot of these baoks are 1o be Ldentified ; tut I am indebted to Mr. Chancellor
Christie for the identification of some of the mrer ones.  Byfeld, Nicholas, ' Ex-
porition wpon fhe Epistls of Colperiams,” Laond. 1615, fol.

* Marow, Thomas. " CArirs Vidoree ooer Saifan's Tyrammie.™ Lood 1618, fol
Chiefly extracted omt of Fox's Fask of Martyry,

1 Bidowbocksus, Felis Bidembmeh, besides other works relatlng apparesily to
eccloiisatical law, published *° Comoiiioram Theolopicersm ferade x," Hao died in
1612, having isued only eight decsdes, and bis brother, John Maurice Bidembumch,
publishad the ninth decade in 1614

4+ Bmwd, Thomax, Prabably some work by him, He wrote *' Thestre of God's
]udgm@m ; pabl. in Lond. 1597,
sarridr,  Probably one of the folic editions of Thomas Lodge’s trancla
Im of Jos:phins,

& Purchas, Szmoel. V' Purchar Air Fifprimage.” Load. 1813, small fol {3rd
&d. publ. in 1617).

¥ Coopery, Thomas, Soccessively bubop of Lincoln and Winchester. He wrote
" A Biiefe Rxposition of such chapters of the Old Teatarsent s usaally are resd in
the Chanch 1 Comuinety Prayer on Sundaye,” Lopd. 1573 The book on “ Pralws"
may have been a portlon of this Work

* Ormerod, Oliver. Ferbaps * The pigture of & Puritaine ; or 1 Relatlon of the
Opicions, (Jualities, and Practices of the Anabaplisls in Germanie, and of the Puri-
tajnes in England.” Lond, 1605, small 4to, & work replete with ¢lassical allusions.

9 " Fir Comforier.,” “This secms to be the book of which the lille and gnthar ane
given in Walt, as follows : ** Freeman, John, sometime Minister In Léwes, Susser.
Thr Comforier; whervin are containat many rearons £ astive B fovpivemen of sidatr
& Phe comsrimmee dhal it trombiod with the preling cAerwf Lond. 1591, 1600, 15mo.”

= Omgader, Andrew. FProbably some work by hlm.  Several of bis works ware
trapalated **ont of hye Almayn inta Epglishe ** by Miles Caverdale and others, £537-48.

M Pogelins, Matthoous,  Probablp the Zpsiomy of the Fherawrur Theologirur ¢ sola
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3*: Busej Viridaria! 4*: Panarion? £*; Bucer? 3%
Gomari disp: 3%: Faii* Enchirid. 6*: Martinii
Analysis 149¢et 184 Goodwin® de Judaicis antiq.
27: paper books B%: Boyse® Works 120: I
Willet? on Rom. 10%: Thesaurus Ravenspergeri®
72: Gostwick 12: Alstedii? Oratio 1*:Margarita.'°
139; other small books 10* e ... 61310
£ for my wife's picture drawing & my own ggatl.

waeva Scviptuya dapromptus, of Matthew Vogel the elder, which wua published abost
this lime by his son, Matthew Vogel the younger.

" Bwsrus, Johannes. "' Firidarinm Chvistiamornm viristues ex, 5. Seripiwrs o
pratvibucs coflectum.”  Moguntia, 1530, 1612, 4to (Wart. Bib. Bk )

* FPanarien. Ancther work of Buazus,  The title is glven as follows by Draodius |
(Bibllothoca Classica, od. of t623, Libei Theologicl, p. 153) : * Yab. Butai Pamarion,
&ac e, ares medica varils divine riptuve prifoorsmgue Faivam Ansidos adverss
oximi merfar smnrucis. Mogunt. apod Joan. Albin. 1609, . 4 & apud Hiermi
Colonienzem, t5to. = 4" [On p. 155 Drandics gives an editon of 16eb),

3 Bueer, Martin,

4 Foiws, A (Antonie de la Faye) Perhaps the * Propositions . . . of divtniie
propounded . . . o the University of Ceneva, by certmine students there, under . . .
T. Bemn, and . . . A, Faizs, &c., wherein 13 contained & ... sommare , , , of the
common pleces of Divinitie, translated cut of the Latine " [by John Penry], &c.
Edinbutrgh, 1551, 4t  Thix, or ithe last part of it, may perhaps come upder the
debnition of Encliridion, a manual or handbock,

1 (padtrin, Thomas, ' Moses and Awon  of the Clvill and Ecclesiasiica] Rites of
the ancient Hebrews This work was in greal request as @ text book, and passed
through many editions ; 12th ed., 1685 [ Lowndes),

* Boyr, John. Dean of Canterbory.  An editon of kis " workes containing an
exposition of all the Scriptures wed in our Litargy, &c.” way publ, io Londan in
1523, fol. Perbaps o earlier edition

T Wik, Andrew. *'Hezapls; that i3, 2 six-fold commentarie upon the most
divine Epistle of St. Pagl to the Romaze.” Cemb. 1601, fol.

¥ Baveswsperper, Hewans,  Probably the book given by Drodios a2 follows :
1D, Hermann Ravenspergers Horius Theol, pro depomende 5. Tyrovinio, Amutclodams;,
dpuy Mienr. Lawrentivm, in 4, 815"

® Altadiur, John Henry,  Probably some work by him.  He saote ** The beloved
€ily, or the Saints’ reign on earth a thowsand years,” publ in London, 1643, 4lo.

% Margariia, FProbably & copy of one of the nomerons editions of the ** Margurite
Philosophica ® of George Reisch, of which the intest noticed by Bronet was in 1583,

¥ Thesa: are probably the pontrits of Dr. Joba Bridgeman and bis wile Elizabeth
Helyar, now in the Earl of Bradford's possession at Weston.
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I¢. the Lord Chanselors §%: & Arch Brs 55: & 7 Kings
& queens of England 35%: & for Erasmus &
Cromwell 8s: & frames & caryage 10* .

It for 23 smal maps framed at 2% the map 465, &
Venice 13, Popes heads 135, Kings of Englands
heads 15, Emperors 15, & caryage 10* ...

1t bought a great chest to hold meal in £1, & tubb
to brew & wash 255, & hogsheds 205, & a lead
to brew wth at Wigan 533

It. bought 2 daring canopyes price ...

It. a green sett rug of M™. Arnold

It. a payr of blankets 125, & 8 yards cotton for another
pr. 82 .-

Iz yellow stayned curteyns & valence prmted .

It a new bedtike & bolster 263, & 12 stone of fethers
bought at Crowland w<h wth caryage to London
& hence to Wigan cost £6

It 5 great gilt lether chayres at 8% the chayr, & 12
back stooles of gilt lether at 45 8d the stool, &
10% in canvas to pack them in, & carryage from
London to Wigan 208 ... .

It. 6 green kirsy cushions ...

It a litle green painted chayr 23 8d ta lesse green
matted chayr 16d: a timber chayr of Crosfield
63 : joyn stool 25: a long new forme 45: an old
forme wtb a rayl behind it 23

It. A long table bord in the parlor 18s: another in the
great chamber 205: a little table in the green
chamber 75: a round table in kitchin chamber 65

1. dressers in kitchin, larder, study, & gallery pd. to
Crosfield

It a standing bedsted wth trundle under it in garden
chamber bought of Crosfield 465: another stand-
ing bedsted wtb a trundle in BPs chamber bought
of Rigby 42% 49: cords to them 2% 44: curteyne

w

()

18

(o))

18

11

16
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rods to both 5°: also 4 half-headed bedsteds 305

cords to them 45 also 2 triddle beds more 10t 64

a count cupbord in parler 10*: another in bes

chamber gt . e T 1D 2
ft. Taylor's bord in the tay]oﬂ chamber & shctfs e OO D
fr.a writing desk wit boxes in il 85: two cases ol

boxes §5: a pump made by the brewhouse

{besides the . .. ) 207 ... 113
It bellowes 184 ; panycrs for lambs 3’4d {'.uc) c 4
Jt. a preat trunk w't bandboxes under it ... O 14
ft. a bandhox lethered for my wife 5*: another for

myself 2* ... . . 0O 7 O
Fr. A fire shovel & tonpues w'h brasse tops 3’ a Iesse

pair 25: iron chimny in Mr. Wildbore's chamber

7%: in garden chamber 52! in bishop's chamber

72 :in kitchin chamber 3: in parlor &: in kitchin

50?1 spits 4%: mock beggars 33: . . . 184; hooks

& eyes ¢%: 2 pr. of iron dogs 3% 29: frying pan

184 : lamps 21; fire fork 1*: casement in Bishop's

chamber 184 . . e fFc) 8 4 =z
It a skillet 30 44: brasse ]adle 1*: a morter of bell

mettall 75 ... - 0OII 4
f1. 2 preat peoter cand]estlcks 53. achamber pott 18"- o 6 6
f¢ Lether jacks one conteyning a pint 84, a guart 15,

a pottle 184, 3 gallon 4% . o 7 2
{2 spent in wvictoals in my huusr. fmm Mlchelmas

1615 till Christmas 1616, that is a year & quarter,

besides all the come of Wigan barn, & all y I

took in from Billing Pemberton & Aspull ... 202 2 11
5in spent this year & quarter ending this Christmas

o164 1429 12 7

In April, 1617, Dr. Br]dgt:man attcnded the ng in his pro-

gress into Scotland, where he was in waiting in the months of
Aptil, May, June, and July, during which time he frequently
preached before his Majesty at Barwick, Edinburgh, Holyrood,
and Hamilten.

(o3~ W]
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Laud, the future archbishop, was another of the royal chaplains
who accompanied the King on his visit to Scotland ; and it waa
doubtless at this period that that lasting friendship was com-
menced between the two chaplains which only terminated with
Y.aud's cruel execution. This close intimacy with Laud probably
had a considerable influence in forming the future life and char-
acter of bishop Bridgeman, who was a few years the junior in
years, though senior in his appointment as King's chaplain.

Upon his return home from Scotland Dr. Bridgeman set
himself to work to recover his rents and manorial rights, which
had for some time been withheld from the parsons of Wigan.

Prescriptiona for tithes were claimed by some of the larger
owners of land, and some of the smaller tithe payers broke the
custom of tithing by setting up their sheaves irregularly instead
of putting them in hattocks ;T sundry encroachments had been
made upon the glebe by tenants who pretended ownership of
their land or houses ; and notably the tenants of the lord’s mills,
who refused to acknowledge the parson’s rights as lord of the
manor, and claimed to hold the mills a5 their own property, subject
only to certain small annual rents or payments; moreover, the
mayor and corporation had entered upon the profits of the
markets and fairs, and taken possession of the manorial egurta
D¢, Bridpeman quistly and gently, but firmly and perseveringly,
prosecuted his rights and eventually acquired possession of much
that had been for some time past withholden from the parson.2

' The customn of tithing for all kinds of corts and grain in Wigne parish wes this :
when the com: was cut it was shartly aftcrwards bound up in sheaves, and presently
set op in hattocks (e cight sheaves in each hattock), and after it had stood in the
ficld for m while to dry, the owner sent for the pamsonm, or his proctor and titheman,
amd asked him to set out his tithe, and wheq it bad been 20 pet cut the owner was at
liberty to carry his comn, but not before.

* Bishop Bridgeman's Wigan Leger. This Leper s unfortzontely not the original,
but & copy made in 508 for Lhe Reverend the Homourable Edward Finch, rector of
Wigan (who gives & minute account of the originel M.5.), purporting to be ' & rrue
copy of BF John Bridgman'’s book in w he enterd his coneerns relating to Wigun
Az soon as you lift up the cover upon web the Brass clusps were fved upon the very
past bowrd upon the inside (the Book Seing bound bn Calve's lesther) were writ with
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The ownership of the markets and fzirs with the tolls helonging
to them was the most important of these rights, and in recovering
them to the church he had much difficulty, for it appears that
the town had held them agmninst the rector for upwards of Afty
years, and naturally refused te give them up unless they were
compelled to da so.

His action in these matters is recorded by him in his Wigan
Leger. Among the church lands which the tenants claimed to
held in fee and refused to give up were a croft called the Lees
and two crofts which I believe to have been part of the preseat
mesnes and which were then held by Ellen Lathwayt. Of these
Dr. Bridgeman took legal possession ; and on Sunday, 13th Octo-
ber, 1617, being sessions day at Wigan, “old Hellen Lathwayt,”
widow, came to him at the church stile, with Alderman Barrow
and William Barrow, desiring that she might again have the
occupation of these lands, but he refused to let her or any of her
friends meddle with them, because, as he told them, he saw they
made no conscience to appropriate the church’s land if they were
suffered to enjoy it never so little time ; but he offered to give
her the profits thereof during her life, out of charity, which she
refused, and when her cousin, the young Barrow, expostulated
somewhat saucily with him, Dr. Bridgeman said he would keep
them to himself, and do what he pleased with the profits. About
an hour afterwards she came to Dr. Bridgeman's house, and in

his pwn hand the words you see writ in thia disgram, w* 1, Edward Finch, parton of
Wigan, scored ont wpon thiv cover having laid the book it slft apon It.”  Elere follown
the disgram in which is written, " Eyv Jotaaner Bridgoman Epir Crstree: & Recter
e Piganw dune agmorce Lidvum, alpue 3is in aodem comtenta ad Aune megue ditw 19
Octad: 1drg, wel proprid med manu wil furin ma conseripla fetor Doum g smnipatenson
ad weritalit iestimominer advoce.”  Below which is written,~'* The xize and shape of
B John Bridgeman's manuscripl Book of wek the following manuscript is an zxact
enpy banseribed by my onder in my own chamber af wy B™ house (the Deanery at
York), becsuse the hand wat too gmall and teoublesome to r=ad in much or aften o
B Bridgman's original entry boacks, Transcribed during my B residence in summer
Anmo Pofi 1708 : and the winter [ollowing compared and found to sgree with the
origioal by s Edw. Finch,
Herry Finch.”
EE
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the presence of Roger Bradshaw of Haigh, Esq., and Augustin
Wildbore (the curate) craved forgiveness of her rash words, and
asked him to treat her with kindness. She confeased, in the
presence of Roger Bradshaw, Esq, and Aupustin Wildbore,
minister, that she held the said lands only by his favour, and that
her husband first obtained possession of part of the said grounds
upon composition with Mr. Babington {or £3, and that the other
part of the said grounds Babington enjoyed, and after him parson
feetwood all his life after ; and that her husband entered upon
this latter part after Mr. Fleetwood's death only by the patron's
appointment, when the benefice was in snit batwixt him and Dx.
Massy ; 50, as she acknowledged that she had no right but by his
sufferance, Dr. Bridgeman promised to give her £4 yeacly out of
the profits, provided that she never again laid claim to any part of
the said grounds and tofts save that acre which she held of Mr,
Gerard. She asked permission to talk it over first with her
cousin Barrow ; and ins the evening she sent her servant Elizabeth
Turner to drive out the rectos’s horses, which were in one of the
lees, and Lawrence Prescot’s kine, which were in the other lees.
When the rector heard of it he sent to her to know if it were
done by her consent, to which she replied that she had bidden
her maid to do it, and would do it again, whereupon he ordered
the horses and kine to be put in again, which they did and locked
the gates.

A few days afterwards, namely, on the 1gth of October, 1617,
Dr. Bridgeman demised one acre of the said Lees, which Mr.
Fleetwood had formerly had in hiz own hand, to Lawrence
Prescot, asa yearly tenant at a rent of 105, per arnem, and he kept
the other acre and the tofts in his own hand. At the same time
he demised Cuckstool toft in Wallgate, which Alexander Lath-
~ wayt had lately held, to William Brown of Wigan for 10s. yearly,

From a subsequent entry in the Wigan Leger, of which only a
fragment remains, it would appear that the widow Lathwayt

' Wigan Leger, fol, 0.
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subsequently obtained possession of these lands again, and, moved
thereto by one Ralph Forth, who made himself a party to the
action by laying down money for it and giving his advice, she
brought an action of ejectment against Lawrence Prescot; but the
jury (having heard her say that the land was not her own but the
parson’s) gave a verdict for Prescot, and the rector was advised
to insure his right by a suit. However, the widow died shortly
afterwards in the spring of the following year, and on Easter
Tuesday the rector made three leases, one of the two closes
called the Lees, another of Cuckstool croft, and a third of the
toft that lieth near Robert Smalshaw’s ground, all which four
pieces of ground were formerly in the possession of Ellen Lath-
wayt ; these three leases he signed, but did not deliver till the
7th of April, when he made a letter of attorney to his servants
William Brown the younger and William Wicksteed, to enter
upon the said several grounds and there to deliver the said leases
unto Alexander Buckley, which they did accordingly. After
which the rector appears to have been left in quiet possession of
his land ; but the Cuckstool toft in Wallgate no longer forms a
part of the Wigan glebe.

The parson’s right to the Diglatch meadow seems to have been
also disputed, but this was settled by the renunciation of the
tenant’s right by the tenant, and on the 19th of October, 1617,
“it was agreed that Thomas Brigs of Wigan shall rent the
parson’s acre of meadow in Diglatch, paying yearly for it at
Midsummer four marks, and renouncing all claim to it save from
this present demise of the parson, which he shall hold for three
years from Michaelmas last past before the date hereof, and he
shall not demise it to any other, but keep it in his own occupa-
tion, and preserve and leave it well.”?

Another small property in dispute was a toft of land in Scholes
which had been taken in from the waste by one John Fayrbrother,
and for which the said Fayrbrother had agreed to pay the fine

* Wigan Leger, fol. §.
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on entry. On 17th October, 1617, John Fayrbrother came to
Dr. Bridgeman in the hall of Wigan, and confessed to the said
Dr. Bridgeman that he had never bought the toft of ground
- which adjoins to the house in Scholes where he now dwells,
neither was it given to him, nor did he receive it by mortgage,
but that he entered upon it only by virtue of the lease of his
house which he holds of Mr. Gerard, thinking that the said
toft belonged to his house. He also confessed that his master,
Mr. Thomas Gerard, told him that he could not, nor would he,
set him that toft, but that it did belong to the parson, and that he
should compound with Dr. Bridgeman for the same, or else he the
said Fayrbrother should lose his (the said Mr. Gerard’s) favour.
But on being asked whether he would pay the fine which he had
agreed with Dr. Bridgeman to pay, he answered that the town
had spoken hardly of him about yielding to the parson in the
fine of his toft, and therefore now he would not pay it, where-
upon Dr. Bridgeman discharged the said John Fayrbrother from
the said toft, and demanded satisfaction for the profits thereof for
more than two years last past, whiles he had been parson, which
(as it was told him) are worth a mark a year, and he ordered
Henry Reynolds to go presently and re-enter the said toft and
take possession thereof to the use of him and his successors, the
parsons of Wigan; who presently went and took possession
thereof, there being then no living thing in the said toft.r

The concluding history of this last dispute is as follows: On
the last day of October, 1617, Dr. Bridgeman laid a complaint,
before Sir H. Montague, Lord Chief Justice of England, against
the said John Fayrbrother, that whereas Henry Reynolds and
Thomas Higham, by his appointment, had put a black nag into
his toft in the Scholes, and told him of it, willing him either to
come and talk with Dr. Bridgeman about it, or to impound the
horse, that he (Dr. Bridgeman) might defend his action in law ;
he the said Fayrbrother beat the horse, and wounded Reynolds

* Wigan Leger fol. 10.
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in the belly with a dangerous thrust of a fork an inch into the
belly, cut his finger, &c.; whereupon a writ was issued out of
the crown office against Fayrbrother to bind him to his good
behaviour, which writ was directed to the chancellor of the
Duchy, who sealed another writ to the sheriff of Lancaster, but
the bailiff told Fayrbrother of it, so he fled away.! Hereupon
Dr. Bridgeman made a lease of his toft to Alexander Buckley,
and made Mr. Edward Tempest and William Wicksteed his
attorneys to give him livery and seizin thereof, which they did
on the ground on the gth of January following, 1617-18.
Fayrbrother turned up again after a time, and now disputed
the right of possession to a gorsion of the croft ; and Dr. Bridge-
man records that on 23rd September, 1619 (that is after he was
made bishop of Chester), he went to Ince, and from thence,
accompanied by young Sir Thomas Gerard and Thomas Gerard
of Ince, Esq, to Fayrbrother's toft, where, in the presence of
Henry Reynolds and others, the said Thomas Gerard, Esq.,
asked of divers old men, neighbours, if they ever knew any
boundaries or marks distinguishing that piece which he (Dr.
Bridgeman) had in that close from that other part which he
and Fayrbrother claim therein ; they answered, no; whereupon
Mr. Gerard concluded that he (Dr. Bridgeman) should have all
that close.2 But the controversy did not end here, as appears
by the following entry in the Wigan Leger3 of 6th October, 1619:
“Whereas there hath been a controversy between me John,
bishop of Chester, as parson of Wigan, and Thomas Gerard of
Ince, Esq., about a close of ground lying in Scoles, near adjoin-
ing to the house wherein John Fayrbrother now dwelleth, all weh
close, being about a quarter of an acre, or a very little more, I
doe claym to belong to my church, and to have been held by the
said Fayrbrother and Mr. Gerard or some others but as tenants
at will to the parson of Wigan; and whereas Mr. Thomas
Gerard and Fayrbrother doe confesse that one part thereof,

' Wigan Leger, fol. 12. ® Jtdd.,fol. 29, 3 [5id., fol. 33.
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being a toft a quarter of an acre in quantity, doth truly belong
unto me and my church as a tenement at will, but did question
whether the remainder thereof were mine or his, and yet they
were content the 27th of August, 1618, to give over the posses-
sion unto my church as well of that part of the said close weh
was in question as of that part weh they confess to be myne ; and
thereupon I tooke all the profitts of the same close unto me, and
had the hay thereof brought into my barne the same summer,
1618 ; yet now John Fayrbrother hath since disturbed my pos-
session and this present summer hath taken away the hay of
that part of the close web was formerly in question, whereupon
sute is likely to arise for the same; therefore this day the said
Mr. Thomas Gerard, from whose father the said Fayrbrother had
a lease thereof, and Francis Sedon, to whom the said Fayrbrother
had morgaged the said lease, together with the said Fayrbrother,
did all three come to me to the hall of Wigan, and offer to me
the full and free and quiet possession of all the said close, both
of that part which they did make claym unto, and of that toft or
part web they acknowledge to be my tenement at will; and
they are content I shall have and hold the same in the right of
my church of Wigan, and dispose of it at my pleasure, and they
promise never to disturb my churche’s possession againe. And I
doe also promise that if within these six monthes they can make
any good and sufficient proofes unto me before Mr. Edward
Breres and Mr. Humfrey Davenport, Lawyers, for the inheritance
of that part so questioned, this their delay of possession shall
not prejudice their right to the said part web they doe chalenge,
but they shall have liberty to sue for the inheritance thereof. In
witnesse of all which premisses wee all of us have subscribed this
vitt day of October, 1619.

Jo: Cestrien. Presentibus

Thomas Gerarde. Peter White.
Peter Orrell.
Will. Browne.

Alexander Buckley.
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According to the former agreement, on Thursday the eighth
of October, 1619, Mr. Thomas Gerard, Sedon, and Fayrbrother
aforesaicd all meft at the said close in the Scoles, and thers
delivered up the possession of all that they had claymed therein
unto William Brown and my brother Edward Bridgeman, whom
I had authorized and sent purposely to take the same into my
possession in the right of my church of Wigan.

p me Will: Browne.”

As I meet with only one more mention of Fayrbrother's toft,
it may be well to give it here before passing to other subjects,
though it rather forestalls some of our history : * 316 November,
1619 ; This day I bestowed upon my servant Alexander Buckley,
having maryed his wife a servant out of my houss, that piece of
ground in Scoles web John Faytbrother occupyed lying behind
the said Fayrbrather's house, about the measure of which ground
so much contention hath been between me and Mr, Thomas
Gerard of Ince & John Fayrbrether & Francis Sedon.  But now
that all of it is acknowledged to he the parson’s I doe freely
bestow it on ty said servant Buckly te be holden by him and
his during the pleasures of the parsona of Wigan for the tyme
being, whom I entreat to use him well, remembring that for my
successors' sake I have spent, in repayring and adorning my
parsonage house and in susing and recovering the rights and
libertyes of the town and mannor of Wigan, above four hundred
pounds, This piece of ground I take toc be about half an acre,
and value it at 205 the year at most: I reserve on it to me and
miy successots yearly rent the sum of ten groatss, woh is above
three tymes more rent then [ have heretofore received, T make
this request to my successors for these my servants, and se for
the other tenants at will no otherwise then w respect to my
churche's pood, for if they shall att any tyme goe about hereafter
to defraud the church of her inheritance, as the rest of my
tenants at will formecly did to me, then I entreat, nay [ require
and adjure my successors to prefer the rights of their church
before any man, remembring that they have but a short tyme
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in this parsonage, and that they are but guardians to their
succeasors and must answer for their rights to Almighty God, in
conscience whereof 1 have been at so great charge to leave the
churche’s righta entirely to them.
Test. Edward Bridgeman, Jo: Cestren,
Ang. Wilbore"t

On the 215t of October, 1617, the rector claimed the Wigan
Walke mills as his property, demanding of the tenants of the
saidd mills whether they would acknowledge the church's right to
them, in which case he offered to make out new leases to them
gratiz for the term of his own life without raising their rent or
taking anything of them for a fine; but they refused to do so,
saying they would hold them, to them and their heirs, of their
own tight ‘Whereupon he rode up to London and commenced
a suit against them, as also against the corn miller; for he found,
on enquiry, that they had always been tenants at will, and kad
been put in and out at pleasure by his predecessors, who had
sometimes taken fines of them.

There were in the manor of Wigan two walke, wake, or fulling
mills, bath lying on the river Douglas, of which the upper or
Coppull mil} was sitvated at Coppuli? ; and the other, which was
called the lower or School mill, must have becn somewhere
opposite to Scholes. There was alse a corn mill on the Douglas,
situated at the bottom of Millgate, to which the inhabitants of
the tewnship of Wigan, as tenants, owed suit, and where they
were bound to grind their corn.  All these mills were appuartenant
ta the manor, and none but the lord had any right to set up a mill
within the precincts of his manor, as interfering with his per-
quisites. But before Dr. Bridgeman's time there had been two

" Wigan Leger, fal. 36.

* Theanly trace of the nnme of Coppall 1 can sow find in Wigen is Coppull Lane,
which Peads down to the river Dougles, where there is 2 mill called Sutton mill, which
is now used bo grind coem ; and T have litle doubt that this was the site of the ald
Coppull mvill. It lies epposite to whal is now calicd Botiling wood, fr., baliling
wood
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or more other milla (horse mills) set up, the right to the posses-
sion of which were challenged by him, as will be shown hercafter,

Before following these long suits with the millets, however, 1
will speak of his more important action against the mayor and
carporation for the restitution of his manorial rights,

In this matter Dr. Bridgeman commenced as follows: “QOn
firyday, 17° Octob., 1617, being the fayre even, in the morning
I sent my man, Alexander Buckley, to Hugh Ford, mayor of
Wigan, entreating him not to deal or meddle with the fayres or
profits thereof to the prejudice of my right, till we had deter-
tnined the controversye for the Rayres, courts, &c., and that
therefore he and his brethren the aldermen and the rest of the
burgesses of the town would meet me in the pendice chamber,
web they did at 10 of the clock in the forenoon, where I carried
wih me as witnesses of my offers Avgustine Wildbore and
William Wicksteed and Alexander Buckley : there I told them
that (because 1 was unwilling to goe to law, yet more unwilting
te burt my conscience with saerilege against my successors in
letting goe those rights w2 I {found my predecessors enjoyed)
if they would give me reason for those things wherein I thoupht
my church was wronged I would rest satisfied, otherwise that I
must needs goe to law. I desired then we might doe it charita.
bly, and use the law as God's ordinance for the tryali of right,
not for the maintaining of wrong, and that for my own part I
would be as kind to all of them, even in the tyme of sute, as to
my brethren. They answered that I had what my predeceasors
enjoyed, and desired me to demand no more, Whereto my
reply was, [that] none of my predecessors (but Dr, Massy)} were
wthout the use & possession of all those things web I claymed, or
at least did clayme and sue for them, as Mr, fectwood did, and
that till 3 Elizabeth these things for hundreds of years were
enjoyed by the parsons of Wigann, untilt that BP Stanly, upon
fear and for a fine of money réceived, past over y* use of the
courts, ffayrs and markets unto the town, but that this act of
Stanley’s could not prejudice his successors, unless they would

FF
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shew some other title, web if they would it might happily satisfy
me, but they refused. Hereupon I demanded of them these
particulars, first, because I took myself (as parson of Wigan) to
~ be lord of the town of Wigan, and did now clayme and chalenge
the mannor of Wigan in right of my church, I asked them if
the town, or any in or of the town, or any of them then present
(who were more than the chamber could hold of the aldermen
and burgesses) would chalenge the mannor, or say that the same
did not belong to the parson; the mayor, Hugh Ford, reply'd
the mannor did belong to them, but his father, old William
Ford, and the rest recalled him and willed him not to say so;
but that every one of them did and still must pay to the parsons
of Wigan 124 for their burgages, and more than so they said
that they could not answer to that question, and therefore they
entreated tyme to ask of their counsell when they came home
from their term what to answer therein. Then I asked them
whether they would justifye, defend, or joyne wtt any of the
tenants if I try my church’s title with any of them for the lands
and tenements weh they hold of my church, or whether they
layd clayme to any of those particulars web I did question.
They answered no, neither would they mayntayne any if I sued
him for title of land. Then, because on Sunday the 28° Sept.
last many that shot and used games in. my maynes, being asked
by me how they durst doe it wthout my leave, answered that
the town would mayntayne them in it, I now asked the town
if they claymed any such right, or would defend any whom I
sued for shooting, &c., in my maynes; they all answered no,
they claym’d no such thing as due to them, nor would mayntayne
the acct. of any so doing. Then I told them that I had
questioned the right and possession of many tenants at will
that held of me, and had re-entred some of their grounds, as
namely, 2 closes and 2 tofts of the old widow Lathwayt’s,
and one toft in the Scholes web John ffayrbrother held, and
that the sd flayrbrother, having formerly agreed wi* me for to
give me a fine for the same, now this day refused to pay the fine
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because the town spake hardly of him for it, as that his fact
would prejudice the rest of the tenants, and that hereupor I
presently re-entred the sd tolt. Now if they had right toit, or
would joyne w him or any other of the tenants, I desird them
to speak, for ] ment to sue for the chureh's right therein. They
all answered they would not defend any of them nor joyne wid
theem, for I might doe w™ my owne as I thought meet. Lastly,
I told them that I had right to the Hayres, & markets, &
courts [eet, courts of pleas, and courts baron, and other privileges,
bath by sundry charters given to my predecessors from many
kings of England, & by continuall €ustome of using them till 30
Eliz.; I did thersfore now clayme and chalenge the same and
required them to doe nothing therein against my right. Their
angwer hereto was, that for these privileges they had right to
them, and hoped so to prove in law. Whereupon 1 desired
them, for prevention of sute, that they would referr the ending
and determining these and all matters of clayme or difference
between us to any 2 lawyers, and I cffered that either [ would
nominate 20 lawyers whereof they should take two to end all
our differences, or they should name 20, and I would chaose two
out of them, and that we would enter inte a £1000 bond on
either side to stand to that weh they should say in their conscience
was law and just, but they refused this offer. Then I offered
them te stand to the determination of any indifferent gentlemen
in the country for the composing of these matters, whereto they
answerad (and particularly Willa Ford, alderman,) that they
were all sworne to mayntayne the privileges of the town, and
must loose it by course of law, and otherwise not end it.
Witnesses hereto
Will. B. Wicksteed Aung. Wyldbore-
Alexander Buckley Henry Raynolds™s

On the 27t of February, 1617-8, Dr, Bridgeman was clected
canon of Lichfield, to which bhe was admitted on 24% March
ensuing? in the place of Dr. John Bayle, who had been appomted
bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross.

" Wigne Leger, fol. 11. * Family Evidences,
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In the meantime, a guo waranto, signed by Sir Henry Yelver-
ton, the king’s attorney-general, had been issued against the
mayor, bailiffs, and burgesses of Wigan, and a writ was served
upon them to appear the next term at the Crown office in
London. Peter Marsh and old William Forth, with Ralph
Markland and Robert Pennington, accordingly came to London
upon the gwo waranto in Easter term, 1618, but would not
appear that term, pretending that they had not had time enough,
nor their counsel sufficient leisure, to draw up their answer. In
the meantime they used means to Sir Henry Yelverton, the
king’s attorney, to induce him to withdraw the gquo waranto ;
and upon his refusal they petitioned the king that it might
be withdrawn, and because the master of requests, Sir Christopher
Perkins, had their petition, and they were again urged to put in
their answer, they delivered a private information to his Majesty
in writing, which, says Dr. Bridgeman, “his Majesty tore, saying
he knew Dr. Bridgeman would not wrong them, and delivered it
to my Lord Hay, who gave it to me, and it now lyes among my
other papers concerning this business.

The information was thus wverdatim : ‘Information for his
Majestie concerning the Town of Wighan. Whereas the said
Town of Wighan is and hath been in diverse Kings' tymes, his
Majestie’s predecessors, a Mayor Town, and hath a Mayor and
Aldermen at this present, and payes his Majestie all subsidyes
and customes as other Mayor Towns doe; the said Town is
now chalenged by the parson thereof, Dr. Bridgeman, to apper-
taine to him, who seekes the overthrow of their customes and
freedomes, like as heretofore in Queen Elizabeth’s tyme there
was another parson of the same Town sought the like and sued
the Town by Law, whereupon the Town obtayned a decree
against him in the Dutchy that it belongs no way to the parson
thereof. Wherefore it may please his Majestie to be graciously
pleased to signify to his Attorney Generall that the said Decree
formerly made may stand good, and that his Majesty is pleased
that the controversye between the parson and the Town may be
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decided by due course of Law, his Majestie not being partie
therein against the Town ; or otherwise that it would please his
Majestie to cause the Mr of Requests, who hath the Town's
petition, write upon the petition to his Majestie’s Attorney
Generall that his Majestie’s pleasure is that the former decree
may stand in force, and that the parties may be admitted to
prosecute the sute in Law, and that his Majestie be in no wise
a partie therein against the Town.'

This information being given to his Majestie’s hands (as is
aforesaid) his Majestie gave it to my Lord Hay, who sent for
me and gave it to me, telling me how graciously his Majestie
stood affected to me, and asking me if I would returne anything
to his Majestie, whereupon I acquainted my Lord Hay that
they never had any such decree, and that they had usurped my
church’s rights and levyed diverse fifteens to bear out their
wrongs by expenses, and therefore I desired his Majestie (to
ease me of long sutes in Law) would be pleased to assigne 2
Bishops and 2 Judges to hear both parties, & if the Town had
right either in Law or conscience then let them hold those
things web I clayme, otherwise let them be restored to the
church. The king hearing this motion presently approved it,
and when Sr Christr Perkins came to him, he commanded him
to subscribe his pleasure both to the Town’s first petition, and to
myne, web I gave to St Christr at his going in. My petition was
this, verbatim: ‘To the King’s most excellent Majestie the
humble petition of Jo. Bridgeman, one of yr Majestie’s Chapleynes,
sheweth that,—Your Majestie most graciously bestowed upon this
petitioner the benefice of Wigan, but diverse of the Parishioners
wtbhold the Tithes, Gleblands, & other dues, and many of them
conspire together to deprive him & his successors of the mannor
of Wigan and other rights and diverse privileges weh yr Royall
progenitors have by many charters granted to that church, web
it hath had in possession diverse hundreds of years, and for weh
this petitioner doth yearly pay a rent into the Exchequer. The
petitioner (to save sute in Law) hath often desired them to
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submit these differences to the hearing either of the Lords of the
privy Counsell, or of the two Judges of the Circuit, or of any
other Judges of the Law, or of any indifferent gentlemen of the
country, but they utterly refuse all peaceable courses (but Law),
and for that end have combined together and levyed many
fifteenes throughout the Town to weary y supliant wtk sutes or
to disinherit his Church. Therefore he most humbly beseecheth
your Majestie to appoint 2 Bishops and 2 Judges of the Law to
send for the parties and to hear their differences and other
wrongs offered unto him, and to end them wthout sute, according
to Law and equity, if they can; otherwise to certifye your
Majestie in whom the fault is, that such order may be taken as
to your princely wisdome shall seeme fit. And he shall be
bound (as he is already for all he hath) to pray unto God for
all happiness to your Majestie and your Royall issue.’

Under this petition and the Town’s also was subscribed as
followeth : ¢ At the court at Theobalds, 12 May, 1618, His
Majestie is graciously pleased to referre this petition to the
Lord Arch Bp. of Canterbury, the Lord BP. of Ely & the 2 Lord
Chief Justices, or to any three or two of them, the one to be a
prelate and the other a Judge, and that caling the partyes
before them they hear all their differences, and end them if they
can, or els to certify his Majestie of the true state of the causes
and their opinions concerning the same. Chr. Perkins.’

Hereupon the sd Lords sent to Wigan for the Mayor and
Burgesses, or some appointed by them to appear for them, and
by name they sent for Hugh Forth, Mayor, Wm Case and Hugh
Langshaw, Baylifes (who had much wronged me), as also for
Thomas Gerard, Esq, who was entitled (by Fayrbrother) to
some of my glebe, &c, and for Ralph Hauton, Ralph Forth, &
Tho. Forth. But Peter Marsh and old Wm Forth (father to the
Mayor) came to me in Mr. Milward’s chamber in Lincolne’s
Inne, and before the sd Mr. Milward & young Mr. Rigby earnestly
besought me that I would spare the Mayor and Baylifes, &c.,
and let them that were present serve to appear for the Town,
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and they promised me that for the abuses weh the Mayor and
Baylifes had offered me at the Bench, 20 January, 1617, &c, 1
should receive any submission and satisfaction that I desired,
but I had sent away the letter before their entreaty. They went
also to my Lord of Canterbury to entreat him that their appear-
ance might serve for the rest, but he refused. Yet because they
so earnestly entreated me and promised me satisfaction, I
pressed not much their comeing up, but I promised that if they
came to the reall and materiall differences concerning my church,
I would not speak of the personall wrongs; and therefore they
wrote down to the Mayor and Baylifes that notwithstanding the
Lords’ letter they might spare their comeing up, so as they sent
up sufficient authority to them for the sd Peter Marsh and Willm
Forth to appear for them, weh they did accordingly, and upon
Monday, the 1st of June, 1618, wee and our counsell appeared
before the sd 4 Lords, & I did not question the non-appearance
of the rest nor mention any personall wrongs done to me, but
only the Mannor, the Court Leet and pleas, the fares & markets,
and the inheritance of Moothall.

The Mannor was first questioned, wet (upon shewing of some
writs directed Semescallo & Ball'is Rich. Kighly, Rect. de Wigan,
Manerii sui de Wigan, and some litle things els) St Tho. Ire-
land, being of Counsell for the Town, yielded that the Mannor
indeed belonged to the parson, but said the streets and lanes
were the Town’s, and the Court Baron; whereto the Lord
Hubbard reply’d, what Mannor is that wet you deprive of the
Wasts and Court Baron? Then he answered, we will not con-
tend wtt him for Court Baron, but for the Court of pleas we say
it is the Town’s, & to prove this he shewed a confirmation by
Roger, Br of Coventry and Litchfield, of a deed of John Man-
sell, wherein he grants to the Burgesses omnes libertates &rec.
prout continetur in chartd Dom. Regis &c. et cur. portemote ; also
he produced diverse Court Roles in Henry 7 reigne of Courts
of pleas for debt held by the Mayor (weh it seems were held
only in that tyme when the guo waranto was brought by John

=
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Chaliner against the parson); and in reading of these Roles the
tyme was so spent as that my Lord Hubbart, having other
business for the Prince, arose and departed, appointing us to
confer by our Counsell together upon such points as wee could
agree on, and for the rest the Lords would appoint another day
to hear them after this Terme, & so my Ld Hubbard departed.

Whereupon the Lords (not entring into the other matters
above mentioned) heard some other differences, viz., first, I
complayned that the Parishioners denyed to provide wine for
the communion, but charged me therewt®, whereto the Arch Bp
sayd he would take order wtt them that denyed, but the Towns-
men replyed they would provide hereafter, and would procure
that I should be contented for what was past, and St Tho. Ire-
land promised he would deale wtt them to that effect. Then
Miles Letherbarrow was questioned for wttholding the Corne
Mill from the Parson in Millgate, and upon opening a litle of
the parson’s title thereto, even out of John Mansell's deed,
wherein he granted them liberty to grind only 20 mets Tole
Free, their Counsell yielded the mills was the parson’s, and
Letherbarrow falling on his knees besought the Lords to mediate
for him ; whereupon my Lord Arch BP entreated me to let him
have a lease during my tyme, and to use him moderately for
the rent, taking but 20 nobles yearly and my house corne tole
free, for I had asked Letherbarrow what the mill was worth
yearly, who answered, not above £20 a year (w<h was the cause
that my Lord Arch Bp thought that 20 marks was but sufficient
for the repaires and Miller's paines); I then told him if they
were no more worth I would be ruled by his Grace and use him
reasonably.

After this, young Haughton appeared for his father about his
Tith Hay, but nothing was spoken by the Lords in this business.

And this was the suine of this day's worke.

Peter Marsh brought me a note signifying from the Lords, the
Judges, that they had appointed us to meet again in Michaelmas
Terme, & then they would appoint us a day of hearing. I went
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to the Arch Bp and the Bp of Ely, who said they knew no such
thing ; but because Marsh and Forth were gone home to Wigan,
I desired the Lords to set downe a day certaine when we should
be heard, who have now appointed 3rd October next for us to
attend them at Lambeth about it.

Memorandum : The last hearing before the 4 Lords was the
23rd of February, 1618, when they made the finall order betwixt
me and the Wigganers.” 1

The order is as follows :

“Whereas upon two petitions tendred to the King’s Majesty,
the one by the Town of Wigan, the other by Dr. Bridgeman,
parson of Wigan, about certeine differences between them concern-
ing the mannor of Wigan, and ffaires, marketts, Leets, courts of
pleas, and Moot Hall ther: it pleased his Majesty to refer the
said matter to the Lord Arch Bishop of Canterbury, the Lord
Br of Ely, the Lord Chief Justice of England, and the Lord
Chief Justice of the common pleas, to hear and end the said
differences, or to certify his Majesty of the state thereof; we
the said Comissioners having accordingly heard the councell
learned in the Law on both parts att large five severall times,
and the said parties submitting themselves to our determination
(the one party, namely Dr. Bridgeman, doing it in person, the
other, namely the Corporation, appearing by some of their
Burgesses authorized under their town seal to conclude in the
name of their corporation), we doe therefore order and
determine the said differences as followeth :

1 The Mannor  Imprimis we find that Wigan is a mannor, and
that the parson hath shewed us many evidences and
Records for the same, as also for the Wasts and
soyl thereof, and the sute and service thereof by the
freeholders and inhabitants therein. Therefore we
order that the parson and his successors shall quietly
have and hold the Mannor of Wigan as in their own

* Wigan Leger, fol. 18, 19.
: GG
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right wt all the Wasts of the same, and the Court
Barron as incident thereto, with the sute and service
of the freeholders and all the inhabitants therein.
And because the Burgesses are many of them potters,
and cannot follow their trade il they should not
have liberty to dig clay on the Wasts of the said
Mannor, we doe order that it shall be lawfull as
well for the said potters as for the parson to dig
clay upon the said Wasts: provided that the places
80 digged be forthwith after the digging sufficiently
amended.

2 The Libertyes  And, that a peace may hereafter be established

Asfayms &

between the parson and his successors & the Cor-
poration & their successors, we doe order for the
fairs, matkets, Court of pleas, Court Leets, and Moot
Hall ther as followeth :

First, the Fayr wek j5 held on Ascension day
yearly, & the markett weh is held on Munday weekly,
wit all the profits & privileges thereto belonging,
shail be the parson's & his successors’ as in their own
right & title, & that the other fayr ther held on 5t
Luke's day, & the markett kept upon the fryday,
w' the profits thereof, shall be the Burgesses’ of the
same Town and their successors,’

Courtof plems  Secondly, that the pentice plea and the court of

Leots

Moot Hall

pleas shall be the Corporation’s & their successors.”

Thirdly, that the Easter Leet shall be the parson's,
& the Michaelmas Leet shall be the Burgesses.’

Fourthly, that the use of the moot-hall shall be
common to the parson and to the Corporation for
the keeping of their courts.

Lastly, that this our order between the parson
and the inhabitants shall hereafter be kept and
observed accordingly by all the said partyes and
their successors ; and il any parson of Wigan shall
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not hercafter cbserve the same, then nott to be
binding to any partye; dated this 23: febr: (618
[16184]

Ge. Cant. He. Montague

L. Elie He Hobart”1

The Archhishop of Canterbury at this time was Dr. George
Abbot, and the bishop of Ely Dr. Launcelot Andrews, who was
translated to Winchester a few days after this award was given ;
the Chief Justices were Sir Henry Montague, Lord Chief Justice
of England, and Sir Henry Hobart, Lord Chief Justice of the
Common Pleas. It appears from the above account of the trial
that Hugh Forth, the mayor of Wigan, and Case and Langshaw,
the bailiffs, had been guilty of some rudeness towards the rector
ot 2oth January, 1617-18, being the second year of his incum-
bency, for which they feared they might have to answer at the
court of enquiry held before the four Lords, The occaston was
this, as appears from a memorandum of Dr. Bridgeman'’s in the
Wigan Leger. The rector was in the court-house waiting to
kear the issue of an indictment which he had brought before
Mr. Wrightington and other magistrates against Hellen Lathwayt
for unlawfully holding possession of a certain part of the glebe,

“20 January, 1618. MY that while I was sitting at the bench
{before the foresaid indictment was brought in) some of the
towsmen, viz., the Bayliles Case & Langshaw, &c, went to the
mayer's heuse and told him that I was sit in his place, where-
upen the Mayor {called Hugh Forth) came up to the Halil, with
his father, Peter Marsh, Hugh Challoner, Ralgh Martlard,
Charles Leigh, &c., and came to the place where I sate, saying,
‘you must arise’, 1 answered, here the Justices placed me, yet
if he required it as a Justice of peace I would arise, He then
said, ‘you shall not sit there! I answered again, ‘If you say
you are a Justice of peace and so will sitt here I will remove.
Then he said, ‘I am a Justice of peace, and so 1 will sitt there’,

* Wigan Leger, lol. 2.
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whereupon I removed to the side: And when the Mayor having
the seate began to talk to me, and saying, what I had already
gotten I should make myself merry withall for I should have no
more, I told him I came not thither about my own business and
therefore desired him not to disturb the bench with private
matters. Yet, because he persisted speaking of it, I said
publickly, that as I had formerly so now again I did offer unto
the Town, that, if they would, we would put all our demands to
the hearing of indifferent gentlemen of the country or 2 Judges
or 2 Lawyers, and enter into a £1000 Bond on either side to
stand to that which they should say is just and right, with this
condition, that they would voluntarily swear beferehand that
on the perill of their soul they would speak what they thought
in their conscience was just. But the Mayor and his father and
Peter Marsh, &c. refused it, saying ‘we will try it by law to the
utmost.” I then desired a short issue, but they refused it.

Now in the meantyme, whiles I was sitting in the seat where
the Justices had requested me to sitt, and whiles the Mayor was
contending about it, some of the townsmen said aloud (viz. old
Wnm Ford, Hugh Challoner, Charles Leigh, &c.) ‘we will spend
all that we are worth before he shall sitt there, and Thomas
Forth said, ‘nay, we will spend our lives even before we will let
him sitt there,’ which Francis Brigs the Sheriff’s man heard and
said to him ‘you speak more than you can warrant,” and Henry
Reynolds bid him bear witness of it ; and Mr. Nowell, minister,
also heard it, as he told Wm Wicksteed.

Witnesses Wm Wicksteed.
Henrye Raynold.”

The suit for the walk, or fulling, mills on the river Douglas was
proceeding in the court of the Duchy of Lancaster before Sir
Humphrey May and Sir Edward Moseleyt at the same time
with the suit above mentioned, the following bill of complaint
having been presented in November, 1617 :

! Wigan Leger, fol. 20,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 225

“ Bill of complaint of John Bridgeman, Doctor of Divinity, and
parson of the parsonage of Wigan, who was seized in fee among
other things of two water mills, or fulling mills, and one water
corn mill, with the appurtenances, in the parish of Wigan, as in
right of the said parsonage, which he let to persons in Wigan at
a yearly rent, who in their turn have underlet the same. The
premises being let to William Langshawe, parishioner of Wigan,
he combined and confederated with one Hugh Langshawe,
Ralph Astley the elder, Ralph Astley the younger, Edmund
Greene and John Anderton, and having by indirect means
obtained possession of the deeds and evidences proving the
complainant’s title to the estate, and of the said mills, and by
colour of the said possession, have declared themselves owners of
the mills, and have unlawfully entered the same and expulsed
the complainant, at the same time taking all profits and issues.
Besides which he, the said Langshawe, has neglected the mills,
so that they are ready to fall to the ground. With regard to the
other mill, Cycilie Milner has unlawfully entered into and
possessed herself of the same without yielding any recompense
to the complainant. He (the complainant) states that Edward
Fleetwood, late parson of Wigan, exhibited a bill of complaint
against the said William Langshawe and Robert Pennington
and Thomas Pennington complaining of such or the like matters
touching one of the said mills. The defendants having answered,
a commission was awarded for examination of witnesses on both
parts; and, the said commission being executed and the deposi-
tions being certified into this court, the cause received a full legal
and judicial hearing ; upon which hearing a peremptory order,
in the term of Easter in the 27th year of the reign of Elizabeth,
was set down and made to this effect, viz., that whereas in
Hillary term upon the hearing of the matter on behalf of the
plaintifi (Edward Fleetwood), in the absence of the defendant, it
appeared that the plaintiff in right of his church was seized
of the mill then in controversy to him and to his successors,
Pennington (defendant) should avoid possession of the same; and
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if the zaid William Langshawe should not show good cause for
the occupation of the said mill, then it was further ordered that
the plaintiff should have such part or parts of the said mills as
the said William Langshawe then occopied ; and the said William
Langshawe should leave his occupation of the said mill at the
Feast of All Saints next ensuing, and the plaintif’ to have such
costs and charges as should be assesssed by the court  Foras-
much as the said Langshawe did appear and shewed no ecause or
title to his cccupation of the said mill or any part thereof, but
alleged that he had been at some charges on the reparation of
the mill whereof he prayed some consideration to be had, it was
ordered or decreed that the said Willlam Langshawe should
avoid the possession of the said mill and quietly suffer the
plaintiff and his assigns to occupy and enjoy the same,  After
which Edward Fleetwood entered the said mill and received the
profits of the same. Yet now the present defendants, knowing
Fleetwood to be dead, endeavour to deprive the complainant
{Bridgeman) of his rights.'"

Commission from the King was granted to Augustine Wildbore,
Edward Tempest, clerks, Richard Molyneux and Peter Marshe,
gentlemen, to enquire into the case, dated 1oth November, 15§
James L {1617).

Of the several answers of the defendants, William Langshawe
gays he remembers that Edward Fleetwood did exhibit a bill of
complaint against him and others, to which bill he made answer,
whereupon a commission was awarded for examination of wit-
nesses.  *Since his said answer, he{Langshawe} hath been given to
understand that long before the said complainant had anything in
the said fulling mills, and during all the time whereof the memory
of man is not to the contrary, a certain selected number of men
have been burgesses of the borough and Town of Wigan, and
that the same burgesses during all that time have been a3 body
politic, and so being, one Sir John Maunsell, clerk, long before
the said complainant *anything had’ in the said fulling miils,

! Duchy of Lancaster Pleadings, Mich. Term, 1817,
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being rector of the parish church of Wigan and parson of the
parsonage, and being seized of the Town of Wigan or some part
thereof, whereof the said fulling mills were and are parcel, in
his demesne as of fee in right of the said church, did, as this
defendant hath been informed, very long ago, but the certainty
of the time thereof this defendant cannot now express, by and
with the consent of Sir Robert Banester, knight, then patron of
the said church and parsonage, and of Roger, then bishop of
Lychefield and Coventry, then ordinary of that place, by deed
under his hand and seal, grant, for him and his successors, to the
aforesaid burgesses, their heirs and assigns for ever, the said
town of Wigan, whereof the said fulling mills were then, and
yet are, parcel, yielding and paying to the said Sir John Maunsell
and his successors certain yearly rents, which said grant the
said patron and ordinary did (as this defendant thinketh and
hopeth to manifest by several deeds under their seals) confirm
to the said then burgesses and their heirs and assigns for ever,
as by those deeds may appear, by which grant the said burgesses
entered into the said Town, and, so being seized, they, the said
burgesses, did use, occupy, and enjoy the said mills. And not-
withstanding it was ordered and decreed as aforesaid, he the
said Edward Fleetwood continually after, during all his life,
did permit and suffer this defendant to have, use, and occupy
such part of the said fulling mills as at the time of exhibiting
of the said bill of complaint . . . .. he (this defendant) did
occupy, so he (this defendant) doth think that the said Fleet-
wood did know that he had not right thereto. He (this
defendant) is a burgess of the said town, and heir of some
of the ancient burgesses of the said borough, and hath by
descent from his ancestors the inheritance of divers burgages in
the said borough ; and his ancestors have enjoyed the same part
of the said mills as parcel of their own inheritance, paying the
accustomed rent for the same.”

In the joint and several answers of Hugh Langshaw, Rauffe
Astley, the elder, Rauffe Astley, the younger, and Edmund
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Greene, they say that long before the said complainant “any-
thing had " in the two fulling mills, Sir John Maunsell, late
rector of Wigan, granted the town of Wigan, of which he was
geized, and of which the said mills were part, to the then
burgesses of Wigan, their heirs and assigns for ever, and the
said butpesses enjoyed the same.!

It was ordeted that, “ forasmuch as there were several decrees
made in this court in the 26th and z7th years of the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, for and on behalf of Edward Fleetwood, clerk,
then parson of Wigan, against the defendant, William Lang-
shawe, and against Robert Pennington and Thomas Pennington,
for the interest and. possession of one of the said fulling mills,
namely, that fulling mill which was then in the possession of
the then defendants, an injunction be awarded for the com-
plainant's possession of and in the said fulling mill so as afore-
said decreed for the said Mr. Fleetwood, as well against the
said defendant, William Langshawe, and ali other persons
¢laiming by, from or under him, as also against the said Robert
Pennington and Thomas Pennington, and all persons claiming
by or under them, since the first svit commenced; and the
defendants may shew forth a writ to take their answers the next
term, although the defendant Langshawe hath made a very
uncertain answer."2

In the following Term (Trinity Term, t6 James I} on 16th
June, 1618, a final decree was made in the matter between
John Bridgeman, plaintiff, and William Langshawe, Hugh
Langshawe, Ralph Astley, senior, Ralph Astley, junior, and
Edmund Grene, defendants :

“ Whareas the complainant by his bill did entitle himself to
two fulling mills in Wigan as parcel of the Glebe of the parson-
age of Wigan whereof he is parson, and whereof he and his
predecessors, parsons of Wigan, had suffered the defendants
and other neighbours to have the use at the pleasutre of the

s Thuchy of Lancaster pleadings, Hilary Teym, téu?.
* Duchy of Lancaater Decrees and Orders, 118 James I, Yol. xuvii. fol, 989,
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parson for the time being, and as his tenants at will ; and the
defendants claimed the inheritance of the said mills by and
* under a certain grant made by John Maunsell, sometime parson
of Wigan, to the burgesses of the said town, but shewed not any
such deed ; now this day the cavse coming to hearing, the same
was debated long by counsel learned en both parts; and upon
the heating of the said cause and upon the consideration of the
proofs, objections, and answers on both sides, it plainly appeared
that the said mills did belong to the complainant as parcel of
the Glebe of the said parsonage, and that the parsons of the
said parsonage had continually received rents for the same;
therefore, and for that the defendants did shew forth no title at
all to the said mills, it is ordered and decreed by the chancellor
and council of this court that the said complainant and his
successors, parsons of Wigan, shall for ever hereafter have, hold,
and enjoy the said fulling mills without stop, let, or interruption
of the said defendants or any of them, and that the defendants
shall forthwith yield the possession of the said folling milis
unto the complainant, and shall not in the meantime do or
commit any wilful or voluntary waste, nor suffer any waste to
be done by their means so long as they or either of them con-
tinue any possession in or upon the said mills or either of them,
(signed) Edw. Moseley."1

Dr. Bridgeman records in his Wigan Leger that the chancellor
entreated him to be good to the said defendants, and to let them
have a lease of the mills upon the old rents; whereto he assented,
but they obstinately refused to accept the offer, and so the
decree was established for the plaintiff* There is also a memo-.
randum in the same Leger to the effect that there was one other
tenant of these mills, namely Anderton, included in Dr. Bridge-
man'’s bill, but because he mistook his christian name, which he
thought to be John, he appeared not, so nothing was then done
against him.}

* Duchy of Lateaster Deerees and Orders, 15 James I, Trinity Term, folic 1372
* Wigan Leger, fol. 20 1 Fid
HH
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Those who were being sued were highly exasperated when
they found that the parson was likely to be successful. One
Alexander Green {son of the above-named Edmund Green} came -
to Mr. Edward Bridgeman {Dr. Bridgeman's brother) on 18th
May, 1618, and asked him when he had last seen Dr. Bridgeman;
and on his demanding why he enquired, the said Alexander
replied : “If I could meet him handsomely T would be one of
those that should kill him,” and he added the reason, “for he
hath a!lmost undone my father and hath made him spend half
hiz estate.” This was sworn to by Edward Bridgeman before
Sir Stephen Soame, alderman of London. And when Dr.
Bridgeman heard thereof he went to Sir Stephen Soame, who
sent for young Geeen (on the Friday before the hearing for the
walke mills), and when he asked him about these words he
denied them, but confessed that he had said, “ It is a pity he
should live,” and being committed prisoner to the counter in the
Pouitry he then confessed to the keeper that he had said, “If he”
{meaning Dr. Bridgeman) “ had been hanged when he first came
te Wigan it had been a good turne” On being sent for from
the ccunter before Sir Stephen and Mr, George Hyer he denied
it again, but said he had spoken some words which he then
rememberad not, and being asked why he said it, he answered,
because Dr. Bridgeman (as he had heard) is troublesome to the
whole town, &c., as Mr. Peter Marsh and Wm. Forth had told
him the last term.t

On 3rd May, 1618, while Dr. Bridgeman was in London, the
deanery of Windsor became vacant by the death of Dr, Anthony
Maxy, and application was made for it by many to the King, but
the King offered it the same day to Dr. Bridgeman without any
solicitation on his part. Three days afterwards, however, the
archbishop of Spalatro claimed a former promise from the King,
made at his first coming into England ; wherenpon Bridgeman
relinquished his title.2

* Wigan Lager, fol. 20,
* Family Evidenses  Marcos Antooiuns de Domios, formedy Archbishop of

Spalatro, hed the deanery pranted to him t3th of May, 1618, and was installcd dean
of Windsor, on the 18th May. He quitted it and lefi the country io 1622
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As to the Wigan corn mill, with respect to which the arch-
bishop had begged Dr. Bridgeman to deal moderately with the
tenant and to let him have a lease on lenient terms, the following
memorandume occurs in the Wigan Leger of July, 1618: “ M4
that on the day of July (1618), Miles Letherbarrow with
Gefirey Sherington his unckle in law came to me at Wigan Hall,
and tendred a lease to me for the corne mill in Miligats, and
desired me to seal it to him. I told him that il he would renounce
all the right to it save through me I would do se. For I found
by experignce in the Walk millers that though my predecessor
parson Fleetwood had evicted them and by three severzl decrees
gotten them to the church, yet upon submission he let the millers
still enjoy them without the taking possession himself or making
them renounce all other right save under the paraon, whercupon
they lately pleaded against me in the Duchy that, though Mr.
Fleetwood had formerly such decrees against them, yet he koew
in his own conscietice he had no true right unto them and there-
fore he sufferad them to enjoy the mill still. Now lest this Miles
Letherbarrow might hereafter say so of me to my successors, and
so put them to as much trouble for recovering this corne mill as
those fullers have put me unto for recovering of the fulling mill,
I required Miles Letherbarrow to renounce all other title under
hiz hand, and so I would seal him a lease, but he refused, saying
his ancestors built the said mill ard therefore he had right to
it, whersupon I refused to sign his lease. After that 1 sent
W= Brown to claim possession of the said mill, but Letherbatrow
refused to deliver it. And in presence of Captain Manwaring,
28th July, I offered to seal him a lease if he would renounce all
other title, but he refused.™

Dr. Bridgeman was therefore obliged to sue him for possession
at the next assizes, and an order to give the parson possession of
the Bridge mill was shortly afterwards made by Judge Winch, in
the following terms :

“Ldie Fouvis, 20th August, 1818, futer Fok'ern Brideeman clicus

f Wigan Lager, lul. 2c.
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et Milonem Letherbarvorwe. Whereas there hath been an indict.
ment preferred against the said Miles Letherbarrow for a foreible
entcy upon a corne mill belonging to the said Johm, and it hath
appeared unto the court that, at the instance of the Lord Arch
EBr. of Canterbury, the said John was willing to make a lease
thereof unto the said Miles, which lease the said John hath diverse
times since offered unto the said Miles accordingly, but he
obstinately hath refused the same, chalenging the said mill to
belong to himsell by other right than ftom the said John; now
because the said Miles doth publickly crave pardon of his
obstinacy, and acknowledgeth that he, the said Miles, hath
no right to the mill, and submitteth himself to these conditions
following: that is to say, that he will yearly pay to the said John
and his successors the yearly rent of £6 135 44, and do all suits
and services to the courts of the said John and his sucerssors,
and keep the said miil in good repair, and grind toll-free all the
cotne of the said John and his successors, which he or they shall
expend in hia or their house, and for his necessary servants' relief
of sustenance, or which he or they shall give to the poor; there.
fore upon the motion of this court the said John hath consented
that the said bill of indictment shall be withdrawne untill the next
assizes, to the end that if the said Letherbarrow shall behave
himselfe in such pood manner that the said Dr. Bridgeman shall
think good to make him a lease, then Roger Downes and Edmund
Breres, Esq™, shall consider what estate is fit for the said John to
make to the said Miles, and of the covenants and conditions in
the same; wherein they are required by the court to use in-
differency and do that which is fitting, and if they disagree then
they to report their differences to the next coming judge of
assize, H: Winch: "

“(On 25th Auvgust, 1618, Miles Letherbarrow, miller, came to
Wigan Hall, and humbly eatreated Dr. Bridgeman that he would
forgive him his former folly, 2nd accept him as a tenant to the corne

F Wigan Leger, fol. 24
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mill. But Dr. Bridgeman refused, only he told him that for the
rent which was due in his mother’s time (who was tenant to the
said mill) he the said Dr. Bridgeman would accept of so much of
it as his mother owed, namely, for that half-year which ended at
Christmas last, forty shillings; but for this half-year which ended
last Midsummer, being his mother died before it expired, and
that the said Miles intruded into it without the parson’s leave,
therefore he would not accept of the forty shillings rent for that
half-year, but would be satisfied for the mayne profits thereof.
But at the instance of the said Miles (who besought him to accept
as much and no more for that half-year than the Arch Bp of Caat.
set down for the time hereafter) the said Dr. Bridgeman was
content to take £3 6s. 84. of the said Miles in part of the mayn
profits of the corne mill which fell before last Midsummer, but
with protestation that he did not accept it as a rent, nor would
take any rent of the said mill hereafter, but upon the good
behaviour of the said Miles and the due performance of all
promises which he hath made to the said Dr.; and the said Miles
is content herewith, and hereupon hath under his hand subscribed
that he holds the said water corne mill but only by Dr. Bridge-
- man’s favour and as a tenant at will of the parson.
Witnesses hereof: Witt: Brown, Wilt: Wicksteed.”

The churchwardens of the Wigan parish church were chosen
in those days as they are now, viz, one by the parson, and the
other by the people, as appears by the following entry in the
Wigan Leger: “On Easter Tuesday (being 7° Aprill), 1618, 1,
John Bridgeman, chose Robt. Markland of Wigan, shoomaker,
to be churchwarden for this next year, according as Mr. Augustine
Wildbore had chosen (this day twelve months last) John Wake-
field, panner, to be churchwarden by my appointment, whiles
1 attended on the King in Scotland. Jo: Bridgeman.”? Dr.
Bridgeman’s curates at Wigan at that time were Mr. Augustine

* Wigan Leger, fol. 2s. ¢ Jbid., fol. 27.
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Wildbore, who received a yearly stipend of £16, besides his
diet, and Mr. Tempest,! who received £8 a year.

The question had been raised before the four commissicners
appointed by the Crown with respect to the liability of the
parishioners to provide bread and wine for the Holy Communion,
as to which the archbishop then said he would himself take order.
In the Wigan Leger, apparently under the date of zoth Aupust,
1618 there isthe following memorandumwith respect tothis matter:
“ M4, I convened the parishioners about providing for wine for
the communions : and some of them objected prescription that
the parson to find it at his own charge, alledging time out of
mind it had been so: and they brought in old John Bullock to
prove it, who offered to lay his hand on a book and swear that
during ali his remembrance the parson had found the bread and
wine at all communions at his own charge. I asked if he knew
the parson provide it in Queen Mary's dayes ? He answered yea:
but for the parishioners [I asked] or only f(or the priests? Yea,
quoth he, ior all the parishioners: nay, said I, for in Queen
Marye's days they received no comunions publickly in the church,
neither was it permitted the laity to receive the cup : whereupon
the old false man replied, to [thou] art to [toe] young to tell me
what was done in Queen Marye's days; I will swear that here
(standing in the old chancell) the parish were wont to drinck of
the cup at coibunions uswally, and I mysell have often done it here
in publick with many more, and a!l at the parson’s charge ; and he
was ready to have kissed the book, before some told him he
should take heed, for the Councell of Treat, &c, had forbidden
that the cup should be administered to the laity, and this was
generaily observed in time of Popery. And because they had
alledged custome for it, I told them good Lawes were made to
take away unreasonable customes, and that the Statute Law had
provided that the Bread and Wine should be provided at the

! ] suppose Mr. Tempest to have been the same with Mr. Edward Tempest who
was curate ot Upholland in Dr. Mawde's time, and who was probably serving the
same chapel at this time, and received the rest of big salary from other souees.
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charge of the parish {as appears by the Rubrick in the Cofunion
Book), and that, by cafion made by the King and church a°
1603, [they]had appointed the same in express words ; and that the
Comon Law did not charge the parson with it ; besides that they
could have no such custome, for in time of popery {and par-
ticularly in Queen Marye's days) the laity did not receive the cap;
and if there had been such a custome yet that interruption had
broken it; but expressly Mrs Christian Fleetwood, wife of
parson Fleetwood, and Gregory Turner, parson of Sephton, late
school mastr of Wigan (but now Justice of peace), were present
and offered to depose that parson Fleetwood in his time did not
find the Wine at the monthly comunions (whereof he was the
first beginner} but caused the collections to be made in the time
of the receaving amongsat the communicants, and when the
comunion was ended he took the money and told it on the Table,
and ocut of it he took so much as paid for the wine, and gave the
rest to the churchwardens for the poor't  After this time D,
Bridgeman no longer provided the bread and wine, bot charged
the churchwardens to provide them,

The year 1618 (being the 3rd year of his incumbency at Wigan)
must have been one of heavy expense to him. In this year he
had to pay off the remainder of his costs for the trial of the pre-
vious year, and in the same year he made considerable additions
to his parsonapge house, the Hall of Wigan, where he built the
parlour and garden chambers, gallery, stairs, and private chapel,
into which he put a stained glass window in the following year3
But he had now begun to receive some benefit from his recovered

! Wignn Leger, ful, 4.

* Family Evidences. There was no architectural beansty abeut Lhie little private
chapel, which was sbont, 23 feet in length by 8 in breadth, and abutted oo the
south-east end of the bouse. II had been used ax the Iste rector's stody when the
present rector came in [364, and when it was pulled down with the rest of the house
In 1873 there were irnces of there having formerly been a large wide window at 1he
sotth east end, which T take to have been that farthest from tbe altar, probably some-
what like these in the Gerard or Walmesley chupel of the pariah chorch
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rights. The rents of the manor this year amounted to £33 171, 34,
and the whole year's profits of the benefice were £615 145 1141

The King had promised his chaplain to nominate him to
a bishopric when a vacancy should occur ; and he first promised
hirn the bishopric of Chichester which was then about o
be vacated, but in the meanwhile the see of Chester became void
by the translation of bishop Thomas Morton to the diocese of
Lichfield, in which he was confirmed on 6th March, 1618-1g.
Dr, Bridgeman was thersupon nominated to the see of Chester,
with a commendam to retain the rectory of Wigan. The Comgéd
a'elire was issued 8th March.2  He was elected by the dean and
chapter 15th March,3 confirmed bishop in St. Benet's church
near Paul's Whard, Lendon, on 7th May,* and consecrated at
Lambeth by George (Abbot), archbishop of Canterbury, John
(King}, bishop of Londen, John (Buckeridge), bishop of Rochester,
Thomas (Morton}, bishop of Lichfield, and Arthur {Lake), bishop
of Bath and Wells,S on Sunday, gth May, 1619, together with
Dr. John Howson, bishop of Oxford, and Dr. Rowlaad Serch-
field, bishop of Bristol$

The expense of being made a bishop was no light matter in
those days. The payments in connection with it came, in his case,
to nearly £ 500, as appears by his zccounts of that year; namely,
for “Gloves which I then gave, £100; dinner and fees, £100;
fees of homage for baronty, £60 ; fees of consccration at Lambeth
and York with confirmation, &c., £52; fine to the King upon
comendd, £40: lees, £7; restitution to temporalities, £ 14; fees of
the congd d'efire & Royal Assent, £28 ; besides travelling charges
from London to York and Chester several times & other fees of
expedition, £go. As the bishopric of Chester was of mo great
value for sc high a charge, being not more than £420 per anmem,

1 Family Evidences, * fHial

¥ Le Neve's Fortd, ¢ fid.

$ Stubbe's Regirdrmom Soorim Awglicanum.

% Fumily Evidences; see also Birch's Cowrt of Foewer L, wol i p. 161 ; and Le
Wewe's Kaai,
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bishop Bridgeman was permitted to retain his stalls at Exeter
and Lichfield, together with the rectory of Wigan, én commendam,
Among his disbursements for the year 1619 he mentions the
painting of his picture in bishop's robes, for which the cost was
but thirty-five shillings.t He also menticns among his episcopal
equipments two black velvet caps, and a scarlet cap.

In this year, 161g, after Easter, bishop Bridgeman held his first
court leet and his first court baron for the manor of Wigan, to which
he had now made good his title, and alsa his first fair at Ascen-
sion tide. But the profits of the former were barely sufficient to
pay the fees of the officers who kept his courts, At the first
court leet his charges were: for the dict of his officers and jurors,
at John Hyde's, because he was himself at London at the time,
28s.; piven to the steward’s man gs.; and for wine for the justices
who came to see that good rule was kept 125, The charges for
his first fair came to £8 115 34, namely, lor wages to toll-
gatherers and to the watchmen 28s. 34; the diet for Mr. Fleetwood
deputy steward and his train all the fair time £6 gs. 5d; sweeping
the streets after the fair 184; to W= Rigby clerk of the
pypouder court? 55. 64.; the steward's horses charge 7+

Though the profits of these courts were small in themselves,
they were of inestimable value to the lord of the manor as the
means of establishing and preserving his rights. At a court
baron held at Wigan on the ath October, 1619, a verdict was
given by a jury of Wiganers that Letherbarrow holds the corn
mill as a tenant at will, and by no other title :

* Curia Baronis Reverendi in Chrislo patris ac Domini Fol'is
Epizeopi Cestren. o8 Rectoris de Wigan tent. apud Wigan quarto
diz Octobris Anng Regni Regis Facobi Angliz Franc, el Hibermiz
dectmo septimno et Scoliz Quinguagesimo terfie Annogue Domini
Millesimo Sexceniesimo decims nono,

* This is probably the pleture which is siill in the bishop™s palace at Chester.
* Pypowder ot Plepowder Court : a court held in fadrs for redress of all disorders
committed thersin,

1z
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Noming Furatorurn—
Kob'tus Barrow de Wigan Aldermanus,
Huge Fourd de Wigan Aldermanus.
Richardus Worthington de Pemberion gen.
Williamus Fourd de Swinlpwy gen.
Nicholaus Pynington de Tnce gen.
Thomas Mavkland de Wigan,
Robertus Gevard de Tnce gen.
Raogerus Laithwaite de eadem gon.
Henricus Wakefield de eadem gon,
Facobus Partricke de eadem pen.
Robertus Orrell de eadem gen.
Thomas Crouchiowe de eadem men.
Richardus Marsh de Aspuil gen.

Tnquesitio capta dix & Ammp supradictis per tacrum dictarum
Lersonarum supramomiingl, qus dicunt ¢f praEsoniant gt sequitiur pro
Lomine Manerii,

Ltem dicunt et preesentant quod Milp Latherdarow de Wigan in
com', Land. Mileer venit in cadon curia die o8 Anne supradictis
& cognovit se tenere de Domino Mannerii et Rurvgi de Wigan fure
ecclesi sue de Wigan unwm Molendinuwm Agquaticum in Wigan
pradict. wt Tenens ad voluntatem Sicti Domini ef pev nuifum alivm
titulwm sew indcrest per redditum sex Librarum iredecim solidorum
& guaiuor denaricrum annualim solvend. et ad molendinend. omnia
srana dictt Domini Mannerii lbere sine Theolovio, Bt Ulterins
eagnovilt se antehac solvisse annuatim ocioginta solidos.

Tt dicunt et prasenmiant quod pradictus Mils tenet de dicte
Domine Mons Molendin, Anglice The Miln Hill £t unam Horream
Anglice one Bam g reddiy. 2 8411

Letherbarrow had already submitted himself to the bishop in
August of the previous year, and accepted the tenancy of the
mili as a tenant at will, which he held till his death in 1627.

1 Wigan Leger, fol. 32, the capy of which inte the Leger {u certified by Joho Groene
as examined and agrecabie to Lhe original record.
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Dr. Bridgeman also succeeded in establishing his right to pro-
hibit the working of any other mills within the manor or borough
as being prejudicial to his own, as appears by the iollowing note
in the Wigan Leger:

" 14th September, 1619. AMfemorand. Whereas there hath been
a sute commenced between Dr. Bridgeman, parson of Wigan,
and now lord bishop of Chester, and Hugh Forth, alderman of
Wigan, for and about 2 corne mills in the mannor of Wigan
which he the said Hugh Forth did cccupy the last vear, whereof
one was a horse mill which he keeps in his house wherein he grinds
talt, and another is a water mill which he rents of Thomas
Gerrard of Ince, gent, and which was built lately upon Lorington
Brool,! which brook Miles Gerrard, father of the said Thomas,
having diverted out of his right course, did build thereupon the
said mill. And now the said Dr. Bridgeman hath sued Hugh
Forth for the Tyth corne of both the said mills for the time past,
so long as they were in the possession of the said Hugh, as also
for that the said mills are both of them erected in the wrong of
the said Dr. Bridgeman and of his church of Wigan, for that the
parsons of Wigan have for divers hundreds of years had a water
corne mill in Milgate in Wigan, whereto the inhabitants doe owe
sute and have usually ground all their corne.  Now the agreement
macde by the said Lord bishop of Chester, parson of Wigan, and
the said Hugh Ferth is; First, the said Hugh Forth doth acknow-
ledge that he hath no right to have or use any mill in Wigan
other than the sute corne water mill in Milgate belonging to the
patson, and that he will, upen any command or signification of
the parsen's pleasure, demolish & suppresse his said horse mill,
and he confesseth it stands in wrong of the parson, and that
formerly it hath not been their use that any shonld have such
mills in Wigan without the parson’s leave.  And for the time past
he doth now submit himself to the Lord bishop and doth offer to
pay him what Mr. Dr. Ellis and Mr. Thomas Humfreyes shall

1 This book in naw called Claniogton brook and forms the boundary of the manor
ar baroigh of Wigan on the sonth-east side
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think reasonable, and for the time to come he will noe longer let
that mill stand or be of use for grinding than he shall have the good
will of the parson of Wigan for the time being ; and all the while
it shal! stand he promiseth to pay to the parson and his successors
the just tenth of the toll and profits thereof, or to stand to the
payment of what soime he shall require as reasonable thereto;
and to perform all the [said] promises he binds himself and his
heirs and executors in a £100 current English money.

Memorand. that it is further agreed that whiles the said horse
mill doth stand and is of use by suflerance and approbation of
the parson of Wigan, the said Hugh Forth or his assignes shall
pay yearly for the profits thereof to the parson the some of three
shillings four pence at Christmas and Midsummer.

John Cestren, Hugh Forthe.
Witness hereof Tho. Dod
Da. Elyse Aug. Wildbore
John Hyde Tho, Homfreyes
Edw. Tempest Will. Browne™

Having thus settled with the then tenant of Mr. Gerard's milt
for its suppression, he subsequently procecded against a new
tenant whom Mr. Gerard had since put in, and on 1st February
of the following year, 1619-20, the iollowing agreement was made
with the landlord concemning it :

“Whereas there hath in parson Fleetwood's tyme been erected
a new corn water mill in the mannor of Wigan by Miles Gerard of
Ince, gent, deceased, whereupon sute was begun in the Dutchy
by the said parsen complayning that it is done in prejudice of
him as lord of that mannor of Wigan, and of his sute corn mills
in Wigan Town ; and whereas since that tyme the jurors of my
Court Baron of Wigan have questioned the said mill now in the
occupation of Thomas Gerard son of the said Miles, and find that
it is but lately erected in the memory of man, and sett upon
Lorington brool:, which was a boundary between the mannors ol

! Wigan Leyer, fol, 24,
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Wigan and Ince, and was diverted out of his course by the said
Miles that he might thereby have water to serve his said new
erected mill; and whereas there now is a sute depending between
me the parson of Wigan and John Farebrother, Miller, for the
tithe of the said new erected mill : Now the said Thomas Gerard
hath supplicated to me that I would suffer his said mill to stand,
and to take an annuall rent or sufi of money for the tenth or
tith thereof yearly, and he offereth to pay me yearly for the said
tith 204, that is to say 5* every quarter so long as I shall suffer
the said mill ther to stand : Know all men therefore that, at the
request of S Thomas Gerard the elder and his son S Thomas
Gerard the younger, of the b'rin, Knights, T am content that the
said mill shall stand, till I or my successors shall otherwise be
pleased or have just grievance coffered to them or me; and also
I am content to accept of the said 20% yearly rent for the tenth
or tith of the Toll thereof to be paid quarterly as aforesaid.
Witnesses —William Seller, Jo. Cestren,
Robert Jolic. Tho. Gerrard.":

After the settlement with Hugh Forth for the two corn mills,
namely, on the 1§th September, 1619, Dr. Bridgeman, having now
had quiet possession of the fulling mills on the Douglas for about
a year and a half, admitted, as his tenants at will, to the upper
ot Coppull Mili, Ralph Astley, Ralph Anderton, and Edmund
Greene, all of Wigan, fullers: they having acknowledged that
they had no right or title to any of the said mills, from which they
had justly been put out of possession by a final decree in the
Duchy Court. They promised to behave themselves dutifully to
the parson and his successors, and never again to claim any right
thereto except as tenants at will ; they engaged to pay the parson
a yearly rent of 305, covenanted to erect and set up the szid mill in
as good a fashion as ever it was before, and to give up possession
whenever it shall be demanded of them by the parson for the

1 Wigmn Leger, fol. 45. 47
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time being, to which they bound themselves, jointly and severally,
and their heirs and executors, in a bond of £100.1

A few days later, namely on 2rst September, 16ig, James
Langshaw came to Wigan Hall and requested to be admitted as
a tenant at will to the Lower Walk-mill, promising to pay a
yearly reat of gos. to the parson, to rebuild the mill irom the
ground to the top in the following spring, to keep it in constant
repair, and to leave it to the parson or his successors when it shall
be demanded of him ; for the due performance of all which he
offers to bind himself, his heirs, executors and assigns in a bond
of 100 marks. He was accordingly admitted on these terms and
he further covenanted that he would not sublet the mill to any
other witheut the parson’s leave.?

On 2nd November, 1615, William (rmshaw, aliaz Ascroft, and
Robert Jolly, the two bailifls of the town, with Roger Bulleck,
a burgess of Wigan, came to the Hall, at the entreaty of Peter
Plat, and desired the bishop to give the same Plat leave to con-
titue a gutter or passage on to the lord's waste, which is the
street of Miligate, to conduct the water from a coalpit which he
had digged in his own ground near to Millgate, atd which is now
ful! of water so that he cannot work it. He promised to content
the bishop for such licence in whatever fashion he should demand;
and he only asked this liberty for a month that he might try what
benefit he could make of that pit, and afterwards he will pay the
bishop either in money or in coals what he {the bishop) shall
think reasonable sc long as his said coalpit lasts.?

On 12th of November, 1619, Thomas Gerard, junior, of Ince,
gentleman, having swern fealty to the bishop and his successors,
parsons of Wigan, for the lands which he holds of him in the
manot of Wigan, called Synderacres, brings to the bishop a pair
of white leather gloves which he thinks himself bound by his cath
of fealty to pay to him on All Saints Day in each year$

* Wigan Leger, fol. 26, At the regoest of the tenants the bishop allowed them 20"
towards the re-edification of this upper mill (Fal. 105}

' Wigan Leger, lol. 28. 3 Jeid,, fol 34. 4 twd,, fel. 38
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On 15th of the stame month, Robert Bankes, who had used a
horse mill in Scholes te grind malt, closed it on being shewn
that it was in prejudice of the parson's suit mill, and now comes
to the bishop and asks permission to continue it during the
parson's plezsure, and to pay what is reasonable for it He
ackrowledges that it was erected by his father in the wrong of
the parson about ten years since whiles the burgesscs reputed
themselves Lords of the manor, but now that the manor is found
to be the parson's, and that the burgesses have sworn fealty to
the parson, he stands at the devotion of the said parson for the
use of his horse mill ; and will pay him yearly whiles it stands
such rents as the said parsons shall think meet, besides the due or
tithe thereof, and forhear to use it when he or they shall forhid
him ; and for performance hereof be now binds himself, his heirs,
exscutors and assigns in an hundred pounds corrent English
money, to be paid to the said parson ot his successors on break-
ing any of the szid promises. This was signed as an agreement
by the bishop and Robert Bankes, and witnessed by William
Fleetewood, Aug. Wylbore, Ed. Bridgman, Lawrence Prescot
and William Seller.t

A new terrier of the glebe land was made out this year,
which is described as “ A perfit Terrier or Survey of all the
Demesne Lands of the Rectory of Wigan as it is now in the
possession of me, John Bridgeman, bishop of Chester, and parson
comendatory of the said Rectory, being surveyed and measured
28th day of September, 1619, by George Bordman, of Wigan
aforesaid, both according to the account of Lancashire measure
of 24 foot the fall or pole, and according to the account of
statute measure of 16 foot and half to the fall or pole”

As this is the only Terrier known to be extant between that
date and 1814, I shall here transcribe it in full,

! Wigan Leger, fol 15, A sobsequent seemoranden inthe year 1632 shews thal the
rent of this barse mill, or rather the acknowledgment Lhat it is only them on sufferanee,

was L. yearly, besides the Lol or tithe which mume to 135 44, for throe years, being
the price of three windles of malt.
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« THE PARSONS MEDOW, lying nere Adam Bridge and bounded w# the
River of Douglas, conteynes in it

DIGLAKES portion, severcd from parsons medow only by the River of
Douglas [should be &y g streamlet vunming ints the Douglas] cons
teynes in it

MAYNES, behind the Barn

MAYNES, next to it, called the Midle Maynes

MAYNES, on the high hill

THEE LITLE RYECROFT, at the east side of that Maynes
CARRESLYTCH Maynes

MEDOW, under the Hall

OLD ORCHARD or CONYGREW, next the highway against Prescot's house
on the one side and Hall Medow on the other side

LiTTLE ORCHARD, or well yard next to it
PARSNEP YARD
WALKS, one the gutside of the Mote ditch
MiLkiNG FOLD

COURT, before the gates and barne side

Totall of all the premises (not reckoning the houses or gardens or
mote Diitch or site of barnes and out houses and Tenants at will
ar Encroachments, &c.) is
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Fall et polen ‘f;';"“ Faok

Kquare -qu:qri- Kusro. Inches,
19 ¢ 2 o  oflarge
16 &dimid. 3 7 dim 54 of statute } measure
37 3z o o of large
13 6 6 108 of statute } measure
o 40 0 o of larpe
28 31 o 0  of statute } measure
28 56 o ©  of large
18 . 3 72 of statute } measure
4 5 3 o oflarge
22 dim, 1w 6 54 of statute } measure
20 o o0 o of large
11 dims. z 1 18 of statute } measure
i 4] [¢] 0 of large
23 dim. 13 1 5 of statute } measure
25 o o o of large
L4 dim. I 3 54 of statute } mecasure
I 3z o 0 oflarge
26 9 4 72 ofstatute } measure
20 o o ¢ of large
6 dim. 13 3 54  of statute } measure
12 o 0 0 of large
5 iz o a of large
20 dim. oz t4  of statute } measure
10 15 0 0 of large
21 dim, 5 §dim. 18 of statute } measure
4 o 0 o of large
13 2 6 36  of statute } measyre
19 37 3 +] of large
3 12 g 36 of statute } measuarc
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BesiDES CaLves CROFT, nere the pound, which parson Fleet-
wood kept in his hand, but Dr. Massy let Alexander Lathwait
rent it, but I have leased it to Lawrence Prescot duramie bene
Placito for 405, yearly. It is a close of about an acre; lying
behind the house of Lawrence FPrescot, [having] only a toft
between them.

THE LEas, which is a moiety of that close next to the high-
way by the pound, below the parsonage house ; the other half of
which close is now possessed by Jenct, the wife of — Greenough ;
the last year I kept it in my hand, but this year my Baylife
hath sett the hay thercof to Jo. Hyde for 33s. 44.; quare how
Greencuglh holds the rest?

CucksToOL CROFT, at the lower end of Walgat, taken out of
the highway 114 years since, and lately occupied by Alexander
Lathwait ad placizum, but last year 1 kept it in my hand, and
this year I set it to W Brown of Walgat for 165, being about
half an acre or less.

SMALSHAWS CROFT, which T took into my hands after the
death of Widow Lathwait, and have since lett it to Robt
Smaishaw for ros. yearly rent, Itisa long narrow plece, and
Iyvesin . . . between . . "I

It should be stated for the information of the reader that in
every acre of 8 yards to the pole there are 10240 square yards;
in every acre of 7 yards to the pole are 7840 square yards, and
in every acre of 5} yards (that is, a statute acre} 4880 square
yards ; so that 100 acres of 8 yards to the pole is 133)4 acres of
7 yvards to the pole and 21114 of statute acres?

Almost the whole of the land in the manor or township of
Wigan was now occupied, chiefly by tenants in fee, who held by
fealty, and in most cases either in socaped or by certain small
annual chief rents ; in some cases ancient burgages were held by
the heirs or assigns of the old burgesses at a rent of 124, a year,
and in some cases lands, houses, or closes werg held by tenants

T Wigan Leager, ol 30, 3t R ol 1 See page 32, nole
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at will. Many, perhaps most, of the original chief or fee farm
rents had lapsed before bishop Bridgeman's time (for those
mentioned in the various inquisitions from which we have quoted
will have been but z small portion of the old manorial chief
rents).  Several of them, however, remained in his time, of which
the greater part have since lapsed, though a few are still payable;
but these are now received by the corporation of Wigan and
not by the parson. During the vwsurpation of the manorial
rights by the town not only the burgesses but others also seem
to have supposed that they were entitled to take possession of
any unoccupied land, or waste as it was called, upon which they
chose to extend their buildings, or which they took in to them-
selves as enclosures; or at least they did so under the impression
that there was ne one to stop them, Many of these, which were
recent encroachments within the memery of living man, were
recovered in the courts baron by the bishop, who maoderately
taxed them at casy rents, and obliged the tenants to confess
themselves tenants at will to the parson for these encroachments,

In the year 1619 he received from the manorial rents, fe,
chief rents from tenants in fee, £23 155, and from the rents of
tenants at will, £20, namely, of Roger [Miles?] Letherbarrow for
the com mill, £6 135 44, and for mill hill and bam, 35 44 ; of
Fokn Hide for his Inn called the Eagle, and a close called fous
tolts, 2or, and for & close called the chequer, 8s, for a Lilne
near it, 25, for an acre in the Lees next the pound, 4o, for
Cookstocl toft and the Eyes toft, 20s.; of Fehu Orrel! for his
house, 105, ; of Widow [ Xatherine] Traves for her house, 8z ; of
Latwrence Preseo? for his close in the Lees, 4o8, for Coppull Mill,
300, ; of Famer Langshaw for the School fulling Mill, 405, for
Winstanley's house, 24, ; of [Afexvander] Buckley Tor Fayrbrother's
toft [in Scholes), 3s. 4. ; of [ Themas] Kirdy! for his house, 45 84, ;

1 Thiy house of Thomas Kirby, or Kirkby, was situated in Millgate, between that
of widow Katherine Travis towards the Earr on the lower side and a house inhabiled
by Gilbert Harvy Smith towards the Wint ¢r upper side.  IL had a croft, gacden,
and cowhouse belonging to it, for whick he had jong paid to the parsons of Wigan -
a renl of 4o Bl yearly. (Wimn Leger, fol. 23}
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of Roger Mather for his three tofts, 3. 44.; of Fames Marsk for
two tofts, 2s.; of Alice Ford) ior her house, &c., Is. 44.; of
[Rickard] Winckiys for house and two tofts, 2s. ; of the butchers

* Alice Ford wes the widow of William Ford, pewterer.  She held » house
{wherein her hushaod formerly dwelt] wilh a croft and todl ic Schales, next to Scolfield
gute o the one side and the house of Robert Bankes on the other,  [Wigan Leger,
ol 23}

* Richard Winckley's ' brquse and tofts were seized inlo the parsan’s hands oo 4th
Jaomary, 1610-30, because he, belng a tenant et will to the parson, as his remtals
shew, did torn teoact to Adam Baoks (who, mnder coloar of a fraudulent purchrse
which be preteads to have made from tbe Baron of Newton, Sir Thomas Langtan,
goes aboot to deceive the church of these tenements), acd, on subomission of the aaid
Richard Winckley, whe now fums tesant to the parton, be was re-admitted on the
same day," Richard Wischkley died in 1621 (he was buried ca 11th Jaly of that year),
and Adam Banks then craflily obtained possession ma appears by the follawing
memerandum i the Wigan Leger (fol. 61, 62}: I caused Adam Banks, Sibill
Winckly, late wife of old Richard Winckly, and ber son, and one Willism Miller, o
pewtercr, to be indicted ut the open sessions for a forcezble enbry 00 2 messusge and
twa tofts, and on w coltage adjcining, which stands on my wast. The canze was
this ; old Winckly held that messumge and two 108ts of me az parsen of Wigan, wnd
w3 my tenant at will, aod did sckoowledge the same in bis lifetime to me apd diverse
athers, vie, to Lawrencs Posseot, &¢,, and although be had & while before nbsenled
himself, yei being called on at last he came and subscribed amongst my tenants xt
will in the presence of my som, Orlande, and William Brown ; besides & jary of
borgesses at & Court Baron (whereof Robert Barrow, late emayor, was one} foond
nupon fll hearing of the cause that he wns my tesant wt will for the premises, s
sppears by the recand of the Court, wnd especially jo my great folio book which my
meward, Richard Walton, keeps ; for because 1 saw that Adam Baoks began o make
kitle to this messnage [ proposed if in u full asembly of the Towu st 2 Court Baron,
and he brought forth all his evidence and proofs, but it appesred to them by my
rentaly for about Go years together that the parsony bad received eent for the premiscs
i his rentals ay tenant at will, and that whereas 1 burgage pary yeary if i1 be a free-
held byt rzdt for a howse wnd five ronds, thly messuage and two teofs, oot being twa
roods, yet had alwaps paid zs, yewrly, whereupoo, as alsa [upon] the confession of
the tenant bhimself and other procfs, the jury found as aforesaid.  Yet when old
Winckly dled this present year, ns hiz wife was artending bis corps to the foenll,
Adam Bunks crutily got icto the bowse (catling cot & woman that wis in it ws if he
would have spoken wilh her und sent her in an ermnd), and 50 kept the poor widaw
out of possexsicn until che had seeured him to turn tenant to him and to kesp
poxsession For bim ; but when I sent for ber and percrived that she would not become
py temant, helng, ws she mald, tied to Banks amd threatened by him, thereupor I
indicted him thix sessions, and the cause was openly beard before the justices and jury
ut the Bench, and Lhe bill found and restitution awapded me.  The like was fooad
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for eight shops under the Moot hall, £1 35 84 ; of [Roger]
Brownl for Hardibut, 5. 84.; of Mrs, [Elizabeth] Markland,

for the cottage which he had built near it in part of the hig highway, for it was proved
by oath of old Orrell, the belfounder, that it siood on the wasl, and he deposed he
koew it to be part of the highway when it was tnken in, and some sets planted there
to make hedge for a Jittle garden to Wiocklys hoose, wilhin these 40 years, ns
Lawrence Prescot also sod athers ¢an witness, My, Sparkes, 1he under Sheriffe,
sent bis depoty, Mr, Nicld, with a writ, &¢, to remove the force out of the said
hemse and b take aad deliver 1o me or my assigues poasession thersol; and accord-
ingly I assigned wy servant, William Brown, of Markelsteed, gent, to receive the
poatesslon fzom the Sheriffe's deputy, who removed Widow Winekly and her zon, &e.
out of the azid house, and out of the cottage adjolning, and out of both the tolts, and
put my said servant in possession thereof, delivering the key to Wm. Brown, whe
brooght it to me; and after I bad kept it o while I delivered it to Deodatos Paulzt,
payuter, to keep it for me ; and becanse the widow was very sotrowiull for that she
had not delivered me possession, and was now destitute of & bouse end proffered
securily for ber faythfull tenancye to my church hereafter if 1 wonld restors her
againe, I have taken pitty of her and doe intend that she shail att length have the
hovse agayme, but because T will for & while posstsse my church thereof, I have
required her bo gett her another lodging for o week of two, and then T doe purpose
to take her ag=ine 10 be my Tenant therein,  So now she is departed home and dalh
lodge in another house above in the mme street, where Mr, Wakefield lately dysd.
Jo. Casteen.” [Wigan Leger, fol 61.) *23sd Ociober, 1821—UUpon the bumble submis-
sion of the taid Sibill Winckiy and her son, who bave promised {and bound themsslves
> me in o Lroo bond with Dreodatus Paulet their sunety} to be ever trae tenant to me
and my successors parsons of Wigan, and never ko leave the possession to any other
than the parsons of Wigan (for the time being), I doe now deliver her the key of the
said house and admitt her to my said tenement as my tenant at will, and have impeosed
on her 4. yearly rent {over and above the 2s. formecly paid) in token that she is my
tenant at witl, and bave taken her ackmowledpment hertto under her hand among
my tenants at will Jo. Cestren.  Witness Ra Brereton
Ralph Collingwood.®  (fol. Gz).

t On gth Janeary, 16rg-29, the bishep took inte bis own hand this Hardibut Toft
in Scolfield, which was held by Roger Brown, genl., &t & rent of 17, B, as a tenant
at will, **becaass the said Roger Brown lives rogueing about Loodon and does not
pey hbis rent,” and deaied that be was & tepant at will 1o the bishop {fol. 41). The
bishop aflerwards let it to Lawrence Frescol, his servant, and Lawrence, being cld,
disposed of it in May, [622, 10 old James Brown, of Scholes Girdler, who asked to
be admitted as tenant, sa the bishop accepted him 0s a tenant at will at an increased
sent of 3., but anly for a shoet Hime, Lecause he intended, if he saw fit, to offer it o
young William Brown, the son of Roger, his former tenant, when he came to the age
of zr years (ful. 70). Roper Brown was posscssed of considerably more land thay
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now wife to W, Brown [of Chester], for her cottages wherein
Core and Mason dwell, 25. 84 ; Roger Lathwayt' 64

He also received payments for reliefs of tenants at their death,
namely, of Elizabeth the wife of Mathew Markland and two
others, but the amount is not given. frews, a pair of white gloves
from Mr. Gerard of Ince with 15 44, ; ffem, profits of actions at
his Wigan Court Baron, which he gave to the officers, except at
the court before Christmas when Mr, Walton gave him 3, ior
it ; ftesn, irom amerciaments at the Leet held at Easter, most of
which he forgave, bot he received it first into his hand and then
gave it back, only he made old Wm, Ford pay 15 and Peter
Marsh 15, and some other of the aldermen and burgesses, making
in all 10s.; Jzem, from profits of the fair held in Wigan at Ascen-
sion, 1619, by his steward Wm. Fleetwood, in the absence of
Richard Walton his chief steward, a8/ ; Frem, from profits of the

this In Wigan, unleas he had made away with his inhedtance, By inquisition
kken at Wigan on 31st March, 16ro, after the death of Willlam Brown,
geotlemaan, whe died at Ince oo ryrh May, 38 Elfzabeth, 1596, it was found
that he died siezed of 14 messoages, ®x acres of land, one mere of meadow,
and four acres of pasiure, in Wigan, besides lands in Ince, leaving Roger Brown,
his son and heir, who was 33 years of age and more at the date of the inquisition.
The messunges, &c., in Wigan were held of Gernrd Massie, clerk, in socage
by leally and Bs, 4. yearly renl, and were worth g ampem (clear} £4
(Frg. p. m, B James, No. 62}, The said Wm, Brown, the younger, appaars (g have
baen shortly aflerwards admitted a9 a tenant in fee, for on sxth July, 16286, Rzlph
Brown, of Wigan, genb, came to the bishop and in the presence of Edward Llayd
phd Mr. Langley, vicar of Leyland, tendered 8r 42, for a relief for that Jand which
11 b3 him it Scholes, Ko, in the maner of Wigen, by the death of hiy nephew,
William, late san of Roger Brown, of Ince, brother of the said Ralph, The bishop
pcfused it, hecauwse [l toe years' rent was the customary relicf in the manoe of Wigan,
which had formetly been paid by the said Willlam on the death of Ruger his father.
A few days later Ralph acknowledged his linbility, but a1 he was afflicted by
grievaus At of stone and coald not stir, he desired that his sen, to whom he had given
over his title to |he estale, might be admiited in his stead {Wigan Lager, fol. tr5).
Mr. Ralph Brown, gentleman, de Ince, was buried at Wigan on 1rth Maxoch, 1626-7
{Farich Regisler)

P Roger Lathwait’s twke for which he paid 64 yearly, as a tenant at will, was part
af 2 collage, croft, and garden in Wigan Woodhguses, whersqf the other porting was
his own freehold (Wigan Leger, fol, 4ah '
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tolls upon the Monday markets all this year, £1 5s.; [Jtem, for
actions at courts Mr. Walton his steward paid him 3s. 44.;
Easter book of Wigan ger William Wakefield, £23 11s. 44.;
Easter book of Holland which Wm. Turner recd £13 2s. 44.;
Small tithes, of pigs, geese, lamb, wool, hemp, flax, £20; [tem,
for mortuaryes, of Hugh Crosse in Holland §s. 44, Richard
Prescot of Dalton 10s., Oliver Brigs of Holland 6s. 84., of Bayly
sonne 10s., of Holland of Holland 10s., of Jo. Berry of Dalton
10s. (in all £2 125. 0d) He held the maynes in hand this year,
but it would have yielded about £80. The tithes were not all
collected that year, but the entire profits from the parsonage of
Wigan for this year amounted to £624 15s. 24.1

There were several others not mentioned in the foregoing list
of tenants at will who were found, at sundry Courts Baron held
in this and the following year, to be holding freshly occupied land
on the lord’s wastes, and who agreed to pay certain annual rents as
tenants at will, among whom were Thomas Birchall, cook, who
paid 44. yearly for an oven and part of a shippon in Whelley Lane
at the upper end of Scholes, for which a yearly acknowledgment
of 24. had formerly been paid to the town, whiles they chal-
enged the mannor to be theirs;”2 William Ascroft, alias Ormshaw,
of Wigan, tanner, who paid 2s. yearly for a piece of ground upon
the waste or little common by the corn mill bridge in Scholes,
a little above the said bridge by the river Douglas as one goes to
the school3 ; Mary Pilkington, widow, who acknowledged herself
tenant at will to the parson, on 21st April, 1620, for three shops
on the Marketsteed built up within man’s memory upon the
waste, and found by the jury to belong to the parson ; of which
three shops James Pilkington, then mayor of Wigan, occupied
the uppermost, Robert Mason occupied the middlemost, and
Thomas Leigh, flaxman, occupied the third ; “these three shops
stand near the sign of the Eagle near before the doors of Roger
Scot and Gilbert Orrell”; and the said Mary Pilkington agreed

* Family evidences. * Wigan Leger, fol. 33. 3 [bid. fol. 41.
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to pay yearly for them to the parson of Wigan, for the time
being, the sum of 84.7; William Babington, of Woadhouses, cole-
man, who acknowledged himself tenant at will to the parson for
a piece of ground on the waste in Whelley and promised to pay
a rent of (827 ; besides many others,

The gathering of the great, or corn, tithe in those days gave
much trouble It was sometimes taken in kind, but more
frequently it was let to tenants in the different townships from
vear to year. The corn tithe of Haigh, for which the Bradshaws
at one time claimed a prescription, was now let for & term of
years, together with the tithe of two mills, to Roger Bradshaw,
of Haigh, Esq., for £16 per annum. At Ince, Upholland, and
Dralton, prescriptions were claimed, for the former by Mr. Gerard
of Ince at a payment of £4 yearly, and for the others by the
Earl of Derby, who had held them since parson Stanley's time,
at a payment of £12 135 44, per annum, whereas the rents for
the corn tithe of the other townships, when not taken in kind,
had wvaried from year to year, These prescriptions were
challenged by Dr. Bridgeman, bot unsuccessfully, as will be
presently shewn,

In the first year of his inctmbeney he received Mr. Gerard's
£4, but afterwards refused it, and took such of the corn tithe
of Ince as he could get in kind., The first mention I meet
with of a disputed title to the Ince corn tithe is the following
memorandum, in the Wigan Leger, of z2nd September, 161g:
“ Whereas John, bishop of Chester, now parson of Wigan,
hath this year entered upon the tithe corne of Ince, as in
the right of his church, and hath taken some of it into his
bame at Wigan, and is still purposed to take in more, and
hath also given license unto other of his parishioners, inhabiting
in Ince, to carry in other his tithes of Ince into their barnes for
and in his name and right : now because Mr. Thomas Gerrard,
of Ince, Esq., who pleads a title and prescription to the said

' Wigan Leger, fol, 41, v FREf Tul. g2,
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tithes of Ince for the yearly rent of £4 by him to be paid to the
parson of Wigan, doth offer and promise to the said bishop that
he, the said Thomas, shall make good and sufficient proofe for
his right to the said tithes unto Humfrey Davenport of Man-
chester, and Edmund Breres of Preston, Esquires, before the
first day of February next ensuing; and because the same
Thomas doth further promise and offer to refer all his title and
interest in the said tithes to be heard and fully determined by
the said Mr. Davenport and Mr. Breres, being indifferently
retained on both sides, and is content that what end the said
Mr. Davenport and Mr. Breres shall make he and his heirs and
assignes will ratify and confirme; therefore he, the said bishop,
at the request of Sir Thomas Gerrard of the Brin, knight and
baronet, and Mr. Peter Orrell of Aspull, is contented and doth
promise that if it be concluded by the said Mr. Davenport and
Mr. Breres that Mr. Tho. Gerrard hath better right to the said
tithes than the parson of Wigan, he the said bishop will restore
the said tithes which he hath or shall gather this year, or the full
value thereof to the said Tho. Gerrard or his assignes. ' In witness
whereof hereto have subscribed '

Jo: Cestren.

Tho: Gerard.

Peter Orrell.”*

On the following day, 23rd September, 1619, Thomas Gerard
of Ince, Esq., in the presence of Mr. Aden, vicar of Prescot, and
young Sir Thomas Gerard, yielded that the bishop should quietly
take home so much of the corn of Ince as he could without Mr.
Gerard’s interruption, but he would not disclaim his title thereto,
and he allowed the foresaid promises made in his name by old
Sir Thomas Gerard and Mr. Orrell.2 The reference here spoken
of does not seem to have been acted upon, and the dispute went
on for about six years, the parson continuing to take what he
could obtain, After which Thomas Gerard, Esq., laid his
complaint in the Duchy court, and on making oath of his long
possession got an award in his favour; and on the last day of

* Wigan Leger, fol. 29, ® Jbid.
LL
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February, 1626-7, he came to bishop Bridgeman at the palace in
Chester, and shewed him an acquittance of the parson of Wigan's
bailiff, one Hatton, in 37th of Heary VIII1, wherein the said
Hatton acknowledged the receipt of gor. due at Michaelmas for
the tithe of corn, hay, and straw of Ince, irom the said Mr,
Gerard’s great-grandfather;? he also shewed him an inventory of
his grandfather’s wherein {among his debts) there was set down
405, due and unpaid to the parson of Wigan for Ince tithe, and
gsome other acquittances in parson Fleetwood’s and parson
Masste’s time ;2 whereupon bishop Bridgeman appears to have
consented to accept the prescription of £4 yearly, which has
ever since been paid for the Ince corn tithe,

With respect to the corn tithe of Upholland and Dalton, there
is the following interesting memorandim in bishop Bridgeman's
Wigan Leper of Sunday, 12th May, 162¢: “This day Peter Marsh,
Mayor of Wigan, brought to me at Wigan Hall, a copy of an
acknowledgment which Edward, Earl of Derby, made to parson
Stanly confessing under his hand and sea! the tith corn of
Holland and Dalton to be the parson's of Wigan in right.  Mr.
Edward Stanly of Bickerstath, Esq.,3 sent me word by diverse

* Mr. Gerard's great-grandfather, Miles Gerard of the Tnce, was the son of Thomas,
and grandson of William Gerard of the Ince, pent.; the first-mentioned Miles Gerard
dicd in 1368, and way succeeded by his son William, liviag in 1567, whose soc Miles
Gerard was the father of this Thomas Gerard, loed of Lhe manor of Ince in bishop
Bridgeman’s time. Miles Gerard of Ince, gent., was a juror at 2 Wigan inquest
ur Bret March, 1613-14; he was baried at Wigan on gtk Apell, 16e8 (Wigan Register,
fol. rgg).  He stems te have been hardly tecated and langely mulcted s 2
popish recusant, ancl tried te escape Gom his difBenlties by making over his properly
to his only son, Thomas Gerard, who was 22 years of =zgr in 1613 £.57, Garpe's
Micitntion of Lancardire}, and who 2ppears as & juror al 2 Wigad inquest as Thomay
Ciorard of Inece, gentleman, on 61k Apdl, 016rd.  This Thomas Gerard was the
Tast of his family who Hved at Ince Hail.  He got into peconiary dificekies and sold
the manor of Ince about the year 1637 to Richard Gemrd, Esq., second son of Sir
Thomas Geraed of Bryn, knight (Hadfeld M5, Mo, 15 in Salt Lib., Swafod),
Thowas Gerard had an anly dawgheer Ann, who became the wilfe of Joho Gerard, Esq,,
third sott of Sir Thomas Gerard of Bryw, but died without issus (WS, pedigree pewer
Herman Walmesley, Esq,, of Wigan), * Wigan Leger, ful. 120,

1 Edward Sianley of Rickerstafle, co, Lancaster, Esq., was created & baronct In
16z7. His great-great-grandson Sir Edwand, the fifih baronet, succeeded, on failure
of the male issuc of the elder ling, to the earldom of Therby, and from him the preseat
Ear] of Derby is desconded,
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that he had the originall acknowledgment made by the Earle under
his hand and seal, whereupon 1 sent to him some of my friends,
viz, Robert Blindell [Blundell}, Esq,, and Edward Wrightington,
Esquire, both counsellors at law, and also Richard Walton my
steward, and William Horrocks my chaplen, and others, and
Mr. Stanly shewed the said originall unto every one of them
severally, who told me it was a fayr deed and so plzinly acknow-
ledging my title to that tith corne as would cleerly evince it to
be myne : and therefore I writ to Mr, Edward Stanly on Friday,
the 1oth of May, by Richard Walton, desiring him to let me see
it, or to send me a copy thereof, but he refused to doe so0, only
he promised that he would let me see a copy of it within 2 dayes;
30 this day he sent a copy of it to me by Peter Marsh, and told
me that he would only let me see it, for his promise sake, but
not let it cut of his hand, because of the difference twixt him and
the house of Darby ; so Peter Marsh read it twice uato me, and
as nere as I can remember these are the words : * Whereas 1 am
informed by my cosen . . . Stanly and my servant . . . Faring-
don [Farington] that there is sutes and controversy like to arise
between me Edward Earl of Darby and my cosen Thomas
Stanly parson of Wigan, about the tith corne of Holland and
Dalton, which the said parson of Wigan claymeth to belong to
him ; and whereas he requireth me to make an acknowledpment
thereof as belonging to his church, which I am unwilling to doe,
yet because he challengeth them to belong to his church, to pre-
wvent sutes I am content to acknowledge the same, and have sent
this my acknowledgment by my said servant to my cosen Stanly,
the parson of Wigan, that he may see it, provided alwayes that
I may have the said tithes, as my Father Thomas Earle of Darby
had, for the usuvall rent of £tz 135 44 yearly, Sealed and
signed, Edw: Derby. This 1 writ the rather because if God
call me out of this world yet my successors may know their right,
for, upon my soul, the church of Wigan hath wrong in the with-
holding of those tithes, which by indirect dealing were evicted
from me at Lancaster. But now that God hath brought this
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deed to light (which so many men of note have seen) I hope it
will returne apaine.

The Earle of Darby pleads prescription for them ; but first,
[neither] he nor any of his ancestors were ever Lords of all
Dalton, and in Law a prescription is not good fot another lay-
man's tithes unless he that prescribes, or his ancestors, have been
lords of the mannor. 2ndly: In fact they have na prescription,
for the Lord Lovell, who was Lord of Holland and of part of
Dalton, never enjoyed these tithes; and after the Lord Lovell's
attainder King Henry 7th enjoyed his lands 2 or 3 years before
he gave them to Thomas, the fArst Earl of Darby, but King
Henry 7th never received any of these tithes, as appears by his
auditors’ acconnts wherein all Helland rents, &c., are mentioned,
but nio word of tithes ; and the King not having them himself
could not give them to others; nor indeed doth he mention one
word of tithes in his grant to the Earle of Darby ; indeed Earle
Thomas, the and, had them to farme of the parsons of Wigan at:
the rent of £12 135 44, which is as much as they were worth in
those days,and othervillages in Wigan parish were then sett out for
a lesse proportion of rent.  But in his son’s tymne, namely, Edward
Earle of Darby, he {as you see before) confess'd and yelded them
to parson Stanly to be the churches: and when parsen Stanly
dyed, the same Earle wrote a letter under his own hand and seal
to parson Fleetwopd's mother, the Lady Wingfield, desiring her
to be a meanes to her son, his Godson, that he might continne
Jarmer to the parson for these tythes, and promising to deserve
it at his Godson's hands ; which letter [ have in my hand, and is
proved in the Dutchy. After Earle Edward's death his son
Henry Earle of Darby made meanes to parson Fleeiwood to
enjoy these tithes, whereto Mr. Fleetwood yelded, upon condition
the Earle would give him £40 fine, as appears by diverse of his
letters from Oxford to his proctor, Peter Nelson, and others at
Wigan ; but Peter Nelson took but £20 fine of the Earle, for 5
years lease, reserving the old rent, as appears by his Account
Books Ac 1606, which Books are proved zlso in the Dutchy, and
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were sworn by Hugh Nelson son of the said Peter to be his own
hand writing, when I had the tryal at Lancaster. After Earle
Henry’s death, his son Ferdinando lived not a year, and so had
no Harvest. But this man, William, now Earle, at his entrance
made request, by his officers, to parson Fleetwood for these
tithes, and afterwards in person he himself in presence of his
countess and many gentlemen at Lathome (when parson Fleet-
wood came to welcome him into the country and to wish him
joy of his Earledom) said to the parson, ‘ Mr. Fleetwood, I
have a sute to you for the Tyth corne of Holland and Dalton
without which I cannot keep house at Lathome,” or words nere
this effect, whereto parson Fleetwood said he would not be a
hinderence to so good a work, and so let him have them. This
was deposed, both in the Dutchy and at my tryall at Lancaster,
by William Leigh, parson of Standish, who was present when
the Earle spoke those words. But besides all these proofes, I
have an old survey book of all Earle Edward’s estate, fayrly
written, wherein, after all his L3p’s Mannors, Lands, &c., both
from the Lord Strange, Lord Lovel, Pilkington, &c., follows this
Title:— The Farms & Tacks of Edw: Earle of Darby; and
therein, after many items (all which are proved to be leases and
not his inheritance, as the tithes of Winwick [and] Liverpole),
follows the Tithes of Holland, Dalton & Orrell (for it seemes in
those days he had Orrell also). Lastly: if the Earles of Darby
ever were Lords of Dalton and had a lawful right to the Tithes
thereof as co-pendant to the Mannor, yet this very Earle William
sold all his Title and Interest to the Mannor of Orrell and Dalton
unto Mr. Orrell of Turton, Esquire, who sold over Orrell to Mr.
Bispham of Billinge, with all appurtenances ... ., and the
remaynder to Queen Elizabeth (as appears by fayr deeds which
Mr. Wm. Bispham hath to shew, under the Queen’s and the
Earle's seales); so as he hath no right or clayme to the said
tithes, being never returned back to him ; and the action which
I brought and tryed at Lancaster was for some of Crosse’s Tithes
in Dalton, and therefore my successors may gesse what fayr play
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was shewen me when as all this evidence in such an action could
doe ne good ; but it will in future tymes be thought that certynly
the Earle showed good cardes; otherwise this had not passed
on his syde. Whercto I say, that the Earle's chielest proofs
were only a company of his Tenants, who depesed that he had
enjoyed and possessed them during all their remembrance ; and
also he shewed some few acquittances of parson Fleetwood and
parson Stanly for the rent of £i2 135 44 ; but none before
parsan Stanlye's tyme. And lastly, to prove that Dalton mannot
was his Ancestor's, he produced 2 or 3 Court Roles of Robert
Hotland {if I mistake not} in Edward jds tyme, stiled Car.
maneris de Dalton tenl. per Rob't Holl, &c., but whether he were
the sole lord thereof it appears not, or whether he then had
these tithes, or whether any of his posterity had them down to
Henry 7th, me verbum guidem: and 1 find that Dalton was
antiently devided among 4 lords, whereol one was the priory of
Burscough. As for the Earles of Darby they never had but
anly one 4th part thereof, yet all these 4 lords called themselves
lords thereof, and sometymes kept courts all jointly and some-
tymes severally,”! The tithes of Upholland and Dalton never
appear to have been aflterwards challenged by the parsons of
Wigan, and the same prescription for them is paid to this day.
The corn tithes of Upholland were sold by Edward, 12th Earl
of Derby, in 1782, to Mr. John Morris, his heirs and assigns,
and those of Dalton were sold about the same time to Mr,
Prescott of Dalton, with whose respective heits or assigns they
still remain. The respective prescriptions paid %o the rector
of Wigan for the com tithes of these two townships are—for
Upholland, £8 8. 1034, and for Dalton, £4 45 534d., making
together £12 135 44, or nineteen marks There are certain
lands in the townships of Upholland, Dalton, and Oyrell, amount-
ing in all to 392 acres, two roods, and one pole, of statute measure,
which are entirecly exempt [rom all tithes, great and small,

* Wigan Leger, fol. 72, 73
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having been formerly in the possession of the priory or monastery
of Upholiand. And there are in several townships prescriptions
or modusses for small portions of land therein, all which were
recognized and taken into consideration at the time of the com-
mutation of tithea in the year 1819,

Having thus given the history of the suit corn mill, and the
prescriptions for the great tithes of Upholland, Dalton, and Ince,
which are all now left of them to the church, I return to Dr,
Bridgeman's earlier days as bishop.

At this time the churches throughout the diocese had fallen
into a sad state of decay, and we are told that he was greatly
instrumental in getting them restored  He seems to have begun
with his own, which was then in a2 somewhat dilapidated cendi-
tion. On gth March, 1619-20, he tells us that he agreed with
the masons Edleston, Grimshaw, Hindly, and others, te build up
the great east window and wall and the rest of the masons’ work
for so much of the chancel as belonged to the parson, and they
covenanted to do all his mascons’ work for three score and ten
pounds, which ke paid them, and gave them an additional
gratouity of £5.! It belonged to Sir Peter Leigh, knight, and
Roger Bradshaw, Esq., who owned the chancel aisles, to be at
half the charge with the parson for the pillars and arches that
divided these side aisles or chapels from the chancel, and they
were not yet ready to undertake it

The following record in the Wigan Leger seems to denote the
beginning of a better understanding between the parson and the
burgesses of the town. On 2od May, 1620, “old William Ford,
alderman,? and his two sons, Robert and Hugh, and the two

" Wigan Leger, fol. 45

* Theze were ul this time, emong the princlpal inhabitants of Wigan, two distinct
Gmilies bowring the eanes of Ford or Forth, whoe were ned eefated to cach othey,
repzesented by My, William Ford of Swinley, and by alderman Willlam Fond or
Forth, respectively.  On 3th Seplember, 1620, Roberi Forth of Wigan, with his
nncle Ralph Fotth, came to the bishop, who had given an order that there should not
br wore than (hree peals rung at any burial, desiring hin to allow more ringing for
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bailiffs of Wigan, Hugh Langshaw and William Case, whom 1
had zerved in Michaelmas term to appear in 5tar Chamber to
answer unte those wrongs they had done me and my tenants
by layes and taxes to maintain suits, and for pulling me from
the bench, and many other riots and conspiracies, came unto me
at Wigan Hall and desired me that,—Whereas they should have
appeared in Candlemas term last, and, upon their humble
entreaty and promise to make an acknowledgment and amends,
I had then spared their appearance and tock their promise that
they should appear gratis the first return of this Easter term
{for which purpose Mr. Leigh, parson of Standish, and Mr
Edward Rigby, of the Braigh, had much importuned me}, and
also because they and the mayor and corporation of Wigan had
last week (in the presence of the said Mr. Leigh and Mr. Rigby)
submitted themselves unto me, acknowledging my right in the
liberties of Wigan, and promising ta take up the two fairs, the
two markets, the two leets, and the other liberties from me by
lease had offered me and my successors twenty nobles yearly
for the same, and to this end had entreated me that the next
term ] would go up to London and sue unto his majesty for a
renovation of my charters, and a license to demise the [iberties

his brother, Hugh Ferih, wha was now dead, and the bishop, oot wishing to interfere
with a general order, refused a preater number of pesls, but gave permiasion that vhey
should be rung for & longer time.  On the same day old William Ford, called the
goodman of Swinley, and Michael Ford, pewterer, of Scoles, came to him and, alleg-
ing that nieither the said Hugh Forth, now dead (wha was fately mayor of Wigan),
nor 4ny of his ancestors, were of kin to the Fords of Swinley, thal the first ancestor of
the zaicl Hugh Forth who came to dwell in Wigan was William Forth, the grandfaiber
of Willizm Forth now living, and desired that he would not allow the said Hugh
Forth to be buried tn Ltheir usual burial place in the church, near 10 where the Foat
stands, for that it Lelonged to the Fords and not the Fortha, ond the first Forth was
suffered 13 he buried thare by the licente of the Fords of Swinlay, because of Lhe
nearness of the names. It appears, however, thai Hugh Forth was cventually buried
there, and his relatives were allowed to take op a long stone which had been lately
remared to near Lhe soath deor, which Lhey desired to sch over his grave, because
this stone had the name of his ancestor, with a pol ¢ut thercon, a5 = token of his
accupation, which was that of = potler, the said Hupgh being also 2 potter,
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unto them for three lives for such a rent as ] should think At ;
therefore they entreated me that I would spare their appearance
in the Star Chamber, and asked me forgiveness for their offences
past, promising henceforth to deserve my love by their good
and obedient carriage; whereupon 1 yiclded to their request
and promised 1 would not call on them in the Star Chamber,
but write up to my counse!, Mr. Edmund Breres, to stay that
suit, which ] did accordingly the next day; and I pray Ged
they prove honest men hereafter.”t

An entry of a few months later gives the name of a Master of
the Wigan Grammar School, and the method of his appointment
in thaose days. * Upon Sunday the 2nd of July, 1620, 1 being
at St Albans and hearing Mr. Lewis preach, because he made a
very good sermon and had the good report of the town, [ brought
him with me to Wigan, where he was chosen chief schoolmaster
of that school, every one of the feoffces giving him their vaices ;
and they have promised he shall have £30 yearly wages for
teaching the said school, and that he shall have a sufficient usher
wnder kim which shall have £10 yearly, and accordingly upon
Monday, 10th of July, he entered into the said school upon
those conditions2 And now because I find him a sufficient
preacher and he is desirous to exercise his gift this way also,
although I have already two ministers serving in Wigan church,
namely, Mr. Augustine Wilbore and Mr. Sherlock, I am content
and do promise that so long as he shall weekly read a lecture in
the said church of Wigan upon such time as I shall think ft,
once a weelk, I will also add to his lormer stipend £r1o yearly,
and give him his diet whiles T be in Wigan, or pay for it if |
discontinue. Upon these terms we are both agreed. Signed,
Jo. Cestren, John Lewis.,"?

The bishop's journey inte Scotland in the King's retinue, a few
years previcusly, as his chaplain, seems to have brought about

" Wigan Legrer, fol, 500

* The Grammar Schaal was then sinwnte pear Lo the rdver Dooglas, as we leamn
[rom am entry in the Wigan Leger, ol 78. 2 Wigan Leger, ol g2,

MM
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a friendship between him and the archbishop of 5t. Andrews,
the following letter from whom,! received by him at this time,
shews that coming events in that country were already casting
their shadows before,

“ My very reverend good lord and brother

I tesevit yo© s letter from Master doctr Soell 2 gho has resevit the
degree that yor 1 requestit, for his owne worthe and virtue did merite
the sama, qhereof he has gifen us good proof, during his abode here,
and I wishe of church were furnished with many of the lyke spirit.
But we are greatly vexed with 2 number of turbulent persons, that wil
by 0o meanes be indoced to yeald that obedience to the late constitu-
tions of o* churche, g they oght, yit with tyme it may be they growe
wyse, and we haif the happie peace q* sometymea we enjoyed : ghether
this be or not, we must pat faint, so [ong as god gifis streogth : and
ghil this salbe we sal alwayes be ready to doe yo© ). the best offices we
can, and such as ye sal recofend 1o ua; so colending my self to yor
prayers I yest

¥or very lufing Brothr

Dated the 8 July 1624 Saint Andrewes”

This letter is addressed '"to my very reverend good lord, and
Brother, my lord Bishop of Chester” The seal bears a chevron
between 3 trees,

In the summer of 1629, the parish church of Wigan was re-
flagged by the parishicners with part of the half of four leyes
which were laid throughout the whole parish in the previous

* Original letter preserved among Lthe muniments 21 Weslon,  Joho Spottiswood,
then archlishop of 5L Andrews, had been Lranslated from the See of Glasgow in 1615,

T Dr, {George Soell, whe deams 1o have made 8 Gyourable impression upon the
archblshop, was at that time archdeacen of Chester, Lo which he had been collated on
16th January, 6e3-9. e eoon afletwards married Lydia Bridpeman, the bashop's
youngest sister, amnd became recter of Wallasey and Smeaton [to which last he was
instituted in £622), and [ thiok also of 5t Marys, Chester. He likewise held a
prebendal atall al Chester, to which he was collated on 2ad January, Mozo-zl,
which hc relzined until 15632, when he resigoned it in favour of William Hispham
(Gridgeman family evidences). Dr. Snel died on §th Frbruary, r655-6, and was
buried in 5t. Marr's church at Chester, with this short epitaph : "M nifur et
Grorgrns Seell 5. TP ArcAidisconus Comirtenigis, gui per frfurizor temports in cow-
winRionest laicam vodacius privatus obiit Fb, 5, 1655."
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year, “For this purpose” writes the bishop, I spoke to the
owners of the flag-delfes in Holland to buy their flag stone, but
some evil disposed people, intending to hinder so good 2 work,
wrought with those owners to let me have no stone for the
church, whereupon I was fain to get them out of Billinge
quarries . . ... and as for sand to lay the said stones in, I
gave the said churchwardens leave to fetch it all out of the
ditch of my middle maynes. In May this summer we began
the flagging of the church, and first I flagged the place which
was the chauncel, wherein I was wont to sit and all my pre-
decessors, for the new chauncel which I am now building was
never yet built up, and because the old chauncel was ever here-
tofore the place where the Altar and Rood loft stood in old time
{which many yet living do remember, and appears by the suit
between Low and Gidlow), 2nd hath been anciently seated round
abont with goodly fair Quire-seats, wherein my predecessors
and their chaplains only did sit (as divers yet alive do testify),
of which said Qhire-seats some have been of late years taken
away and other beggarly and rude forms or seats set in their
rooms, therefore I caused some of them to be cast out, and
placed the Quirc-seats on the south side thereof as before they
stood, and other of those Quires[eats] which stood on the west
end of the old chauncel, parting it from the church beneath,
removed to the east end, between that old chauneel and the
new, and I purpose to uniform the notth side also, where
Alexander Rigby now sits and the Lowes, with such Quire-
geats likkewise, for such it had until parson Fleetwood removed
them and gave leave to Joho Lowe to set those plain rude seats
which yet are there: Mow because this old chauncel is the
parson's of Wigan, and | and my predecessors have always time
of mind set at the west end thereof, and my wife, Jc. at the
east end, and my servants all along the south side, and the
minister’s box hath stood on the north side, where the clarks
also have usuvally sitten, with Mr. Rigby behind them of late
times ; and the communion table stood in the middest of the
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said old chauncel, and the organs have stood over the same,
where of old time the Rood loft was; therefore I thought good
not to wrong the parish by charging them with flagging that
chauncel, but caused Hindly, the mason, with some of those
stones wherewith I build the new chauncel, to make that foot-
pace or stair which is on the west side of that old chauncel, and
I flagged it with stone at my own cost, and I purpose to make
divers other such steps at the east side of that old chauncel
which shall go from thence into the new chauncel.”!

“On 27th July, we began the flagging of the south Ile of the
body of the church, and we removed the font to a pillar on the
south side of the middle Ile near the west end of the church,
which till now hath stood in the midst of that Ile at the said
west end, between the two lowest pillars a little nearer to the
west door, ever since the building of the church.”2

In November, 1619, the bishop had given permission to Peter
Plat, of Wigan, chandler, to drain the water from a coalpit he
had made near the Millgate into his street, for a short time, to
see if that would enable him to get rid of the water and work
the pit. And a few months later his widow, Anne Plat, begged
leave to continue this privilege, so that the water might run
down the side of the street to the river, and agreed with the
bishop to pay a rent of 52s., that is, 124. a week, and 50 loads
of coals, and to pave the way all along so that the water from
the pit should not hurt the said highway of Millgate.3 She now
comes, on the 1st of September, 1620, with Roger Bullock, of
Wigan, gent., and her son, Oliver Plat, to say that owing to the
increase of water they were unable to get the coal, and asked
the bishop to release her from her agreement, which he did
accordingly.4

In October, 1620, bishop Bridgeman was appointed one of
the commissioners for causes ecclesiastical in the province of
York.s

* Wigan Leger, fol. 53, 54 * Jbid., fol. 54. 3 Jbid., fol. 45.
4 Tbid., fol. 55, §6. 5 State Papers.
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In October of this year there was an unpleasant quarrel
between the mayor of Wigan and the justices of peace for the
county. It seems that Robert BRarrow, the then mayor, came
into the Moothall at Wigan where bishop Bridgeman and the
other justices were sitting at quarter sessions, and putting on his
hat before them, told them that the ordering of alehouses in
Wigan belonged not to them but to his leet. For this indignity
he was ordered by the bench to put in sureties for his good
behaviour, and to appear before the judges at next assizes to
answer for his contempt, and because he refused to find sureties,
they committed him to the under sheriff, then present, who took
him to the gaol at Lancaster, where, after he had been im-
prisoned a fortnight, he was freed by a kabeas corpus cum causd
out of the duchy, upon an order made there that he should put
in good bond to appear at the duchy court in Westminster, on
16th of November next, to answer what should be objected
against him for these misdemeanors. The justices who com-
mitted him seem to have been the bishop of Chester, William
Leigh, John Blundell, Edward Rigby, and E. Chesnal. The
case was heard at Westminster on Monday, the 28th of Novem-
ber, but privately, in the upper chamber, when Barrow was
defended by Sir Edward Moxley, the attorney [for the duchy],
who brought with him an order for his release, which he wished
the chancellor to sign, but this the chancellor refused to do, and
thereupon took time to conceive another order, the effect of
which was that Barrow was released, and to the intent that
there should be no remembrance of his commitment (to his
disgrace as Mayor) he ordered that there should be a wacaz
entered in the office of the clerk of the peace, and that the said
Barrow during his time should be put in the commission of the
peace. But the matter did not end here, for Barrow afterwards
brought an action for false imprisonment against the justices
who had committed him. The case was tried at the Guildhall,
London, before Lord Hubbart [Lord Chief Justice Sir Henry
Hobart), on Saturday, the 25th of May, 1622, as between Robert
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Barrow, late mayor of Wigan, plaintiff, and Bridgeman and others,
delendants. Barrow had for his counsel Serjeant Richardson,
Recorder Finch, Sir Thomas Ireland, and Mr. Downes,® and his
principal witness was Peter Marsh, the then mayor; but he was
cast in the action, which was given in favour of the defendants;
and Barrow afterwards refused to try another action on the
following Tuesday, in the same court, which he had brought
against Mr, Blundell for battery, in that he had pulled off his
hat : Whereupon Lord Hubbart advised him to go home and
submit himsell to his lord the bishop and the aother justices, and
to desire their pardon and faveur, and he advised him to do it
openly before all the people; and to this end he and Peter Marsh
obtained a letter from the Lord Hubbart to the bishop, which letter
Peter Marsh delivered to him (the bishop) in Wigan church upon
Saturday, the 9th of June, being Whitsun eve, in the presence of
many of the town and parish, and desired his favour, protesting
for his part that the suit was begun and prusecuted by Barrow
utterly against his liking, and that henceforth he would be duti-
ful and serviceable to the bishop. Upon Friday, the 215t of June,
Rabert Barrow also came, with his son Hugh, to Wigan Hall,
and in the presence of Edward Bridgeman and William Browne
made acknowledgment of his fault, and desired the bishops
favour, saying that he wished he had pone a thousand miles on
foot 50 as he had never offended him, nor had any soit with him,
but seeing that it was now past he entreated his forgiveness, and
besought him to shew him favour, as he had formerly done, which -
he would labaur to deserve.2 It was urged much at the trial at
Guildhall that the bishop had threatened that he would lay the
mayor by the heels (the exact truth of which he denied); but the
Lord Hubbart told them that if the mayor deserved it he might
do it, for even the mayor of London was under authority, and
greater men had been committed.

* Roger Downes, Esq. (probably the same), was elecled memley of parliament for
Wigan, togeiher with Sir Thomas Gerard, an 4th January, 1630-t.
* Wigan Leger, fol. 74, 75.
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It the meantime the bishop records that on Tuesday the 14th
of November, 1620, he rode from Wipan towards Chester, where
he had not been since he was made bishop, and there received
the proclamation for a parliament to be held at London. His
writ was afterwards brought to him summening him to attend on
the 16th of January, next?

The palace had probably not been ready for his residence before,
since mention is made in his accounts for this year of sundry
repairs being done there. There was also some building geing
on this year at Wigan Hall, where he made some alterations in
the principal chambers, and built a dove cote over the gatehouse.?

Bishop Bridgeman's two elder sons, Orlando and Dove, had
been at school at Winwick,® under Mr. Pickering, till about
Midsummer of this year, when the former went up te Cambridge.
The bishop remained in residence at Chester till he went up to
parliament in Lendon, in Januwary, 1621, where he continued till
July, and then returned to Chester,

Whilst he was in London the King presented him to the
rectory of Bangor Monachorum, in Flintshire, which he received
the King's licence to hold ém comtmendam with his other prefer-
ments. He was presented on the 14th of June, 1621, and
instituted on the following day by Toby, archbishop of York.$
He had previously resigned his canonry at Exeter, to which his

' Wigan Leger, fol. 5o ® Family evidences, LI (.7 A

+ Family Evidences. There nppears 1o hove heen some doubi at this time 1o wham
the zight of presentation belepged. The patronuge of Bangor bad originally been in
the Princes of Lower Powis, or lords of Maaslor, and it was questionable whethar the
advowson waa includedd in the grant af the famd of Malors by King Edward IIL to
Fubutas le Strange. Dr. Pridgeman was first presented by Sir Richard Trever of
TFrevalin, an the ra®h of Tone, 1621, and in prder to make it seeure this was foliowed
by the King's presenlation on Lhe r4lh of June, as stated above (Family Evidances).
The right of palrenage secins L have boen challengred by the caubless of Dierhy, with
whom the bishop had o law suil, which muest have been decided it bis favour.  This
counless will have been Alice, the countess dowager, widow of Ferdinandoe, Sth carl
of Derby, by whom he Left three daughlers, his co-heirs to the barony of Strange, and
she will probably have claimed in nght of her jointure.
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successor was collated on 2nd June, 1621, On the same day
the King directed him to see that the four preachers of Lanca-
shire were resident in the county, and not in possession of distant
benefices.2

After his return to Chester, Roger Bullock and Oliver Plat
came to him there on the 25th of July, 1621, and asked leave to
dig 2 pit near the midst of the street called Millgate at Wigan,
adjacent to the river, whereby they might make use of the coal
pit before mentioned, which is higher up in that street and which
is filled with water and useless, offering to pay him 124 and a
load of coals weekly so long as they should get coals from the
higher pit, or elsewhere near the old coal mine. Thishe gave them
permission ta do, but ouly for the purpose of drawing water from
the said pit; and they bound themselves to fill up the said pit.
whenever they should leave off digging, and sufficient!y to amend
the highways, so that ne annoyance or danger should come to
anybody thered

From several entries in the Wigan Leger it appears that the
potters and others always came to ask leave when they wanted
to get clay from the parson’s wastes, and undertook to make the
fand level again. The bishop returned to Wigan, with his family,
in September, i6z1. In that year he ordered the pound to be
removed {which stood till then close ta Hugh Winstanly's house)
and te be set up on the hill about “a butt shot's length ™ from
where it formerly stood* On the 13th of November, 1621, he
rode towards Lordon to the parliament on its re-assembling. He
remained in London till the 13th of February fellowing, and
then returned to Wigan.5

On 19th March, 1621-2, while holding a court baron at Wigan
Hall, he claimed the pendice chamber in Moot Hall as being
built vpon the waste within the memory of divers old men.

1 Exeter Dioc, Replster, 1158, * State Papers, ¥ Wigun Leger, fol. 50,

4 Wipun Leger, fol. So.

5 fhid,, fol, 63, Pardiament was dissplved on 8th February, 1621-2  {Mardiamenis
of Enpland, printed by arder of the House of Commagns. |
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Barrow and the rest of the jury wrangled much at it, yet con-
fessed that in their tnemory it was an open place, and no room
for private use under lock or doot, but an open entry to the
Moot Hall whereto every man might come at pleasure out of the
street, notwithstanding the Moot Hall door was shut. At last
the jury entreated him to respite it till the next coud, to which
he yielded, lest they should think he now pressed them in spleen
or revenge of Barrow's forwardness, who was then suing Mr
Blundell and other justices of peace for false imprisonment. On
the following day, however, he sezled a lease of the pendice
chamber to Mr. Richard Walton, his steward, in order that he
might try his title thereto, because old Henry Wakefield and
others deposed that they remembered when the place under it
was part of the waste or street, and that one Foster, a bulcher,
father to Degory Foster, now living, having married the daughter
of Nicholas Low, who had the next shop, and having no place
to keep shop in, obtained licence of the bishop's predecessors *to
build a shop there; and shortly after there was a hovel or pent
house built over it and covered with straw, under which they
went from the stairs that lead to the Moot Hall aleng over the
said shop in an open entry, whereto any man might come ; till
of late Wm. Banks, or Marsh, being mawor, built it vp into a
chamber, wherein since they keep their meetings, and call it the
Town's Counsell Chamber, or pendice chamber.”* There is a
memiorandum in the bishop's hand-writing pinned to the margin:
“Wm QOrmshaw teld me, 21 March, 1621 (test. Mr. Kay & Jo.
Marsh) that after his brother, Foster's father, had built up the
said shop, he made the shed over it, and repaired it, till of late
he agreed with the town and pave them 20% to maiatain the said
roof and discharge him of it."

Mr. William Sherlock (son of old Mr. Sherlock, curate of
Farnworth), schoolmaster of Wigan Grammar scheol, and late
one of the bishop's curatcs at the parish church, was buricd in

1 Wigan Leger, fol, 85, &i.
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the old {or parson's) chancel, with the bishop's consent, on 22nd
March, 1621-2.}

1n thiz year's accounts bishop Bridgeman mentions Mr. Bridge
as one of his curates at Wigan.?

In Aptit, 1622, we find the bishop employed- in providing
remedies for the great decay in the local cloth trade, a large
number of poor persons being then out of work.3

On 23rd April, 1622, being sick and unable to go up to the
church to choose churchwardens, he sent for Peter Marsh, the
mayor, and the rest of the parishioners that were at church at
divine service that afterncon (being Easter Tuesday), to come te
the hall to choose churchwardens, according to the canon, where
he chose William Ormeshaw, afizs Ascroft (who had heen chosen
by his curate in the previous year during his absence}, and the
parish chose Roger Grimshaw of Haigh.t

On 10th September the hishop discharged William Brown,
senior, of Wallgate, from his service, “for that he, being no
butgess, had served in the mayor's court (as they call it) upon the
jury For in the time of parson Fleetwood they had alleged
that some of his servants had sued or served in their court, and
hence concluded the courts and liberties to be theirs. But since
he (bishop Bridgeman} had proved his right to the courts, some
of his tenants, namely, Wm. Higham, tanner, John Wakefield,
panner, and Miles Letherbarrew, miller, had proved, by order of
law, that they were not to dao suit, or bear office on their appoint-
ment, or pay gaudes at their laying ; for they being sued by the
town and brought by privy seal into the duchy court, after a de-
liberate hearing, with the advice of the judpes, Sir John Denham
and 5ir Thomas Chamberlain, who were for that cause sent for
into court, and declared their opinions that the town could not
claim, or of right enforce those men to do them suit, or to pay
their lays, or to be their officers,—the court dismissed them; and
the said Higham and Wakefield have ever since refused to do

' Wigan Leper, fol. 66, and Parish Regisier, * Family Evidences.
Slate Papers, dumetic seriss, * Wigan Leger, ol €9
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them service, though they have threatened them and set a fine
upon their heads, but dared not try it by action at law; and
Higham having since been distrained has recovered charges of
the bailiffs by order of law.® In this same month of September,
1622, he recornds the completion of the masons” work of the new
chancel which (before he began it) was open to the churchyard,
parson Flestwood and Mr. Roger Bradshaw's grandfather having
only begun with the middle pillar of the south side and so left jt.
He began with the old chancel, and fagged it and raised it a
step higher than the body of the church ; he zlso raised the new
chancel five steps higher than the old, and the high altar two
steps higher than all, which cost him 44, a foot for all the stairs
{or steps), and 64, a yard for all the flapging, besides cartiage and
laying. John Wigan and the other carpenters had for felling,
framing, and setting up the roof and doors, &c., about which they
spent the whole summer, above £50; and he paid for timber for
it {which he bought in Kenyon wood of Mr. Holland) £32. He
paid Michael Ford, the plunber, of Scotes, for three tons of lead
for the covering, £28, but he was fain to buy a ton and more after
Ford's death, for which, and for his work in laying it, he paid
Laurence Langshaw £17; he paid Wm. Ormshaw for iron for
the great east window and cight side windows ... .. He also
provided for the east window some painted glass, and meant to
have glazed it all at the same time with coloured glass of the
several coats of the nobility of England, Scotland, and Ireland,
but because Sir Peter Leigh and Mr. Bradshaw did not go forward
with their two side chapels he dared not glaze it till theirs were
finished, lest it should be broken. As for seating it round he
likewise intended it, but he purposed {and advised his successors)
to keep the old half-round seats still in the old chancel, lest
encroachers in time should throw them out which have been in
ever since the beginning, and becanse his own new chancel is
too far from the pulpit and minister’s seat2

P Wigan Leger, fol 8a. ¢ fhid,
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. In this year, 1622, the bishop appointed the parish to remove
all the seats in the body of the church from the old chancel
downwards, and to make them all uniform ; for whereas parson
Fleetwood had formerly caused plain forms to be made through
the body of the church (which were framed of the old church
timber which they took from the Rood loft, and some other
timber which they called Robin-hood’s timber), divers townsmen
and others began afterwards to set up other fashioned seats over
their pretended burial-places, and every one of them was of a
different fashion, which so deformed the church that he enjoined
the parish to new seat the whole body of the church. They
put off from time to time, however, till he peremptorily decreed
that all the seats should be cast out which were not uniform,
and divers of them he removed, and gathered Mr. Fleetwood’s
old forms together and so made the middle Ile uniform. But
because those forms were uneasy, having no backs, the parish-
ioners at another meeting agreed that all the body of the church
should be new-seated, and desired the bishop to choose out some
fashion according to which they might make their seats, and
they promised every one to be at the charge of his own seat.
But notwithstanding their promises nothing was done, where-
upon he appointed John Wigan of Leigh, carpenter, who had
made his chancel roof, and John Hamson and Rigby, joiners,
of Wigan, to buy timber in Standish wood, and set them about
the work, and for the six first seats in the middle Ile (next
below his old chancel over which the organ then stood) he
paid John Wigan £4, and for the rest he agreed with them to
pay them 10s. for every single seat, whereof there are above 30
on each side, and he himself disbursed all the money hitherto
paid, both for the timber and work; but John Ince of Ince,
Richard Molyneux of Haukley, Robert Mawdsley, and others,
promised to repay the money which those seats cost which are
set over the places where their ancestors lie buried. If they did
not, he intended to bestow them upon others, and so with the
rest, for he found none of the parish to have any right to any
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seats, althoupgh they had begun to challenge a right; but it
appeared by the oaths of divers old men that within the memory
of man there were few or no seats in the church, and to that
day many seats were used by divers men which stood over
burials of other kindreds, as namely, the seats of the mayor and
aldermen at the higher end of the north Ile, and many others,
and thecelore, notwithstanding their pretence, he was sure they
had no proper right to particular places; yet because he aimed
only at the beauty and decency of the church in the new seating,
he promised the parish not to question their places for that time,
but on the understanding that he will neither confirm their
claim or give them title or right to any place, but leave them in
their disordered places, so that the seats be uniform.  Only he
advised them to rank the best in the highest seats, and so place
on the one side only men, and on the other side their wives in
order, and to seclude children and servants from sitting with
their masters or mistresges.!

On 16th September, 1622, he caused his steward and clerk of
the market to alter all the measures and weights for comn, &c.,
from windles, affondolls, &c, and reduce them to the Winchester
measure of 2 gallons to the peck and & gallons to the bushell,
and 4 bushells to the sack, and 2 sacks to the quarter; whereas
before they sold by affondolls, whereof 4 made a windle (whereof
3 quarters make a new or Winchester bushell) and 4 of those
windles made but one old Bushell.a

On the gth of November, 1622, William Ford, potter, the
mayor of Wigan, with Peter Marsh, Robert Barrow, James
Markland, and others, came to the bishop at Wigan Hall, and
paid him 27s. for arreara of rent for the school land of Wigan
after the rate of 4s. per annum ; for before this he had received
none since he became parson, though he had often demanded it
and they had put him off ; but at last he sued for it, and there-
upon they brought it3

* Wigan Leger, fol. 85, 86 s id,, ol 84. * 20k, fol. 8y,
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On Sunday, the 15th of December, 1622, Elianor Bridgeman,
the bishop’s daughter, an infant of a month old, was buried in
the old chancel near the seat where the bishop was accustomed
to sit.!

On the 24th of the same month, “being Christmas Eve and
properly no market day, the bishop instructed his steward, Mr.
Richard Walton, to prohibit the serjeants and bailiffs of the
town from receiving toll, because the wastes and streets are
the parson’s, and persons coming to them on such like unusual
markets set up standings in the streets, and the steward instructed
the jury to find that the town’s serjeants and bailiffs who had
received the like toll on the Saturday before the wake day had
wronged the lord of the manor; which was not found at first, for
alderman Robert Barrow, being foreman of the jury, pretended
that the streets were not the wastes, but when the steward began
to impanell another jury, Barrow and his fellows found a verdict
that the parson had been wronged, and the serjeants and bailiffs
forbore to take the tolls which were gathered that day for the
parson to the amount of 5s.,” which he gave to the collectors
for their pains, and recorded it here lest they should again begin
their encroachments on the manor and liberties.2

It appears that Roger Baron and James Scot, the then bailiffs
of the town of Wigan, had been attached, on the 22nd of August,
1622, to make answer at Lancaster, in pl'sto transgr. pr. ejectione
Jfirme, to Richard Walton, the bishop’s steward, to whom he had
sealed a lease of the pendice chamber at the lower end of the
Moot Hall, over the first shop, for the trial of the church’s right
thereto. The trial should have taken place at the spring assizes,
but William Ford, the mayor of Wigan, and the aldermen and
burgesses came to the bishop, on 6th March, 1622-3, and desired
him to forbear the suit for those assizes, promising to yield him
content upon his return from London, and if in the meantime
they could find nothing more for their right, they would confess
the inheritance to belong to the church.3

* Wigan Leger, fol. 88. 3 Ihd., fol. 89. 3 Ibid., fol. 81, 9o,
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On the same 6th of March, the bishop appointed his servant,
Alexander Buckley, to be parish clerk in the room of old Law-
rence Prescot, and required Mr. Bridge, the minister, to publish
it to the parish; which Buckley received the dues accordingly ;
but it was intended to be only a temporary appointment, for
he purposed that, “when the organs should be renewed, he
that is organist should have this clerkship to better his place;
and he shall be bound, not only to play on the organs in time
of divine service whiles psalms are singing, but shall teach all
those children of the parish freely which shall be sent to him
to learn musick, and for that purpose the parish consented to
give him yearly, besides his clerk’s wages, two lays or fifteens,
which amounts to £20 or thereabouts.”t

On Easter Tuesday, 1623, the parishioners met in Wigan
church in great numbers to pass the old churchwardens’ accounts,
to elect new churchwardens, and to lay money for the organs.
Roger Baron was the churchwarden then chosen by the rector,
and Thomas Ince by the parishioners; and five fifteens were laid
throughout the parish for the making of the organs over the
old chancel, because Mr. Coats, the organ maker, was to have
£35 for his payment in making them, besides the tin and timber
and leather and other materials ; but because the dearth was
great that year, and the parish had already been at great charges
about the church roof, belfry, seats, &c., they ordered that only
214 lays should now be gathered, and the other 214 lays should
be respited till towards harvest time, and in the meantime they
desired the bishop to lend such money as the parish should
need, and promised that they would repay it; and some under-
took to discharge all the said fifteens for so much as their several
towns should pay, namely, old Mr. Ford, mayor, and Peter
Marsh gave their word for Wigan, Mr. Roger Hindly for Aspull,
Mr. Roger Bradshaw for Haigh, and Mr. John Ince for Ince.!

The bishop himself seems to have been away at that time,
having gone to London for Easter, but by the 26th of April he

* Wigan Legen fol. 90, 3 Joid., fol. 91, 92.
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was at home again at Wigan, where he Iay sick, and where his
wife nearly died of the fever.

More than one instance occurs this year of persons tzken up
in Wigan for stealing by Richard Ford, the parson’s hailiff, when
the felon’s goods were forfeited to the parson’s use. On one
occasion, namely, on 17th June, 1623, cne John Owen, a boy
aged 17, had brought a lead of knives and scissors to town and
scld them so cheap that the townsmen suspected he had stolen
them, and thereupon he was imprisoned, and his dame sent for,
and the goods seized, which, upon sight of his dame, he con-
fessed to belong to her husband, Thomas Foster of Knotsford,
and the knives were thereupon seized by the town bailiffs,
Thomas Banks and Thurston Whaly. The bishop therefore
sent to them requiring them to bring them to him, and they
brought them ; and because the said Thomas Foster took his
path before the bishop that the goods were his, and that the
boy bad received them from him to carry to Sawford {Salford)
fair, and had run away with them, he delivered them up to the
said Foster, and the boy was whipt by the bailiffs.?

On the 7th of July, 1623, bishop Bridgeman left Wigan and
came to dwell at the palace at Chester.2 Here he set himself to
work at reforming the abuses which had crept into the cathedral
establishment, and issned some stringent injunctions to the
clergy and other officials of that church, which are dated “ che
twelith day of July in the year of our Lord God 1623." The
tules here laid down for their guidance shew that the church
greatly needed reform at that time, as will appear from the
following extracts .—

Fmprimis,  %That the absence of the Dean and Chapter of this Church
is the cause of much dizorder and negligence in other members. That
the two ancientest Prebendaries shall reside and abide on their Prebends
from Christmas Eve until Annunciation Day; and the two naxt senior
Prebendaries shall do the like from Annunciation till Midsomer Day;
and the two junior Prebendaries the like from the Feast of 5t John

¢ Wigan Leger, fol. 93. + fbid., Iul. 95
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Baptist till Michaelmas Day. And if they make default herein, the Dean
shall loose 204, to be abated out of his wages for the year wherein he
doth not accordingly reside. And every Prsbendary so offending shall
likewise locse and forfeit 1os. to be abated out of his stipend.  And the
said abatements, forfeitures, and losses to be divided into three equal
parts, whereof the one to be distributed among the pocre prisoners in
the Castle and Northgate, and other Poor of the City, who might have
had relisf by their residence and hospitality if they had not been abgent ;
and () another third part among the rest of the Dean and Chapter
which doe reside according to theae Injunctions, and {3} the last third
part among the singing men which shall be found restdent and diligent
that year,

Ziemn, The Dean and every Prebendary shall diligently resort to
divine service in their surplice and hood, and whosoever shall be deficient
herein shall forfeit for the same yearly g5 out of his said stipend.  And
because great complaint hath been made of that Corporation of preaching
their courses in this Church, some of them never or very seldome preach-
ing, and most or all of them leaving their courses either unprovided
altogether, or supplied by mean and insufficient men, or by such as are
surcharged slsewhere ; it is therefore decreed and enjoyned—every ane
of them—that from henceforth the 1dean and the Archdeacon, and every
Prebend, shall in their own persons preach soe oft as it comes to their
course, upon pain of 165 for every default.

Feews.  Because the great negligence of the petty Canons or Singing
Men hath done much wrong to God’s service, and brought the Church
into contempt and obloquy, it is decreed and stnctly enjoyned every
member of the Guire, namely, the petty Canons, clerks, erganist, and
choristers, that from henceforth they do not absent tharmselves from
Divine service any day {above 6 wecks in one year, which are allowed
them for their necessary occasions to be absent) upon pain of a4 10 be
forfeited by him that shall be abaent for every serviee in this Church.
And every one of them that shall come tardy after the Confession is said,
or goe out befere the end of divine service shall forfeit 14 for every such
default.  And because the defects of the organist, or his neglect in tutgr-
ing the choristers, hath unsufferably impeached and impaired Lhe service
of God, and almest utterly spoyled the children, he is therefore (besides
the censure now 10 be laid upon him) admenished 10 present reformation;

o0
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with protestation that if sensible amendment be not found in the educa-
tion of the choristers before Michaelmas next, he shall then be utterly
deprived of his place in this Church, and another put therein,

fiems. Tt is ordained and decreed that every quaster of the year, that
is to say, upon the Monday se’nnight before Christmas, Annunciation,
Midsommer, and Michaelmas, the Sui-dean and the Prebendaries then
residing shall go to the Grammer Schoole and there examine the
gchollars ; and such as they find indocible or non-proficient they shall
give notice of their names that they may be removed, and others placed
in their roomes.  And beczuse there is a generzll complaint that some
rich men's sons are made the King's Schollars, contrary to the intention of
the foundation and to the great wrong of the poorer boys, it is ordained
that forthwith a survey be made of the schollars, and this abuse be
instantly redressed, and carefully avoided afterwards, upon pain of ex-
communication td him who hath or shall appoint any such Schollar, and
doth not return it within a manth.

ftem.  None of the Bedesmen shall from henceforth receive their pay
unlesa they come daily into the Church and divine service, but shall
forfeit for every day's absence 44, unlesse sickness, imprisonment, or
some other preat cause, to be allowed by the Dean and Chapter jointly,
do hinder then.

fiem.  Because the use and service of Cooke, Cater (Caterer ), Butler,
Baker, and other such offices is now éxtinét, it i5 ordered and deereed
that the pensions allatted to those officers shall from henceforth be
divided among the petty canons and singing men for the betterment of
their wages ; which is now top mean to maintain them, considering their
charge of wife and children, and seeing they are so diligently to attend
divine service as they can hardly by any other vocation proture a com-
petency for their sustenances.  As for thosg other officers of attendance,
as Sextons, Virgers, and such like, whose office is either to artend tha
ministers in time of divine service, or out of service to attend the church
that no prophanations or anneyance may attend it, it is decreed and
atrictly enjoyn’d them that they diligently and continually wait on their
places, and not absent themselves any time of the day from the Church,
excepting only at dinner and supper time.

Fiem.  Becanse lamentable experience of the sacrlegious and ravenous
disposition of those who formerly have been members of this chureh doe
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«<all for some order for the continual repairs of the church, it is therefore
decreed and strictly enjoined the Dean and Chapter that they make
choice of such officers as they know and believe in their consciences to
be most splicitous and careful to repair whatsoever is amis, and faithful
in the distribution of their moneys thereabout. And they shall choose
no Receiver or Treasurer but such as at his election, or within three
days after it, shall put in good bond.  And if either Receiver or Treasurer
be found unfaithful or dishonest in his office, or shall dilapidate the
church, or pull down any part of the old buildings and make any benefit
thereof to himself, or take away any of the Yead and cover those places
with any other covering than lead withow expresse direction from the
Dean and Chapter, he is decreed to be suspended from al! the profits of
whatsoever place he shall have in thia chorch for three years, and that
he be publicly denounced in the quire in the midst of divine service to
be a waster and dilapidator,

fiem.  Ti iz decreed and swictly erdained that becanse the houses of
the Prebendaries are hase, litle, noysom, and unfit for habitaton both
in regard of dte, roome, decay, and maaner of buillding ; and the other
buildings about the Abbey Court (especially towards the street side from
the Great Gate next to the Palace northward, up to the Brewer's House,
and so rotnd till you come to the Ilean’s House} are more convenient
for the mansions of the Prebendaries, Archdeacon, Lecturer, and other
members of the church, they are advised that henceforth they never
demise or lease or renew any estate of any of those buildings or houses,
or any part thereof, which are in ar about the said Abbey Court from the
Great Gate unto the Dean's House to any person whomsoever; but do
reserve them to the use of the said Prebendaries and other members of
the church as the leases shall expire and become void. And because
tract of time or respect of gain may mzke the Dezn and Chapter now
present, or to come, careless of this advice and decree, they are adjured
in the fear of God, and as they will have his biessing upon them in those
things, which they shall leave to their children or posterity, that they
carefully observe this for the good of themselves and their siccessors.
And doubtless God will deal so and worse with them hereafter if either
wittingly and willingly they suffer the {fabrick and bedy of the church to
fall or continue in decay; or demise hereafter or make away by any
future act of theirs any part of the said buildings from their succesagrs;
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the rather because there is daily seen a most shamefull and unsufferable
abuse, by the demiseing of sore of those huildings in the Abbey Court
and Cloysters, and sometimes in the church itself | being prophaned
or much annoyed by horses, hoggs, and other means, so as the Court
which was formerly kept For the decent and convenient use and refresh.
ment of the church members is now become most vile and sordid ; and
with the dayly noyze of the brewers, with the knocking, cooping, carting,
and the like, all the members of the church are much annoyed: for which
canse it is ordered that all auch abuses be taken away, and that they also
receive the rents of those demises, provided that the Abbey Court be
from henceforth freed from the same, upon pain of such censure as their
peglect herein shall deserve.

Lastly. Berause by presentment {as alsoe by complaint of divers of
the best respected citizens), it appeareth that the Gate House is become
a receptacle of many disorderly people of the city and others, who taking
themselves to be exempted from the power of the city do resort thither,
and much wrong themaclves and discredit the government of the church
by their immoderate drinking, gaming, and other wicked expence of time:
it iz decreed that from henceforth there shall be none alehouse, beerhonse,
or victualling house kept in the said gatehouse ; nor any of the city or
elsewhere shall be suffered to drink, game, or lodge therein, nor any
horses taken in or permitted to stand in the gatehouse, nor any come to
be measured there for the private gain of the porter, or any other use
made of the said Gate than for the passages of the people and other
necessaries of the house and members theraof™

From Chester bishop Bridgeman went to Bangor, where he
arrived on §th August, 1623, being the feast kept for his majesty's
deliverance from the Gowryes3 Here he remained in residence
for a time, and repaired the parsonage house,

This 2utumn he resigned his prebendal stall at Lichfield, to

1 Cheshivr Sheay, vol. iii. pp. 169, 204. These Injunctions are taken fiom an early
Cathediaf Register, which was found among the effcets of a clergyman in the county
ol Chester Lately deceased in the year 1875, and which then fell itto the hands of the
writer of the article in the Cherkirs Shaf, Mr Geo. Neasham, of Nonbk Bailey,
Durham, The same Injunctions were renewel by bishop Carvwright in 1687, and
again by bishop Siratford in 1602,

* Family Evitlences
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which his suceessor was collated 3oth September, and admitted
ard October, 1623,' and a few weeks later, namely, on the 28th of
October, James Markland, mayor of Wigan, and Peter Marsh came
with the bishop's servant, William Brown, and with the two bailiffs
of Wigan, William Leigh and Gilbert Gardner, to the parsonage
house at Bangor, and desired him to forgive them, or at least
to spare them from being proceeded against in the Star Chamber.
He had served a process upon them to appear in the Star
Chamber for that they had troubled his tenants and fetched
them into the Chancery Court at Preston, because they refused
to contribute towards Barrow's expenses in the jourteys he
had made to London in his suits against the justices before
mentioned ; and some of them had been lorced to pay, in order
to save a journey to Preston, but William Ormshaw refused to
pay and acquainted the bishop with it, which moved him to call
thetn again into the Star Chamber, But now, upon their humble
submission and promise to canry themselves guietly and honestly
hereafter, he was content to spare the mayor's appearance at
London, “but so as he should take out a commission to rejoin
{ric) here in the country.™?

On 20th November, 1623, because Alexander Buckly no longer
resided at Wigan, being in attendance upon the bishop as his
servant at Bangor, he bestowed the clerkship vpon Thomas
Coates, the organ maker, with all the dues and fees belonging
to it, and told Mr. Bridge, the curate, to give notice of it pub-
lickly in time of divine service in church.3

Mr. Massle of Strangways succeeded Mr. Richard Walton
this year as parson's steward 4

While at Bangor, in 1623, bishop Bridgeman bad a controversy
with old Lady Puleston about tithes. The parish of Bangor
then included Orton Madoc and Worthenbury, and for the great

' Willis' Surpey of Cathedrals, vol, if, p. 440-1; and Lo Neve's Sasfr

* Wigan Leger, ful. 96 1 fhd

4 Family Evidenees, (rem MS. Noo 2, being the account ook of the bishop's
privale seceetary, William Trowne.
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tithes of the latter Lady Puleston claimed a prescription, but
he was more successful here in preserving them to his church
than he had been at Wigan. This lady, Susan Lady Puleston,
was the widow of Sir Roger Puleston of Emrall, co. Flint, knight,
the daughter of Sir George Bromley, knight, justice of Chester
in 1581, and sister of Sir Edward Bromley, knight, of Shifinal
Grange, co. Salop, one of the barons of the exchequer in 7 Jac. I
Her husband died without issue, and was succeeded at Emrall
by his brother, George Puleston, Esq.

Bishop Bridgeman seems to have remained at Bangor till
after Christmas; and in February, 1623-4, he went up to London
to attend the parliament summoned to meet on the 12th of that
month, where a declaration of war with Spain was resolved
upon, and a subsidy voted to carry on the war in Germany,

Dwring his residence in London he lost his 2nd, but ejdest
surviving, daughter Elizabeth, who was born at Peterborough
11th March, 1613-4, and died at Westminster on 13th May, 16247
In this year, at Midsummer, his eldest surviving son, Orlande,
“commenced Master of Arts at Cambridge, being senior of that
commencement,  After the disputation ended, Dir. Goth and the
feliows of Magdalene College chose him fellow of that college,
being now but 15 years old; but" the bishop *sent him to the
Inner Temple and would not allow him to take the lellowship,
considering that fellowships were intended for poorer men who
had no other means to live upon2 Orlando Bridgeman (the
future lord keeper) had evidently been early and carefully taught,
and judging by the entries in the account book of the bishop's
secretary, his learning must have been of a somewhat general
character. In 1620, there is an entry of £1 to Mr. Reves “for
teaching Mr. Orlando Hebrew at London,” and another of £1 §+.
in 1623 to “ Mounsr” (at Chester) *for teaching Mr. Orlando
his french and italian tongue” 3

On the dissolution of parliament bishap Bridgeman returned

! Family Evidenors. " Jdd 3 fHd., No. 1.
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to Chester; and on 28th August, 1624, he moved with his family
to Wigan.!

At this time the south aisle ar transept of the old conventual
buildings of 5t Werburgh, at Chester, which now form the
cathedral church, had long been used as the parish church for
the parishioners of St Oswald, or St. Werburgh (for the two
names appear to have been used indiscriminately), and there
the mayor and corporation were accustomed to resort an Sundays
and holy days to hear thz sermon.  Bat as the seats were
inconvenicntly placed, the bishop, at the request of the parish-
loners, granted them a commission to re-arrange them and make
them more uniform. The commission, which was dated 3rd
September, 1624, a few days after his return to Wigan, runs as
follows :—

* Johannes providen’ diving Cesirien’ Epiteopus delectes nobic in Christo
Ans Georgie Bosth miit' of Baronetts, Edw’ Whithy armigero, Will'mo
Camull, Joi'i Ratcliffe, Galfredo Winae, Nickolao Tnce, Feive Drink-
waler & Rick'o Dution Aldermar’, Will'mo Fisher civitatis predicle viceomit®
uni, Theme fnce, Thome Humfries, Thome Knowles, Wil mo Higginson,
Thome Aidersey, JoRT Hardware, Jol'i [Hal, fohanni Meoles, et Jol's
Askion parochianis pareckic sancti Qswald’ civdaliy Cestr', mecmon Kob'lo
Ince o Jolk'd Whithy efusdem Eolesie sancti Oswald’ Gardiands salutem in
o sempilernam; cure ad nostram mip® ceviliudingl” deventum sit notiiam
fiter comtro’siar & allercaciones inder parochiangs ef fnhabitantes gusdem
parockic cirea scamna sedes seu sedilia | Anglice pewes, sentes, and kneel-
ing placea) in ead"mr Ecel*io posit’ edifical’ ef construct arias seie of graviores
wrum inm Az parie mature provideatur, 8¢ eliam nonantlps parockiones pre-
dicte parovkic scamnir sedfbus seu sedelibees in eadern Ecdl'ia sancti Osmoalds
carufise o in puii caree, cumgue dligm coram mebis guerslalum esse
intelfigimus guod FPuipitum sive Rostrum in dicte Eeclia non est conve.
wienier scitwalum, nos i’y proul ex olfice n'ro pasiorals fenemur finem Aujus-
modi Hiirbus condrov'siis of alfercalionidtes bmponers g pochian’ anledictos
scaminis sei sedilibus uf plferiur carentes in sedibus colfocare supientes, ad

b Wigan Leper, fol. go.
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aecenenid” ig'r ad dicfam Eceliany sancti Oswaldi Cety die sive dichus com-
peiert, vum por wmor d'num Georgium Booth mifitems el Baronetfum,
Edwardum Whitky, Will'm Gamull, Jo&'em Raielife, Galfredum Winne,
Nich'um Inee, Porum Drinkwaier, Rich'um Dutlon, Willfm Fisker,
Thomam fnce, Thomam Humfrics, Thomam Knowies, Will'm Higrinson,
Thomam Alderinie, Joh'em Hardware Jfoiim Hall, fokem Mewles, o
Joem Ashion, Robertum Fnce of Joom Whithy salt'm § edo V'rm,
gugrum prepominatos Rob'tum face & Jok'm Whithy gardianes antedidos
duos esve vodumus, melius videbitur expedire, ac pavockianss inhabilan’ sive
eommorantes infra pareckiam sancti Orwald® predict a loco in Icum d a
saamne i scamnnm intra Eedl'iom prediclam amovend® ef soruim aniti't jux’
Afsereciones V' ras a¢ fux' itafus of gualitales cuyusli'? Sicforum parochianoriin
foca seamua ieder of sedifia i5°m secindum faudabilem comsuetudinem dusd”
parochic arsignand’ ef limitand ar efiam sedes scamna sen sedifia in cad'm
Eeelia eoliocas® reparand” of tra'smutand” atgree seamng sedes sen sedilia
neva {3 gpus fWit) edificand” ef introducend’ (praviso semper guod dia’
scamna sew seditia i edificaln sew edificand” sind celerds uniformin od
decorurm of ornatum dide Ecclesie, ac siam provise quod femine um virs
mixsim N eish'm sedibus son wllsceniur sed guod omnes viri jux' eorum
diymitates stat' dad’ sew officia (p'ut equ' 25l) feorgim in sedibus ordine
decends, ef omines femine jux’ cartim vel maritors' suork' condis's'es in allera
parte dicte eeclesic ordinentur ita wt smnia fiant ordine ef decenter in dome
dei ), ac efiam ad removend” Fulpity' sive Rosir' ad alfum gacmeung' loaim
magts com'ody’ ef oporivny’ vobis premomingtis 'ne Georgio Beoth midit
o Barenel’, Edu’ Whithy, Will'me Gamwll, foi's Raidliffe, Galfredo
W¥inn, Niche' fnce, Fetvp Drinkwaler, ef Rigk's Thetton, Will'ma Fisher,
Thume Tnce, Thome Humprice, Thome Knowdes, Will'mo Higeinson,
Thome Aldersaie, Jok'§ Hardware, Jok'i Hali, Jok'i Meoles, a Jok'i
Ashion sali'm ooy v'rm, guorum pfart Kebtum ince e Jok'em Whithy
gard’ anlediclos duos esse vefumus, fi'wam o gucl’em ia hae parie benipne
concedinties of impariimur per gufes, vosque prevominaloy (reorgium Hooth
meidit'. ¢f Harenett', Edwardum Ii%ithy, IVilf'm Gamull, Jokem Raldiffe,
Galfredum Winne, Nick'wm Fface, Petrum Drivkrater, RieXum Dutton,
1Witl'm Fisher, Thomam face, Thomam Humpfries, Thomam Knowles,
5 m fHiginsen, Thomam Aldersule, foilem Havdware, JoRem Hali,
Jolem Askton, folem Meoles salf'm oclo ¥rm, quorum pdia® Robiw'
Fuce of Joldem WWhifly dues exse velnmus, Com'issarios m'ros ad g'missx
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debite exequend” pficimus, ordinamus, ef consfituimus per fienles | vofamus
famen 5f aliguis ved aligui coram vebis oom’Gssarils #'ris anfedictis, seu sait'm
octs 'rm guorum presomingl' RoFw fuee e foKem Whithy pardianos
dnieditios duas eise volumus, comparterst sive comparuerind of Jus damitmt vel
snfereise in hujusmont scamnis sedibus vof sedilibus vel corumt uno sew afiguo
Aabere vindicar'it velf vindicav' ind, greod ex fune dicium scamns’ sedes sew sedile
ab omni dief paries vel parfm sic vindican’ alicrum g. guarumaungue
Dersonarum o persone sud gius vel corum nomine s titule vindican' ingressu
e genufeccione suipendatur pul nor fenore froniium suspeadimus et e
F ruwspensis palam ef publice declarari decrevimus ; oitet’ insuper sex fF
vicariv' dee Ecrlesie sandi Oswaldi cilari faciabic peremioric ovines o
singulos compenies ac jus flulum sive inlerd'e in aliyug uny vel pluribus
seamnorum sew sedilium prediclarum Aabere flendenies ac inleresse el
claminm sui’ p'ponere jagtilanies of imtenden’, grod compleant of torim quifi's
compeal coram Aodit auf vicarie a're in Pualibur gen'ait guspe depulaly
sen Rervegato awl alio judice in hac porte competen’ guocungis im Eel'in
Cathedrali Cesfrien’ loce consieeto i8'm die jovis prox’ post dic citaliznem
Rujusmods eis in ke parie fociam 55 juridicus fu'id alipguin prox’ dic juridico
ex fune sqqued’ hora causarum ad jurd reddend” i'm consuel, & fus Litwly
clamizm ved interre'e sua X gue Agbeand awd corumr aliguis habeal in scamais
sedipes seu sedilipur predigtiy aut eorum ung allepetur of im debita jurit
Jorma podatur, infimanter flered s ef rorvm cuifi't sie claman joditan’
of cifat' cud ac griebtis per puies sic iafimavimus ) guod 3F son compurring
coram wobis (uf plfertur } et Kmods damium jus titulum ef inferrd'e sua real’
in seripl® mon p'pos’iind, nos ex tune assignacisnem ordinacionem fimitatioom
ef contulacionem v'ras, vel octe Trm, guorum pdic’ Rob'is’ Ince & Jok'em
W hithy duoes esse volnmus, guead p'missq vel corum aligua confermare d
corroborgre infendimus, & (furibus n'ris Epalilus ac Signitate & Korore
ef awd'ale wris in Fibns semper salvis 8 prevovafis) rezera B pates ad
Hrum beneplacita’ taninmode dural confermamus of carreboramus : In cufus
ref festimonivm sigitfum Rrum Epal’ putibas appons fecimus dab’ fertia
dre mieniis Scplembris anne domini sillime sexcer™ viceiime Quarto o n've
consecralionis anno texts.
Edwardus Kurscil

Dorins polems
Jo: Cestren
This document is endorsed *a commission from the Bishoppe
rFP
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for the disposing & erecting seats in the church of S¢. Hierburge
3 September, 1624

Bishop Bridgeman was present at the consecration of bishop
Richard Senhouse to the see of Carlisle at York on 26th Sep-
tember, 1624,2 in which he took part,} after which he returned
to Wigan.

On the 2gth of October, 1624, he records that the Serjeant of
Wigan, Joseph Pilkington, came to desire his leave to take toll
from the butchers who came to sell Besh at the wakes on the
following day, but he refused to allow it becauss the Friday
martket and the St. Luke's fair only belong to the town, therefore
he bid his own bailiff to collect it. At the same time he records
that, as it had been a use among the townsmen to have “that
barbarcus and beastly game of bear baiting" at the wakes, or
on the day after, “the bear wards went to the Mayor, James
Pilkington, to ask leave to bait the bears oo the market hill on
the next Monday ;" the mayor sent to the bishep to ask his
permission, and notwithstanding his own strong feelings in the
matter, he seems to have given way to the mayor's request, and
assented that it should be held, for that time, on condition that
they waited until after the Monday market was over and the
people had packed up their wares* This, he says, he records in
the Leger in order that his successors may know that they have
the power of stopping such exhibitions if they choose to etiforce it.

On the same day the bishop ordered Oliver Leigh to be im-
prisoned in the Moot hall for kecping alehouse without licence
and petting men and their servants inte his house te drink and
game there ; for which fault he made him pay 10s. to the poor
according to the statute. He also caused the bailifis to put John
Dolphin, Thomas Dolphin, and John Farebrother in the stocks

on Market hill for making a fray, and bloodshed, and abusing
Setjeant Pennington,$

P Miscelleneots Toams Lonterming the Ecclesiastical Fistory of Chester @ eollected
by R. Holme : Harl. M35, 1994 {No. 219 new notation).  The M3, is full of clerical
crrors from one end Lo the other, and evidently copied by one wholly ignorant of Latin.

* Family Evidences ; Le Neva's Sarii, 3 Regittrum Sacrnm Anglicamwm.

* Wigzn Leger, fol. 99, 3 JEid,
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On Tuesday the 16th of November, 16524, he held a court
baron at the Moot hall, and, as he had heard that his servant
William Brown of Marketsted, to whom his deceased wife {the
widow of alderman Matthew Markland) had left a shop full of
wares, was denied liberty to sell them, he made an appointment
with James Filkington, the mayor, and all the aldermen to meet
him in the pendice chamber; where he told them that they had
no power to elect burgesses but by his sufferance, and that the
true burgesses, to whom the liberties of the town were granted by
the charter of 31 Hen. 111, were only those burgesses, and their
assigns, who held lands of the parson by rent of 1s yearly p'
Surgagio, &c., as appears by Joho Mansel's charter; and that the
true burgesses are suecessive and not slczive, He then told them
that he had made the said William Brown a burgess by selling to
him 2 burgage house and ground which he had lately bought of
Thomas Gerard, of Ince, Esq, next to the church yard in Wal-
gate street, and that he should have and enjoy all the liberties
of the town by virtug thereof; to which they assented. They
then desired him to do them the favour of choosing his son
Orlando an alderman. But he declined, because he thought he
was too young, and becawse he was about to send him to travel
in France.

In February, 1624-5 the bishop set the painting, wainscotting
and seating of the upper or new chancel at Wigan, called the
bishop’s chancel, together with the painting of the lower or
patson’s chancel :2 from which it may be inferred either that the
Leigh and Bradshaw chapels had now been partially restored, or
else that some temporary screens had been put up to pretect the
chancel from the open air, for the chapels were certainly not
completed at that time.

On 16th March, 1624-5, at the request of Robert Banks,
churchwarden, and his brother Christopher, whe came to him in
the name of several of the inhabitants of Scholes, he gave them

T Wigan Leger, ol oo * JHL, fol. 1o
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leave to enclose a piece of the waste in Whelley Lane to makea
place for recreation or bowling lor the people! {for which he
charged them no rent},

By the death of King James 1. on 2pth March, 1625, bishop
Bridgeman lost a kind patron and constant friend, who esteemed
him highly.

On 25th April the feoffees of Billinge chapel came to Wigan
hall to excuse themselves for keeping Mr. Tempest out of their
chapel on the previcus day, whom the bishop had sent to preach
there and to take the cure because he had displaced Mr. Bolton
the former reader. They professed that they did so only because
they were not aware that he had come by the bishop's appeint-
ment, and therefore they had agreed to keep him out until they
had spoken with the bishop, to know if he had sent him there;
and now that they knew it from himself they acknowledged that it
lay entirely with him to put in a curate there.2 In recording this
in the Leger the bishop remarks that after looking at the deeds
which they shewed him he does not find that the chapel has ever
been consecrated, but thinks that the reader has only had some
toleration allowed him to read there.

In the spring of that year he attended the parliament at West-
minster which had been summoned by the new King, Charles I,
to meet on 17th May, 1625 ; but being taken ill before the end
of the session he obtained leave to return to Wigan3 This was
the year of the plapgue, which seems to have commenced in the
South of England. There is an sfe in the Gishop's accounts of
£ 10 sent by him to be given to the poor of Exeter (his native city)
then infected by the plague, which he gave to old Fogg to be
distributed by Ignatius Jordan, the deputy Mayort  About Mid-
summer the plague spread greatly in London, and it became
necessary to take precautionary measures to prevent it from
spreading throughout the land, Hence the following order in
council was issued from Oxford to be distributed by the arch-
bishops to their suffragans in their respective provinces.

! Wigan Leger, fol, 102 ? Jhid., ful, 103, Y Family Evidences. A fhid,
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Order in council touching the plague, addressed to the arch-
bishop of York:—

W After of very harly coinendacons to yor Lpp. The lamentable
informaCons w*" wee daily receave of the great spreading of the contagion
of the plague through the kingdome doe contynually scllicite us to
thinke of all possible meanes for prevention of the same.  And finding
that the frequent assembling of the people in places infected deth g0
much the more dispepse the infec€on ; wee by the King's commandmt
have thought fitt to pray & require yoo Lpp. to take order within yor
Province of Yorke, that the several Beer doe give charge within their
Dipcese, and doe signifya to their chtreh wardens, that in such parishes
wt are, or shall fall out to Lee, infected, during the tyme that the
tnfeCcon shall last, they doe ahstaine from assembling together in the
churches for celebration of the ffast, lately proclaimed by his Maty
authoritye, but that they doe cause those of the parishes infected to be
exharted to observe the said ffast and other devotions accompanying the
same privatly in their houses. And that the churchwardens be further
carefull in the publicke assemblies weh shalbe made for the said ffast in
the parishes clear from infecfon not to admiit any of the parishes
infected to their said publick assemblies, wet might else prove a likely
meanes to pass the contagion to the places w<b yet remain cleare.  And
8o wee bid yor Lpp. very hartily farewell, from Oxford the gt of
August, 1615,

yo' Lpps. very loving firiends,
G. Cant, Jo. Linceln, C.5., James Ley, H. Mandeville,
Arundell & Sumey, FPembroke, Montgomery, Hollande,
E. Conwey,
T. Edmondes, Hum. May.

{Addressed) To the most rev'end father in God of very good lord the
lo. Archbishop of York his grace.”

This arder was received by the archbishop at Bishopthorpe on
the 17th of the same month, and shertly afterwards forwarded to
the bishop of Chester with the following letter:

“ Salutem i Christo, 1 send yor lo® hereinclosed the copic of a I're
wed I lately received from the 1. & others of his Ma%® most hono'able
privic counsell; according to the contents whereof I praie & require yof


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

*

260  {Tistory of the Church and Muanor of Wigan.

lo. to give offeciall charge wir yor Digcese, that the severall church.
wardens in each parish be verie ciroumspect to performe the direfcons
therein menc'oned ; whereby not only his Ma' princely law, bt their
1L most p'vident regarde for the welfare and safetie of this realme, maie
be duly and dutifully observed as app'taineth.

And wib all ] forthwith expect yor lops, answere w™ the accompt of
joo printed briefes sent to yo' lo. a yere agoe for a colleccon in that yar
Diocese for redeeming of 1300 English captives from the turks, that the
same maie ke sent up o his gr. of Cant,, my verie good lo. & brother, aa
in the said briefes is expressed, & [or we his gr. hath oft times written to
me for the moneys so collected to be conveyed up accordingly.

And I right hartily betake yor lo. to the blessed p'tefcon of the
Almightie, At Bishopthorpe the xxt of Auvgust, 635,

Yo lo. verie loving Brother,
Lo. B? of Chester.” Tabias Eborens,”

In compliance with these injunctions bishop Bridgeman sum-
moned James Pilkington, the mayor, &c, “ and gave him orders
to be observed now in this dangerous time of the plague, namely
that the towsmen should watch in their own persons daily, the
chief of them, and let none lodge in the town which would not
voluntarily take his cath that he came not from any infected
place within a fortnight and that himself {to his knowledge) was
free from the infection: [fem, that they should provide an out-
room {(out of the town) for such to lodge in as, coming from
London and going farther, had no place to lie in, and another
room for such as may chance to be infected, and some ale house
at the upper end of Wigan Lane to deliver passengers victuals
for their money when they come from London” And because
when they watched in the other parts of the town, strangers and
beggars came over the field up by the bishop's house and hung
about his gates more than before, he charged them to provide a
watchman daily for Hallgate, to stand at the lower end of his

L Original M5, letter preserred sameoag the Family Evidences at Weston.  Tobiss
(or Taby) Matthesr, formazly bishop of Durbam, was lrepslated to York in 1606
He died 26th March, 1628, aaz. B2, and was buried w York cathedral.
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causeway at his court gate, which they did: and that they might
not be unprovided of moneys in time of need, he caused two
layes to be laid generally through the parish by the overseer for
the pacr, whereof one was to be reserved in the hands of Edmund
Winstanly, echurchwarden in the town, and the other in Richard
Worthington's hands, of Pemberton, churchwarden. For the
parish he charged them not to disburse “any penny” of these
two Jayes but only upon such as might chance to be infected,
and soch uses as concerned the plague. Likewise he advised
them to choose out some to be searchers of the bodies of men
dying, and to agree for their wages weekly; and to tell him what
men were fit to be allowed to keep ale houses, that he might
suppress the rest; and he caused the signs of the inns to be
taken dewn now for a while to prevent the abede of travellers in
their town,! &c.  On 13th September he gave order to the church-
wardens that none should be buried in Wigan church during the
time of the plague, for that the infection is now in Mary Bibby's
house, two of her children have died of it and a third hath the
sore now running on him ; yet her sister and two of her children
are escaped ount and wander the country, and one Grimshaw (who
is to marry her) hath also gone out of that house and is lodged
in Haigh, so as it is now uncertain what places in the parish are
free from infection ; therefore he charged them to suffer none to
be buried in the chorch without his privity : but this was not to
prejudice any man’s interest or claim to bury in the church for
the {uture.

The precautions used appear to have been successful in pre-
serving the town from the ravages of the plague, for the number
of burials at Wigan at the close of 1625 were but little above the
average.

In the bishop's accounts for this year, under the heading of law
expenses, an sfewe of 44 occurs for resisting an attempt by the
Earl of Devon? to set up a prescription for tithes at Abram.

' Wigan Leger, fol. 106, v S, ol o7,
¥ Fanily Evidences (i, bishop Dridgeman's Leger, wmarked No, 2).  The persen
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There 1s also an fesr of L7 for physic in London and at Wigan,
besides physic for the children.

The second parliament of Charles 1. met on 6th February,
1626, and whilst bishop Bridieman was attending it he lodged at
Woestminster on the Ferry Bank. It will have been at his lodg-
ing here that he received the following letter from Lord Viscount
Savage, conveying to him his Majesty's pracious acceptance of
his service about the loan Royal in Cheshire :—

“ My very good lo.

I have acquaynted his Ma. wit yo© lo. great zeale to his servyce, the
which he takes most gracigusly att yo hatds, and when yo© lo, shall see
him his Ma. will let you know as much.  In the meane tyme he hath
cofanded the lo. of the counsell ta wryte a letter unto my lo. of Derby
and yo' lo. and to the rest of the comissioners to lett you understand
how graciously he doth accept of yof servyces.  And my Jo. for myself
lett me thanke you, and assure you that in the place [ live [ will serve
yo' lo. as a faythiull friend, and I pray comend my servyce to yo© good
wyfe and my best love to yor good sonne, and 5o in hast I end {meaning
shortly to visitt yo lo. wt a letter of such newes as the presentt tyme
brings forth) but ever to remayne yo™ lu. most affectionate and faythfull
[kiend.

Savage.

This 26 March, 1626

Here too he was waited upon by Roger Bullock, of Wigan,
alderman, who brought to him the will of his uncle Hugh Bullock,
late citizen and haberdasher of London, to satisfy him about the
detaining of the schoolmaster's wages; and in the said will these
words were written :

“ftem, [ due praunt, will and devise unto the mayor, aldermen, and
burgesses of the town of Wigan aforesaid, and to their suctessors and
asgsignes for ever, one annuity or yearly rent charge of twenty pounds by

here called Farl of Deveon will have leen Sic William Cavendish, ¥, B., the first Earl
af Dhevanshire, s created in 1518, who died 3ol March, 1625-6,

' Chriginal letter ifer Family Evidences.  Sir Thomas Savage, 20d baronet, was
ereated Visenunl Havape, of Kook Savage in the sounty of Chester, Sth Bovember,
Lizf,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

Lr

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan, 293

the year of lawiul mony of England to be yearly issueing, going, and
received out of and in my carner messuage or tenement w'h the appur-
tenances caled or known by the name of the Chalice and the Sheppheard
and out of all other my hereditaments situate, lying, and being in Thame
slreet, in the panish of St Butlolphs nere Billingsgate, London, w* I had
or purchased from Rowland Stokes, and whereof since I had or obleyned
a grant from his majesty we I procuted for the better assurance of my
title and estate therein: 1o have, take, perceive, and enjoy the said
annuity or yearly rent charge of £ 20 by the year unto the said mayor,
aldermen, and burgesses, &c., for and after my decease forthwards for
ever: to the use, intent, and purpose and upon speciall hope and confi-
dence that the said mayor, aldermen and burgesses, &c., shall yearly far
ever dispose and pay the said yearly rent charge of £ 20 for encrease of
the yearly stipend & wages, and for and towards the mayntenance of a
sufficient scheolmaster within the said town of Wigan from byme to tyme
for ever, who shall freely teach and instruct carefully and diligently a
competent number of children of the poor inhabitants of the said tawn
of Wigan in the gramer and Latin tongue unto some good measure of
learning as shall be thought most meet in the best discretions of the said
mayot, aldermen, and burgesses, and their successsors, and so to be
continued for ever, The said annuity or yearly rent to be paid to the
yeariy use aforesaid unte the said mayor, aldermen, and burgesses and
their successors and assignes, at 4 feasts or termes of the year, that is to
say at the feast of 5t. Michael the archangell, the bitth of oot Lord Ged,
the annunciation of the blegsed Virgin Mary, and nativity of Sc John
Baptist, or within 30 days next after every of the said feast dayes by
even and equall portions™; with full powers of distraint.*

P Wigan Leger, fol. 112, This bequest of Hugh Bullock's, which was passed by
indenture of Eeaffment, with the other Grammar school property, in 1878, to William
Duniel, Esq., then mayor of Wigan, and others, iz the more interesting from ils being
in all probability the first gift towards the endowment of 8 Grammar school at Wigan,
the date of his will {or the probate of it) being 25th July, 1618, whereas James Leigh's
gilt (the fAirst recorded io the Charity Commissioners' repor) was made on tith
Juvuary, 1619. There was o sthool, however, at Wigan in 1615-16, whick was appar-
chitly situaled i Scholes, near to the rver Douglas, and built wpon the Iord's waste, o
which a rent of gr. fer anndeny was paid 1o the parson by the mayor and corporalion
{Wigan Leger). In 1628 this school was undergoing repairs, for there s a miemeran-
duww in the Wigan Leger of Midsummer day, 1625, that James Scott; baillf, and

QQ
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“Memorandum : the said Hugh Bulleck did also in his life time give
a hundred pounds into the hands of Peter Marsh, alderman, to be con-
veyed to the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of Wigan, to be employed
in buying hemp, flax, &c., to sett the poore men there on work. And
accordingly for one year it was so employed by Ralph Markland,
recarder, and Robert Ford, potter; but when his brother Hogh Ford
was mayor, their father old William Ford, alderman, caused the said
£ 190 to be brought home to his house and never since could one
penny of it be gotten, for old William Ford sayth that he disbursed it in
the tawn sutes, Wherefore 1 got 2 commission ad piss nsus out of the
Dutchy and thereupon a jury (whereof diverse were aldermen and
burgesses of Wigan) found that ever since the said William Fotd ook it
into his hands the stock has been lost and the poor not sett on work,
being now yeares since.  Therefore it was ordered by me and the
rest of the commissioners that the said William Ford should repay it
But to this day it is not paid. Therefore I complayn'd of it in the
Dutchy the last terme {a® 1626) but I find {although the Auwturney, Sir
Edward Mosley, promised me fayr and exclaymed on them) they receive
s0 much favour & the buss'nes is s0 put off, because they have chosen
one of the channeellor's friends Burgesse of this parliament,® that T think
it is in some danger of being lost far ever if in this sicknes I dye, w
1 do therefore write in this book, that if God call me away hefore I have
perfited it {wh I will constantly labour whiles I live) my successor or
some good body may take care of it. [t hath already cost me some
mony."?

Parliament was dissolved on r5th June, 1626, and on his
return te Wigan the bishop appointed Arthur Gibbons to be
clerk of the parish church, on 3rd July, 1626, in the place of

Roger Wood, serjeant, came to the bishop from Mr. Thomas Bunks, the mayor, and
asked leave that the children of the Grammar school might be taught in the beliry of
the church whilst the school was being repaired, and leave was accordingly given for
three weeks. In or about 1723 the school was removed to the site which it lately
occupicd adjacent 1o Millgate,

! The bargestes of parliament for Wigan that yenr were Sir Antbony Si. Jobn, ket.,
and Sir William Pooley, ko,

* Wigan Leger, fol. 113 This charity had been recovered before 1612, and is now
presecved fnowhat is known as Mason and Bullocks charity {oédy Charity Commis-
sionets' Teport).
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Thomas Coats who had left the town?  Mr, Robert Fop is men-
tioned by the bishop as his curate at Wigan this year At this
time William Rushton, of Chorley, near Blackburn, and John
Chetham of the same place, masens, arrogated to themselves
the right to sit in the old chancel, commonly called the parson's
chancel, and set themselves there in the quire seats, on the
north side (near to the seats of the mayor and aldermen) from
which they excluded the bishop's son. They were therefore
cited, at the bishop's instance, to appear at the nesxt consistory
court at Chester to answer in a cause of contempt ; but before the
time arrived they came to the bishop at Wigan Hall, on the gth
of October, 1626, and, pleading guilty, asked that they might be
forgiven for their insolence and intrusion, and promised that they
would never attempt to sit there again; and as he refused to
accept their apologies at that time, they came apain two days
later, with a letter from Mr. Roger Bradshaw of Haigh on thetr
behalf, desiring to be spared, expressing sorrow for their con-
tempt and saying that they were willing to make any such
submissicn, either public or private, as should be enjoined
upon them by the bishop, or his court, for they now understood,
by the general voice of tha parishioners, that the said seats
belonged to the parsons of Wigan for the time being, and that
anciently the parson’s clerks, and other of their officers and
chaplains, have used to sit there, and sometimes say scrvice
therein: in witness of which acknowledgment they attached
their signatures thereto.3

On the 24th of October, 1626, the bishop removed from Wigan
with his family to Chester to winter there4

On his return to Chester, he found that the mayoer had {on
the strength of his commission} been altering the seats in S5t
Woerburgh's without sufficient authority from him, and greatly
to the injury of the cathedral clergy and quire. For whereas
when he left Chester for Wigan in August, 1624, the parishioners

1 Wigan Leger. ful, 114 ! Family Evidences.
3 Wigan Leger, fol. 118 4t Tol. 110,
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of 5t. Werburgh's had desired him to prant them a commission
to make their church uniform, which he had granted to them,
now on his return ke found that they had removed the pulpit te
the middle pillar, and had so placed the seat wherein he (the
bishop} and the mayor of Chester used to sit that now he was
eo longer to sit directly before the pulpit, as he and his pre-
decessors were wont to do, but the mayor now sat in the midst
of that seat, and he {the bishop) was shouldered to the end
thereof ; also they had taken away from his ushers and servants
those seats where they usually sat, before the bishop’s seat,
without leaving them any place in that church; and for the
quire men, they were, by this removal of the pulpit, placed
50 far off that they could not hear the sermons; and for the
dean and chapter, they were so disrespected that they had a
most unfitting seat assigned to them (and were improperly seated
on a side of the women's seats), so that they were offended
thereat, and petitioned the bishop to remove the pulpit, and to
call in his former commission ; moreover the said parishioners
had bestowed the best and largest seats on their own wives and
friends, but left none for the wives of the dean and prebendaries,
ror the wives of the singing men; and, notwithstanding the
bishop's commands to the parish, these disorders had not been
redressed, but Nicholas Ince, the mayor of Chester, being a
parishioner, grew so insolent as to claim sovereipn authority in
that church {which is in truth a part of the cathedral church);
whereypon the bishop ordered the dean and chapter to remove
their sermons into the quire of the cathedral, which they did
upon Sunday, the 4th of January, 1626-7, and have ever since
continued to preach there. But the mayor refuseth to come
and has persuaded most of the aldermen to absent themselves
likewise, pretending that it is an impairing of the state of their
city, because here the mayor cannot sit in the highest place.?

E Wigan Lclgtr, fol. 119. Nicholas Ince, the mayor of Chester here spoken of,
was the =on of o shoemaker, and had been first & chorister (o7 choir boy) and after-
wards a slnging man in that chorch.  EHe was at this time a maltster.
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The bishop's order to remove the sermon from 5t Oswald's
to the choir of the cathedral does not appear to have given
satisfaction ; whereupon he removed it to the nave. The mayor
now submitted the following case for counsel's opinion to Mr.
]. Selden —

“The church of A. adjoyninge to the Abbey churche of B hath
tyme out of mind bene a pish church, and impropriate to the said
Abbey of B, w< Abbot had alsoe thadvowson of the vicarage of the
said church of A At the dissoluc'on of th' Abbey 33 H. 8, the said
Albey church and p'ish church of A. were by patent made a cathedrall
chuech, and a Bishopp and Deans and Chapter created and instituted
there, and the said improprac’on, and advowson of the church and
vicarage of A. granted to the gaide Deane and Chapter, who ever since
have presented to the said vicarage accordingly, and the said church of
A. hath retayoed and kept all rights and liberties of o phish church,
saving that the said Deane and Chapter have the Lestalls, and some
other profitts of the said church of A., apd are an the charge of repaire
thereot,

Ever since the creac’on of the said Bishopticke and Deane and
Chapter (that is for 85 yearss and during the suecession of g bishops)
the sermons upon all Sundayes and holidayes have beane by the
Bishoppe, Deane and Prebends of the said cathedrall church or their
substitutes in the said church of A being adjoyninge & annexed to
the said cathedrall church as aforesaid.

The said Dean¢ & Prebends bave dureing that tyme had o peculier
place, where they nsually sate fo heare sermons in the said church of A,

The s2id church of A. heing the most eminent & spacious in the citty
of C., the Maior, Sheriffs, & Aldermen of the said citty have alsoe used,
by all the tyme aloresaid, to come to the said church to heare sermens,
& have an auncient Pew, wherein they usuaily sate, weh hath convenient
places where the sword & mace doe stand before the Malor in his seate,
& a desk for s bock & cushion to bes before him, in w seate alsoe
the Bishopp for the tyme beings hath usually sate wth the Maior.

In the said church of A. there are alsae convenient seats for the
Aldermen’s wives, for the p'ishioners, & for most of the cittizens of best
ranke in the cittye.
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There are 1o seviall p'ish churches w'in the said dty of C,, and
many countrey townes & villages wthin those p'ishes, soe that noe one
church ¢an conteyne soe great o congregacon, & there was mever
heretofore any restraint but that sermmons might be in any of the said
churches att such tyme as the sermon was in the cathedmll church.

The Bishop & Deane & Chapter doe p'tend to have liberties wthin
the great Ile & minster of the said cathedrall church [so] that the
Maior ought not 1o have the sword or mace carried before him there,
por t¢ have any authority in those places,

The Bishop that vow is, upon some allegac'ons that the coming inte
the Maior's pewe in the said church of A, was inconvenient, moved
that the Maior would come inte the same att the backe doore thereof,
& remove the irons, for the sword and mace to stand in, to that side of
the pewe, & that the fore door of the said pewe might bee left for the
Bishop to come into the said pewe, w* for diverse reasons was not
thought 61t 1o be yeilded unto,

Hereupon the Bishop in Christmans last caused the germons to be
removed from the said church of A. & to bee in the minster of the
said cathedrall church, w is a place of small extent, & bath not a
convenient place ether to heare or sitt in,

Since then, for some reasons knowen to himselfe, hee hath brought
the sermons to the west-end of the said great Ile of the cathedrall
church, & nere the old bellfrey & divers great & auncient church doores
for sev'all nsuall passages those wayen, into a newe pulpitt? lataly caused
to be erected an the side of one of the nethermost pillars of the great
Ile opposite to a windowe of the chappell in his owne house, & hath
p'vided some seats ' backs & diverse formes® to sitt on to heare
sermons in the said Ils,

He hath alsa ptohibited that there shall not bee any sermens in
aoy other church of the said cittye att such tyme as the sermon is in
the said new pulpitt in the cathedrall charch.

* This polpit, made of cak and carved wilh the bishep's arms, now stands in
1he Consistory Courl at the south-west cod of the Nave,

* Thess forme were given by the bishop himself, as sppears from his accounts for
that year, 1627,  This was probably the frst {ime that the Nave of the cathedril oax
used for Diving Service,
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And whereas by auncient custome the Maior, Sheriffs, Alder and
Sherifis, [and] Peers, have upon Sundaies & hollidaies imediately after
dinner mett att a place {called the Pentice), and thence gone to a
sermon preached by some of the citty preachers, whither the greatest part
alsoe of the citty came, and, after the sermon ended, went Lo their sev'all
churches to evening prayers, the Bishop’s Chanceller hath given late
direcc’'ons & command that the said afternoone eermon shall not bee till
after evening prayer.

The Maior, by the advice of the Alder, his bretheren {for that these
alterac’ons are in breach of auncient customes, & entrench upon the
rights of the citty, & of his place, & introduce many inconveniences),
did not nor doth goe 1o the minster, nor to the said great Ile to
SEITLOTS.

1, Soe that upon these innovac'ons, the Maior & his brethren have
no certaine place o meet & come 0 for¢noone sermnons as accustomed.

z. By reason that sermons in other churches are to end before the
sermon in the new pulpit beginne, service is 50 tymely ended that many
countrey people come not there,

3 Dureing the sermon in the new pulpitt, many (for want of con-
venient roome to sitt or heare in) doe walke in the church, some Leepe
at home, & others-(w is most of all) goe to the Alchouse at senmom
yme.

4. And the restrzint & alterac’on of the tyme of the afternoone
sermons doth Ekewise bring many inconveniences.

QUESTIONS

1. Whether (as this case is) the Bishop & Deane & Chapter, or ether
of them, have powsr to change the place of the sermon from the said
church of A. where itt hath usually bene and alter the same as aforesaid.

2. Whether the Bishop hath power to alter the accustomed hour and
tyme ‘of preachinge, & make restraint thereof in other churches as
aforesaid.

3. Whether the Bishop or hia Chancellor may restraineg the afterboone
sermuns tilf evening praier, contrary ta customs in that behalfe.

4. Admitiing the place of the sermon may be altered, whether the
Maior & citizens may not att their owne charge maintaing a conformable
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preacher to preach in the said church ef A. or in some wother church io
the citty att the usuall houres twixt 1o & it of the forenoone.

5. Whether the Maior {the cathedrall being wtin the Liberties of the
citty) have not equall power & authority there zs in other parts of the
said citty, unless the BP or Deane & Chapter have some charter of
priviledge or exempc'on to restraine the same®

[OPINTON.]

@hesteg.— By the custome of the place {as I conceive} most of the
questions arising out of the czse are to be determined. And if the case
ke tas by all likelihood it is) that, as well dunng the time that the
Bishops of Coventry and Lichfield were Bishops there and beflore the
dissolution of the Abbey, a3 after the institution of the Bishoprique of
Chester and of the Deane & Chapter thers, the sermons for the city
were had in 5. Oswald’s church, and that also at a certain time, so
that a custome time gut of mind hath confirmed them te that place and
time, I conceive that the Bishop hath not pewer t¢ change that settled
custome (which makes a law) or to alter the sermons to any other place
or time. And i the times ol the sermons made by the parsons or
vicars of the parish churches have been settled by 2 custome also time
cut of mind, [ conceive that they may preach at those times notwith-
standing the Bishop's inhibition ; and if he de iohibit them & proceed
by ecclesiastical censures, a prohibition will Iy at the common law
against him. And [or that of the Malor's power in the cathedral
church, unlesse the Bishop or the Dean & Chapter have some privilege
or exemption to the contrary, either of letters patents from the King
or his progenitars, or by some custome at least held time out of mind
{& that the charters to the church be ancienter then the charters by
which the Maior & the rest of the corporation exercise their jurisdiction)
the Maior hath like Wberties & jurisdiction in the cathedrall chorch
and the precincts of it, as he hath in other churches & their precincts
in other parts of the city.

Y. Selden.”r

* Harl. M55, zro3, fo, 32, This was not the only instance, in those days, of a
controversy between the mayor and the cathedml clergy for precedence in the
cathedral churches. 1t was also the sase at Chichester, and by an order io cooncil,
issued from Hompton Court on 6th June, 1636, it was determined that " Wherens
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This guestion, touching the rights of mayors in the cathedrals
and their precincts, was decided by the King a few years later in
favour of the ecclesiastical authorities, as appears by the follow-
ing letter of Richard (Neile), archbishop of York, to the bishop
of Chester, preserved in the Diocesan Registry at Chester :—

¥ Salutem in Chrisie.

My very good Lo &c.

It hath pleased his Mat= of late to take notice, That the Majors of
sundry Cities of this kingdome do not eome onderly to the pmblicke
praiers and sermons to the Cathedrall Churches, and that in some places
where they do come to ye Cathedralls w™ have liberties and priviledges
wibin their precinctes, they cary up their sword and Maice, as if the

there hath been herctofore some differences between the Deane of that church & the
Major of thal eitie, touching pre'dency in the charch & close of Chichesler, & that
the Major & Aldermen hive been lately seated in a place in the body of that cathedmll
choreh, againgl wid they tocke some exceplions ; and wheres it hath beets & qntsliuu
whether the Maoe should be murried before the said Major in the said closs & church:
It was this day by his Ma'r in those particulars . . . ordered : flirst, that the Major
& Aldermen {for some espetiall reasons alleadged to his M=% by the said Dean) shall
upon the receipt of this order constantly come to sermons in the cathedrall, & shall
st in the place where they are now seated by the Dean, their ordinary, untill
Mich'mas next: gnd that after Mich'mas they shall be placed in & sesl better then
that they desired of him, wiz' in the tame seats where the Kn® now sil, & shalbe
there continued with this condic’on, that this p’sent Mnjor some time before Mich'mas
shail by some acl in writing {under the commen scal of the said city} be engaged that
neither her nor any his successors shall henceforth disturbe o affeent the p'sent Dean
of that church, or his depaiy, or Lheir successore, in the church or close for matter of
presedency [as lately this Major did)  And as concerning Lhe carrying of the Mace
before the Major, his Mate did espelially order that the eame be nol permitied to be
bome before the Major in the Quire; byt his Mats (resolving to setile a penemll
order in that paint to be ohserved by all Majors in all cathedrall chueches) did not
thick fit at p'sent 1o resolve whether absolutely to forbid or allow the cartying of Lhe
said Mace before the Majurs of citles in the cathedeall chirches or the classes belong-
tng 1o the same ; leaving il to Be further advised on by some civill & common lawiers,
fur his Mat™ will {in convenienl time} give arder to consider theteof ; and thereupon
will further declare his royall pleasure in that bebalfe.” (Copy of order in councll, among
Bridgeman Family Evidences.} John Selden was one of the preatest luwyers of the day,
s writer of great eminence, and a leading man in the House of Commons.  He took
the covenant in 1643, bul was never o vlalent opposer of the church, though he did his
best ko check what he considered to be wsurpations of ecriesiastical power,

KR
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Jurisdiccon of those places belonged to them ; whereupon his MaY® hath
directed his l'res to those Majors requiring of them {as yow may see the
effact of his Maties I're as directed to the Lo Major of Yorke, whereof
I have sent yow a coppicy; Now, I having heard that the Major of
Chester in 4 sort abandoneth your Cathedral Church (though yow have
so ordered it that all the service and sermons of the Citty are ended
before yours begin}, I thought good to send yow this copie, and to pray
you both in my name and your owne to shew it to Mr. Major of Chester
and his Brethrene, and to move as far forth as the same doth concerne
them to p'forme what his Ma%* in his sayd L're hath commanded other
Cities to do.  If this course shall take effect the busines wilbe well done,
atherwise I shall entreat my Lo : of Canterbury to move his Ma™ for
his L'res to them, 1 send yow here also the copie of an Order of the
Lords of the Starchamber and the Judges resolution touching the legality
of our p’eedings in our Ecel'icall Courts, w my Lo : of Canterbuty hath
caused to be registred in &l the Temparall and Eeel'icall Coptts, and
thinketh it it that the like be done w ve, w<b I pray yow to cause to
be done.  And so w™ my hearty comendacons I commit you to gods
blessed p'tec’con, and rest,
“Yar L'ops very loving freind and brother,
R: Ebat.

Bishopthorp, z% August, 1637,

Ta ye R. R father in god, my wery good Lo: and brother, the Lo
B'p of Chester, at his house at Lever in Lancaghire™

“Copie of his Ma'*® 1're to the Lo: Major of York, ke Signed,
Charles B.”

*Right trustie & welbelaved, & trusty & welbeloved, wee greet y™ well.
‘Whereas, for the p'servation of the solemmity of Divine Service in some
of our Cathedrall Churches & for the good of the Inhabitants of those
Citties, wee have required the Majors, Aldermen & their Companies to
frequent those holy places upon Sundaies and Holidaies w® zll duoe
reverence ; & that they be there at the beginning of Divine Service;
& at their going out & coming in, & while they are there, carry them-
selves so as becometh them in ohedience to the Canons of the Church
& the customes of those Cathedralls ; requiring also the Majors of those

U Cheihivg Sheaf, vol i p. 3
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Cities that they shall not use the ensignes of their authority within our
said Cathedm!l Churches, that hereafter the distinet liberties & privilidges
granted Ly our Royall Progenitors to their several bodies may be inviol-
ably kept: Wee therefore casting the same gracious eye upcn our
Cathedmll & Metripolitonne Church of 5t Peter in our City of Yorke,
Lo have it regulated in like manner, do hereby require ¥~ according to
your sev'zll duties to take care for the dee p'lormance of all the sayd
Orders io that Church; and further that as well y* the Lo: Major as
also the Recorder & Aldermen at some solemne times ev'y year shall
receive the holie Com'ion iz the said Cathed=ll Churche of Yorke, to
manifest your conformity to the OQrders established in the Choreh.
Given under our signet at our Court at Greehwich y¢ second day of
Julie, in the thirteenth year of our raigne, 1637. Dirceted ta cur right
trusty & welbeloved the Lo: Major of our City of Yorke, & to our trustie
& welbeloved the Recorder & Aldemmen of our said City.":

Then follow copies of the Star Chamber's and Judpes’ orders
agreeably thercto,

At this time the dean himsell appears to have been willing
to give up the sermons in the nave and to return to the parish
church of 5t. Oswald.

With a view to this arrangement, a meeting of the parishioners
of St. Oswald was convened upon Thursday, the 15th of Janvary,
1628-9, when Mr. Mallory, the dean, delivered a speech to the
foliowing effect :— '

% First, hee entred into the comendafon of peace and amitye in
generall, and thence proceeded to a declarac’on of the divisions and
dissentions that had bene of late in that p'rish;

Hee said hes had endeavoured much with the L. Br for reduceinge
things into their auncient course, and that the sermons might be
preached as formerly in that plish church ;

Hee said that it was av'ed by some, and after said it was affirmed by
Mr. Recorder, that the plish church of 8% (Qswalde was noe p't of
the cathedrall, and if it were so then he inferred that the deane and
prebend: were not bound te preach there,

? Bishop Bridgeman's Leger in Diocesan Regisiry, Chester.
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Hee said [hee] came with a message of peace, and with an intent to
settle the same in the piish for the plory of god and the good of their
soules, for the sfecting whereof he was to make two p'posic'ons.

1. The first was that, for az much as Mr. Recorder had affirmed that
the said p'ish church was noe p't of the cathedrall, that the p'ish
ghould acknowledge that plish to bee p't of the cathedrall, & that the
deane & chapter had like authorily there as in any other p't of the

cathedrall.
2. The second was that the pulpit should be removed to the place

where it stood before.

And in both these they must then suddenly att that présent give
their acknowledgm® & consent.”?

With respect to their return to St. Oswald's, however,
a contemporary writer, quoted in King's Vale Royal, seems
to have taken z different view of the matter. In speaking
of Chester Cathedral, he says, ' Lately the lower end of that
Ile” {the broad Ile} *is graced with the beginning of such a
monument as may, to cur posterity, be of more fame and werth
then all the rest of this ancient Fabric, if either the Right
Reverend Father, Docter John Bodgeman, the now Lord Bishop,
or his successors, do finish that Freaching Flace which his Lord-
ship hath already bepun with the erection of as fair a Pulpit of
carved work in Wainstoot as 1 have anywhere seon: & iF ever
it he at:t:{';mplishf:d with convenient pews and provision [made]
for the auditors, as is already for the preacher, it is like to be a
most stately place for the publike sermons of the city, and an
omament to the whole diocess.  And as no doubt hiz Lordship
was moved to this intendment by beholding the frequent &
great concurrence of people to the publike sermons here, and
how they be straightenad in the churches in our great assem-
blies, so the after ages shall have cause to praise the God of
Heaven for his Lordship’s podly care, who, it seems, is persuaded
such goodly spacious buildings of our forefathers should not
serve only for idle walks for our feet, & pazing objects for our

' Hatl. AfSS., 2103, £ 3L
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eyes, but in the service of the great King of Heaven & Earth, to
which all places of decency and conveniency should by all means
be employed or dedicated in one degree or another,”t

In speaking afterwards of the parish church of 5t. Oswald or
5t. Werburgh, the same writer says, that “in this church, for the
most part, is the great assemhbly both of the major, aldermen,
sheriffs, peers, and the whole city, to hear the sermons on the
Lord's Day and other festivals, especially in the fore-noon, being
indeed the most spacious and it place for this occasion.” From
which it may be inferred that the mayor and aldermen had gone
back again to their seats in the parish church for the moming
sermon, hut whether the afterngon sermons in the pave, thus
happily begun, were given up again or not at this time does not
appear.

In the meantime hishop Bridgeman returned from Chester to
Wigan, on 16th July, 1627,

By the death of his father, Mr. Thomias Bridgeman, of Green-
way, in the county of Devon, on the 23rd of July, 1627, which
was Iollowed six months later by that of his mother, Mrs. Alice
Bridgeman, who died on the 31st of the ensuing January,z he
came into possession of his paternal estate, which consisted of
lands at Greenway, or Spyre Park, near Exeter, and some houses
in the city of Exeter, which belonged te his mother. These
properties were sold by him in 1631 to pay for the purchase of
other lands.

The bishop was ever careful to preserve to his church those
rights and privileges which he had recovered at the cost of so
much trouble and expense.

A curious instance of this occurred soon after his return to
Wigan. On 26th July, 1627, Robert Barrow, deputy mayor,

* King"s ¥ale Royal, p. 37, of which this part is taken from *'a discourse of the
Foundalion and Endowment of the Abbic of St Werburgs in Chester 1 written by
N. N.® (s )

* Mr. Thomas Bridgeman of Greenway, and Alice hix wile, were bariad in the nave
of the Calhedeal cherch at Exeter.
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and Robert Mawdesley, clerk of the court of pleas, came to him
to ask his permission for ane of his (the bishop's) own servants,
Edward Russell, to sue another of them, namely, William Brown,
at the (town's) court of pleas in the Moot hall. The cause of
the dispute was a wager made between them, in which Brown
had taken 5s from Russell upon promise to pay him £10 if ever
he {Russell) married the widow of Hugh Ford, late alderman of
Wigan; which marriage had since taken place. The bishop
records that he refused to allow the suit to be prosecuted there
until he had first consulted his counsel, because he doubted
whether it might not prejudice the privilege of his church, which,
by the constant confession of the town burgesses, hath hitherto
been that none of the parson’s family may be arrested by the
town officers, nor any other persen within the parson’s house or
demaynes,?

In the fellowing year, 1st September, 1628, one James Ascroft,
of Skelmersdale, having sold up all his goods and estate, and
being ready to fly the country, came into Wigan, knowing that
ot Monday's market there is no arrest for debt; but at the
instance of Mr. Wm, Lewis, minister of Heolland, to whom the
said Ascroft owed £11, the bishop gave his consent that he
should be arrested.?

On 26th November, 1627, the bishop acknowledges the receipt
from Roger Holland of Holland, bailiff to John Sherington of
London, merchant, of £2 18+ 84 {being twc yecars' rent} for
the relief due upon the death of his father, John Sherington of
London, merchant, for lands which he holds in Wigan of the
parson there, besides the year's rent? (which was afterwards paid),
this being the general custom of the manor of Wigan.

The following is a full account of the yearly profits of the
parsonage of Wigan, at this period #

* Wigan Leger, fol. 123. ® fEid, fol. 137 3 A, fol, 12y,

+ 1t is taken fom a very small private M5, Jeather beck belonging to bishop
Bridgeman, withoot date, but which [rom intzrnal evideoce must have been written
in the year r4a7.
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£ s d £ s d.

Wigan Easter role we 2119 I ... 21 4 O
Holland role we I§5II O 12 0 O
Lambs ... ..« 45 O O in kind
Wool .. I2 O O ... II stone
Calves ... = .. ..« § 10 O .. 2§ calves
Pigs — ... in kind
Geese — ... 160 geese
Hemp & flax we I 00 .. 1 OO
Tents at will — .. 23 0 O
Cheife rents —_ s 23 O O
Mortuaryes . 5 OO0 ... 5 0O
Parson’s meadow ... e 22 0 O ... 27 O O
Dicklach ... e 213 4 ... 216 8
Demaynes 4 ... 60 beasts grass  in hand
Hall meadow — <. in hand
Conygrey & walks — ... in hand
Hasel garden cee — ... in hand
ffaires — .. 8 8 3
Marketts ... — .. 1 0 O
Reliefs ... — ... see long book
Hay of Wigan .., 110 0O ... 110 O
Hay of Pembton ... . 210 O 210 O
Hay of other { Moseley 013 4 Orrello 9 o
towns ...ULightshaw o 4 o Ra...o010 O
Tith corne:
Adburgham e 27 O O .. 33 O O
Bamferland we. cumt Abram ... 5 6 8
Hindley ... ... 5210 O ... 40 0 O
Aspull ... 4014 O 42 0 O
Haigh .. 1010 O 16 o o
Wigan .. 60 0o o0 8 o0 o
Pembton ... ... 55 0 O 55 0 O
Orrell ... 39 0 O 37 0 O
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} £ s d £ s d
Billing . 11219 § ... 71 O O
Winstanley ... cum billing ... cum billing
Ince . . 4 O O ... 4 OO
Holl: & Dalton ... o I2 13 4 ... 1213 4

RENTALL OF WIGAN, YEARLY.
Tenants at will pay yearly—
Houses & Tofts: £ s d

Katherin Hyde, for Eagle Inn ... 13
Ryecrofts, cottage and gardens 2
Kiln & croft ther e 2
Chaigner close ther ... ... 8
Cookstool croft e 12
The eyes crofts .. 8

James Marklad, house

John Orrell, house, back side

Alice Treves, house, &c.

George Vaux, house & close
other pt late Reynolds

Alice fford de Yate{"

Hugh Winstanly, house, close, & toft

O O O o
N
(<))
o

-
O o

APAPLOPOOPONMONM OOOOCO

Katherin Core

Alex : Caterall

William ffarneworth

James Prescott

Widow Winckly, house & 2 tofts
Winckly house

Wm. Nightgall e

Tho : Law, in Wigan lane ...

Alex : fford, in Scoles new ...

Wm. Ormshaw, ibm. cot.

Shops:
Mary Pilkinton: 3: ...
At Wint end : 3.

000000000000 O0OD0OO0DO0OO

O O ™ N O N N ™ m m = m W WO
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—
o O
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- Under Moot hall, 8, viz.:
Whn. floster, next staires ...
Degory floster, next it
Wm. foster, next it... ..
Peter Deane, next it.
Wm. Deane, next it... o
Widow Almond, next it ...
Pet. Anderton, next it
Jeffery Deane, kidcok
Mills ; . .
Bridge come mill ... ... ...
Coppull fulling mill ...
Lower fulling mill ..
Lonng‘ton mill '
Hugh flord’s homse n'ull
Robert Bank's horse mill
Robert floster's hand mill ..,
Grounds :
Barn & mill bill
Roger Mather,!t [of M1]gate] 3 tuﬂs [m:ar
Henhurst Bridge] ... - - .-
Jam. Marsh, 2 wofts by Scol[es]
Ed. Lloyd, hardibuts
Alexander Buckley, for brother
Close behind Prescott lees ...
Hzlf close by pound
Roger Lathwaie's exchong .. .-
Tho : Birchall, shepon -
Cheife rents yearly—
Fxtrahabitans
Roger Bradshaw, Esq.

£r

O 00 m = DN
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! Roger Mather de Milgnie was buried at Wigan ji1st December, 1627, leaving
foor young children and a widaw, Jener, who was admite] os leaant at will 1o his

clese of land rear Elenharst Bridge (Far. Beg, and Wigan Leger).

58
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Tho: Gerard, Esq. ... ' .., o
Ralph Standish, Esq. ean et
Wm. Sherington, London . ... ...
Peter Caterall of Crook ... .., e
Hered, Tho : Gerard, gent. ... e e
Hered, Radi Brown . e
School of Wigan, land
Raph Houghton, Kirkles
Nicholas Penington . -
Rohert Gerard -
Raph Scote ...
Market Streete : . . .
Robert Orrell o
Roper Brown
Tho. Orreli, Wint . .
Wm. Brown, for Almonds, 15 Hugh F‘urd,
.. 15, 5r Gilbt Ireland
Robt Marl-cland. hause -
Fdem for Bedworth, 2 closes . ...
Fdem for Fu, croft felds
Wm, ffoster, alderman
fdem for Wm. Gardiner ... .
Angell Innr. e
Heskith, Jans Shenngton ‘ea
Pet. Marsh & Stanly -
Robert Penington .. . o
Robert Markland
James Marks, shoomaker
Gilbert Green for Wm, floster
Walgate
James ffarchurst ... .
Tho : Tarlton s
Raph Deane
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FO 0 OO0 000 = m
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* The Angel Tnn in Marketsted was held in April, 1620, by Thomas Green,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Churck and Manor of Wigan. 311

FARF R §
James Markland, alderman - e O 1 O
{fz. Tho : Markland 0o 8
Wm. Browne, sen. ves s e O 0 Q
Gilkt Leigh e 0 06
Miles Turner . ‘e e Q0100
James Irefand, for a house . - T
sold 2 acres pays ©
Katherin Hyde, for Bradshaw ... e 0100
Ead, for Caterall house .., s e O 10O
Ead, for Birchalls s e O 1 O
Standishgate ;
Ed. Wrightington «.. .. .. . © 8 4
Robt Maudesley .., vos . e ©I2 4
Robt Barrow, sen. ... e DI 2
Robt Barrow, jun. ... . O 0 §
Wid. Wm. Pilkinton e O 0 3
Hered. Robt florth, lord ... v 0O 211
Hered. Hugh fforth, lord ... ses v O 7 O
W, Hord, alderman e 012 IO
Hugh Chaloner en 01 @
Jam. Scott {Lupbr o 5 0
Robe Jolly ... or o0
Henry Wakefield ... o0 6
Jo: Gardiner oz 4
Tho : Tarlton, smith . o0 6
Roger Bullock, for Anderton (o I
John Wakefield, for Harrison e 0O 1 4
Jam. Harvy oI o
Milpgate :
Gerard Banks o 7 7
Thurstan Pemberton o0 311
Miles Baron boa v o 4 4
Hered. Tho. Brigh ... oo . 0 1 O
Degory foster “w. O 1 0
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e £ =5
John Brighowse ... .. L. 7 . o 1
Miles Letherbarow. - e e O I
Uz James GChadock - - o o
Roger Bradshaw ... ... ... o 0
Wi, Ormsher {§7imma o . 0 1
Wm. Traves, for Ormshaw e oo
Jo: Banks, for Orrell vee o I
James Qrrell, for Bradshaw o o
Wm. Higham, for Gerard- ... o o
Laur. flord, for Woad i 0 a
Rich, Case, § acr. wort. ... 0o o
Robt Banks, miller Caer i (o
Jane Smalshaw, Banks ... ... N |
Roger Bullock : -
- viz. Bradshaw o 5
"  Wrightington ... o B
Ed. Scott e e QO F
Colpit toft . . O 2
Toft of Chatles Leigh ... 1 o
But of John Banks o I
Cases croft e 04
Sherrington’s meadow,,.. 1 .0 _
) .\ Baph Anderton ... ..... . I O 0O §
Hallgate :. .. Co e .
Agnes Baron. . o0
Schales : .
Wm. Gardiner o1
Tha : Banks, alderman e e o 3
Wm. Langshaw, house o 1
Robert fiorth, pewterer ... ... a o
Hugh Langshaw, for his 134,
Orrell . TR T
Gererd TR - A I |

Wm. forth, girdler e 0D,

R,
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Lo £ s 4
Hugh Ainscow o o 6
James Glover : oo 6
Wm., Ashley c o 6
Xpoter Banks . o 1 0
Wid. Eden, far R. Marsh G o 4%
Raph Marsh o 9 44
Raph Brown, for{$. 0 i ¢ 1 2
Humphry Mather, for house and acre o1 9
Woodhouses :
Nicholas Standish ... s w. 1 6 8

Wm. fiord de Swinly Caee cana we O I3 11
Jdem Tor acre, Wim, Marklynd .., e O O I
James Pilkinton, fot :

Jo. Molix T - I

3 acres, Bradshaw o O D

Rott Orrell’s acre v v O I

Lawt. Prescot's house o 6 o012 0
Hugh Mason. ror a 5 8
Raph fford O I o0
Roper Laithwait ... e 0 4 4
Ed. Markland of Meadows oIi8 §
Jam, Patrick for{&T % vy teaa. . a 4 O

Totall Chiefe ... [_,523 :4,; ;ria”] 23 13 Ok
Begides— -
Jam. Gorsuch : .

4 acre in Scholfield 44,

Jo. Glover’s house 5d.

Raph Leigh in Walgate, 44, e 01
James Gardinet, house & croft ... o o 8
Gilst Barrow, 2 acres in ngan lane of .

Charles Leigh ... e O L 2

Oliver Jolly, house & 3 toﬂa e - ae Q.0 9
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£ s d
Roger Bullock, for :
toft of Tho. Gerard 2d.
acre of Wm. Pembton 8d.
acre of Geffray Sherington 84.
acre of Hugh Chaloner 8d. e O 2 2
Mr. Sherington, garden with meadow.
Encroachmts in Wigan LoP found 4 Aug. 1619
[but entered here as they were in 1627].
In Wigan Lane:
Tho. Low, house & yard (v. Tenants at will)

Richard Seddon, sty & dung [heap] .. O O 2
Nicholas frith, sty . ves o o0 2
Jo. Gregson e O O 1
Whelly Lane:
Bowling place . . w O 0 6
Wm. Whaly, or Rich. Shaw, dntch we O O 2
Roger Letherbarrow, piece of hedge O 0o 2
Wm. Babington . 0 0 2
Richard Brookes ... O O 4
Tho. Birchall, oven dunghxll & shlppon of o 0o 4
Gidlow Lane:
Roger Prescot, garden at high . . .end ... 0 1 O
Gilbt Mason (7. tenants at will) o1 4
Wid. Core (v. tenants at will) T o0 I 4
Wm. Caterall, dunghill ... ee o o1
Tho. Joynson, a/ias Roger Laithwait, croft
garden & pt of house o1r1o
Pound Lane:
Hugh Winstanley (. tenants atwill) ... o o 8
Jane Prescot, new house . . . 2 ends of
ground & half old house . O 2 0O
Standishgate :
Ed. Markland, fore pt of house 2 feet broad o0 1 o

Jam. Harvy, near it similiter .. O 1 O
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: L5 4
Uz, Jo. Nightgall, 4 y? broad ﬁ totdg ... 0 1 O
John Hindley . . e 0 1 O
Math. Molding, a pendice - oo 4
Wm. Wood, smith, trace or pendice o o 6
Tho. Tarlton, trace or pendice 0 0 B
Wm. fford, Alderman, porch pale posts o 10
Alex. Rigby, or Maudesley
Peter Marsh, 4 post . o L O
Auvgustin Wilbore, pcm:h & c-:-Irock o o 6
Gilbt Gardiner, § of his house . o1 o
Jo. Gardiner, pendice & good p‘ of h*.s .-

house - . 0 0O 6
Henry Wakefield, 6 yards ]orlg' e @1 0
Mr, Wrightington, 12 y& land of Baron ... © 1 0

In Market Strecte;

3 shops of Wid. Pilkinton c [ o
3 shops of Pet. Marsh (at wint end} 0 3 0
Wm, flester’s shep, I foot to Milgate oo 8
Jeo. Sherington’s post porch B pale oo 6
Robt Penington, house rayl & gate o o 6
Thurston Whalye, . . . stone stayres 0 0 4
Robt Markland, cross chamber over a.g*

Mealhouse . . ‘e oo

In Walgate :

The meat hause o o 4
House adjoyning to it " 0 1 0
Jam, Markland, shop 2 pts brﬂad o o §
Tho, Markland, buttery o o 3
Miles Turner’s crosse chamber 01 0
Wm. Ormshaw's parch ... . o o 2
All Ellen Leigh's house even to the door o1 O
Wm. Brown sen., pale artr dowrum c o 2
Wm. Nightgall's house at lower end 01 0O
Richard Seddon's whole house o1 4
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In Milgate:
Jo. Banks, .top of Milgate seat & cross
chamber . ... ... .. ..
Wwid. Chamnck 8 CIO5S n:hamber
Roger Scott, shoo maker, all fore part ..,
Thurston Pembton, crasse chamber at War-
ington lanes end
In Halgate:
James Low, cole courl: sty, &c
Henry Bibhy's wall of stone .
Ally from Market street to Church yard :
All Wid Markland's hiouse .
Ally from Halgat to church:
Francis Markland's house end

Tith Hay of Wigan.

Brimelow :

Raph Standish

Nicholas Standish
Swinlye :

Wm. Ford

Ed. Markland of Medu

Roger Laithwait ...

Edward Rigby . .

Tho. Low of Wigan Lane ..,

Roger Builock for Diglach fof,

Whelly (%A
Sherington Lﬁd
Whaly id.

Market Streete :
Kate Hyde, for checker
besides dick Scotts acre
Robert Markland, trumpet feild ...
~ ( leng hay O
Wm. Marsh {Witacres G,

round meadow &,

AR
o 1
0 1
o 1
o1
o 1
o 0
o 2
0o 0

2
O 2
o o
a Q
o 3
o1
o o
0 1
o 1
0 1
o 0
Q 1
o I

S

I Ch

QO h'l O W,
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. £ a
hn Sheri § acre witacres
John Sherington 3 4+ hallgate . 00 9
John Mason, banaster meadow & crab tree
croft .. O O 4
Th 1 4 in the eyes
urstan Whaly {i in the penihurst ... o0 o 3

Chishall acre by pinfold Ro. Scott... . ©0 o0 6
streynes 6d.
Wmn. floster {bridge hey 6d.
Mason Croft 64.

. O 1 6

Raph Markland, rounds by myry lane ... o 1 o
Heres Edri Markland, toft in Wittanes o1 0

Walgat :
Wm. Ormshaw, Wittanes toft . O O 1%
Raph Leigh, 1 acre banister meadow ... o0 o 4
James Kid, haugh meadow o 0o 4
Alice Standish, long hay, 1 acre ... 0O 0 4
Jam. Atherton, wittacres, 1 acre ... oo 6
Tho. Tarlton, for straynes o O 4
Ed. Wood, 2 acre . o o 8
in Wittacres against myry lane . 0 0 2
Wid. Jane Redforth § [acre] in penihurst o o 3
Scoles :
Charles Banks, backside o o 3
Tho. Langshaw, pillitoft, 1 acre o o 6
Raph Browne, 2 acre eyes o o 8
Jo. Catterall, day bank o o 3
Wm. Browne, pillitoft o 0 4
Robt fford, 2 acre brodhey o1 o
Hugh Langshaw, Harrison's meadow o o0 6
Wmn. Astley, round meadow o 0 4
Wm. Gardiner{Jasrbey, .. O 1 O
Tho. Banks, . . . diglach & 2 others w O 1 O
Gilbert Gardiner, penington o o 8
TT
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Miigate :

Rscb. Barrow, Tunsted mead

Giltt Barow, Wittanes s

Miles Baron, Wittanes

Jane Bmalshaw {fa‘m'ﬂl’t 4.
gerard 2 acre 15

Rob. Banks, barnely acre
Roger Mather, 3 tofts

Jam. Higham in {202t

Miles letherbarow, beane acre
Lawr. fford, eyes acre

Thurstan Pembton, long hey
Vid. Gilbert Mason for Holmes
An Platt, cole croft

Standishgate :
crabiree g4l

Tho. Ince {dick Scolts 4.

Rob. Madesly, eyes acre

Wm, fiord, next hill maynes

Ed. Ruszell, checker

parson's ford Gd.
Uxor Rob. flord {bame acre 44
wittanes 6d.

Oliver Jolly 4.

4 [acre] in Tansted 34

in lower banister gd.

in higher banister 44. ...

Henry Wakefield, piece in stone close

Mr. Wrighton, Orrells

Jam. Harvey, harrisons

Tam. Ircland, strynes

Jam. Scott, Shawcroft .

Yong Hugh flord, bridghay e

idewe for Holerofts

Tho. Dilkinton for {

Wm. Pilkinton {

£
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Woadhouses : £
Wm. flord, Swinly e DO
{Strynes 2 acre 54

.
2

penthurst acre § 6.
2 bee gardens 44 .- 0 I &
[£2 8s 5dd? Tot. £2 8 1%

On esth Auvgust, 3 Car. 1, 1627, John, bishop of Chester, was
appointed a High Commissioner for the Province of Yark, & court
grounded on the statute of 1 Eliz. for annexing or restoring all
specizal jurisdiction to the crown. This appointment brought him
into close connection with Viscount Wentwarth (better known as
the unfortunate Earl of Strafford}, with whom he kept up a close
intimacy as long as the life of the latter was spared.

The Wigan corn mills seem to have given the bishop more
trouble than any thing else connected with the manorial rights.

Miles Letherbarrow, of Millgate, miller, who had disclaimed
any proprietary right in the mili and accepted the tenzncy as a
tenant at will, was buried at Wigan on 23rd February, 1627-8,
leaving a widow, Alice, and, besides other issue, a son Qrlando,
to whom the bishop's son had stecd Godfather at the font.  After
Letherbarrow’s death, his widow, Alice Letherbarrow, came to
the bishop and begged that either she or her son Orlande might
be admitted as tenants at will to the Bridge corn mill. The
bishop, with his usual caution, told her that she might take
comlort, for that he had never dealt unkindly with his tenants,
but that, because her husband had at first denied his right and
put him to the charge and trouble of recovering it by law, he
should take it into his own hand for a while, as anciently his pre-
decessors had done, but that in time he would use her so as she
should have cause to thank him. The widow, however, refused
to give up possession, and enlisted some powerful friends in her
favour, namely, James Lord Strange and his wife, Lady Strange,:

1 Jamss, Lord Stanley, alterwards 71b Earl of Derby, the eclebrated royalisl leader,
who was beheaded at Bolton-le-Moors in 1651 ; and his wile Chatlotte de Ia Tremouille,
" wha beeame 5o famous for her gallant defence of Lathom 1ouse when it was besieged
by 2,000 of lhe parliamentary army under Sir Thomas Fairfax in s
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to whom Mrs, Letherbarrow’s mother, Margery Banks (alias
Margery Prescot), acted as midwife. Lord Strange, at his wife’s
request, rode over to Wigan and begged the bishop to bestow
the said mill upon Margery Banks; upon which the bishop told
him that he thought it necessary to take it first into his own
hands for a while, but that he intended very shortly to admit
either the widow Letherbarrow or her son to the mill, and
promised Lord Strange that he would do so, only desiring of him
that he would keep the matter secret to himself and his lady in
the meanwhile; and when Lord and Lady Strange afterwards
heard how refractory the widow had been in refusing to give up
possession, although he had promised to bestow it on her presently,
and in daring the bishop to turn her out, because she was under
Lord Strange’s protection, they fully released him from his
promise.

In the meantime the bishop went up to London to attend the
parliament which was summoned to meet at Westminster on the
17th of March, 1628 ; where he was taken ill again, and having
received permission to retire he lay sick for a while at Lichfield
on his way home. After his return to Wigan he made and sealed
a letter of attorney to Lawrence Booth, his servant, on 23rd June,
1628, to demand and take possession of the Corn Bridge mill in
Wigan and the hill and barn in Scoles late in the possession of
Miles Letherbarrow. But James Darrow, miller, for and in the
name of his dame, Alice Letherbarrow, locked the door of the
mill, shutting himself in with Margery Prescot, mother of the
said Alice, who said that she would die before she would give
up possession to the parson. Lawrence Booth took formal
possession of the mill and barn, to the parson’s use, in the
presence of Henry Reynolds, as witness, but does not appear
to have retained it. At the next quarter sessions at Orms-
kirk, on 14th July, 1628, before four justices of the peace, the
bishop preferred an indictment against Alice Letherbarrow for
a forcible entry into the said mill, and also into the mill hill
and barn in Scoles. The jury found a verdict in his favour, and
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the justices granted him restitution. But the story is best told
in a list of proofs of the parson’s title to the Wigan corn mill,
recorded in the Wigan Leger, of which the following are the
maost important :

Fmprimis ; the parson of Wigan had a suit corn mill in Wigan
before 30 Henry 111, as appears by Mansell's charter wherein
he grants to his burgesses “guod molendinent od molendinum
meum ad 20 mensuras sing sectd.”

ftenr; in the valuation of the rectory, 26 Henry VIII (on
record in the Office of First Fruits): * Recloria de Wigan in
manibus Rick'i Kyghly capellani valet, &e.  In redditibus duorsim
molendingrin aquaticorum &8'wm P annum £3 05, 84" These 2
mills must needs be the lower fulling mill and the Bridge mill,
for we have but 3 water mills, and the highest of them, namely
the Coppull mill, was built long after this valuation.

Jtemry in the Court Rolls of the parson of Wigan, John Herbert,
35 Hen. VIIL (fol. rotidi 3): “ Petrus Letherbarow gueritur de
Roberto Kighly pen. eveculor festamenti . . . wiifte voluntatis
D'ni Rick's Kighley clevici nup, Recloris de Wigan in pl'ite deb'ti
455, 24, guos idem Rick'tes Kighley c'icus nup. debuit pro servitio
Jact”; and in the next leaf of the said roll it appears that this
suit was for dilapidations of the Bridge mill, which was repaired
by parson Kighley, and therefore it was in his demayne, or else
why should he repair it! For thus it follows: ¥ Petrvus Lether-
daraw gueritur de Rob'to Kighley pen. in pl'ito convene. fact. de Sre,
ad damnwm querentis 418, 2d, pront &c. Defendens petit dien, unde
fdern @, dicit quod 25 dir martif anne K. R, Hen. VI, 30 predict.
defendens apud Wigan predicl. coven’ ef barganizavit cum prefate
quer. quod ip'e idem guer. faceret cevias reparacones of opera et alia
necessaria In molendine agualico voc, Bridewiiin in Wigan pred. ef
quod solveret prefar. querenti aut allocat. dicl. guer, in veddis. predict,
molending predictic reparationibus’ & Et ruper hoc pred. guer,
Fecit certa opera e reparaclves ef alia necessavia in & sup. predict.
molendinum prout dece? ad valent. 415, 2d. ut pater ¢ billam de
peell inde fact, &e
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Fftems 5 the leases of the mannor of Wigan which included
tithes, fairs and sriffs, made by the parsons: viz. 1. by Richard
Kighly to John Kitching for 30 years, dated the znd February,
33 Hen VIIL, confirmed by the bishop. 2. John Kitchin sells
it to 5° Tho. Langton, dated 20 marfii, 36 Hen, VILIL. 3.
Richard Smyth, parson of Wigan, leased it to Edm. Borscough,
dated 22z Sept., 1. Mar. 4. Richard Smyth to Edm. Borscough
and George Eastham, dat. 16 January, 2 Mar,

Ftemn 3 the fines taken by the parson for the same mill; viz,
parson Tho. Stanly took a fine of 2o marks of Roger Lether-
barow for the said mill, 16th October, 1560, which was pai'd to
his steward Edmund Winstanley it pistoletts, but gold being
cried down the next day he lost by it 85 42 (Fide his steward
Edmund Winstanly's accounts, which were proved before four
commissioners, in & suit of parson Fleetwood's, of which commis-
sioners Mr. John Bradshaw of Bradshaw was one, who now

acknowledges his hand to the said boo
fizm ; this corn mill only in the parish 5 no toll or com-

position for it, as all other mills do.

Jtesm; the verdict of jury of Wigan burgesses at 2 Wigan Court
Baron on 4th October, 1619, declaring Miles Letherbarmow to be
a tenant at will [as given on pp. 237, 2381

frem; the other water ([ulling) mill, which is held by the same
tenure, hath been tried at law, and given, by injunction, to Mr
Fleetwood in 27 Eliz, and to the bishop himself in 15 Jac,

ftem : Miles Letherbarrow, being indicted for his mil! at Lan.
caster, after full hearing before Sir Humphrey Winch, then judge,
on 20th August, 1618, confessed he had no right to the said mill,
znd craved pardon for his obstinacy, and submitted himself to the
Parscn.

Ttemm ; the said Miles hath subscribed twice to this [Leger]
Baok that he hath no right to it but enly by the favour of the
parson and as his tenant at will,

Jten ; on his death bed he charged his wife not to challenge it
of right, but only to crave the lord bishop's Favour, saying that
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he never yet took a penny of his tenants for fine, nor ever put
out any tenant which desired his favour, as she hersell acknow-
ledged.

Fie ;. she paid for her hushand's relief, morinary, Gs. 84.; but
if she had a chattell of this mill, his inventory is much more; and
she hath since come into the Court Baron and acknowledged that
she hath no title but as tenant at will to the parson, which the
jury then found accordingly.

Yet when the bishop asked possession thereof for a small time,
only to assure his church’s right, which hath now thrice been
denied within these 12 years {viz. by the old widow Letherbarrow,
and after her death by her son Miles, and now, since his death,
by this young widow), the said Alice obstinately denieth to lat
him take possession thereof, although he promised her that if she
did willingly yicld it, be would presently put her again into pos-
session thereof, during his life, and set it down under his hand,
But instead of submission she swears she will lose her life ere the
parson shall have it, and her father-in-law (stepfather) William
Prescot hath basely abused him since then.! Therefore the bishop
indicted the said Alice Letherbarrow, widew, and James Darrow,
milner, at Ormskirk sessions, 14th July, 1628, for a forcible entry
they had made upon the said mill on the 23rd of June before, and fur
keeping possession thereof from Lawrence Booth, whom the said
lord bishop had authorized to take possession thereof for him on
that day ; which indictment was found by the jury on full hearing,
and 13 justices then present ordered restitution of possession in
these words 3 * A sessipneme pacts tent, apud Ormeskivke in Com,
Lanc. dic Lune, viz. decisne guarée die Fuiif 0@ R. R, dom, Carolf
Anglie &c, Quarto, Restitutio modo concessa est Fold'i d'ne Ep'e

1 Thiz he did b:l' intrrl'cn'ng with the bi.s'l‘mp's bell-man, fames Low, who harl been
appointed by his steward to cry through the Lown that al] the inhabitants show!d bring
up o him their weights and measures to be viewed ol sealed.  On this sccasion
Frescor wenl wp to the bell-man and tesk the Lell from him on the market hill,
threatening o knoek the belk abowt his head if he went further, and adding, * tath
my lord nn knaves of his own o do this werk 27
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Cestr, Rectori de Wigan de molendine aquatico horres et Rodd. terre
clrt pliinen. menconal. i fnditament. mods capt. verss Aliciam
Letherbarow vid. et Facobum Darrowe miller”t

The bishop was grevented, however, from obtaining possession
at that time, for they sent to Preston that night and got a certiorars
to call the case before the judges at Lancaster at the next assizes,
But knowing that her husband, ten years since, had beer indicted
at Lancaster for this mill (¢ supra), and that it would now go
against her there, her father, William Prescot, rode up to London
and petitioned the king to stay proceedings and refer the matter
to the Lord Bishop of Lichfield, James Lord Strange, and Sir
Grorge Booth, that they might examine ioto her complaint and
mediate some charitable end for her relief,

The king granted a reference accerdingly, which was dated on
ard August (1628}

Since the parson’s title to the inheritance of the said mill was
clearly proved at Ormskirk, Alice Letherbarrow now pleaded that
the parson, Dr. Bridgeman, had made her husband a lease for
twenty-one years, by order of the four lords, to whom it was re-
ferred by King James, 23rd February, 1618, and produced William
Ford for a witness, who said that one of the lords motioned a
lease, but he could not depose that a lease was made, though
Dr. Bridgeman promised to make him one.

To which the bishop answered: 1. A promise is no lease,
2. He offered him a lease as soon as he came home, and oft-
times, but he refused to take any lease {proved by judge Winch's
order at the assizes, 20th August, 1618), and said that the mill
belonged to him by other title of his own and not by the parson.
3. In the four lords’ order there is not one word of such a lease,
4. If they bad ordered him to make him a lease, why did he
never demand it in ten years' space! g. He is now dead ; it js
impossible to make a lease to him. 6. As for the term of twenty-
one ycars, it was never mentioned. The two lords justices knew

' Wigan Leger, fol. 16}, 168, 169,

e . W,
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that he could not by law make any lease of any part of his
rectory, by statute 13 Eliz. cap. 10. 7. If there had been a lease
parole, yet afterwards he himself renounced and disclaimed all
title and interest therein, and betook him only as a tenant at will,
and acknowledged that he held it only by the parson’s favour.
8. Letherbarrow himself, ever since this pretended lease should
be made, was called and appeared at court barons as tenant at
will ; so paid his rents yearly for these ten years, and so stands
in all rentals ; and at the last court baron before his death, himself
appeared and confessed before the bishop’s steward that he was
a tenant at will hereto. 9. His widow (now plaintiff) paid the
bishop for her husband’s mortuary but 6s. 84, affirming that all
his estate which he left at his death was under £40, whereas if
he left such a chattell, of twenty-one years for this mill, it must
needs make the inventory to be greater. But then this lease was
not hatched.t

She pleads also three years’ possession ; but 1. imprimis, her
husband died within these nine months. 2 JZem, the statute 21
Eliz. requires that, besides three years’ possession, there be a
good estate not ended or determined ; also a legal and peaceable
possession, but her possession is not legal, because without right
title, nor peaceable, for Lawrence Booth made an entry on 23rd
June, 1628, and he, the bishop, has since often demanded it.
3 Jtemn, herself hath appeared since at his court baron, being
called as tenant at will. 4. She petitioned the bishop, soon after
her husband’s death, to be admitted his tenant at will.2

I do not meet with any mention of the award, if any was
made. But it would seem that the bishop had afterwards to
sue for possession in the Duchy court. It appears by his repli-
cation, 12th February, 1629, to Alice Letherbarrow's answer to
his bill of complaint that she brought forward the same pleas in
proof of her title, adding that her husband had been induced to
acknowledge himself tenant at will to the bishop by threats of

' Wigan Leger, fol. 170. 2 Jbid.
Uuvu
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punishment ; znd averred that he and his ancestors had been
tenants of the said mill for two or three hundred years, and had
laid out upon it, in baoilding and repairing, as much as £ 100,
The bishop believes it to be true that Miles Letherbarrow and
Ahis ancestors had been tenants of the said mill for two or three
hundred years, and if they have been at charges of £100 on
repairing or rebuilding i, they have been recompenced by the
tolls and profits of the mulchture of corn and grzin, but he
denies all the rest of her allegations.!

There was no order or decree made in this case; but the
sentence was deferred until the next term, in order to give
widow Letherbarrow time to submit herself to the bishop and
obtain his parden for her contumacy.

It may be inferred jrom the foliowing letter given to Mrs,
Letherbarrow by the chancellor of the Duchy to take to the
bishop, and by the bishop endorsed: *“Ie of L. Newbrugh
chauncelor of the Dutchy about Bridge Corn Mill in Wigh
decembr, 1620,"” that the widow's manner and charms made a
strong impression upon the court '

“ My Lord

I receaved yor lom letter, and have had that care of yor cause that
the justice of it required ; soe as yo© o? will understand that it is ready
to be determined, to yor owne satisfaCcon, and the sentence only respited
tll the next tearme, to give yo© loP the glory of a greate worke of charity,
If 1 had mett w*® anie fowle breath that had attempted to cast the least
blott of slander wpon yof lof I should have checked and punished it;
but T must yield this testimonie to this bearer and her counsaile, that
their plea was for charity and mercy, and her carriage humble and
submissive, and full of shewes of compunction, wt moved me {as I
can assure yor loP it hath wrought the same passion wi all thae heard
the cause} to wish yor lo# charity may be extended to her. I shall oot
neede to use arguments to encline yor loP to that vertue, w® I know is
habitual in you ; it wilbe enough to p'sent you wtt such a subiect where
you may raise it to the highest pitch, and give yof lo® occasion to fasten

* Dhachy of Lancaster Pleadings, 4 Car, L, ilary Term,
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an obligac’on upon me, that have undertaken this work of mediation,
yet w't goe much care of yo© 1o™ interest and her duty that, tii she hath
acknowledged and submitted to the measure of her faults and yor
desire, I leave her under the crosse of yo© lo™ displeasure.  But that
being by her duly pformed, I wili presume to intercede, that undeserved
mercy and goodoess to her and her children gend this temporary favor
to him that is alle to recompence it wit an eternal weight of glory ; this
is the purchase that I know yoF loP aimes at, and this is the certaine way
to it ; and if I may receave the hono? to p'vaile w'b yor lof in this suite
I shall attribute some meritt to my selfe, yer nothing to diminish either
¥oF lo™ glory or my obligation, w<b will give yor lo¥ a just title to all the
service wihin the power of
yor Lok affectionate
frinde and servannt,
Dutchic House E. NEwBURGH®
26 Novemb. 1629.”

Alice Letherbarrow accordingly came to the bishop's house at
Lever on the zgth of March, 1630, and there gave up te him the
key of the said water corn mill, acknowledging that she had no
right to the s2id mill, and desired him to forgive her obstinacy
and pretence of title or claim to that mill, which she says that
she made, not of her own accerd, but by the instigation of some
of her friends, but now she sees that she has done wrong to him
and hersell thereby. She desires forgiveness and renounces all
claim, title, or interest in that mill, either by lease or zny other
way, and beseeches him to be good to her therein.  But, because
he has resolved, for the clearing of all claims hereafter, to take it
into his own hands and possession, he records that he has this
day taken the key and will keep it for a while in his own posses-
sion. To which are attached the signatures of the bishop and
Alice Letherbarrow before many witnesses. The same day he
delivered the key to Mr, Robert Barrow to keep for him till he
should otherwise dispose of it, and desired him to appoint the
miller Gilbert Cookson to grind for him, and in his (the bishop's)

* Original letter, imdar Family Evidences.
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right, or else to cause John Whittle, now miller at pepper mill,
to enter into the Bridge mill in his (the bishop’s) right, and
thereto to grind and to take toll or mulchture for him and to his
use. The bishop kept the mill in his possession for a few weeks,
from the 29th of March to the 2oth of April, 1630, on which day
his steward, George Ireland, Esq., kept his court leet in the
Moot hall, and whilst the bishop was sitting there, Alice Lether-
barrow came and acknowledged her offence in open court,and fully
disclaimed all right, title, claim, and interest to and in the said
Bridge mill, and the said barn,and mill-hill ; upon which the bishop
forgave her, and promised to accept her on the morrow as tenant-
at-will, during his good pleasure only, while she behaves herself
well and dutifully. He takes the mill hill and barn into his own
possession to be disposed of as he shall see cause. As for the
rent of the mill he will consider of it, but he will take no fine or
consideration for suffering her to enjoy or possess it.

All this was duly recorded in the bishop’s Wigan Leger on the
following day, and signed by the jurors, viz.: James Scott,
William fford, Robert Baldwene, James Mather, Gilberd Ashton,
Myles Barow, Michell flord, Roger Winstanley, William Gardner,
Edward Sumner, John Scot, William Jervis, Alexander fforth,
John Rigbye. On the same day, 21st April, the bishop rode
down to the mill, where Alice Letherbarrow and her little son
and miller all delivered him possession, they going out and
giving up the key, which he took, and entering in alone took
possession thereof to his own use : and after coming out again he
gave her the key and bade her use the mill till he gave other
directions, or till his successors otherwise pleased. The arrears
of rent, which he had refused to take till after her submission,
were partly given to him on Whitsun Monday, and the remainder
brought to Chester in the following July, 1630.!

I know not how much longer the Letherbarrows continued
to hold the Bridge corn mill, but from what follows it is pro-
bable that Mrs. Letherbarrow retired soon afterwards in favour

' Wigan Leger, fol. 145, 147.
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of one John Bullock. Her lengthened resistence, however,
to the parson’s claim probably encouraged others to repent of
their former submission ; for the tenants of those corn mills
who had been allowed to remain on sufferance and payment
of certain rents to the parson (to which they had bound them-
selves) seem to have afterwards repudiated their obligation.
On 15th May, 1635, it is recorded in the Wigan Leger! that
John Bullock having complained to the bishop that by reason
of divers horse mills and hand mills in Wigan township, and
some water mills near it, his suit corn mill in Wigan was stripped
of most of the toll or grist, he thereupon sent for the occupiers of
those mills to come to him at Lever on that day, to give him
satisfaction for the time past according to their compositions
which they had made with him ; but they refused to come, as is
certified by John Bullock, who-warned them, namely William
Ford, now mayor of Wigan, who answered he would pay no rent
but the tenth part of his toll, nor that unless my lord’s man
would come to take it when it was gotten, else he would cast it
upon the floor ; Christopher Banks, who said he would not come
unless Mr. Mayor came; Robert Banks, who answered that he
could not be at home, and that once my lord called him before
him, but he could do nothing to him; and Gilbert Cookson, miller
to Mr. Hindlye’s mill, who said “I will come none.” All which
John Bullock certified to him on that day; whereupon he sub-
scribed under his petition as followeth : “16th May, 1635. Seeing
the said millers do refuse to give me satisfaction, or to come to
me about it, I do from henceforth require them neither to set up
nor use any mills within the manor of Wigan, save my corn water
mill there ; and I do require my tenants that they carry not nor
suffer any else to carry any of their grain or corn to any other
mill in Wigan at their peril. And for what is already due to me
I will get it as I can. Jo. Cestrien.”2

How far the bishop was able to enforce this order I do not

! Wigan Leger, fol. 175, 176. 3 Jbid.
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find ; but it is probable that this prescriptive right of the parson
to grind the corn of all his tenants at his own suit mill did not
survive the troublous times which followed.

King Charles’ second parliament assembled at Westminster on
17th March, 1627-8, and was dissolved on 1oth March, 1628-9.
The bishop returned to Wigan in May, 1628, and remained
there till September ; and he was there again for a short time
in December and January, after which he probably returned to
London.

I presume that after his return from parliameut in the spring
of 1628-9 he went into residence at Chester. There is an entry
in his bailiff’s accounts for that year of a payment to Wakefield
“to carry nine horses to London to fetch my lord down.” :

I do not find him at Wigan again till September, 1629, where
he seems to have remained about two months before keeping his
Christmas at Chester.

There is an entry in the Wigan Leger of 8th October, 1629,
which partially describes the position of the cowhouses and
shippons at Wigan Hall in bishop Bridgeman’s time, and shows
that landed proprietors had the same difficulty in stopping tres-
passers, and preventing the acquirement of rights of way by the
public, as has been the case in later days. “Henry Wakefield,
son of John W.,, panner, trespassed in my court (having formerly
sayd it was his way and he would goe it) and went through my
fold towards the barne-dore and so along by the stable and
shippon dore towards the midle maynes, where I had licenced
diverse of my neighbours upon [their] entreaty to goe that way
diverse years before, but because under color of a comon way I
had susteyned much loss, for in a fortnight's space 6 or 8 of my
sheep were stoln away by night, and many pullen, &c., and
diverse things besides out of my stables, therefore I charged my
groom Peter to forbid all from thenceforth to goe that way, weh
he did accordingly ; but now H. Wakefield saying he would goe
there in despight, I caused Peter to turn him back and doe
purpose to suc him for it, because some desperat knaves (whereof


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 331

the town is too full) will els not spare to swear y' is and hath
been a way past memory ; whereas in truth even in my tyme
there was not, nor could be, any way there, Tor when I came to
be parson of Wigan, a® 1615, the shipponrs and houses for cattle
stood all aleng from the stable dore by the syde of the house till
you ceme to the end of these buildings westward towards the
milking fold ; and the said shippons were over all the stone
pavement, 50 as there was no possible way by reason of those
shippons wb stood over all that way ; but Dr. Massey my pre-
decessor had let them goe into so great decay as I was fayn to
take them down, and new build ap the shippons narrower, as now
they stand, in a sight lyne equail w the barn and stables, and
for that end I made up a wall wib a foundation of stone under it
from the stable-dore nere to the milk fold, web was open before.
This I did wtin a year after I became parson, and John Price,
&c., yet live who were the workmen, which | sett down lest my
successors be wronged hereafter. Jo. CESTRIEN"2

"In this year, namely, on 22nd December, 1629, bishop Bridge.
man bought the estate at Great Lever, in the county of Lancaster,
together with lands at Farnworth, Bolton, and Lady Hall, in the
same county, which are still in the possession of his descendant,
the Earl of Bradford, They were purchased f{rem Sir Ralph
Assheton of Whalley, baronet ;7 and in the following year he
rebuilt Lever Hall, Pepys relates a conversation with Mr. John
Swinfen, M.P. for Tamworth, who, *“among other discourse of
the rise and fall of familys, told us of Bishopp Bridgeman . . . ..
who lately hath bought a seat, anciently of the Levers, and then
the Ashtons ; and so he hath in his great hall window (having
repaired and beautified the house) caused four great places to be

* Wigan Leger, fol. 142, 141

* Ralph Assheton of Great Lever and Whalley, Esq., was created a baronet, 281h
June, 16200  He inherited the estile of Gecat Lever by the mamage of his
ancestor Sir Ralph Assheton, Enight, with Margaret, daophler snd heir of Adam
Lever, Fag., of Great Lever, The baroneicy explred with his grandson, Sic Jehn
Asshelon, Tart., In 16g37.
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left for coates of armes. In one he hath put the Levers, with
this motto, Qffm. In another the Ashtons, with this, Aeri. In
the next his own, with this, Aad¥e. In the fourth nothing but
this motto, Cras mescio cupus’’

In the year 1629 the King issued certain instructions to the
archbishop of Canterbury concerning the bishops and the ad-
ministration of church affairs in general, amongst which it was
ordered, “ that none of the bishops should reside upon his land
or lease that he had purchased, nor on his comenrndam, if he hold
any, but in one of his episcopal huuses, if he have any such."2
This order greatly affected bishop Bridgeman, whose episcopal
palace at Chester was at that time unhealthy te live in, and it
precluded him from residing either at Wigan or Great Lever,
which were both within his diocese. By the intervention of his
friend Lord Viscount Wentworth, however, who was at that time
all-powerful with the King, be pained a respite, and by letter
from Lord Wentworth, dated z4th March, 1629-30, he received
an intimation that “His Ma*, in contemplaciin of the good service
done him . . . by yor Lp, is graciously pleased to dispense with
yor Lp's remove to Chester soe as yoe maie securely remaine at
Wiggan till some further significaBbn peven yof Lp. therein”3

A few days later he received the following letter, dated at
Cawood, 3oth March, 1630, from the new archbishop of Yerk#
(Dr. Samuel Harsnet}, who was doubtless unaware of the King's
verbal dispensation :

Y My very good lo:

I much desired to have heard fro. your Lp, before my retume towards
London suwch my . . . performance of his Mat= royal comands about
our catechizing. I remember that 1 eroestly desired your Lp. to returne

| Memairs of Samuel Pepys, Esq., vol. i. p. 179,

T Collier's Besd, M, (ad. o840}, vol. vill. p §3.

U Oeiginal letter Jater Family Evidencas

4 fad. Samoel Harsnet was wranslated from Norwich 1o York in 1623, and died
25th March, 1631, The seal of this Tetter is perfect, ot which is his coat of armes,
Avsirch Bow dars v A druvitte, bellocest 7% cross eressladn, 3, 2 awd © o).
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unto mee before Easter the names of the Lectorers wiin your Diocese,
and at whose charges they are maintained, and howe they address them-
selves to the greate and much desired werke his Maf* princely care and
zeale manifested in his late infunctions sent unto us [and left] in our hands
who [under] the almighty God and his Highness are the grand stewards
and cverseers of the buildinge, [so that if] they shold miscarrye, beth the
tymes present and future wold lay an heavye doome upon us, and wold not
Layle to crye out Qurs cxesfodiet ipsos eusionss 2 None but God unto whom
wee stande bounde in 2 deep account. [ very affectionatly and humbly
begp at your Lp's hands a speedy manifestation of your Lp's remem-
brance unto mee that I may at least make it appear unto his Ma™ that
wee doe not sleape nor slumber in this reyal and religiouse worke ; for
Four Lp's owne paterne of obedience by resorting unto your episcepal
house at Chester I have uppon all occasicns given it all due and
deserved commendations, not doubtinge but that it will bee a rule and
leadinge ease to others. 8o praying for your Lp's health and happinesse
I heartily rest
your Lp's faythfull freind &
loving Brother
S Enor.”

In consequence of the King's injunction, however, the bishop
practically gave up his residence at Wigan, and a few years later
the parsonage house, with the lands hitherto held by him in
demesne, were let, as well as the tithes and other dues.

In the year 1630 there occurs amongst his expenses an ifem
of 466 135 44, for “ eaterteynment of Duchess de Tremulle at
Chester.” This lady was Charlotte Brabantina, third daughter
of William of Nassau, first prince of Orange, and one of the co-
heiresses of her mother Chartotte de Bourbon, of the royal house
of Montpensier. She had married Claude de la Tremouille,
Duke of Thouars, and was at this time a widow," Her daughter
had lately married James, Lord Strange, afterwards seventh Earl
of Derby. The duchess arrived at Chester on 18th Seplember,
where she became the guest of the bishop ; and the gentry of the

1 Memoirs of James, Exl of Derby, Chetham Soc., vol. luvi, D, ix
XX
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town and neighbourhood gave her a royal reception. * There
came to Chester,” says a contemporary writer, " being on a
Saturday, the Duchess of Tremoyle in France, and mother-in-
law to the lord Strange, and many other great estates; and all
the gentry of Cheshier, Flintshier, and Denbighshier, went to meet
her at Hoole Heath, with the Earl of Derby, being at least six
hundred men ; all the gentlemen of the artelery-yard, lately
erected at Chester, met her in Cow Lane in very stately manner,
all with pgreat white and blew Rthers, and went before her chariot
to the bishop's pallas, and making a yard let her threw the
midest, and they gave her three volleys of shot, and so returned
to their yard ; also the maior and aldermen, in their best gowns
and aparel, were on a stage in the East-gate Street to entertagm
her."!

On 23rd April, 1631, the bishop rvecaived the following formal
dispensation from the King to divide his residence betwoen
Cheshire and Lancashire :

" Charles Bx

Right trustic and welbeloved wee greete yo™ well Wee understand
by the Lord Viscount Wentworth of president for the North ptes with
what care and good endeavor you have assisted him in the advancem's
of o7 service, w' wee gratiously accept, and will remember for yo' good.
Hee hath also acguainted us both with yor readie obedience to o order
for yor residence at yo* episcopall houses, and with yor desire, w regard
of the multitwde of Papistes and schismaticks in that pte of yor diocesse,
and for other reasons, to make yo© abode in Lancashire for seme pte of
the years, which tendinge to the better discharge of yor dutie in the
service both of the church and common wealth wee are pleased to
approve : and accordinglie give you leave to bestowe halfe the years
in Cheshire, and the other halfe in Lancashire, soe az at the times of
Christmas yot kepe house and hospitalitie at yo episcopall seate, and
continte yof former care of p'servinge the unitie and good govemm's of
that church comitied to yor charge, as wee doubt not you will. Given
at our Pallace of Whitehal this z3rd day of April, 1631."

* Memoirs of James, Earl of Derby, Chetham Soc., vol. txvl. p. xxxvy.

-t e e m——


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Churck and Manor of Wigan. 333

Scaled with a stamped seal bearing the arms of England,
Scotland, Ireland, and England, quarterly, and directed *To the
right reverend flather in God our right trustie and welbeloved
John, Bushop of Chester,” This letter was enclesed in one from
his friend Lord Wentworth, dated from Westminster, 27th April,
16311

From this time the bishop lived partly at Chester and partly
at Lever Hall,

In the spring of the same year the country was again visited
by the plague, and we find the bishop conce more taking order
to preserve his town of Wigan from infection, as appears by
the following correspondence, which is recorded in the Wigan
Leger:

“ My Lord's letter to the Maior and Com‘unalty of Wigan touching
the ifaire there in y* Plague time at Preston &c."

4 After my hearty commendations :

It hath pleased God to visit diverse places in this County of Lanc’
s0 dangercusly wib the plague of Pestilence, as I have oftimes seriously
considered wh myself whether it were better for the com’on good to
hoid my flayre at Wigan this Ascention day now following or forbid it.
Some of you lately represented to me the necessities of the people, web
arc at this time to buy and sell cattel], and by a disapointment of thig
flayte may be much prejudiced ; but {on the other side} when 1 consider
that the safety of their persons is much to be preferred before any com-
maodity in their Estates, and that the extraordinary confluence of men
from all parts to such a fayre may bring some infection to the Towne,
1 bave thought it fitter to forbidd their meehng y*= to endanger the
inhabitants ; and do rather choose to loose my present profid, than to
bring that place into penll of ukter undoing, And therefore I have
resalved to cause proclamation to be made in diverse Markstt Townes
of this County, that there shall be no fayre held in Wigan for this time,
unless you shew me some greater reasons to alter my inlenbon wthin
these 3 days.  And so, praying (God to hoid his hand of protection gver

t Original lctters sufyr Family Evidences.
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yau and to send you grace and peace, T rest your loving friend and
Landlord. Do : Cestmien ]
Lever, May g, 1630,
To my loving tennants the Maior and Commoralty of Wigan.”
To which letter he received the follawing reply .

#The Wiganers Letter in Answer.”

*“Our duoties and service to your good Lof ever p'mised.  Whereas
your good LoP js pleased, of your good and pious respect for the safelie
of us ali and this poore Town where we live in this time of present
danger, to forbid and restraine the faire to be holden here at Wigan at
the Ascention day now next following : fior wet wee ourselves not onely
in our perticuler estates, but generzlly the poore commonalty here, for
this your care and providence are and shall be ever bound to pray for -
your LoR, and do applaud and humbly desire your Lof te go on wtt your
resolution by proclamation or otherwise in prohibiting of the same Haire,
S0 w' our prayers for your Lo preservation wee take onr leaves and
rest in all Obeyance at your Lo service.

Wigan, 6 Maii, 1631. James Markland

deputie Maior
Rob't Mawdesley.
« + « Browne.
WilPm Hoster.
Hugh Langshaw.
Gilb't Gardner.
Chr'ofer Bankes

Presuming of this your Lo favour & care wee make bold to entreat
yt pedlers and such lyke vagrant p'sons may be restrained your Lom
Market, as wee resolve to keep them from our market, and so take leave

and rest at your Lo com'and,
James Markland,

deputie Maior,
Fob't Mawdesley.
To the right reverend father in God our hennored very good Lord
John by God's providence Lord Brr of Chester at Lever these d.d.”*

! Wigan Leger, fol. 151, These letters and many cther particufars relating to
bishop Eridgeman's life and family here narrated have already been printed in the
Falating Notr Bood, vol, il pp. 1 & 2.


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

Hislory of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 337

The bishop himself, however, did not altogether escape infec-
tion. He was residing at this time at Lever Hall, where he had
what he describes as ““ a great sickness in the plague tyme” and
in his accounts there appears a large sum paid to Dr. Bispham of
Lever for attending him.  About the same time ke thus records
the birth of his grandchild, shewing how carefully the parochial
rights of the clergy were recognized in those days : “ On Tuesday
morning, 16 August, 1631, casly, about a quarter of an hour before
two of the clock that morning, my son Orlando’s second child (his
first son) was born in the chamber next to the Lord's chamber
under the Study gallery in Great Lever, and baptized by name
John? in the church of Bolton Moores on Sunday following, viz,
21 Aug., by Mr. Greg, Vicar of Bolton {because that church was
nigh}, but in the presence of the minister of Middleton, whom 1
sent for purposely, because Lever was in Middleton parish. His
godiathers were John Kynaston my brother-in-law [{r., son's
father-in-law] and my son Dove Bridgeman : and his podmother
was my wile. O gracious God, which hast given him to me,
make him a faythfull and constant servant of Thyne, and give
him such plenty of Thy graces & blessings as may most set forth
Thy glory in this life and bring him te eternal hapiness after this
life : so be it, good Ged, for Thy dear Sonne Christ Jesus' sake.
Amen, Amen. Jo CESTRIEN"

In the following year he notices the death of his brother Thomas
Bridgeman, who died at the Episcopal Palace in Chester on 26th
March, 1632, and was buricd in the chancel of the Cathedral.

In the same year, 1632, the bishop had much trouble with John
Ley, vicar of Great Budworth and a lecturer of Chester, who had
been collated by him to a stall in Chester Cathedral in 1627,
which he vacated this year. This man, who appears to have
been vice dean at this time, was a great thorn in his side, being
an able and learned man and a popular preacher, but a very

T Afterwards Sir John Bridgeman of Great Lever, co. Lanc,, and Castle Bramwich,
o, Warwick, barunet.
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pronocunced Puritan, obe of the Assembly of Divines, and a
promoter of the Solemn League! He had raised debates about
the observance of the Sabbath, and causaed great commotion
amongst the orthodox divines. King Charles wrote to the
bishop urging him to lay his commands upon Ley to do or
say nothing in his lectures to unsettle the received doctrine;
saying: “do you what belongeth to a good bhishop to make
your clergy capable ;" and adding that * disputes engender strife,
and true religion must be planted and preserved by unity and
good life”2

It was Lord Wentworth’s wish to have the bishop translated
to another diocese in the noerthern province with a better income;
and in a letter to him, dated from Westminster on z8th July,
1631, in which he meations the high esteem and henour in which
he held him, and implies that he (the bishop) was too modest to
seek preferment for himself, he tells him that he has on many
occasions represented his merits to those who ought to take
notice of it and reward it, and poes on to say ;

“ My Lord, I have dun itt, and will not faile to renew the remembrance
of them now in this great alteration that is like to be in the churche
npan the deathe of our Archebishopp [Harsnet, of York] and the
Bishopp of Ely [Buckeridge]; nor will I be slacker in the pursuit therecf,
allbeit 1 heare noe earnest pretence of your JoP* in any kinde, whearin 1
doe infinitly approve of yo© modesty, and value your veriue and modera-
ficn much the more, It is not like ther will be any thing dua until the
next terme, by which time I shall, God willing, be returned backe to
this place ; only I hear that the Bishopp of Winchester [Neale] will be
desired to remove to Yorke, which T am of opinion he will not be willing
to doe, and before we see how the first wheele moves wee shall not be
soc well able to advise or direct our own motions. This ozly I will

! Ex inf, the late Canon Blemfickl,

r State Fapers, Domestic Secies, rud gane 1632, John Ley was instituted tc the
Viewrage of Great Budworth zoth Janwary, (Sed.  He was author of “ A pattemne of
plety ot the religicos life and death of that grave malren, Mrs Jane Rateliffe, widow
and citizen of Chester.” Lopdon, 1640 (Ormesod's Chadirg, vol. il p. 4534
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conclude wi, that T desire very much to give you the testimonyes of my
true respects unto you, and in this particular of myself, unspoken too
by you or any other on your byhalfe, indeavoure to express myself yor
lo#* very faithul and afectionate freind and aervant,

. WENTWORTH.'®

A few months later he writes him a sad letter, dated from
Westminster, 3oth November, after his return to London, telling
-him how his own personal sorrow and bereavement had interfered
with his intentions in this respect :

"My good Lord. The sad accident of my wive's departure hath
made me unuselul to my freinds and self, till it shall please God I may
be able to recollectt myself againe, being indeed the greatest losse on
earth T could have mett with, and a ¢comfort no whear els to be repaired
but immediatly from his blessed spivitt  This hath been the reasen,
togither with my absence, that others have golten nearer thos prefer-
ments, w* otherwys 1 might have been hopeful wouid as soon have
fallen to yor loP'* Jott as another's; and seeing you bounde up yo&self
Morthwardes wee must expect the next moving of the waters, and then I
truzt your turne shall fall to be next; when, and in the meantime, 1
shall dge the best I can to prepaire and effect yo' contentment, as one
that values your learning and wisedume, and that truly loves your person.

Yor loP" yery affectionate fajthfull freind,
WENTWORTH,'™

Lord Wentworth was soon afterwards appointed Lord Deputy
of Ireland ; and on rith January, 1632-3, he wrote to the bishop
about his passage to Ireland, in which he proposed to take Chester
on his way :

“ My very good Lord,

) I have by many of your noble invitements been justly bounde to
acknowtedge your respectt to me, woh shall be laid up in me as true
remerubrances of the returne we is duee unto them, and expresse them.
selves to you in any occasion I may have to serve you. Nor must I
only give you thes thanks for myself, but for my cosin Radcliffe tog,
whe tells me how great favour your lof hath afforded him allsoe. T am

¥ Original letter infer Family Evidences. * fHd
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now the beginning of the next weeke to leave this place, w, in hope to
serve his Ma'f lo his gratious acceptance on the other side, I doe chear-
fully, = I assure you noe earthly prefermentt how greate or proftable
s ever could have dun; and I shall passe into this imployment wb 3
resolution Anally {if please God spare me lile) to take up my last rest in
this worlde in my own cuntry, and there in my old adge {if it be his
pleasure) magnine and bless his great name for all and in all, m peace
and silence, and thes are the thoughts and resolutions T shall take for
my company over. My stay at London is uncertaine, and consequently
my cumming to Chester, for [ am to have my instructions and ali olther
the complements soe high a chardge requires from my Maister and his min-
isters above, and what time that may take up you knowe I cannot judge ;
but my lo: I will waile upon you at Chester, and desire to strike a ferme
freindshipp w®® you, such as may conhdently passe betwixt vs hereafter,
how remeved soever it habitation, in the strength whereof beleeve me 1
shall ever give you the unfained and sure tokens of my being yor lor
faithfull freind and servantt,
WENTWORTH."™!

The bishop scems to have given him a noble entertainment on
hig arrival at Chester ; for there is an #Zw in his accounts for that
year of £100 for the entertainment of Lord Wentworth, the Earl
of Castlchaven, and others, at Chester for four days.

About this time began what the bishop calls his “great trouble.”
The zeal and activity he displayed in putting down licentious-
ness in his diocese without respect of persons, had naturally
made him many enemies. Among these one James Martin, a
clever and unprincipled clergyman who had ten years previously
been deprived for gross misconduct and neglect of duty, was
especiaily bitter against him., This man, in order to avenge
himself, formed a conspiracy with John Lewes {another deprived
minister}, and Henry Reynolds {a Wigan solicitor who had been
debarred from practising in court for forgery and other crimes),
to defame the bishop's character, giving out that he was not so
pood a man as he was generally reputed to be.  They circulated

' Original letter smfer Family Evidences,
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a calumnious report that he had misappropriated money received
through the high commission and through his ordinary jurisdic-
tion;t and in pursvance of this cruet slander a petition, in
Martin's name, was forwarded to the King, in which it was
alleged that the bishop had more than g i¢,000 in his hands
received by him and not disposed of ad pios ssns.

This being a very serious charge, the King thought it to issue
a commission to make a private enquiry into the matter, The
commission was directed to Sir Thomas Canon, knight, and
Nicholas Hunt, gent., a proctor of the Arches, ordering them
to enquirz whether the bishop had received amy other commu-
tations than those which he had returned ; and the first intima-
tion which reached him of these vexatious proceedings against
him was conveyed to him in a private letter from the King,
delivercd by the commissioners themselves on their artival at
Chester on tgth January, 1632-3.

Happily for him his accounts were always very carefully and
methadically kept, so that his innocence in this respect could
be clearly shewn. He immediately sent for his secretary, who
had arrived from Wigan that very night, and whose books,
together with the bishop's own private Leger, were at once
produced before the commissioners; and when the accounts
had been cast up, and all his secretaries, officers, and others, to
the number of 100 persons, had been examined upon cath, it
appeared that during the fourteen ycars of his episcopate there
had been but £1073 13+ 44, received ad pios wrws by him and
his officers, and that they had disbursed fn gésr mrms all that
sum and £700 more from the bishop's private purse.

So when the commissioners found that there was no case against
him, Sir Thomas Canon, being unwilling to return to the King
empty. handed, urged the bishop te lend £10,000, which he

* The fines enfloreed through Lhe high coramisston were taken te the King®s own use,
and the commutation meney paid o the bshops for ecclesiastical offences were 1o be
applied to charitable parposes.
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naturally refused to do; whereupon Sir Thomas went all through
the diocese teving to hunt dp matter against him, in order that
the commission might be proceeded with.1
In a letter written on 2nd February ,1632-3, to his friend Lord
Wentworth, then in Ireland as Lord Deputy, the bishop tells him
that the sum which he had shewn to the commissioners as having
been spent by him in charitable works did not include an alms-
house which he had begun that year, nor a chapel which he had
almost finished for men that dwelt eight miles from their patish
church.? He had never got one peney to his purse by the high
commission, and, for his ordinary jurisdiction, he had not a farth-
ing in his estate which he had received and not expended in pious
uses. Mo external thing, he writes, ever went so near his heart
as the apprehension of his Majesty's suspicion that he should be
so impiocus, and if he had not found some gracious evidence of
his goodness to him in the tender respect of his reputation by
this private way of examination, it would ere this have sent his
gray head with sorrow to the grave, for what, he continues, can
be more grievous to a loyal-hearted subject than to be suspected
by his sovereign of so foul a sin? He speaks of his debt of
gratitude to the late King James, “ now a blessed saint,” to whom,
under God, he owes all that he has, and adds that, so far from
withholding ftem the King what is his by law, he would not only
lay his own personal estate at his feet if his Majesty's private
occasions should need it, but would give his very life if the King's
service should require it of him.  He feels sure, however, that the
King's justice, wisdom and goodness “will not sufler that the
wants and projects of other men should screwe ont any part of
his estate to their owne ends”3
To a man, such as he was known to be, of scrupulous honour

" Family Evidences (private letters and copies of official corespondence).

* This was doublless the little chapel at Great Lever, which is folly eight miles from
the parish church ot Middleton, Tt was consecrated by bishop FBridgeman a few years
later, and was used for many years as 3 chapel of tase,

% Copy of ariginal Jetter amnong Family Evidences.
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and integrity, strict relipious principles, devoted loyalty, and
somewhat extravagant notions of the King's worshipful pesition
as (rod's vice-gerent on earth, it must have been specially pain-
ful to think that he could be suspected of wronging the King
whom he had so faithfully served, or of misappropriating money
that had passed through his hands,

The bishep’s views of the kingly state may be gathered from
the device which he took for his seal on being raised to the
episcopal dignity. It represented the King, whose chaplain he
was, delivering to him a mitre, with the word " fide/i,” and over
it a cloud with a crown in it and the word “perseveranst,”
alluding in the former to the earthly master’s commission to
his servant: “Quia miger panca fuisti fdelis supwr milic ke con-
stitugm” (5. Matt. xxv. 21); and in the latter to the promise of
the heavenly Master: “ Esfe fidelis wsgue ad moriem ef dabe
tidi coronam vitz” (Rev. ii. 10),

In the above-mentioned letter to the Lord Deputy of Ireland
the bishop expresses a belief as to who was the originator of the
calummy, thouprh he was not then sure of it: “QOne thete is, Jamea
Martin, late vicar of Preston in Lanc', whom for many crimes
and for deserting that great cure without preacher, nay reader,
after many admonitions and long expectation, upon King James
his speciall command, I was forced te deprive. This man, 1
suppose, is the first informer, for he hatk lately published in
print a scandalous libell against mee onely for doing justice in
pennancing adulterers ;¥ we<h pamphlet he hath dedicated to
divers popish recusants, but gspecially to Sir Richard Hoghton
..... If this man [Martin] may be apprehended, I doubt not
but it will appeare who hath abused his Majesty by misenforming
[him] with so {oule an untruth., I desire not his punishment, but
an acknowledgment of the wrong, that I may be sett right againe
in his Majesty's good opinion.”

1 The bishop had jssocd some very severe penalties agalnst adulterers and fomicators
which were prinied and circulated throughout his diocese ; in pursuance of which
adolterers were in several instances made to de public penance to their church i a
white shest.
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In this letter he enclosed a petition which he begged Lord
Wentworth to present to the King on his behalf, in which he
indignantly denies the charge that has been brought against
him, and begs that the informer may be strictly exatnined, and the
petitioner (f.r. the bishop himself] punished if the accusation can
be proved ; but if not, that his Majesty will continue him in his
good opinion, and hereafter suspect the information of his enemies.
Soon after this he proceeded to London to lay his complaint
before the King in person.

In the meantime Sir Thomas Canon prosecuted his enquiry
with a full determination to find out something that he might
act upen if possible.  The chief informers were James Martin,
John Lewes, and Herry Revnolds ; of whom the latter constantly
attended the commission ; and at his suggestion Sir Thomas sent
for sundry deprived ministers and others who were inimical to the
bishop, and urged them to bring forward any evidence they could
against his conduct or character, whether public or private. 1In
all this he was somewhat timidly opposed by his fellow-com-
missioner, Mr, Hunt, whe said that their commission was simply
to enquire whether he had received any other commutations than
those which he had acknowledged, and who deprecated such
underhand dealings as being detrimental to their own character
no less than to that of the hishop. But the commisstan pro-
ceeded notwithstanding. The commissioners were at Warring-
ton on the 14th and at Wigan on the 15th of February, where
many frivolous charges were made against the bishop; but it
was all hearsay evidence, and there was nothing laid against
him that they could swear to of their own knowledge,

In a letter from Mr, Edward Bridgeman, the bishop's brother,
written from his residence at Sankey, near Warrington, on 1gth
February, i632-3, while the commission was still going on {in
reply to one written to him by the bishop from Coventry on his
way to London), he says:

“ On Sondaye mominge Last T rode oue to Wigan to heare Mr. Bridge
preach at Sormoon seron. I had neither word nor sallotation with
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the knight (Sir Thomas Canon) ; but at afternoon he came by my pewe
ende & then salluted both the maer & me: & we walkt all together as
fart as Gerrard Johnson his Inne howse, where the maer bestowed a
quart of sak on him, & then we parted from him. Discourse was none
with him but what was not worthy mindinge or relatinge ; only he took
oceasion cominge out of the church to extolle your Lo'pp for the bewtify-
ing of it; to wh. I only answered y* befor Four Lo'pp came thither this
church and divers others in this county, which are nrow as handsome as
it, were more undesent & Glthye then most stables y' I had ever bene in.
Mr. Hunt & the messenger after dynner came to see me at my Inne at
Mr. Markland's, the messenger & the knight beinge fallen at difference,
inasmuch 25 he intended the next moming to have gone for Lendon,
but Mr. Hunt dissuaded him from it Mr. Hunt tolde me . . . . . he
would be carefull in mannaging this service y* concerns your Lo'pp, &
would be very circumspect & carfull ¥t ¥ knight, whe is but equall in
comemission wit himself, should not retourne anythinge whereto he would
subscribe but what was materiall ; and he protested befor God & to me yt
as yett he hade not anythinge at all y* was worthy the writlinge downe,
Oniy he told me that ther appeered a commuticon of on ¥ lived in
Preston (whose name [ have now forgotten) that your Lo'pp commuted
for ¢ither 8 or tenn pounds wet you had not chardged yourselfe withall.
To this William Browne answers y* y¢ party gave good bond for such a
some a3 aforsaid, but the fellowe presently after brok & man his way out
of the country & was never since heard off, neither was ever penny of
the mony paid. This I acquainted Mr. Hunt with; who privatly wisht
me ¥ Browne should writte downe himselfe what he remembered was
receaved for commutaéons & what disbursd as he thoughe, & give it,
when the knight sent to examine him, und® his hand, & noe further
answer. [ have [settled] with Mr. Bridge that he see Mr. Browne doe
8o, & likewais that he set downe the former passidge touching the com-
mutaZon at Preston. . . . . . Reynolds is a diligent attendent, but,
beying t¢ appeer by litle & litle as he is, he openly =™ fearfull oeths
avowed ¥ he thought your Lo'pp was a just and honnest B'pp, & that he
knew no ather of your Lo'pp ; & this he did openly at James Markland’s
howse befor Mr. Hunt, y= messenger, Mr. Bridge, Mr. Russell & athers,
yett like the devill walks about to do misscheef, Mr. Hunt told me he
informd the kmight he was tryed by a jury of your Lo'pp's tenants to
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disirable him to give anye testimony, but to that he gave a full answer,
& [I] have sent to the clark of the peace for the impanell of the jurors
¥t tryed him & y= proceedings that were [taken] against him, w as
socne as I can shalbe sent up if you desire y=, ., ., . Mr. Hunt was
yesterday w Mr. Pridge when my letter came to Wigan; who did
assure Mr. Bridge, & so wisht him te signifie to me, that as yet there
not anythinge that at ali concerns your Lo'pp.  My. Hunt told the knight
yesterday they did wronge themselves and your Lo'pp if they did receave
any informadon from Reynolls, whoe did report your Lo'pp would be
layd by it if ever you came to Londoa. I conceave Lhey mean oot to
sett from Wigan 1his week, yet the knight sent away his man this daye.
+ + . . . These proceedings will redound greatly to your Lo'pp's honnor
& reputaon in the end, if you incounter this buissnes with a spirite
<« -« I wasall last week wi* my sister,® whoe 1 prais God is well,
and [ hope will soe continue if she her ¥t you remayn soe. . . ...
Whatsoever service you injoyn me shalbe to my utmost obeyd. My
continuall prayers to God are & shalbe te give your Lo'pp cowndge &
health of body ;? and then I rest assured you will retoume to the terror
of your enemyes & great comfort of your firiends; . . . . . sve with
my most humble service remembrad [ rest your La'pp'a to command,
En. BRIDGEMAKR.?

Hunt told me y¢ Martyn was the chiefest informer against you. 5°

Kn. writt a ife to Cade; what it was I yett know not, but shall er longe

* This was probably his sister Lydia, the wife of Archdeacon Snell.

" The bishop had not been enjoying good health Lately, and had found the palace
at CUhester unhaalihy as & residence.

? Edward Bridgeman, of Sankey, Esq., was the bishop’s younger brother,  10e was
retarned to parliament for the borough of Wipan in 16235, and again in 1526 and 1628,
He had a grant from Charles I of the post of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the
Fost at Dublin, which he exercised by deputy, for he rvesided at Little Sankey neay
Warrington, or clse at Crontonshaw in Cheshire, where he glsg had an estate.  He
wras 2 staanch loyalist, and not only took up arms in hehalf of the King, but {&nt him
Lgoon in his disteesses,  {Prioate peemofr of Rickard Edgavertd, daled rrgy, com-
muricaled fo the writer i 185 by Charls Seeyd Edprwersh, Eip., of Langham
Mozse, Fem-commen),  His house at Litle Sankey was stormed by the parlia-
mentary army, and he was put to heavy penalties as a delinquent.  Tn Burghalls
FProvidence fmproved an account is given of an zttack made by the parliamentarians
an Warringion. He says: ' Sir Wm. Brereton and hey boyict the town about & berexly

e ———— -
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learne ; though Cade fayld him in his representafon, for when he came
hefor him he could sae nothing but by hearsay.”

asznliad 3t, having gutten Sankesy Bridge, a fir house of ooe M. Pridgeman's, and
some of the cuter walla, and within a shott time were likely 1o got the whele, which
lhe Ead of Derby perceiving set the middle of the toww on hre, protssting he would
buom it wll down ere they should have it; which the parliament forces perceiving, 1o
save it from ubter destrudtion withdrew thelr forees.”  This occurred in April, 1643
‘The Lancashire sequesirations afford abundant evidence that Edward Bridgeman was
a eonsistent roynlist, and that ke suffered heavily in bis parse as well as in the attnck
upon his house plluded to by Burghall He died pear Derby while riding up ta
London, and was buried ar Chigwell in Octaber, 1648 {Family Evidorer),  He wan
thrice married, but left issue only by his last wife, His Arst wile, whose name s un-
recorded, was married 10 hio in 1620 {Femily Edenees).  His eecond marriage is
thus entered in the parish register of Warsington : ' 1627, June 30, Edward Bridge-
man Esquire & Eleanor Brocke widow were married.”” Her mailen name was
Crerard, and she was the third wife of Thomas Brook of Nornon, in the county of
Chester, Esq., wha died in 1622, npd mether by him of Sir Peter Brook, of dere,
knight, of Alice, married to Thomas Birch of Biveh, In the county of Lancaster, and
of Elinot, married to William Ashton, rector of Middleton (hence called by bishop
Diridgeman coweim parson Ashton of Middleion).  She stood spansor 10 Edward Dridge-
wan, the bishop's youngest son, who was born at Chester, aod baptized in his privale
chape! there th Sepicmber, 16300 She wes buried at Wamington 12th January,
t637-8 { Hurrington Forizd Reyster).  Edwoard Bridpeman mamizd thisdly Anne
danghier of Sir Hugh Chamberlayns, knight, by whom he had an only daoghter
and heireas Anne, bors 1th Octeber {Edprtoorsd Etvdemces) and  baptlzed at
Wamrington 26th November {Fareinpror Forith Repisier), 1642, who beesme
the wife of Sir John Edgeworth, knight, of Cranalagh Castle in Ireland, by
whom she had a nemergus iswe,  She survived her huwsband many years, and
lived oo her own cstate, She wold her properiy al Little Sanker in 16561, and her
cslate at Crontonshaw and thal called ' Sefton's tenement ™ {presnmed to be the
samec with Atten Grange) in 1704, and removed from Cheshire fo Ircland, where
she died in ryrg st Longwoed, the residence of her second son Robert.  MHer sixth
san, Essex Edgewcrth, a clergyman, was father of Monsieur de Firmont, the celebrated
Abbé Edgeworth ; and her eldest son Francis was represented in 1867 by Michael
Fackenham Edgeworth, Esq., who quarters the arms of Bridgeman wilth his paternal
coal.  Om 2oth Junuary, 1630-1, Edward Bridgeman, then describing himself a5 of
Livesiey in the caunty of Lancaster, gent., third son of Thomas Uridgeman of Green-
way, in the county of Dwvon, gave for his patenal coal sadles, 10 dwonss, & 3, Z,
and I, supen & oreast orgenl o {yon passcwd erminge; and for @ diffemenee of com-
ronguindidi @ mudler or ) when he had confirmed to him by Sir Richard Sr. CGeorge,
knight, Norrer King of Arms, for & crest, sfen a woranth ar gnd radle o demy [yon
argeel guity poler fnant g loweell pardamd proper,  Tie dlied intesiate, and on 16th
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This Bartholomew Cade, to whom Sir Thomas Canon applied
in order to procure information against the bishop, was another de-
prived minister, who had formerly been preacher at QOrmskirk,
He thus described to Mr. Edward Bridgeman his conference
with Sir Thomas at Warrington on 14th February, 1632-3,
saying:

“TFhe letter y* [ receaved from ¥ Thomas Canon was to this effect
but more clearklie composed :—After our right heartie cofMendaions to
you. Whereas wee have receaved directions from his Ma‘i® concerninge
these pans, being alsc avthorized under his Mati=" graciaus signet, web
ocecasieneth our conference wit you, these are to request you, and nevet-
theless in his Ma%<"* name to require you, to give us meetinge at Wigan

Mirch, 1645-6, leave was granted te Anne his widow (o administer to his efects;
although in the Langachire Sequestrations of the fojlowing year his estates had to be
compounded for under his own pame at £100 (Baines' Loac., vol, i, p. 35}, But this
adiministration was subseqoenily cancclled, and scveral years afler, namely on 3nd
August, 1659, letters of administration fasued from the Court of Probate in London to
"Anne Edpewnrth afas Bridgman the danghier of Edward Bridgman, Iae of Warning-
ton, in the county of Lancaster, Esquire, intystate, deceascd '’ {orip, ropy in Comerd of
Prodatry,  His landed property, with £10,000 In mopey, tame to bis daughter, and
the rest of his property, consisting of upwards of Sto,ooo, fell to his widow, who
marred Caplain John Edgeworth, father of Sir John, who afterwards married her
danghier. She died in Doblin in (535, and by her will, dated in 1677, she 1eft her
property to her brather Nathaniel Chamberlaine, Bachelor of Physic, who proved her
will tn the Consistory Court at Dublin, Though Edward Beidpeman styled himsell
third son of Thomas Bridgeman in 1620, he was, sirictly speaking, the Abh son,
Humphrey the second son died soom miter he grew up; Thomas was the thind som,
end Andrew [who probably diedd in bis iofancy) the fonrth. The bishop had alsa
several sisters, namely, Agnes, Joan, Emlinge, Ruth, Elizabeth, Mary, Lydia and
Priecilla ; of whom Agnes married John Smith ¢f Exeter; ope of her dasghters,
named Elizabeth, came to Yre with the hishop (her uncle) ot Wigan, and marrisd
William Bispham of Billings. Jean Bridgeman, the second sister, married Edward
Eiiol, clerk, whe was at one time cuerate of Alveton, in the coonty of Dhevon, and is
described inthe [lerald’s Visitaion of Devon in 1820 as of Tavistock and chen jn the
g6 year of his age: they had severnl chiidren, of whom Buwth came to Wigan in
1628, and marrie] Mr. Essex Clark, who was callated 1o a stall at Chester in 1634,
and was also rector of Tilston and Dedleston.  Ruth Bridgeman, another sister of the
bishop, married Waltcr Retorick, and was dead in 1631, Lydia, who was twin with
Priscilla, marsied Dr. Snel], a5 has been already staied.
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upen 15th day of this instant Hebr.; so nothing doubting of your accom-
plishm! hereol” wee rest your very loving frends Teom. C. NicH. H.
Upon the 14 of ffeb. hearing 5* Thom, Canon was in y° Towne of
Warrington [ went to him in the evaning & sent up his Tickett by Mr.
Massey's danghter, upon w* he semt downe 1o me & invited me to
¥supper : after supper, wee being in private, 1 requested to knowe for
what purpose he directed his Ire unto mee: to which he answered his
Matis was informed ¥ my lord of Chester had in his hands £ 17,000 of
commutaton monyes weh, being intended for pious uses, y* King having
a royall purpose charitablie to bestowe it did now demand an account
how y© B'pp had disburst the same, ¥ if ther wer any overplus it might
be rendered up to his Ma¥s. 5 Tho. Canon spoke very nobly of my
lord ; he protested he wisht ne ill to hime; he acknowledged it was
lawfull for him to commute ; he only wished y* if my lord had anythinge
in his hands not belonging to him he would exoneratz himself thereof.
But ¥ his Mat* might y* better knowe {if the B'pp would not acknow-
ledge 3* he had so much commutaéon monie by him) what somes y*
B'pp had yet undisbursed, ¢ he y* 3d 8 Tho. & y* other gents. w™ him
had direccons from his Ma®™* to inquire from them whoe were most likely
to knowe {in whose niiber he was informed [ might doe extraordinary
service} what sores of that nature y* countrie took notice y B'pp had
receaved. I answered 1 was tyed to this service in a donble reapect,
both as a subject to my dread so:}aigne and as a pentioner to my gratious
master; but the [they] erred y* gave intelligence concerning mee in this
matter ; the informacon anising, perbaps, because the supposed some dis-
content betwixt his Lo'p and mee, and, thinking to work upon mp
weaknis, imagined out of a revengeful distast I would not stik 1o bee a
liberall informer; whereas the trueth was I konewe noething at all con-
cerning any such buesnis, neither couid give him any direfcons of whom
he could enquire, and therefor requested him to accept of this answer, and
spare my next daye's apearance ; 5° Tho, wisht me to consider of it ¥
night & come t¢ him next merninge ; | came to him the next moming
by B of the clok to Mr. Massie's, hut he being gone to Wigan befor 1
came, having receaved back the ticken I sent, I willfullie defailed my
appearance at Wigan, and would fellowe him no further.”
The following extraordinary depositions respecting the life and
character of this man, who was thus summoned to give evidence
2z
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before the commissioners at Wigan, were sworn to before two
justices of the peace for the county of Lancaster at Warrington
on the 11th and 1oth of February, 8 Car, 1, 1632-3, and sent up
to the hishop to be used by him il necessary in his defence :

* John Marshall of Warrington, examined upon oath, informes and
saith that yesterday beinge Sonday the eth of this instant february
about two of the clocke in the afternocne, this exam. goinge towards
the church to sermon, there came inta theis deponent’s howse on [one]
Savidge Holland, a scrivener, & on Bariholomew Cade, clarke, who
continewsd (as this exam. was informed by Robt Willson his aesighbour,
& his servant man, & verily believeth} drinking thera all service mnd
sermon byme, and this depenent further saith y* after senmon was ended
he came home [and] found the forsaid Bartholomew Cade & Holland in
his howse soe drinking as aforsaid, whoe as scone as this deponent sawe
he indevored la pass by them through his owne howse; but the said
parties calling on this deponent to drink with them caused him 1o make
staye only to pledge them, & immediately after went foerth from them to
his sister's howsa in the forsaid towne of Warrington, where he sate
warminge himself by the fiyer side untill towards swpper tyme, abeout
wch tyme he, this deponent, returned home agayne to his owne howse :
when and where he fownd the fforsaid parties Cade & Holland and this
deponent’s owme wyffe all pone topether to on Thom. Hurst's hawse,
angther alehowse in the same towne, wher the all continewed dnnkinge
& deboshing untill after nyne of the clock at night ; about wech tyme the
forsaid Cade, Holland, and this exam.’ wyffe came all home together to this
depon®™ howse ; and this depenent further saith that he, sitting with a lide
child by his fiyer side, and hearing them juslinge at his dore to come in,
rysse up & took nup & paer of tongs in his hande, & went to cause the
forsaid Cade & Holland to gett them gone foerth of his doers, tellinge
them it was no Atting tyme of the night for such persous wch had been
soe drnking as atorsaid to come to his howse ; neither should the there
staye or have any mare drink : whereupon the forsaid Banholomew Cade
replyed & answered this depon' that he would not goe out thence, but
would staye there in this depen™ howse, and have devill there, in degpight
of this deponent’s head or nosse: wherenpon this deponent tolde him,
seeing it was 50¢ he would go call the constables 16 gett them foerth
thence, & thereupon indevoring to go floerth 1o call them as aforsd the
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forid Cade layd hold of this sxam. & tore two of the skirts of this
deponent's dublett allmost from his body & likeways pulld this deponent's
hatte from his head and kikt it up & downe his howse ; and this deponent,
after much other violence offerd unto him by the said Cade st the same
tyme, gott at Isst to the dore from him & then came figerth leavinge his
hatt kikt alwaye as sforsaid, and went & complaynd of this abuse unte
the constables of the towne, who immediatly came wth this depen! to his
huwse, & flindinge the jorsaid parties there commanded them thence & to
fiynd suerties for the preservadon of his Ma™ peace; but the jorsaid Cade
refused to obeye or flind suerties {or the peace; only this depont himself
gave suenty for himself to preserve the peace at the same tyme. And
this deponent being further examined whie, when he came from church
& heard howe the had bepe at his howse all church iyme, & found them
ther soe drinking as aforSd, he did not then reprove them & indevor to
gett them cut of his howse then, informd & saith that he durst not for his
wyfte, this depon® being an owld man, and his wyfl a younge manly husse
wyfe who keeps alehowses & tipling contrary to the liking of this depont
& saith shee will doe it in spight of this depon®™ nosse.  And this depon®
further saith y* if he but finde fault w® her for suffering such loose &
dissorderly company te remayn drinking as afer3d, shee will p'sently
reville and miscall this depon' as base languidge as can be imagind or
spoken ; and y' latly shee struck this depon' in the flace y* yt blowe is
yett extent to be seene, and likeways kefps o servant woman in his howse
of her ¢wn condicon te second her upon all occasions soe to abuse this
depont her husband, And further this depon® saith not ; save only the
said Cade came to this depon™ howse & ther drank on fAryday last, &
was that day drunk to this depon” knowledge, & hath ever since
remayned drinking & deboshing in the town, And further this depont
saith not.

Jebn Marshall of Warrington aforsd, being the daye & yere aforsd
further exam?, informd & saith that upon frydaye last afer3d the forsd
Cade & Holland cominge & being drinking in this deponent's howse
would not quitt this depont quietly to goe to his bedd; hut with a
snowball struck this depon' on the head ; and this deponent further
saith that the forid Bartholemew Cade hath so scratched over his hart
and sorely crushe his bodye as he fiinds himself soe sore & ill as he
flears his recovery of it: & further saith not.”


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

352 History of the Churck and Manor of Wigan.

Marshall’s evidence was fully corrobeorated by that of Robert
Willson, butcher, of Warrington, who was present and saw Cade's
abuse of the said John Marshall both on the Sunday and Friday.

On the r1gth of the same month before the same magistrates,

¥ John Britch, of Warrington in the county of Lancaster, gent., upot
ceth informeth and saith that upen Sundaye at night being the voth of
this instant February, he being at the howse of on Thom. Seftons in
Warrington aforsd in company w't on Toby Ratehiff, Thom. Worrell of
Warrington & others, ther was on francis Aparisius o7 phissicon maoved
a question to this depont & the rest whether they thought ther were any
Helle or torment for the wicked or not, and req. the opinion of on
Bartlemew Cade 2z minister for it, for he himsell thought ther was
neither, & was confident that the said Cade was of this heleef :
thereupon this depont wih the forgd parties & the 2d firancis Aparisseus
went all foerth of the forsd howse to an alehowse o inn in Warrington
where the said Cade then laye, where when the came the forgd Cade
{heanng them) p'sently riss foerth of his bedd, & the forSd question of
firancis Aparisseus made, that ther was noe hell &c., being put wnio
him, he the szid Cade made answer & told this depont & the forsd
parties that ther was noe such thinge as either helle or any dewifl, and
that what at any tyme he had taught or preacht or was preacht in the
pulpitt of such a place as hell or torm® for y* wicked were but mere
dehissions to oppress & terrifie the conscienses of men: and the said
Cade being thereupon by this depont demanded why he & cthers would
teach soe, if ther were noe such thinge, the sald Cade replied, the
taught soe only to oppresse & terrifie mman's conscience.  And this depoa!
further gaith that, hearing the said Cade and Aparissius soe mayn-
taine that ther was neither devill nor hell, [he] repiyed & teld them if
ther be neither devill ner Hell, as you teach me, I and all men maye
then live & doe what wee list, or words ta that effect, to this deponent’s
best remembrance.  And this depon® further saith that, the forsd Cade
heinge that daye & tyme aforSd imprisoned in the common prisson of
the towne of Warrington for misdemean™ by him commined in the
towne y* day being Sonday, the forsaid Aparisseus, hearing vt the con-
stables had soe tmprissoned y° forsd Cade, went & bucled on his sword
& dagger, & said he would go to see or releeve him, & coming to the
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prisson flound that he was taken forth thence & gon to his lodginge,
wher this depon' & the %d Aparissius goeing found him in bed as afor&d,
but no sooner was he come into the howse but the S Cade, hearing
them, riss aut of his bedd; & after a litle discourse got to mayntaine
¥ ther was neither devill nor hell as aforsd : wherenpoun this depont,
beinge greeved at the heering such biassphemons doctrine, said vt he
did sericusly desire God weuld soe far glorifie himself as ¢ v devill
might have power at y* tyme to appear either to confirme or confound
y* forsd Cade & Aparissius® doctrine, And further this exam. saith not"™

The evidence of Britch was confirmed by Thomas Worrell of
Warrington, inn keeper.

This reluctant informer, Bartholomew Cade, is a specimen of
the kind of witness summoned by Sic Thomas for the purpose
of extracting something damaging to the bishop's character
From Cade, however, he seems to have abtained bunt little, nor
could he get any more material evidence against him frem the
others whom he called, some of whom refused to be sworn with-
cut higher authority, and some avowed that they knew nothing
to the bishep's discredit.

The character of the three chief accusers, Martin, Lewes, and
Reynolds, appears 10 have becn nearly as bad. This is shewn
by the bishop in his petition toe the lords of the council presented
on 17th May, 1632, in which he charges them with libel, and
begs that, " because the said persons are base and fugitive men,
and the petitioner groans under these heavy burdens whereof he
cannot be so well freed il they run away (as he feareth), they
may he sent for and stayed, and then proceeded upen according
to law and justice.” From this petition it appears that King
James had allowed £200 a year out of the Lancashire impro-
priations for the maintenance of four preachers in Lancashirg, to
be appointed by the bishop of the diocese. James Martin and
John Lewes were two of those preachers; but Martin, for the
neglect of his duty, &c, was discharged of that place vpon a
letter of his (tate) Majesty directed to the petitioner for that
purpose ; and afterwards, for many misdemeanors and especially
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for continued neglect of his calling, after many admeonitions, at
the pursuit of his parishioners, was legally deprived in the con-
sistory, and his censure confirmed, on appeal, at York.

Asfor Lewes: 1. He hath been degraded from the ministry by
the high commission. 2. Heis a common haunter of ale houses ;
an excessive gamester; a fearful blasphemer ; a usual night walker;
a breaker of windows ; a fighter and dueler, having been often in
the field in his shirt with single rapier; he fought (by his own
confession} with Hugh Massy, Christapher Waring, Jo. Ridge-
way, James Meer, Francis B, ., .., ,angd Parson Slateburn.
3. He shot a pistol in Mr. Banks' face {a goldsmith of Cheapside)
for refusing to Apht. 4. He broke into a minister's chamber at
Mr. Macsin's, and having locked the door he put the key in his
pocket ; then he took him by the threat and sware desperately
that he would have money ; so that the neighbours were fain to
break open the door, 5. He hath a bastard at Levland, begot
on Elizabeth Wereden. 6. He reports himself that he sold his
preacher's place for £70, and accuseth the bishop for putting the
buyer to his cath against simony. 7. In contempt of law he still
exerciseth his ministry {at 5t. Giles’, Landon), not being pardoned.
8. He sometimes walks about in a gray coat with a truncheon in
his hand, and so he was seen in the Temple, where he broke a
man's head. ¢ About a year since he was preacher at 5t
Peter's by Paul's wharf, where the parishioners had provided a
fair pown [surplice ’] for ministry ; this he tock and pawned at
an alehouse for 235, and on Sunday when they were all at church
bid them redeem it or look for no service. 10. He hath had four
young wives, who died soon after their portions were spent. One
he obtzined by petting a fellow to take his master's horses and
ride zalong with him, who swore that his master had £400 yearly
living, and so cosened the poor woman. 11. He leaves four other
children (besides his bastard), two in Wigan, one in Ormskirk
and one at Lancaster, which beg up and down, and he unnatu-
rally never sends anything to them. 12, Last Lent hce waa to
preach on a Sunday at Chiswick, but arrived there drunk on the

>
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Saturday night, and that night sat up swilling so that he was not
able to preach next day.

As for Reynolds : 1. He hath been indited often for forgery,
perjury, and common baratry, and so stands convicted. 2. He
hath been disabled by order of open session from giving testi-
mony or being a solicitor in any court. 3. He hath forged a
warrant of the high commission, and put many names in it
without their privity, and so attached divers {fourteen) persons,
frem whom he took 422 and dismissed them. 4 He made a
dimission for an adulterer (Jo: Heape), took £3 and forged the
registers. 3. He poisoned himself, and took sixty womits to
save his life, when he should have been carried to the gaol. 6
He defamed the judges of assize {at York), namely, Sir Henry
Yelverton and Sir Thomas Trevor,—the one to have been bribed
and the other corrupted. 7. He is a common haunter of ale
houses, and kath been oft convicted for brawls and frays. For
all of which statements the bishop produced his autharities.

The result of the commission was summed up in twenty-five
articles returned to the King, who referred them to the high
commission. The cause came on for hearing on gth April, 1633,
and Sir Henry Martin was the judge who presided at the
trial. The bishop cleared himsell of all these charges, and fifty-
three " additionalls ” which the promoters were allowed to put iz,
making seventy-cight altogether. But Dr. Rives, the King's
advocate, whe was counsel for the promoters, asserting that he
had received more and new informations against the lord bishop
and a command to exhibit new articles against him, requested
the sznction of the court to put them in. This was an unusual
proceeding in this court; but, under the supposition that it was his
Majesty's express pleasure, the bishop yielded the point, and the
court gave way to it and ordered that new additional articles #m
secunda doce should be admitted, provided that they were put in
by the 17th of April at the latest sué paend carentie, and provided
that they concerncd commutations only in accordance with his
Majesty’s command. The said articles were accordingly brought
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in to the registrar on that day; but this was done merely to delude
the court, for they were afterwards taken cut again and carried to
Sir Henry Martin, who took them from the registrar. on the
pretence that the order of the court did not authorize any one
commissioner to admit them, and kept them in his custody till
the gth of May following, which was the next court day ; so that
the bishop could not prepare his answer to them, though he
frequently demanded to see them, In the meantime the pro-
moters sent abroad, raking and hunting for more and other
matters which were thrust in amongst those remaining in Sir
Henry Martin's hands. These new articles being thirty-two in
number {making 110 in all) were produced in court on the gth
of May by Sir Henry Martin, whe, in order to procure a freet
admittance of them, made a solemn protestation in open court
that they contained nothing but what concerned commutations,
save only some miscarrizges of the bishop's servants towards Sir
Thomas Canon, whereupon the court was content te admit them.
But that this protestation was untrue, and made on purpose to
deceive the court, appears by the articles themselves, which
contain divers false, frivolous and scandalous charges on other
matters besides commutations,

In order to pive colour to the sugpestion and information that
the bishop had £10,000 for pious uses yet remaining in his hands,
they unjustly accused divers gentiemen of good note and quality
in his diccese {who had never before been accused or suspected
of incontinency) of being notorious offcnders, and of having given
great sums of money by way of commutation as bribes so that
they might be tolerated or winked at in their sins, and moreover
invented divers fictitious names of other parties not known to be
in verd nafurd, whom they likewise feigned to be great offenders
and to have paid the said bishop divers sums of moncy by way
of commutation or otherwise.  They accused the bishop himself of
having counterfeited the hand and secal of King James to a letter
for removing James Martin frem his appointment ; and affirmed
that his servants (Brown and Lloyd), at the hearing of the Wipan
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business before the four lords appointed by the King, had em-
bezzled or stolen from the tower [of London] a charter or record
belonging to the town of Wigan and brought it to the bishop
{his accusers having boasted before the trial commenced that if
they could not prove anything against the bishop himself they
should be able to reach him through the faults of his servants).
Other charges against him were, that when he suspected men to
come to their places simoniacally he gave them the oath against
simony and s¢ made them forswear themselves; that he made
many illiterate ministers ; that he bestowed rural deaneries upon
lay persons; that he was a disposer of popish books ; a favourer
of schismatical ministers ; a briber ; a gamester, and one whe hath
sports and shews in his own house and allows dancing, masks,
z2nd disguises there, in corroboration of which they asserted that
he played at cardsand tablest in his house, espacially at Christmas
time ; and that it was reported that on one occasion, he *the lord
bishop being absent from home, there came some wives of Wigan
to visit Mrs. Bridgeman, which wives made breeches of their coates,
soe seeming to dance like men in a private chamber”2 The
originator of this story, as to which John Lewes was the informer,
seems to have been one Edward Johnson, a gentleman-usher lately
discharged from the bishop's service.3

The bishop conlerred with his friends of the privy conncil
touching the conduct of Sir Henry Martin and Sir Thomas
Canon, which last he accused of many undue and unlawiul
actions done in the country before the matter came into the
high commission, against the King's letter to the bishop and the
laws and statutes of the realm; and it was doubtless by their
advice that he presented a petition to the council table.

1 Backgammon ; e nole to p. O,

* Tht oalicoal senticumt must have greally changed sincs the plars of Shakespears
were aeted at Court but a few pears previously, if it was thought that the innocent
gaietiea of *"the merry wives of Wigkn " in & private apartment of Lhe bichop’s
palace were likely lo damage his reputation in the eyes of the Kiog.

1 Family Evidenges,

3 A
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Meanwhile Sir Henry Martin, hearing that the board of council
had taken notice of the articles, sent for them from the office of
the registrar {as has been already stated), and, after the bishop
and four of his servants had been examined by him on oath,
notwithstanding his scruples in admitting them without special
order from the court (though this was necessarily implied therein}
yet, of his own accord, without any autherity from the court, he
varied or vacated some one or more of them.

In his petition to the lords of his Majesty's most honourable
privy council, the bishop complains of the libels of three notorions
malefactors, whom, by virtue of his office, he had been obliged to
censure, and whose characters he fully exposes, requesting that
they may be sent for and not allowed to escape, and since, on
their false informations, he had been guestioned in the high
commission and forced te make answer, on his own ocath and
that of four of his servants, to 110 articles Iaid against him, begs
that the case may be procecded with at once or that he and his
setvants may be discharged and allowed to return home,

The council accordingly convented some of the said parties
and, after examination had, found that they were nectorions
delinquents, and that by their malicious practises against the
bishop, as well by printed and written libels as by false and
scandalous reports and especially by their wicked and ground-
less suggestions, had caused such articles to be drawn up and
exhibited against him in the ¢ourt of high commission as they
felt sure were never intended by the King.

They also sent for Sir Henry Martin and Dr. Rives to appear
before them on 2and May that they might be better informed of
the proceedings taken against the bishop; and at their coming,
the business beinp further apitated and the articles produced
before them, they conceived that both the matter against him
and the manner of the prosecution were contrary to his Majesty's
pleasure as signified in his reference and further expressed before
several members of the privy council ; they could neither excuse
the conduct of the King's advocate nor fail to blame Sir Henry
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Martin, whose carriage in this business they conceived to be un-
befitting the place of judicature which his Majesty had conferred
upon him by his gracious cemmission. On being asked “how
that article of paming and playing was put in, he utterly denied
that he knew it, until the bishop charged him to his face that
himself had caused it to be put out upon the Saturday after the
Table was informed of it; then he confessed he had done it."
Being further asked * by what authority he could put out articles
after they were records, when himself had said he had no authority
to admit or take in articles before they were records,” he gave no
satisfactory answer ; “ yet to palliate the cffence, the next day at
the high commission be and the advocate made a motion that
the court would vacate the article of gaming which was put in
against the bishop ;" but none of the commissioners would assent
to the motion after they had been informed by the bishop that
he had alrcady answered it, and that Sir Henry Martin had s0
illegally proceeded in it, and that the council table had taken
notice of it, and lastly when he had reminded them what a
protestation Sir Henry had made in that court that there was no
such matter in the articles.! Such nnusual conduct in an English
judge? gives rise to a snspicion that the judge may have heen in
some way velated to James Martin {late vicar of Preston), the
chief informer and promoter of all these vexaticus proceedings.

The bishop had apparently intended to complain to the King
of the conduct of Sir Thomas Canon, whom he conceived to

* Family Evidences.

= Sir Henry Martin {or Marten) was a lawyer and 2 judge of great abilily and leam-
ing.  Tlawing been admitted Fellow of New Callege, Quigrd, in 1582, he took his
degres of TnC. L. in [502 being al that lime en eminent advocate al Doclor's Cam-
mens, 88 be aferwards was at the High Commission Court. e lell his collags in
1555, and was made Judge of the Admiralty (Woed's A#tena). In thzy be became
Drean of the Arches and Judge of the Prenogative Court of Canterbury ; and in the
patliament of 1628 he represented the University of Oxford.  He died in tfiys, a1 the
ape of 31, having amassed a consideralle property, which was squandered by hiz zon
Henry, **an unprincipled Farliamentarizn who wes imprisoned for bis concern in Lhe
death of Charles " (Hayden's Syniries).


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

360 History of the Church and Manor of Wigan.

have acted unfairly against him in having been mixed up in the
business before it came into.court, in having transgressed his
Majesty's command and gone beyond his commission in hunting
up informations on other matters besides the commutations, in
having falsely denied the employment of Reynolds, in sending out
idle messengers to seek for fresh informations, in the menacing of
witnesses and promising rewards, &c.  But the wary knight was
beforehand with him.  Having discovered what was going on,
and krowing what was thought by many members of the privy
couneil as to his conduct in the matter, he wiscly took the initia-
tive and complained to the King of the bishop's charges against
him in the faithfu! discharge of his Majesty's service, which he con-
trived to represent as insinuations against the action of the King
himself, setting forth in his petition that the said lord bishop
hath © dispersed causeless criminations against the moderate and
due proceedings held " in this matter, " not forbearing it before
the Lords and other of yor Ma®ws high commission where his
cause dependeth ; and hath likewise cast unjust aspersions vpon
yo© subject to draw upen him an undeserved ill opinien, and to
strike, through yor subject’s weakness, at yor Ma" milde and
grations p'ceedings ;" in pursuance of which he goes on to ask
for a commission in these words: " Most humbly beseeching yor
Mar that theise causeless criminafons and unjust aspersions of
the said Lord Bp, and the affronts and insolencies of his servants,
with other their practises and misbehaviours upon yor Matr said
service, may be examined and reported to yor Ma' by such of
the Lords and others of yor Ma%s most honb* privie counsell
whom yor Ma% shall comand yor subject to attend ; and that,
with yor Maw® good leave, yo© subject may faithfully rep’sent to
the Lords and other of yof Maty® high commission, in the p'sence
of the said Lord BP, the state of the p'ceeding for vindicating the
honour of yo service and beareinge yor subject’s innocence.”
The King was pleased to grant the prayer of the petitioner,
and by order dated at the court at Theobalds', 14° May, 1633,
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to refer it to the Lord Keeper [Thomas, Lord Coventry], the
Lord Privy Seal [the Earl of Manchester], the Lord Cottington,
and [Sir Francis] Windebank.1

This move on the part of Sir Thomas had the effect of making
the bishop the defendant in the action instead of the complainant.
Inhisanswer, given on 31st May to the charges of Sir Thomas, he
declares that he has never complained, or wished to complain, of
the King’s intent and service in the matter, which he has with all
humility acknowledged, both before the lords of the council and
the lords and others of the high commission, to be just and
gracious. He believes that he once occasionally said before the
lords of the high commission that he conceived his Majesty’s
pleasure was that only matters of commutation should be ques-
tioned, and that it was hard that under pretence thereof all his
other actions should be inquired into and so many scandalous
articles of other nature preferred against him. But how lawfully
he has exercised his ecclesiastical jurisdiction and how far his
case differs from the rest of the bishops therein he hopes will
appear in the high commission where his cause now depends,
He considered himself injured, however, by Sir Thomas Canon
in the ways before mentioned ; and, as to the words he (Sir
Thomas) charges him with having spoken against him, he says
that words to the same effect had been occasionally spoken by
him at the council board since the late reference was made by
his Majesty, and he doubts not that he shall make good proof of
whatever he has said, though he does not remember the exact
words that he used.

The bishop appears to have put in his final answer on 16th
June. The issue of this second commission does not appear,
but it had the effect of keeping him at least another month
in London, and probably resulted in leaving the matter very
much as it was before. Archbishop Laud, in writing to the
bishop some time afterwards on other matters, expresses a

* Family Evidences.
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hope that the bishop acquits him of having taken any part
against him in this business, allows that Sir Thomas Canon
had been very bitter against him, but implies that he is useful
to the King and of some scrvice to their causet

Though the bishop was fully acquitted by the court of the high
commission of all the charges brought against him on the infor-
mation of Martin and his associates, he was put to great expense
in defending himsell, besides all the inconvenience, anxiety, and
loss of time it entailed upon him.

The cost of the trial, including the expenses ol his journey to
Londen, and his prolonged stay there, cost him no less than

1 The fellowing informatlane against Sir Thomas Canon by Sir James Perrot and
Mr. Clark of 5t David's appear Lo have been laid before the King, bat at what date
does not appear : “Sir Thomas Canon, having been broyght vp as a clerk under
his father, was firsl an altorney, then a feodary, end ofterwards became a jostice of the
peace.  He hath sinee continued tany years o London for the maost part from his
offices, and hath commenced many suits against divers of his neighbours and others in
the several courts of Wastmainster, al the Council of Wales and the Marches, and in
the country, whereof divers of them do yet conlinue, as will appear hy the reconds,
He hath been 2 cammissioner Lo examine tatarled fees in the courts of justice, wherehy
be hath made advantzge to hims2ll 1n his suits, as Sir Edward Salterne and others can
testify. LTnder pretence of service to the King's Majesiy he hath questioned the liberties
ard custonis of some of the bishop of 5t. David's manors to cross the bishop whom
be loveth not, Being feadary he made means to get the grant of some wards and hath
much wrecked them,  IHe procured the manar of Coed Ralph in Pembrakeshire to he
passed in a grant to Mrs. Murrey, ot 10 her use, which be parchased for about £a50,
there being as much wood on the lands as is worth that he paid for the purchase,
whereby he hath wrenged the King, having raised it ro aboat £200 rent by the year
more than the fee farm rant, and vet duth deoy the temants their ancient custom of
woods for which they pay rent, and hath sued them at the Councif of Whales and at
the Assizes in the ecumy, for which they have lately complainet] wo the King's Majssty.
He hoth prosecuted Sir James Perrot, koight, with projects and suits for the space of
thirty and seven years past. Having had a martgage on the lease of one Ellioil's lands
in Pembrokeshire e veceived his maney at the dey appoinied for the dismortgage of
the land, by the hands of his scrvant, o wham he gave a leler of atterney to eecive
the said money, and alterwards expulsed the fetant Bom the lands and kept both
lands and rooney for the space of Iwo years unlil the lease was recovered from him
by course of law. His oppressions have been such and s0 maay thet il it please his
Mazte to grant warrant for examining of them, he wiil appear to be such a one as may
justly deserve 1o be punished and fived " [Famidy Evidemees).
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L1,too; but this included the proceedings he took in the star
chamber against Henry Reynoids, the most obnoxious of the
informers against him, whe was made to stand in the pillory at
Chester, Lancaster, and Wiran.t

With all these disapreeable matters to vex and annoy him the
hishop kad on his mind at this time the additional anxiety of
his wife's confinement in London : for she was brought to bed
of a daughter on 12th May, 1633, at his house on Mill bank,
Westminster. '

On his return home that year (1633) the bishop was required
by the King's council to investigate the case of seventeen witches
from Pendle, who had been condemned to death at the Lancaster
assizes ) and the investipation resulted in their acquittal.?

In a letter to Bishop Bridgeman, written from Fulham House,
12th August, 1633, Laud, then bishop of London, concludes with
the following postscript: “My L® grace of Cant. dyed upon
Sunday, August ye 4 and it hath pleased his Ma% to name me
for his successor.” The chief purport of the letter itselfl is to
inform him that news had lately rcached the court of the death
of the chancellor of Chester,d and of the bishop's intention to
confer the appointment npon his son ; from which he stronply
endeavours to dissuade him. He says: * Mr. Orlando Bridgman
is well knowne to be a very younge man, and of a profession
very worthy in it self, but alltogether unskilled in Ecc'ticall Lawes
and Gover™", and tells him that the Dean of Arches, on hearing
of this report, “ did in the name of his profession, y* Doectors of
y© civill & Canon Lawes, delyver a petiton to his Maly, hambly
desyring him y, since there was little or noe p'fermt left in this
kingdome for y* profession but those places of judicature under
ye L5 ye Bers and theyr Archdeacons, his Ma¥ would be

* Family Evidenoes,

* Intrnfoction to Nathan Walworlh's Cerregpondence {Chetham Sociely, vol. cix,
. Exiiih .

¥ Thomas Stofford, LL.B., had a grant of the chancellorship 1st ¥asch, 1624,
Lrom bishep Bridgeman, to whom he was in some way related. FHe died in 10331
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graciously pleasd to deale by ytm as his flather of blessed
memory had dene befors him : and that, according to y= usuvall
custome of ¥* church of England and ¥* orders then made by K,
James, a civilian might have this chancellorship.” And “his
Mat, taking the whole petitdn into consideraddn, comanded the
Mr of Requests, now attending, to subscribe it, as you will sce in
the inclosed ; and further gave me express charge to signify this
his pleasure to you, that you presently make a pattent of the
chancellorship to y= bearer hereof, Dr. Mericke,? and y* 1 should
pive ye like charge to y¢ Dean & chapter to confirme jt, web [
have done accordingly. My L4, if I may be thought worthy
to give you counsell, I shall advise you to give y® King satisfac-
tion in this particular; ffor [ know when BP Cottor of Exeter
gave y* chancellorship to a sonne of his, hee was forced to recalf
it, and put in Dr. Gouge. And y* late BP of Hereford, having
given y© chancellorship to his sonne, was likewise forced to alter
it and give it Dr. Skinner. Soe was also Arch Bishop Mathew,
who had given it his sonne, and one Levit a comon Lawyer, and
was forced to take Dr. Easdall And I finde his Ma% very
resolute to follow these proceedinges of his flather of blessed
memory. And therfore [ thinke yor L? shall dos very worthily
to put the busynes inte y*® ancyent course wtout further noyses,
These not doubting but y* yof LP will give his Ma'¥ satisfac&®n,
and soe free yofseli’ from further trouble in this kinde, I leave
you to the grace of God and rest
your L very loveing fireind, and Brother,
GuiL. LONDON,"2
t It does not appeac thal Dr, Mericke shtained the post, noiwithstanding the King's
injuncticn.  The bishop prabably exercised bis own right of appointment, and gare
it at that time te Edmund Mainwaring, L.L.D., who had been commissary of Rich-
mond for many years, thoagh his patent for the chancellorship is not 10 be found in
the office  Dr. Mainwaring way the second zon of Sir Randle Mainwaring of Over
Frover, knighl, and brother wl Sic Philip Mainwaring, secretary lo Lord Wentworth
He was still residing at York in December, 634, but wos then about to mowve to
Chester, and was errtainly chancgllor of the diocese in February, 1636-7. The
Dr. Meyricke here mentioned aas probably the same with Sir Willilam Mericke, who
succeeded Sir Henry Manen as Judge of the Prerogative Court in 1641,
* Origpinal letter, éxfer Family Evidences.
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In November, 1633, Bishop Bridgeman gave a handsome
donation of £500 towards the re-building of St. Paul's cathedral.
This was probably a special thank-offering to Ged for his happy
release from all the troubles he had lately been suffering ; but
he was in the habit of giving an annual subscription of £40
towards this good work, which had been warmly taken up by
Laud when bishop of London, and nobly responded to by the
Anglican bishops in reply to the following appeal, which he
probably made to the other bishops as well as to bishop Bridge-
man :

% Bal'tz in Chr'a.
My very good 14,

It cznnot be unknowne to yor Lp yt his Ma™ wtb 2 great deal of
religious care & to his great hont hath granted a com'ission for the
repayre of St Paule's chureh in London, which, as it formerly was wonte
{as appears by sufficyent recorde}, soe must it now be, helped by publyke
contribufn. The work is soe great & necessary, & soe much tending
to the Honr of this kingdome & religion established in it, w™ must
peeds suffer much if soe geodly a style of buylding should moulder away,
as y* his Ma'r is confident noe man's devoc'on will be cold towardes it,
but he expectes ¥ the clergye should give good example, especially y*
Ll the Bee; and thetfora hath commanded me to wryte to all such of
my Brethren the Bishoppes as are absent to move them, in his Ma%
Name, & for the hon' of y* worke, ¥t they will give towardes it as theyr
severall estates shall enable them, These are therfore humbly & hartily
to pray yo' L? that you will be pleased, w't all convenyent speed, in yor
answere to these my 1'%, or otherwise as you shall thinke fite, under yor
hande, to expresse what yo' 17 will yearly give toward this great worke,
making your first daye of payment some daye before Christmass next, &
then that daye twelve month after, according as my Ld* grace of Canter-
bury, myself, & other Bri* here have subscribed And both our first
dayes of payment are in Octob® next. The forme of o subscrip®n ia
to this effect :

1, A. B, will give towardes y© repayre of 5t, Panle’s church in London
¥ of October naxt y* sumse of And soe witl continue 1o give
yearly till the worke be finiched, il God grant tyfe.

3B
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His Ma & the Lemporail L% beginn very hon¥r & I hope will con-
tinue; and for yor L¥ I cannot make any doubt but y* I shall receyve a
very worthy & a noble answere from you, And that you may see what
is done here, my L9 Grace of Canterbury & mysell have given each of
us a hundred poundes a yeare; my Li* of 5 Davyds & Rochester, wth
others, forty poundes a year a piece ; which I make bold to specify that
¥ou tay see what other B doe in theyr sev'all values, leaving yor LP
ta such pood thoughtes as it shall please God to bless you wi" towardes
this warke. Boe wishing yo© Lp all health & happines I leave you to y*
grace of God, & shall ever rest

yof L¥ very lovinge poore fireind & Brother,
GuIL. Lonpon."?
flulham house, August r2, ré3r.

At the close of the year 1633 the archhishop of York (Neile)
sent in to the King a statement of the condition of church affairs
in his own and the other dioceses of the Northern province. After
thanking his Majesty for his gracious acceptance of a certificate
which he had sent him in the previous year shewing what he found
to be amiss and how he had pat them into a way of reformation, he
assures him that in his own diocese of York things have hitherto
wel! succeeded in the way of amendment for the due observance
of his Majesty's declaratien, the performance of his instroctions,
and the executing of divine service, according to the Book of
Common Prayer and the carions and constitutions of the church,
He forwards the informations sent in te him by the bishop of
Drarham,3 giving a list of the lecturers in his diccese for the year
1633, and signifying that all these lecturers were conformable to
the doctrine and discipline of the Church of England so far as he
could be infurmed ; to which the archbishop adds that he himself
has reason to suspect some of them not to be so conformable as
they ought to be, touching his Majesty's declaration and the
instructions published.

' Family Evidences {original letter}.
* Thomas Marton, lale bishop of Covenlry and Lichficld, was at this time bistinp of
Durham.
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He then proceeds to make his report upon the dioceses of
Chester and Carlisle, as to which he says that, having last
summer visited those dinceses bimself, he finds them to be in
a less satisfactory state than their bishops had represented them
to be; and he mentions the fellowing particulars :

1. *Many men never admitted into Haoly Orders permitted to serve
cures in chappells of ease, where indeed tha stipend is so small that
no man of sufficiencie will aceept thereof ; but all these, through both
dioceses, are tnterdicted, and the inhabitants required etther to provide
a minigter in Oaders to serve them, or else to make their repayr o the
parish church.

2. The publick prayers of the church is gencrally neglected, as if all
religion wete but in 2 s#rmon.

3. The Booke of Comamon Preyer is neglected, & abused in most
places by chopping, changing, altering, omitting, and adding, at the
mninisters owne pleasnre, as if they were not bound o the forme pre-
scribed.  In sundry places the Booke of Common Prayer was so un-
regarded that many knew not how to reade the service acconding te the
Booke, And asin y® publick prayers, so likewise in the administration
of the Sacraments, the formes rites and ceremonies prescribed, very
mnuch neglected ; and many were found that thought themselves well-
deserving & conformable men, though they observed not y* Booke &
orders prescribed, se long as they did not oppose them. The most of
w< have hen made 10 see & acknowledge their faults ; & many of them
upon promise of reformacion craved pardon for yt web was past, and have
undertaken to make due certificate of their performance of that amend-
ment they have promised, Some others are suspended ; and some of
thamn are bound over to answers their offences at y* High Commission
at Yorke ; and some have left the country.

4. It was found that in y* performance of yout majestie's command-
ment for catechising the eatechisme of y* Booke of Common Prayer
hath ben in many places neglected, and divers other new-fangled cate-
chismes, no way authorized, brought into ¥* church. But order is geven
for y* use of the Catechisme of y* Booke of Common Prayer, & none
other.

5. In many places such as heretofare went under the title of Lecturers,
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& thought all their service they ought to the church was only preaching,
are brought to yield themselves in gariem cure and become curates as
well as Lecturers.

6. The disrespect ¥ y* ministers have shewed of the publick prayers
of y* church hath bred suche imeverence in y* people, that it is 2 rare
thing in many places to sce any upon thair knees at y* reading of the
prayers, or (almast) at the receiving of the Sacrament ; and some stick
not to say that sitting was y* fittest gesture both at the prayers and at y*
Sacrament.

7. It was scarce found in any place y* the Communion Table was
placed in such sort as ¥t it might appeare it was any whitt respected,
but 8o placed y* boyes and others might sitt about it & leane upon it
and in many places, by teaching of children in the church, or chancell,
the Communion Table was y* place where y= hoyes diul zil their busi-
nesse, and oftentimes eate their victualls upen it.  For redresse of wo
abuses in time to come there is order geven., At Chester the Deane
and Chapter have placed their Communion Table where it ought to
stand, & have decently furnished it.  But it is not so at Cerlile,

8. Tn some places of these two Diocesses there are some goodly
churches, & reasonably well kept in repayre; but so defaced wt
galleries, & pewes, as it is oot to be endured  For reformacion whereof
there is good order geven, if it be performed according 1o promise made
by the minislers and churchwatdens.

At Wiggen in Lancashire, a Benefice of good worth w= the Bishop
of Chester heldeth in awmmendam, the Bishop hath buile a faire large
chancell,

In most other places y* churches are very miserable, and minous in
the fabrick, and kept so sordidly w'in as would trouble any Christizn
to see it.  The twe Cathedrall Churches are not as they gught to be;
and in each of them there is this inconvenience, that they are as well
parish churches as Cathedrall churches ; whereby there groweth a ques-
tion touching y® repayre of the fabrick. And there is by this occasion
another inconvenience, that at the same time there is double service in
y* same church, The service w® Voices and Crgans in the Quire, and
y* reading service in y* body of the church. And when, in either place
any part of the service y* is prescribed is omitted, or mutilated, y* answere
hath ben, that the cne geveth way to y° other, & what is omitted in ¥
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one 3% read in y* other part of the church.  The Litanie is scarcely ever
heard ot Sundayes in y* cathedrall churches ; and Je Peaer, Benedicous,
y° Litanie, Magaifeas, &c., are seldome said or sung in maost of y°
churches of y* Diocesses, but Psalmes sung in stead thereof. Yet while
sorne men are bold to omitt parts of the prayers prescribed, they have
intruded other prayers never appoynted or aothorized to be added to y¢
publick service.

If it shall stand wt your Majestie's approbacion, [ will, by vertue of
y* High Commission, take order y* the service of the cathedrall churches
and yt service of y¢ parishes be so had that y* one shall not interrupt y¢
other, or be at the same time wb y* ather,

o In some places it was found y* ¥* Quatter Sessions, the Leet Courts,
Court Baron, and other service of ¥ nature, w't ordinary mectings of
justices & jurors, be kept 1 churches and chappells, and there doe their
ordinarie businesses of making prasentments and finding indictments by
juries.  And at the Communion Table all thase things are done,  And
in one or two places, y* market being kept near to the chappell, if
¥ market day prove rayny, y* market folks also keepe market there,
And to mend the matter, in one of these places y* commissaries’ court
was sett up where y¢ Communion Table should stand.  For y* future
avoiding y* like prophanacion of consecrated places there is resolute
and peremptorie order geven. Yet I have been lately informed that a
steward of one of your Majestie’s courts in Lancashire, at a place callad
Holcome in the parish of Bury, coming to keepe courts in v* chappell
there, sett a fine of fourtie pounds upon ¥* church wardena for keeping
¥y chappell dere lockt and hindering him of keeping his courts there,
In w case I humbly beseech your Majestie not ooly to command tha
taking off of ¥t fine, being imposed by the Steward of your Majestie's
courts thers, but alse 1o lay your commandmant upon me and the rest
ol my Brethren, the Bishops, not to suffer such things 10 be done in
churches or chappells.

1e. At Banbuorie in Cheshire there is a grammar schoole founded by
on¢ Thomas Aldersey, late cittizen & Haberdasher of London, wth ex-
hibition for 2 preacher & a curate, whom the Haberdashers of London
pretend to have power to place & displace at their pleasure w*hout any

* These marginsl acootations in ltalics wre in the sulegraph of King Chacles T.
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respect of Episcopall jurisdiction ; and their graunts to y* preacher & y*
curate ronne, To have and to hold yzxam Jid sz deme geiseriml. The
place is said to be a good Nursery for Novelists, and the curate and
Lecturer there were found altogether unconformable, presuming y* ye
Bishop of Chester had ne power over them, w* I wonder that y* Bishop
of Chester endured, This curale and Lecturer, being suspended by my
Visiters, submitted themselves to subscribe, and have bound themselves
to joyne in the due performance of the whole service according to the
Booke of Common Prayer and your Majestie’s Declaration and Instrue-
cions, atd undertaken to certifie their pedformance thereof ; and there-
upon obteyned license both for serving the cure & for preaching. It
may be that the Haberdashers will reprehend them for so doing, as
having therein prejudiced their right, w if they shall doe, I shall
humbly present the cause to your Majestie, and crave your Majestie’s
protection, both en y= hehalf of y= Ecclesiasticall jurisdiction and of y*
pocre men, that they may not suffer at y* Haberdashers' hands by w'®-
drawing their Exhibition for doing their duty.

1. Your majestie’s Collegiate church at Manchester, where the
Warden and fellowes pretend an exempeion from all Episcopall and
Archiepiscopall jurisdiction & subjection to canons, was found e he
altogether out of order; where there is neither singing men, nor quiristers,
nor organ fitt to be wsed. The Warden & fellowes zltogether out of
arder, scarsely coming to prayers, but never are, when they come, in
Collegiate-Quire habit of surplisse and hoods, but all the service layd
upon two poore chaplens.  Put upon consideracion, all of them (save
ane Mr. Bourne) reformed themselves, came 1o y* prayers in their habits,
and read the service, we {they say) hath not before ben seene. And
Mz, Bourne himself was contented to read prayers w™out a surplisse,
saying he refused not as opposing order, but that he was ashamed now
to put on y* surplisse, W in 3o years before of his being fellow there
he hath not done. The rest have promised reformacion for y* time to
come, And Bourne stands suspended.

I rrust your Majestie wilbe gratiously pleased to allow of thet course
wh is taken for reformacion, and of remitting of the faults past 50 az due
teformacion and amendment may ensue.  And that I may hope it may
so come to passe 1 will, together w™ y* relaxacion of my inhibitions for
my Metropoliticall Visitacion, send to each of my Brethren, y= Bishops
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of those Diccesses of Chester and Carile, all the particulars of the
defaalts, aml of the refermacions enjoyned and promised to be refo rmed;
and pray them to prosecute ¥* same wif effect.

It may be your Majestie will aske how it cometh to passe that thinges
should be suffered to be so generally aur of order in those Diocesses, y
Bishops being able and understanding men, professing all conformitie in
themselves and their care of requiring the like in others subject to theiy
jurisdiction.

I must ingenuously confezsse I can neither justifie nor excuse them.
Yet this I know they will say, That finding their Diocesses so distracted
w™ papists and puritans they thought by a mild way to recover y© puritan
part, least ¥t, by carrying a severer hand upon y© puritana then they had
power to carry upon y© papists, the Popish party might rake heart and
opinion of favour. For y= Ordinarie jurisdiction ean proceed no farther
against Popish recusants then to excommunicate, and certihe them who
doe excommunicate themselves.

It may be they will alss say: Tt is in a manner impossible for y*
Bishop to know how y* publick service is performed in every church
and chappell of his Dioces. The Bishop can but enquire by y* othes
of church wardens and sidesmen, who make no conscience of dispensing
wi_their othe, and can hardly be brought to present eny thing, be things
never sa farr out of order,

It may alsn be said in their excuse, y' y= Bishop executeth his juris-
diction by his inferior officers, his Chancellor, his Archdeacons, his
Commissaries and Officialls, and if they be negligent or corrupt it is
not possible for the Bishop to know and reforme things ¥* are amisse.
The truth is, if the Bishop be not very vigilant, & resolute to have things
kept in order, and exact the same of his Officers and an aecompt of their
doings, things wilbe amisse, be y* Bishop in his owne persen never so
well disposed and affected 1o government.  And y* inferior Officers,
that make least advantige of corrections in this kind, may (perhaps)
make good advantage of connivence at small faults, as usually they hold
such inconformities. And Chancellors, Commissanes, and Officialls, y*
hold their places by patent for life, stand lesse in awe of the Bishap then
it were fitt they should,

In y* it iy said hefore that these Diocesses ave full of recusants, your
majestie may perhaps aske how it cometh to passe that, in all this
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discourse of the Visitacion, there is nothing said concerning Popish
recusants, as if the whole procesding hath ben bent against poore na-
conformable ministers, and y* ather not lookt after; May it please your
majestie to be informed that hundreds of recusants have ben proceeded
against by vertue of your majestie’s High Commission, and fetched out
of all parts of y* Provinee, & brought to Yorke, there to compound w
your majestie’s Commissioners autherised for ¥* purpose; and your said
commissioners have signifed your majestie’s pleasure that we should
forbeare proceeding against such as compounded for their recusancy ;
and yet, if by any presentments it appeare unto us that they transgresse
y* condicions of their said composicions, 2s by having their children
christened by Popish Priests, or being maried by Popish Priests, or any
the like offence of ecclesiasticall cognizance, we doe proceed against
them both by the ordinary furisdiction and by the power of your
majestie’s High Commission.”

The archbishop concludes his certificate with a report vpon
the Isle of Man,

#* Having presumed thus much of your majestie’s sacred patience I
desire to informe you of another part of the Province, the Bishoprick
of Man." The Bishoprick consisteth of a Bishop, an Archdeacon, and
seventeene parishes.

The junisdiction is divided between y* Bishop & Archdeacon, web y=
Hishop exerciseth the one hall of y* yeare, & y= Archdeacen the other,

The revenne of y¢ Bishoprick, as it now standeth upon the leases lett
by y* former Bishop, is about £150 per anmnm, and in zero valore, if it
were out of lease, better than 300,

The patronage of y* Bishoprick, y= Atchdeaconry, & all the Benefices
in y Tsle, is in the Earle of Derhie. The Archdeaconry is of £6a
value per onnum. ‘The corps whereof is a Benefice wth cure in the Isle.
The former Bishep had the Archdeaconty in commendam, w8 confonnded
y® jurisdiction, and in time would have swallowed up y= Archdeaconty
into y* Bishoprick ; bat it is mow otherwise setled, and y* Earle of

t This see became wacant by the death of bishop John Philipps on 7¢h August,
1633  William Forster was presented by the Earl of Derby, 20th December, 1633,
atd, having chteined the zoyal assent on 264h February following, he was consecrated
gth April, 1634,
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Derbie hath presented a man of good note for that Archdeaconry.
The Bishop ussth alse to have a Vicar Generall, one of y= ministers
beneficed in the Isle : wb place is of small value, not worth the having.

The mest of y* Henefices are a0 in Lay men's hands that they yield
small meanes to them yt setve y* cures.  The best of them, w are but
two or three, £ 4o ger ansum, others £ 20, and 2o mards, and y* greater
number of them under £10. By reason whereof the clergie there for y*
most part are unable and illiterate men, natives of the Island.

Their Divine service is according to ¥ Booke of Commoen Prayer of
y* church of England, read in some places in English, and in some
places in y* language of y° natives; jnto w=* y° late Bishep translated
our Common Prayer Booke; but how faithfully I know not; & how
much for y* good of y* people 1 leave to your majestie's better judge-
ment,  Under correccion I am of opinion it wete well ¥t all your
majestie’s subjects of that Isle, & other places, might be brought to
¥* use of ¥* English Tongue.

There is neither Deane nor Chapter, nor Cathedrall, or Collegiate
church ; neither doe I understand y* there is any achoale to breed their
children in pietie, or [iterature, or civilitie ; yet I am informed y* there
is not a Papist in y* Island.

If it shall please your majestie to geve me leave I will in your
majestie’s name sollicite y* Earle of Derby & his sonne, the Lord
Strange, 1o procure & settie in this Island some things y* may further
the sxercise of pietie, y© increase of literature, and y* education of youth )
in civilitie and the nse of y= English Tongue,

I tmst your sacred majestic will pardon this boldnes
of your majestie’s most humble
setvant and chaplen
Januane 1633, R. Enonr.''t

The negligent conduct of the Warden and fellows of Man-
chester college referred to in the foregoing certificate seems to

£ Public Record Office. State Papers, Domestlc, Charles I vol, cclix, Ne. 75.
Richard Meile, D.D., who roccesded Harsnet ax Archbishap of York, was made Dean
of Westmingter in 1605, being then Viear of Cheshunt and clerk of the closst to the
King ; tonsecrated bishop of Rochesler 1608, translated 1o Lichfeld 1616, Linceln
115-14, Durham 1617, Winchester 1627-8, and Anally 10 Yok 1631-2.  He died
313t Oxtober, 1640,

3C
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have been for some time complained of by the bishop. In a
tetter of archbishop Neile to the bishop of Chester, written from
Winchester House on §th June, 1632, a few meonths after his
translation to the see of York, he says: * Far your complaint of
v¢ Warden of Manchester & the abuses of yt church & place 1
am very willing to joyne w yon to amend them; so as you
propose to me a sure ground for us to goe upon, I thinke the
visitors appoynted by y* new foundafon will no way oppose us, but
willingly assist us. Howsoever if our ordinary jurisdiction should
fayle us fwed I presume it will not) the High Comission will reach
it; but I conceave there is nothing in the new foundafen yt
legally opposeth the ordinary jurisdicfon. I hold the Warden!
for his owne person to be a very ill deserving man, & necessarily
to be inforced to amend his ill courses.”

It was an established custom at Wigan for the churchwardens
to send in to the rector annually before Easter a list of those who
were eligible to communicate at the Blessed Sacrament., The
following entry in bishop Bridgeman’s Wigan Leger of 12th May,
1634, shews that Uphelland had been in default in this respect :
*The church wardens of Holland for the last year being cited to
appear at Chester lor diverse matters of ecclesiasticall cognisance,
and amongst other things for refusing to give up a bock or sche-
dule of all the communicables within that chapelry before Easter
last, according to the ancient custome of the parish of Wigan,
did this day appear at Lever, by Mr. Eaton the minister there
and John Edleston {one of the churchwardens}, and desired to
be remitted, and acknowledged that they were bound to do it by
constant and never-interrnpted custome before this tyme, and
alleaped that some of them were not able to write or els it had
been done, and that they have since given in a Book or Schedule

' Sir Richard Muarray, baronet, was dean of Manchester st that time. He was
deprived in 1635, We shall have more 1o say of bim in speskiog of the advowson
of Wigan, For a full account of bim see Raines” Fardmr of Manchkeer (Chetbam
Soc., New Seres, wol, ¥i),
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of al] the communicables’ names since Easter, and promise hence-
forth to be diligent in the due performance thereof.,

Rich. Eaton tord Jo: Cestrien,

Joha Edleston in presentid Jacobi flyet
Ro. Fogge
Tho. Wasse

Willm. Tempest.”

In December, 1634, the bishop notes in the Wigan Leger:
“ Memorand., Will. Caterall, being in Moot hall for debt wd he
owed to Barnabe Markland for a horse, desired me and my men
to bestow so much on him as we pleased for his relief’; where-
upon I sent him from Lever, by his wife who came thither to
crave it, 26s. 84, ; and Laur. Booth, Mr, Charles Jones my chaplen,
and Tho. Darcy gave her 155 ; wib web he was redeemed out of
prison. But becaunse in future tymes I think the Town may pre-
tend, by this instance, a power & liberty to arrest my servants,
(weh in the sutes ‘twixt parson fleetwood and them they laboured
to prove but could not} therefore I thought good here to remem-
ber to my successors, the truth of this particular ; viz. that he
hath not been my servant any tyme these 3 or 4 years; but
departed from me and served S' Rowland Cotton in Shropshire,
who dying now very lately, he came to Wigan to his own house
fweb is Mr. Catteral of the Croak his land) and then was arrested.
As for the town court they have it only by my favour upon the
Lords' entreaty to me, but by the charter, 24 Edw. I11,, the court
of pleas there given is limited, and sutes concerning the King and
parson excepted.”

There is under date of 2gth June, 1634, a letter of bishop
Bridgeman’s to Lord Wentworth, Lord Deputy of Ireland, pre-
served among the Strafford Siate Papers, which, as T meet with
so few of the bishop's own letters, I shall here transcribe in full :

" My honourable and very good Lord,

1 cannot let this Bearer depart out of my Diocese without a Blessing
on you for preferring of him, whom I have fouad a learned, painful,
bomnest, peaceable and religious Migister, and such a one as {if you had
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commanded me to chuse you a chaplain) I could not have named one
in my Diocese whom I would sooner have recommended to you than
this man.” Long and long may you rule that kingdom with Honour and
Happiness to it and yourself; and, by promoting such as he, ever may
you give scholars pecasion to pray for you whilst you live, and to bless
your memory when you are dead,

I understand you have with like nobleness bastowed yonr Bounty upon
another poot Minister late of Chester, Mr. Thomas Walmesley. Such
works a3 these will go before you inte Heaven, and prepare a far greater
and enduring Kingdom: for you hereafter. In the meantime He that
rewardeth a cup of coid water given to His servants will not let such
ample Benefits done to Hiz poor Ministers pass unrewarded in this Life :
whereof you have already received some Earnest in a general Report,
which hath spread the Honour of your Bounty, Justice, Wisdom and
Sincerity, more largely than I dare relate unto you, for fear of that which
I have ever hated, Flattery.

My Lord, in contemplation of your goodness, in this kind, to such
Persons, My Blessing on you, and My Prayer 10 God fer you shall be
thig, that He that sheweth Mercy unto a Thousand generations will
vouchsafe this Boon to your Posterity : that never any cut of your Loyns
may want such a noble and free Patron and Benefactor unto them as you
bave been to these, and to myself, who am

your Lordships ever bounden Beadsman and Servant,
Jo. CHESTER."™*

Towards the close of the same year the bishop received a letter
from the Lord Deputy, commending to him a certain Dr. Main-
wareing who was about to move from York to Chester at that time ;

# My very good Lord

I understand y* at Yorke wee are like to loose Doctor Mainwareing.?
‘Wee should have beene unwilling to part wt* him but te yor Lo®. Hee
hath lived long there in good reputacion, hath sealed himselfe prettily
well, and it seems he intended to have sett up his rest amongst us, for
¥ he saith noe other impioyment but this of your LoP could have
teapted him.

* Henry Tilson, vicar of Rochdale, then made Dean of Christ Church, Dublin
= Strafford’s Leitery, vol. L p 371,
1 Edmund Meinwaring, made Chancellor of the diocese of Chestet,

__a Y,
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I must 1eil you by y* way whosoever ance relisheth Yorkshire aright
will hardly be drawen to change it But I see the Doctor is resolved to
apply himselfe to serve your Lo w't all his powers,

I am sure you will make much of him for his owne sake, and for mine,
my Lord, you must needs forbeare to presse him to come and settle
himselfe m Chester sooner then he can w convenience dispose of his
estate in Yorke, web s the worke hee is allready abont, and therzin useth
¥* best industry he ¢an.  And soe I rest

yo©r Lo faithfull friend
and humble servant

WENTWORTH.®
Dubklin Castle this

zath of December, 1634.
Lord Bishop of Chester,”

The question of the cathedral services and sermons at Chester
was left unsettled in 1633 when the bishop's report of church
affairs in his diccese was sent in, The archbishop’s metropo-
litical visitation had been held in the summer of that year; and
the bishops of Chester and Carlisle had been writing to his grace
of York to complain, on behalf of their clergy and others, of the
excessive fees charged by his officers during the visitation, which
seems to have rather offended him, Hence the following letter,
which is certainly more abrupt and peremptory than usual. The
zllusion to the cathedral services will be found in the postscript :

€ Safutem in Christo. 1 received yor Lotr? [Fes of y= azth of December
[and] y* a2 of this moneth, together with yof certificate, whereof I shall
give his Maitie information.

I conceive yor Low will expect from me an anawere to one of two
pticulers of yo© lies.

Touching y= reducing of y* seats in the plish churches and chappells
to an uniformity, y* worke is such ag, I thinke, no man will distaste or
oppose.  But for y* rest of yor intentions for yo disposing of the seats,
as to #itt y* men on y* one side of the chorch, and y* woemen on tha
other side, otherwise then in times past hath besn used, or 1o remoove

* Original letier imser Family Evidences
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any from y* place whers they and their ancestory have time out of minde
[been] accustomed to sitt, will begett more brabhles, suits in law &
p'hibicons then either you or I would be contented to be troubled with,

Whereas yor LoP? complayneth of my officers, in their prosecuting of
¥ correction of things presented, and detecled, in my metropoliticall
visitation, 1 pray yof LoeP to distinguish right of things. If yor Lor or
yo counsell {whosoever they be) should thinke after a metropoliticall
visitation my afficers should nat prosecute the comection you might as
well say ther should be noe meteapoliticall visitazon, If you looke into
the RelaxaZan you wilt there finde a reservation for y* prosecuting of the
correccond.  If yor Lok will charge all or any of them to have oppressed
the country by extorting fram y= people any greater or more fees then
are justifyeable I will be beholden to yor LoP to informe me thereof,
and, if 1 doe not my indeavor to doe the ¢country right and make them
give gatisfaction, take yor liherty to complayne or seeke redresse where
you thinke good. I cannot but wender at that w yo© LoP writes,—
that my officers have received manye more hundred pounds in my one
visitation then you and zll yor officers have done in sixteene yeres
visitations, ffor my p'ticuler, I have mot received four score pounds
upon my visitacon of both y* diocesses, Chester and Carlile. And
therfore if such great summes as yor LoP speakes of be received by
them, they have putt them into their owme puorses. I have already
written t¢ my Lord of Carlile to informe me what he can charge any of
myne officers with in y° like sort. It may be some part of my p'curafons
due in my metropoliticall visitafon are yet unpaid, w< I must not loose
for want of meanes te p'secute suite for recovery of them.

By y* wet yor LoF writeth of some ungenformable men's creeping into
corners of yof diocesse, you see how necessary it is to have a watchiull
eye over thems. It may be some may say, it may be myne owne case as
well 23 yours, and I cannot denye it but it may be soe, though much
against my will ; and I shall require boitk my officers & all others 1o
koow, that I will not only oot wittingly winke at it, nor leave it un-
reformed when 1 may know it; nor will indure any officer under me
whom I shall have reason to thinke to he other wise minded.

I presome yor Lot hath certaine knowledge of those things w you
write concerning y* warden of Maochester. I purpose to make them
knowne to his Mitie,
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I thanke yor LoP for yor cheeses w you sent me
So with my hearty comendacons Yo yor LoP I committ you to God
and rest
yof Lol very loving riend & brother,
E. Epcor.
Winchester House 7 Janueadi, 1634.

I wrote to yo© Lom, & y* by his Ma™ direcion, & I thinke I also
spake to yor LoP of y* same, for y© disposing s0 of y¢ Quire service and
¥® patish service, wet are both had in yor cathedrall cherch, that y* one
interrupt not yt other. I expected that with yo© certificate you would
have signified what you had done therein, I remember yor Lore told
me of an intended division of one of yor side Iles to make a distinct
church for y= plish; what you have done I knowe not.  If yor Low
be pleased but to cast yo© eye over those my Ifes you will y* better
remembier what 1 theo advised t0 he dope, and you will p'happs by
reading those Fes finde some things els whereof to give me some

information.
R, Epor.”
Lord Bishop of Chester.”

It would scem that the guestion of the metropolitical visita-
tion fees did not rest here, It appears to have been afterwards
referred to the court of the high commission, if, as 1 suppose,
the following letter from bishop Potter of Cariisle to the bishop
of Chester alludes to this matter:

* My verie good Lord and loving brether. 1 shall not need T hope
to make any large apelogie for passing by you in my journey. In my
gmng downe your LoPP was at Cheater which in such a badd winter was
much out of my way, and at my comming backe it was confidently told
me that youn were gone to London,

Touching the wrongs offered us in the metrepeliticall visitation and
the way to right ourselves and successors I did desire, and do still, to
be directed by [your] L, whese wisdome and experience 1 dare much
wore boldly relye upon then my owne. My chancelour is but weak and
timerous, my Register hath past the pikes of the high commission with-
out any great harme, but [ finde he is fearfull 1o fzll amongst them.
The maine article against him was, that he had persuaded, promoted

! Original letter inder Family Evidences.
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and instigated me to appoese the Jurisdiction of Yorke, which he might
safely swear he never did. Wherr they had dene with him they did
purpose to beginne with me, and with you also it seemes by your Levs
fetter, bul upon my letter to my Lovd's grace, and the mediation of a
friend, I hear my Lord is prettie well pacified, and though your Lome
have made no such meanes yet [ imagine you shall hear no more of
that tnatter. Our comfort is, if the cause come to hearing there, we
may be confident of good successe in the suite where the same persons
must be both our accusers and our judges. But your Lot I thinke
doth judge aright that these are but vaine braggs whereby Rasdell hopes
to prove himself a brave man, I like well your chrislian resclution to
endure 70 injuries rather then repay one, and thereupon I will rest,
unlesse your LoPr shall see both reason and good ground to vindicate
our right, wherein I shall be most willing to joyne with you,

1 have sent you long since such instructions as E had, and for direc-
tions how to prosecute this busines which you desire from me I do
expect from you who can farr better direct then I can. T have scribbled
these few lines in answere to your LPF? lerter which I received the last
night. If there be occasion I shall intreat your counsell, And so with
my laving salutations and my wive's to your self and good Mr. Bridg-
man, we commend you to God's gracious p'tection, and T shall ever rest

your LPP* verie loving brother

Bap. CarLiret
Rose Casile this Sept. 8, 1633."

The following letters of archbishop Laud written to bishop
Bridgeman in 1635 are highiy interesting as throwing some light
upon the affairs of Manchester College at that time, and as illus-
trating the archbishop's care for the church at Whalley as well
as for the future interests of his successors with respect to the
lease of the tithes of that church, which appeat to have belonged
to the archbishops of Canterbury ;

* Original Ietter ity Family Evidences, Barnabas or Barnaby Potter, pravost of
Queen's College, Oalord, was consecraied bishop of Caclisle 1gth March, 1628-9.
Wood says Lhat jo this promotion he had the interesl of bishop Lavd ‘*zlthoogh a
thoraugh: paced Calvinist *; and Fuler says he "' was commoniy called the puritenical
bishop.” He disd in Janary, 3641-2.
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#8. in Xjio

My very good 14

Your LP will excuse me that these my Ls are not soe formsl] as they
are wont to be.  The gecasion of theyr breifnes is this.  You lately gave
me a touch in yor owne IFes, and I have since understood it more fully
by yor Sonne, that there is a Gent in those partes who intends very well
towards y* poor Colledge at Manchester, and is willing to part w* some
£ 400 towards the buying in of theyr House, wd is now in the handes
of my L2 the Earle of Derbye. 1 have allready spoken wt my 14
Strange about this busynes, and he hath very nobly promized me to doe
all fayre offices he can wtb my L4 his flather. Sce ¥ 1 conceyve pood
hopes, by the Kinge's gracious favour, and yof Le's care in this marer,
that Colledge may ere longe recover and flourish againe. And ¥yt which
I shall desire of you now is this, ¥ you will take some good opportunity
to speake w my L4 the E. of Derbye, and my L4 Strange lis sonne
{being now in those partes) and likewise w® y* Gent above menéoned,
and dryve y* busynes to as fayre an issue as possibly you can. Where-
upon I shall desire you to send me word, ¥t I may acquaint his Maty,
and give you such further direcc’ons as shall be necessary.  And in this
I make noe question but your LP will use al) manner diligence y* shall
be fitting.  Soe wishing you health I leave you to y* grace of God and
rest

your L very loving flreinde,

Lambeth fune 29, 1635."
HE i Xpo

W, Carr.

My very good Lo:

I thanke your Lord® very heartily for your Lett™ and all y* paines you
have been atlL concerning y* colledge of Manchester, we his Ma¥i= is now
goeing on w't by way of a new Foundafon. And I shall take care, God
willing, to putt your LordP and your successors y* BPP of Chester into
your ancient right of Visitacon. I hope your sonne is come well to you
into those partes, and 1 assure myselfe he is very mindfull of my busy-
nesse there concerning Whaley, | pray tell him he may safely trust and
conferre w't this bearer, M* John Griffith, about anything that concernes
it

Att this p'sent 1 heere send your Lord? Lett™ from his Ma** to com-
mand sequestracon of so¢ much of y* profitts of Whaley as may enable

i
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y* several curats to doe theire dutyes upon y* Place: for I am informed,
and yt very eredibly, y¢ divers of y* Chappells are lett runne to ruine,
and putt to base and unworthy uses, and y° People altogether left desti-
tute of all Xpian instruction, and y* very Prayers of ye Church seldome
or never read unte y®. Upon these consideraiong [ desire you to
sequester soe much of y° profitts into safe hands as may pay y* severall
Curats respectively, according to such moderate praportions as you in
your wisdome shall thinke theit persons and services may deserve.
When this is done {of which I desite you to make no delay) I shall then
advise w' myselfe and counsell what course I shall hod [hold ?] w*t my
Tenant §° Ralph Ashton,” whose cariage towards y* Church I conceive
is ooe way answerable to y* great profitt weh he hath reaped by it these
many yeares. For any other particuler concerning y* Rectory, of other
husynesse of ming in those parts, I referre you to this bearer, whome you
may szfely trust w't those busynessss y* concerne me.  Soe am this time,
haveing not farther to trouble you, I leave you to y* Grace of God and
rest
your Eorde very loving Freinde and Brother
W, Canr,

Croydon Julii 28% 163c.

If there be any Chappells wbin this p'einct web ly not wpon me to
repaire I desire your LordP not to burden me w y*, but for those y*
belong to me your Lord® may doe what you thinke fitt.”?

In this letter were enclosed the King's letters in the form
following :

# Chasles R.

Right Reverend father in God and Right trustie 2nd welbeloved, wee
greete you well. Whereas wee are given to understand that the Chuzch
or Rectory of Whaley in o countie of Lancaster, and divers Chappells
thereunto belonging, in yo* dioces are of large extent, and verie populous,
and that the ministers or curstes of the same want sufficient mesnes and
provision ; and that in some of those Chappells divine service and y*

! Sir Ralph Assheton of Whalley Abbey and Great Lever (see page 331, moi). He
was buried at Whalley 13th Orctober, 1644, and was suoceeded by hir son Sic Ralph
as second baronet.

* Original letiers 4arer Family Evideness,
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balie sacramts are wholie neglected and omitbed, and the same converted
to private uses to the dishonor of God and scandall of religion ; where-
upon wee confesse o'selves justlic moved w' the said informa€on and
hould it necessarie that thinges soe much amisse ahould be speedilie
reformed: Wee therefore raposinge preat confidence in your care doe
hereby require you to informe yoselfe what meanes the said sevetall
ministers or corates have in y* said Rectorie & Chappells and from
whom and cut of what profitts such allowances dee arise, and what
additon you conceive fittinge to be made, and in what manner for their
better maynetennance hereafter; that upon netice thereof wee may give
such order as shalbe expedient, And whereas wee are satisfied that the
profitts of the said Rectorie and Chapelries are great and have of late
yeares hene received by 5§ Ralphe Ashton, by collour of a Lease {as
wee are informed) not good in lawe ; Wee hold it therefore fitt that the
validity of y° same be in due lime questioned. And likewise in respect
that he suffers the house of God to be prophaned, and those y* attend
n ¥ said Church and Chappells to want necessaries, and some of the
chancells of y* said Chappells to goe to decaie rather then ke will spare
any competencie put of God's owne porfon for their support: Wee
therefore doe declare o will & pleasure, and hereby require and com-
mand you that you sequester soe much of the tythes of the said Rectorie
& Chappellries w™in your dieces inta y= hands of seme p'sons of ability
as you shall hold competent as well for the supplie of the said ministers
& curates as also for the repaire of so manie of the chancells of the said
Chappells as y* proprietanie thereof ought to meynteyne  Given under
oF signett at o Court at Qatelands the seven and iwentieth day of July
in the eleventh yeare of of Reigne.”

“5. in Xpo

"My very good Ld

I here send these my L after you wth an answere to my L4 Strange’s
inclosed, web I shall desire your L? to take care may be safely delyvered.
And if you chance to see my L4 or his flather in y* country I doulbt not
but ¥ you will p'sent my best respects unto ¥ and let y= know how
kindly I take theyr Noblenes shewed in this busynes. And for yo'selfe
T shall hartily pray you to continue yo© care and watchiulnes over it,
and y* you will doe what in you Iyes 10 bringe it 1o perfecton wt all the
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convenient speed ¥ may be.  For w= ¥ poore colledge will be exceed-
ingly bound to you and my selfe remayne azs I am
yor Lrs very lavinge fireind and Brother
Croydon Aug. 1y, 1635, W, Cant.

My 12 T have since receyved other L™ from my LY Strangs, in which
he signifyea unle me ¥ some body belowe hath been in treaty wth my
14 his Hather for ¥* House and Land wih it (w< was never meant) and
¥ his offers are very much under ¥° value. I have signified to his L»
¥* I have entreated you to undertake y* prosecufon and setling of this
busynes, and therefore I pray my Ld be pleasd to take some paines in
it and to bringe it to ¥* best yssne you can”t

“8 in Xpo
My very good Lo;

Your L™ of the 7™ of Decemh. were delivered safely to me by your
sorme  In y™= I uwnderstood you had received a resignation of the
Vicaredge of Rachedale, and yt you were now able to make it good
¥t there are divers leases of the gleabe land of the Rectory of Whaley
unexpired weh T am very glad o heare from you ; because if 5 Ralph
should flye off from y* agreement, I am the readier for him, but as he
hath not reason soe [ presume he will not; and I gave those your
Lorde L= little or noe answere because much aboot y* time ¥ 1
received y I sent you L™ by Kenyon signifying to your Lo? my
agreement.

Now T have teceived other L from yor LoP of w< you shall heere
receive y= answere, and for #h I give you a great deale of thankes.
It is true ¥ in my agreement w't Sir Ralphe 1 have augmented y= poor
ministers’ stipend £64 per gnnum, and if T live to another renewing [
am like to make ancther augmentation {but of that I pray say nothing)
And for y* Fine w I have agreed to take of 5 Ra. [ am of y° same
opinien w" your Lordr and some others there, namely ¥ I have fallen
farve shott of ¥ Benefitt wek I might have made. But the truth is, &
Ralph made such pittifull moane to me, w™ deep protestatons of his
being in debt, and y* charge of 1o children, beside ¥ sonne vpon whem
the best of his estate is setiled, and almost nothing left him but this

* Original letter frfer Family Evidences.
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lease, and was soe willing for v surtender and reduceing it to ar yeares,
1o y* great advantage of my Sea, what ever it be 1o myselfe, y* [ was
willing to deale by him as [ have done. Besides this way is »™out
clamour, w the strugling in Lawe and the thrusting of him out would
have been full of. And the best is, in this way 1 have hurt noe body
but myselfe, & I can easily forgive myselfe when I will. And thoe I
shall never deserve the testimony w you are lovingly pleased to give
my publick services, yet I cannot but take your expressions 1o me very
kindly, and shall not faile to make you all such returne for your love ag
may lye w%in my power.

I thanke you alsoe for ¥ care, w [ hope by this time you have taken,
for securing my fine. Bot if I had knowne ¥* Cunliffe and Kenyon had
been such sufficient men I would have gone noe farther for security, but
have taken y* rather then younge Ashton and Standish, and if these
L™ come not to late T would you would joyne them to y° other.

Had I kncwne there had been a weekly post between you and Tondon
yau should have heard oftner from me then you have, but 1 am glad ¥
knowe it now, ¥' as I have occasien, publick or private, 1 may be able
to send L™ to you. For Mr Grifith T have had a great deale of expres-
aion and experience of his love to me, and in this particelar I was con-
fident ke would carry it »* as much care t¢ my profitt and my henot
together as I could desire. He is now newly come to London and hath
been w* me, and your LordP may be sure I will goe noe fzrther forward
then [ am but w™ his advise in y* presence of roy counsell ; but backe |
will not goe from any thing I have agreed, what losse soever it bring me,
unlesse & Ra, breake first w* me. And I will take all the care yt
possibly I can to hamper him sce as that his neighbours, both clergy
and Laye, may live quietly by him if it be not theire owne full

My Lo. concerning Rachdale 1 am soe farre from being offended as
that I thanke you very heartily for both y* mo€ones w you have made,
and should not long deliberate farther what I did w* Rachdale but
y* before your L™ came to me [ was in part engaged for the hestowing
of i, and the party is this very day come to me to receive my presenta-
tion. Yet neverthelesse I like y° fitting of Manchester Coll. soe well,
and am soe willing ta doe y* newe Warden a good turne, f he will doe
his duty to y* Church, 28 he hath promised, I shall be very well pleased
to give him Rachdale in exchange for y' weh he hath in ¥* Diocesse of
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Norwich; and 1 thinke he to whome I have promised Rachdale will be
glad enough of Lhis sxchange. But two thinges there are w< I must
acquaint you w.  The one is, that when y° new Warden of Manchester
was heere, & ¥ I had speech w™ him ahout y* Benefice, and y* distance
of it, T doe not remember ¥ he reported his Benefice in Norfelk or Suffelk
{lor I knowe not well w® "lis} to be much better then Rachdals. But
¥ troubled me not, for if it were soe much worse, vet for his uncle Mr
Tho. Maye's sake and y< fitting of Manchester together, I would willingly
give way to ¥° exchange 30 ¥ ¥° losse did not exceed £40 por annum.
The other is, ¥ if ¥ Warden will make the exchange I would have no
delay concermng y* busynesse. Mary, then, my title you knowe is cleare
t¢ Rachdale, and thesfore I shall looke y* y* Warden shall give or procure
as cleare a title, and free from incumbrances to my clarke as T shall give
to him. For I knowe not whoe ia Patron of ¥ his Benefice, but whoaver
it be he must come upp and procure a faire P'sentation, and putt it into
oy hands; for I shall never p'sent him to Rachdale till ¥* be done ; but
then | shalbe content to receive ¥" one psentation and to give y© other.
And therfore if the Warden be minded to take this course I shall pray
you ta give him notice of my resolution, and to lett me heare w™ as much
speed as you can what he purpases to doe.  Soe hopeing now the Terme
drawes on ¥ I shall bring my busynesses of Whalley (Ly your meanes) to
some good issue, I Jeave you to the Grace of God and rest
your Lord™ very loving Freinde and Brother
W. Canr.
Lambeth Januar, 13, 1635."

The following entry in the Wigan Leger of the previous yvear
serves in some measure to show how the parsen’s lands, &c, be-
came gradually alienated {from the glebe : * May 135, 1635, Jehn
Bullock, son of Roger Bellock, late of Wigan, desired he might
take diglage of me for this year, 1635 ; and, whereas 1 had
taken it into my hands before lest he might hereafter plead a
prescription, he now acknowledgeth that he hath no title to it
but by my present demise, & 1 doe now let him the hay & ed-
growth thersol for this present summer 15635 ; and he is to keep
it every way in repayr as his father before covenanted 7 April,
t622, & to pay me for this year present fifty-six shillings & eight
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pence. In witness whereof both of us have subscribed, Jo. Cestr.
Jehn Bullock.” 1

In the summer of 1635 the bishop took measures for restrain-
ing the inhabitants of Wigan from getting coal from under the
parson's wastes, as appears by the following entry in the Wigan
Leger: *Whereas 1 am given to understand that divers inbabi-
tants within the Town and Burrow of Wigan have presumed to
dig for coles under the wasts and streets thereof, I doe now forbid
all & every of the inhabitants of the s Town and mannor to dig
for coles or to make any soughes under any of the streets, or any
p* of the Wast, within that Town and mannor, az they will
answer it at their perills. Dated at Lever, 17 Sep, 1635, This
prohibition I sent by Mr. Wm. Brown, gent, to the curate of
Wigan, to be published by him in the chorch on Sunday next.
Jo. Cestrien.  Witness hereof — Will. Browne.”

In this year he let to My, Charles Knot, curate of Wigan, the
tithes, glebes, Easter dutyes, rents, mortuaryes, and all other
profits and commodities of the parsonage of Wigan from Mid-
summer 1635 to Midsummer 1636,

Sir Robert Wingfield was at this time tenant of the hall or
parsonage house and Jands immediately about it, which were
also given up to Mr. Knot,'the curate, in the following year.z

About the same time the King's letters were issued for a col-
lection in all the churches on behalf of the poor ministers in
the Palatinate, which was thus communicated to the bishop of
Chester by his metropolitan ;

# Safuiem in Chrisly
My very good Lord; it hath pleased his Ma™, out of his princely
compassion towards the disiressed estate of the Ministers of the Palla-
tinate, o grant them his IFes pattents for a collection throughout this
kingdome of the charitable devoions of well minded people towards

' By the bishop's care in re-entering opon this land, the Diglage, Tiglach, or Dig-
lakes mesdow has been preserved 1o the glebe to this day, while other lands of &
similar nalore have Been Jogt,

* Wigan Ledger, fal, 175, 178, 1fr,
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their reliefe ; And though not many yeares past they have had some
former collections in this kind, yet, havinge lately sufierad sundry
calamities, by the centinuall incursions of their enemies, they are now
in very lowe and dangerous eatate, and w™ the same feares attendinge.
These are therefore heartily to pray yor LoP that you will take care, by
some of yor officers, that the briefes that are therew® sent you by his
Ma"" comaund be diligently dispersed into the sev'all parishes w™in
yof dioces; and that the collection w<® shalbe made thereupon be duly,
carefully, and w't all convenient speed, returned to me together w afl
the briefes and money gathered, according to the tenor of his Ma®"™
sayd Ifes pattents, that I may make zccompte thereof, and pay in the
money aceordingly ; thus not douhtinge of yo* best assistance & further-
gnce in 1 worke of so pious & full of charity, desiring to receive answere
of yor receipt hereof, I comitt vou to God and rest
y0© Lo very lovinge freind & brother

E. Epor
From Winchester House 5™ Junii, 1635."

This collection for the sxiled ministers of the Palatinate from
the diocese of Chester was made in 1636, and amounted in all to
£168 135, 84, This was the third collection that had been asked
for them. The first, for which the King's letters were issued in
1627, amounted to £t44 13 44.; and the second, for which
letters were issued in 1631, amounted to £52 108, 94’3

The collection in 1635-6 must have (allen heavily upon the
clergy, for besides the contribution they bad promised towards
the repairs of St Paul's cathedral for the three years 1634, 1635,
and 1636, they were called upon to pay ship money in the years
1635-6, 1636-7, and 16373, to which the share of the dergy of
the county of Chester alone was assessed at £200; that of the
whole county being £3,500.

* Original laller snter Familp Evidences, The impression of the arms on the seal
is vety clear, being the cross keys and crown of York ; impaling a shicld of four
quarterings, ¥iz., 1. By of ox, on a four o crescend ] 2. 73 ons rampont couped ; 3,
o fion rawpans wildin a erder eugrailed [ 4 a crorr engrailed dtieen 4 voumdies,

* Family Evidences.
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This tax upon the clergy of Cheshire was levied by Sir Thomas
Aston, high sheriff, and the gentry of the county, who by their
letters desired the bishop to apportion to each of the ministers
what they should pay towards it. The bishop accordingly
summoned the clergy in each deanery to meet in their several
deaneries and choose two ministers in each deanery to be with
the bishop at his house at Lever, authorized by them to apportion
the sum which each minister should pay ; which they did, and
sent, for Chester deanery Dr. Snell [rector of Waverton] and Dr.
Byrom [rector of Thornton]; for firadsam deanery Mr. Ofely
[vicar of Weaverham] and Mr. Burrows [vicar of Runcorn]; for
Worel Mr. W. Edwards [rector of Heswall and rector of St.
Mary's, Chester] and Mr. Glover [rector of West Kirby]; for
Nantwich Mr. Fowler [rector of Barthomley] and Mr. Saring
[vicar of Nantwich] ; for Middlewich Mr. Hallily [vicar of Middle-
wich] and . . .. .; for Malpas Mr. Thomas Bridge [rector of
Malpas superior] and Mr. Essex Clark [rector of Tilston]; for
Maxfield Mr. Shipton [rector of Alderley] and Mr. Joynson
[vicar of Prestbury]; all which appeared at Lever and agreed
upon the payment of an entire subsidy for the clergy of that shire;
but because that sum fell short of £200, they assessed some
lecturers and curates, and because divers clergymen were highly
rated in the King’s books, and others very little and had paid no
subsidies before, as Great Budworth, &c., therefore they, to ease
some, enhanced others in a few particulars. The money was
collected by Dr. Snell and Dr. Byrom, the collectors chosen by
the clergy. And as the amount collected was more than the sum
they were assessed at, the superfluous sum of £3 os. 84. was re-
turned to the bishop in February, 1635-6, who sent the same to
Dr. Byrom and Dr. Snell to be restored to the poorer ministers
who had been most heavily charged. These two, with the
bishop’s consent, convened the other chosen ministers of each
deanery to meet at Chester Palace on Thursday, 1oth March,
1635[6], to see it distributed ; but they referred it to the synod
at which all the ministers were to meet at Chester, 26th April,

3E
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1636, who had open warning given them in the forenoon to meet
at three o'clock in the afiernoon to distribute it, when it was thus
divided by such as were present.  First, because this act may be
exemplary, and they thought that some benefices were too highly
rated in the King's books, they held it fit that such benefices
ghould be eased; and so they gave back to Mr. Moston, parson of
Christleton, 2or, to Mr, Ley, vicar of Budworth, zos., entreating
them that (because God had blessed them in particular for their
personal estates} they would bestow it among the poor ministers
who want it ; which Mr., Moston and Mr. Ley willingly did;
whereupon they gave to Mr. Yates, curate of Shotwick, 3s.; to
Mr. Smyth, a poor minister, late of Haltan, now without cure
and greatly charged with wife and children, tos.; to Mr. Corle,
curate of Ince, 35; to Mr. Hopwood, curate of Whitby {whose
stipend, given by a deceased benefactor, is withheld, being now
in suit), 10s.; and to Mr. Hatch, curate of Christleton, greatly
charged with wife and children, 105, Ju tof2, 405. The other
2as. was given : to Edward Williams, curate of Darisbury, §s.;
to Mr. Williams, curate of Great Budworth, §£; to Mr. Dey,
curate of Tabley, 5r; to Mr. Knot, curate of Warburton, §r.;
and to Mr. Helford, curate of Plemstali, 851 Particulars of the
ship meney paid by the Lancashire clergy are not pgiven in the
bishop's M55 ; but some information is to be obtained from the
returns made to Humphrey Chetham, then high sherifi, who had
ordered the mayors and magistrates of the corporate towns and
the high censtables of the several hundreds to examine and
notify to him at what sums their clergy were assessed; and
the following retum was made for the borough of Wipan:
“Wigan. Bishop of Chester, rector £5. His income from the
towne of Wigan about £300, or y* as wee conceaved. Amongst
those of ability it was conceaved that the Rev. Father in God
Johe Lord Bishop of Chester his Glebe Lands, Tythes of Corne
and Grayne, Small Tythes, Free Rents, Rents of Tenants at
Will, Tythe Haye, Easter Book and other profits belonging to

" Family Evidences.
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the said Parsonage of Wigan, was worth (800 or £goo by the
year, of web £300in the Borough. No other clergyman assessed
to the said Ship.
(Signed) WM. FoRTH."I

The assessment made upon the rector appears to have been
excessive, and the following mesorandum with respect to it
occurs in the Wigan Leper in 1635 (no exact date given}: *In
September last, command coming from his Majesty wit LTs from
the lords of the counsel! for a tax of £ 3,500 to be gathered in Lan-
cashire, and as much in Cheshire, for the making of 2 ships, the
Corporation of Wigan was taxed by the Sheriff at £50, far beyond
Manchester, Preston, or other townes, To make up this sum
they rated the parson of Wigan at £3, who refused to pay it;
whereupon they desired that he would of his free gift bestow a0
much on that poor Burgh belonging to him for the ease of the
pocrer sort of inhabitants, and for that purpose caused kis servant,
Edward Lloyd, gent. and burgesse thereto, to write to him, and
they promised that they would not hereafter, when any tax should
be imposed on them, any way meddle w* taxing of y* parson but
whb his privity and consent.  Upan this acknowledgment, promise,
and entreaty he gave them freely 45, and caused his servant Wm,

" Brown to pay it to them for this time only.
Lawr. Booth

Willn Tempest Geo. Croston "2

In January, 1635-6, archbishop Neile made a further report
to the King of the progress of church affairs in the Province of
York, for himsell’ and his brethren, the bishops of that province,
That of the bishop of Chester, which is forwarded in his *owne
words, without altering, adding, or diminishing any thing,” is as
folicws ;

#The certificate of John Lo: Bishop of Chester touching the observa.
Hon of his Majesties pious Instrucbons w'in y* Dioces of Chester for
this last yeare 1635.

* Becored Sochety {Lunoushire and Cheshire), vol. zii. p. (1o
* Wigan Leger, fol. 17y,
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1, For residence of of y* Bishops on y= seaz, He hath observed it;
flar he hath not been past one month out of his Dioces these three
yeares last past.

2. For residence on his Episcopall house. He hath resided there a
great part of this yeare ; and some other part thereof resided at his house
in Lancashire, partly that he might y* better attend his Majestie’s service
in y* sequestration of Whalley tithes, being neer unto it, and partly
because the infeccion of y¢ small packs hath dangerously raigned in
Chaster (and yet doth continee there), insomuch as many have lyen
sick thereof even at y© gates into his house, 50 as he could not w't safetie
goe in.  And, in ¥* regard, he craveth libertie to discontinue thence for
a while, till he may wout danger bring his family thither.

3.*For setling questions in difference. It is observed,

4. For the solemnity of Ordinacions. 11 i3 observed accordingly.

5. Concerning Lecturers. They now generally conforme, and such
w5 have not are expelled y* Dioces upon presentment brought against
them.

6. For countenancing Orthodox Divines. He hath ever done it,
unless they prove scandalous in conversacion.

2. For chaplains kept by men not qualified by law. He knoweth
none,

bt whahr 8. For frequenting Divine service, He hath dope his best endeavor
fr i pevformed to see it performed.
prRH i 9. For making leasez It {3 for his part only observed. And for
selling of woods, he hath none to sell

16. For making leases for z1'is yeares, & not for lives. He hath made
ne lease for lives since he first received his majestie’s 1Fes in y* behalf,

11. Touching Benefices in dommendam, not to be passed over to
others, It is performed accordingly.

ta, For giving notice of any notable accident in y* church. It shall
be done ag occasion serves,

13. For certificate to y* Metrapolitane by y* 1oth of December. This
will shew the performance.”

The last statement shews that the certificate of the bishop of
Chester was sent in to the archbishop before roth Decernber,

1 The marginal annotalion is in the sutogeaph of the King,
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1635, but that it was not forwarded to the King at once, as is
thus explained by the archbishop, who says: “I have deflferred
the presenting of this certificate to your gratious majestie longer
then I should have done, in expectacion of my Brethren, ye
Bishops of Durham and the Isle of Man their certificates, which
I have not received : rather adventuring to take y* blame upon
myself then that I would seem to informe of their negligence.”
To which is affixed the King’s annotation, * [ like your diligence,
but they wust be cheked for their siakness” The Report is
docketed * January 1635{6] Lo: Archbishop of Yorke—eer.
tificate" ¥

In the spring of the year 1636 the bishop received fromdLord
Wentworth the following letter, endorsed * lfe of L: Deputy
Wentworth about his coming over to England 22 Ap, 1636";

* My very good Lord

You are still pleased to remember me and expresse your Lo respectts
unto me, [or wb I wishe I weare able to returne you any valuable service.

Since cut of your curtesye I have wb soe much kindnesse the choise
of yo Lo house for my Lodging at Chester, I doe very thankilly
accept of it and willbe beld to trouble you during my short stay ther,
wet God willing shallbe but one nighte, it beeing more then Highe time
I were at London, regarde had t¢ my private affaires,

The certzinty of my cumming [ cannot precisely appointe, in regarde
it depends not only upon the affaires here 1o be first settled, but that a
winde allsoe must be exspected when it pleaseth God to send it, and
therfore 1 doe most humbly beseeche you to make noe other provision
for me then your gwne diett, wet I am sure willbe good enough for me,
but in the negative T am able to say it will not be possible for me to
shire henee tll munday cum seavennight at soonest,

Lastly amongst zll thes incertaintyes I am yet able in all certainty to
rezolve your Lo most fully and most truly that [ am

yo& Lo most faithfull humble servant
WENTWORTH.?
Duklin this present Friday in Easter weeke, 1636."

' Poblic Record Office, State Papers, Domestic Seriea, Charles L, vol ecexil.,
Ho, 84,
* Family Evidences.
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That this visit came off, and a second alse on his return
journey, appears from a letter oi thanks ior his entertainment
which Lord Wentworth wrote to the bishop from Dublin in the
January of the following year [1636-7].t

Omn z5th May, 1634, the bishop records the death of his loving
and faithful wife after a long iliness, which she bore with ex-
emplary patience. She had borne him Afteen children, of whom
bue five survived her Mrs. Bridgeman died at Chester, and was
buried 3oth May in the cathedral " under the arch between the
twa highest pillars at the East end of the church on the South
side above the Quire next t¢ the old Consistory, which is now
calledsour Ladye's chapel”2

He says that ” Dorcas like she caused 30 poor old women to
be clothed in black gowns & linen kerchiefs ; all which went so
¢lad before her herse at the funerall, also 20 gentlemen in black
cloth, viz. my sons Orlando & Henry {(but they came home after);
only at the funeral were present in black gowns Dove, & John
(son to Orlandeo), Dr. Snel, my cosen Charles Jones, chaplen,
Mr. Wm. Bispham, Mr. Essex Clark, prebendary, Mr. Cony, the
preacher, &c.; and in mourning clokes 11 more viz. my sons
James & Richard, Mr. Clark, physician, Edward Russel, Law-
rence Booth, Thomas Wasse, George Croston, Win. Tempest,
Tho, Guest, Peter Stringer, John .. ... ; WOmen Inourners,
Dove’s wife, my sister Snel, Eliz; Bispham, Ruth Clark, Mrs.
Ambrose, Mrs. Townly, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Elianor Dumbel, &
4 other women servants in gowns ; & porter, cooks &e, in black
moucning coats.”3  The whole cost of the fureral came to about
#7300, The grave was “a vault being walled therein & planked
over her to bear up the earth over the coffin with rest.”

In this same year he consecrated the little chapel at Great
Lever, which was dedicated to the Holy Trinity4 There was
an inventory of goods at Lever Hall taken in that year, and the
following are given as the contents of the chapel, viz.: “A Square

! Family Evidences. * [Hd, 1 Jhid,
¢ Noritia Cetriensis, vol, il p. o7
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Table at the upper end, a carpett of greene cloth, 1 greene velvett
cushion with 4 silke bobs, one faire Bible claspd and leaves guilt,
3 faire cdion [prayer] Bockes clasped. six p'alters, six sett yuis-
hones, one ould greene quishon to kneel on, two litle longe formes
or foote stooles, two other lesse foote stooles, wainscot forms
round aboute it"! In the year 1788 Dorning Rowbotham, Esq.,
in speaking of Great Lever, says: © There is yet a decent domestic
chapel, of which no use is now made, but in which before the 20th
of his late majesty [George I1.] marriages were solemnized. At
the end, opposite to the Altar, to which there is an ascent of two
steps, there is 2 gallery, formerly for the use of the family, and a
bench runs round the chapel below, as I imagine, for that of the
tenznts and servants, It is nine yards long and six broad"2
The Rev. Thomas Loxham, vicar of Great Lever, says that an
old woman, who died in 1866, aged 86, and who had lived on the
premises in her eatly years, told hitn she remembered it as having
a pulpit standing at the 5.E. corner and a small table under the
cast window—"a neat Table with twisted legs;” benches were
attached to the three walls, and there was a gailery at the west
end, having an caken panel in front ; there were also remains
of stained glass in the three windows?

In Januwary, 1636-7, bishop Bridgeman was able to report that
he had carried out the work begun at the archbishop's metto-
political visitation and brought most of the churches in his
diocese to uniformity and decency, whereson the laity had cheer-
fully bestowed many thousand pounds4 He had shewn a good
example himself by restoring his own churches at Wigan and

1 A5, Inveorory imter Family Evidences.

* Nolitiy Certrirmyér, vol. il p. 9.

1 This chapel waa sobsequently nsed sz & washhoose, &c., until, after many yeurs
of desecration, the lnte Mr. Piggot, Lord Bradford's agent, had it restered. 1t was
opened 13 & duy and Sunday school in 18532, and so eoofinued uptil the new schools
were opened in 1862 The last time the chapel was used for public worship was in
1580, when Divine sezvice was held there on several Sunday evenings while the chorch
g wiler Tephir.

4 State Papers, Dromestic Serimn, Charles 1. e grmo,
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Bangor, and by what he had done at the cathedral church, Lever
chapel, &c.; and the letters, still extant, which he received from
the Earl of Bridgewater, Lord Strange, Lord and Lady Chel-
mandeley, Lady Kilmorey, and other influential persons in the
diocese, on matters connected with the church, prove that his
zeal in promoting ecclesiastical reformation and his courtesy In
dealing with the influential laity in his diocese were appreciated
by them, and made them willing to accede to his wishes as far
as they could.

A letter he received from the bishop of Derry about this time
points to bishop Bramhall as one of his friends, and is further
interesting as shewing how a bishop’s blessing was sought and
valued by the laity of those days., It runs as follows:

" Right Reverend my honoured Lord

No man rejoiceth more to beare of your Lorshippe's health and
prosperity then my self, and haveing so fitt an oppottunity I could not
slippe it to give your Lordshipp notice of my returne to Dubline, where T
shall be ready the greatest part of this next yeare to doe your Lonlshippe
service by exerntinge such commands as you are plessed to impose upon
me. My Lond, this gentlernan, 8¢ Beverley Neweomnb," had 3o good
success after your last benediction, that he seels againe purposely to have
your hands imposed once more upen him.  Se % my humble respects
to your lordshippe I remaine

your I_nrdshippe's lewing brother
and faithfull serraunte
Dubl; Jan. arth, ré36[7]. Jou: Derens:s.'s

* Sir Beverley Mewcomb (Newcomen) was eldest son of Sic Robert Newcomen,
frst baroncl, by Catherine, davghter of Sir Thormas Molyneur, chancellor of the Irish
Exchequer to QJueen Elizabeth, Sir Beeerley married Mrrgaret, daughter of Sir
Williara Usher {a near relative of the Primate Usher). He commande=d * The
Swallow " man-nf-war, and ws drowned st Passage nesr Waterford with his ooly
son Arthur, 20th August, 1637 (ex inll Rev. W, Reynell),

* Family Evidences. John Bramball, son of Peter Bramhall, of Carleton, neat
Pontefract, descended from s Cheshire lamily of that name, held 1 prebend in York
calhedral and the sub-deanery of Ripon; but msigning bl English preferments he
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A few days later he received a letter from archbishop Laud,
dated at Lambeth, 24th January, 1636(7], and signed " W.
Cantuar.”, in which he says: * Your LoP is to take notice that
the ffast is left of here by his Ma%" command, and you are to
sec the like done in your Diocese, if it be not ended allready.”
In this letter he desires him to enter a caweaf hy the King's
command that no clerk should be admitted to Standish rectory
in prejudice of his Majesty’s title thereto ; the incumbent of which
is believed to be yet living, but a very old man.!

In February, 1636-7, bishep Bridgeman entered into 2 contract
with some Wigan colliers to work his pits at Farnworth, of which
the following i3 a copy:

% dpud Lever flebruary the thinteenth A° 16536, It is agreed between
John Lord BP of Chester and Hugh Bradley, of Aspull, Humfrey Gregson,
Robt Burges, and Rob* Harp, of Wigan, colers; who do all and every of
them covenant wib the said Lod B, ta digg in his pitta at ffameworth cole
and canmnell all this yeare ensuing, begioning on § Mathias eve next, and
ending that day twele moneth. And they are to have for every quarter
of eole or cannell wh they digg and gett npp eight pennes a quarter, and
nothing more either for candles, flireing, tooles, gratnities or anie other
thing or payrent. Ouly because the worke is now hard and treublesome
in one of the pitts, wherein they are presently to worke, they hope his LoP
will give them somewhat of his free guifte for these three nert weeks ;
but they will stand to his crrtesie therein ; and do covenant w' him to
worke as afforesd, for eight pennce each guarter and no more for these
twrelfe monthes next ensueing.  And they covenant w' him to worke the
wuorke substantially, fairly, justly and honestly as may bee best For the
safetie and upholding of the Mines and mest for the p'fitt of the 3¢ lod B?
and his assignees.

went over 10 Ireland ay chaplain to the Lord Deputy Wentworth in July, 1633
He way soon alterwards made Archdescon of Mewh wnd Treasurer of Christ's
Church, Dublin. He was consecrated bishop of Derry in the Castle Chapel, Dublim,
7th May, 1634  DLuring the lime of the Rebellion he retired to the Continent,
hot retnened to leeland on the Resteration of Charles 1., and was made archbishop
af Armagh in aGéo,

* Family Evidences

3F
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In witnesss whereof they have hereunto set their hands
Je: Cestrien.

Sign',
Hugums + Bradley.
Hmn.frey + Gmgsun.
Robt En'ﬂm'gu.

Robt ﬁnHm’p
Md in part of payment they have recesved each one half s crowne
#n loio 105. The lof® Br doth p'mise to build them upp s Hovell this
sum’, and they p'mise to bring their bellowes, and sharpen their owne
togles; The lod BP also p'mised to find them baskeis & ropes, but no-
thing els, and they to fynd Draw™ and all other thinges.
In p'sence of Law, Booth,
Tho. Wasse.
Deodntus Paulett.
A sign Richardi Booth.™*
About this time he received a letter from Lord Newburgh,
chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, dated from the " Dutchy
House, 27 Febr, 1636, in which he encloses one to his vice-
chancellor, desiring him to put into the commission of the peace,
before the next assizes, the following persoss; namely, Dr. Main-
waring, chancellar of the diocese of Chester, on whose behalf the
bishop had made application, and the bishop's own son [Mr.
Orlando Bridgeman], conceming whom Lord Newburgh tells
him that, besides the assurance he had received from the bishop
himself, he finds him to be of “so good estimation with my lord
archbishop and my Lord Keeper that I make no question he
will be a fit instrument hoth for his Majesty’s service and the
county’s.” 2z
On 23rd March, 16367, John Rigby, joiner, came from Wigan
to Chester desiring to become the bishop's tenant-at-will of the
shop adjoining the Eagle inn, Wigan, for which he agreed to pay
a yearly rent of 6s. 84. and to keep it in repair.3

' Family Evidences * Iud 1 Wigan Leger, fol. 18K


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 309

In July, 1637, the bishop interested himself in successfully
promoting a petition of the inhabitants of Wigan to omit the
name of the town from the ship money writ, the number of the
poor being so great, and the making of pots and pans in the
town enly providing small maintenance for the people.t

In this year the bishop had another heavy tral in the pre-
mature death of his second surviving son, Dove Bridgeman,
rector of Barrow and Tattenhall, and a prebendary of Chester
cathedral, who died of fever at Chester on 17th September, 1637.2

Laud bad more than ance commended his own kinsman Dr,
Edward Moreton to the care and favour of the bishop of Chester,

1 State Papers, Dom. Sedes, Chades 1. rod axas.

1 Dove Briggeman was bom at Pelerborough, 203t March, 1Sog=10,, and namsd
after his godfather Thomas Dove, bishop of Pelerborongh,  He went up to Magdalen
College, Cambridge, in 1624, 2nd, being originally intended for the law, he was en-
tered o student of the common law at Gray's Inn in 1627, where he continued till
January, 1429, and then travelled beyond the zex with Sir Robert Car {afterwardsy
Enrl of Ancram), ambassador to the King of Bobermine He was made Manter of Arts
at Cambridge, t3th June, 1631, and admitted w0 an o samalow degres a1 Oulerd
o the 215t of the same month. Hawing received holy crders he was collated
ta o prebend at Chester, 3rd Octeber, 1634 [in the place of Williamn Bispham who
was yemaved io angther Stall), and became tector of Harrow and of Tatteshall, in
the county of Chester, in 1635. Lwve Bridgeman is spoken of a5 a young man of preat
promiite ; bul his career was cut short by a burning fever, of which he died on 17th
Scpleinbet, 1837, and was buried in his mother's grave in Chesies Cathedral shave
the choir.  He was married 17th October, 1633, in the chapel of Lhe bishop's Palacs,
Chester, by archdeacon Snell, to Frances Benoet, by whom he had, with a younger
son Francis, born at Chester, 215t August, 1637, who died in Septernber of the follow-
ing year, an only survinng son Charles Bridgerman, bom st July, 1635, in Mo
Prebemdary Essex Clark™s hoose in the Abbey Court, Chester, who was edurated at
Quecn’s College, Guford, where he touk his degree of bachelor of Aria 11th July, 1659
He aflerwards became archdeacon of Richmand, to which he waz collated 10th June,
e664.  Wood says Lhat his breeding in grammar and trivial lesrping had been ot
Harlem beyond the seas, where under his oame was poblished in 453 *' Carmen
comera procipug Aufus recwdf vitfa,”™  He died pnmarried 26th November, 1678, and
was buried in the chapel of Queen's College, Oxlord, where thers &3 the following lo-
acription to his memory ; " Sué spe redfitus ad vifam Carsii Bridprman A, Magiird
Novembeiz, 3 Anme Dai 1578, Denati Refiguie infra reponeniur.”  Eisthop Bridge-
man and his son Orlands settled a joitlore of £80 pdr anerm upan Dove Bridgeman's
widow, wha alterwardy masricd Dr, Jobo Hacket, bighop of Lichfield.
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and begged him to find some preferment for him, if he could,
in his own diocese. The bishop therefore offered to collate Dr.
Moreton to the preferments which were vacated by the death
of his son, two of which were at that time in his patronage.
The following letter expresses the archbishop’s thanks for the

offer, which was gratefully accepted :
*8a:in Cho
Mye verye good L:

I thanke you hartelye for yor Leters of Sepleb: a3 ; and though a faire
oppertunitye be offered for Dr. Morton, yett I am hartelye sorye for the
death of yo* Sonne, & T would rather have had anye other opportunitye
then one soe cansed,  PBut wee are all in the hands of God, & since it
hath plessed hime te take yo© sonne to himselfe I doe with ]l love &
hindnes accept yof offer for Dr. Morton, whoe T hope will shewe himselfe
a dewrtifull ma to your Lp: & a regular mi in ¥* church. I have nowe
sent hime yo' Lp's leter, & required hime to attend you, & to be mled bye
you accordinge to these my leters, w I praye yo© L: to shewe hime, that
he maye see howe carefull both of us ar for his good.

Mye L: 1 am cleare of opinion that it will be best far . Morten to
take y* prebend & y* parsonedge of Barrow; and to exchange the bene-
fice he nowe hath for Tatnall, though the lease of it come not out these
fower yrares; that soe his means maye lye round togeather, & then he
maye the better expact some thinge of better value, as it shall please Giod
to give a faire oppertunitye.  And I hope I shall satisiye mye Lord Keep
that Mr. Guad maye have y w2 D. Morton leaves, If you goe on In this
waye Dr. Morton must have a dispensatia web shall be granted hime for
the holdinge of two livings soe soone as I heare web ar the two he pitches
on.

‘That you pass bye yor sonne in Oxford for mye sake to accofiodst Dr.
Morten I must & doe take for a great obligation from you, & doe farther
assure you that if God lend me life yor sonne shall be noe looser bye it.
Soe in great hast [ leave yof L.; to Grod's blessed protection 3 rest

¥of Lps verye lovinge freind & Brother
Crayd® Septe® 26, 1637. W. CanT.

If you had putt of Bangor Mon: te yo© senne as you desired, wheare
had it now bine ¥
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I am hartelye glad to see yo© sonne Orlando ; he is much better since
his cominge up, & came to me to Croyden”®

In this year the bishop apprenticed his youngest son, Richard
Bridgeman,2 to Mr. Robert Masters, merchant in London, for
which he paid a fee of £100 and agresd to pay £20 more when
he should be employed beyond the seas,

Ancther letter of Laud's tells the bishop about the death of a
horse he had received from him as a present a jew years before ;

*E in Xpo
My very good L4,

I am heartily glad to heare of your health & 10 see your sonne safely
returned hither, and very glad also to see by him that the place w he
hath gotten in those parts gives him s¢ wouch content, I heartity pray
your L? to be confident that in whatsoever I may farther sérve him, or
yourselle, noe man shall be more ready then I shall bee

My Lo: 'tis true I had a mischance wt the horse web, I thank yer,
you sent mee about three ysares since. But I did not thinke either
your 1LP or your seone should bhave knowne itt  The truth is hee was
lost in the sleepie disease, and I was Like to have lost two or three more

" Family Evideoces

* Richard Bridgeroan, youngest surviving son of the bishop, becanwe w merchant at
Amsterrdam.  He wferwardysettled at Coombes hall in Suffolk, By his wife Catherine,
dayghter of My, Watson, an English merchant at Amyterdam, he had issne » daughter,
Elialweih, married to Jeha Daove, Esq., surveyor of the custoins, and one son, William
Bridgeman, of Westminster, Esq., sometime secretary to lhe Admiralty, and ooe of the
cletks of the Priory Council, whose death is thos mentiened in Evelyn's Diery, May ¥,
160 : **Mr. Bridgeman, choirman of the committes for the benefit of Greenwich
Hoapltal died ; o great lpsa to it Hie wos clezk of the cooncil, » very industrions use-
ful man.” Haz was avidently o Ciend of Evelyn's, whe mentions having entertained
him at dinner with Lord Halifax, Sir Thomas Meeres, Sir John Cliyton and other,
He says that ** Mrs. Bridgeman, his wife, was an extragrdinary Ane performer on the
gultae.” This lady, whose name was Diana, was daughter of Peter Vernatti, an Italisn
geutleman, and niece of 5ir Philibert Yernatti, of Carleten, co. York, knight, created
n baroset of N5, in 1634 (Aerald and Gensalegist, vol, v. p. 146 Ge ) She wna
turied 10th December, 1707, They bad fssue & son Orlanda Bridgeman, of Coombes
kall, Esy., whe married and had issue, and a daughter Catherine, whe, sorviving her
brothe:'s children, succeeded to Coombes hadl and his cther estates.  She ramisd ber
second coasin Orinndo Bridgetnan, Esq., younger son of 5ir John Bridgeman of Caslle
Bromwich, and died without surviving issue.
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w't him. And now I thank your L? you have supplyed me wtb another,
and, as your sonne tells me, of the same sire. [ can but thanke you; &
the horse lookes extreamly well When T have tryed him I am sore T
shall give you more thankes, because my groome w™ hath rid him tells
me his pace is good and the horse himselfe is easily borne. I see your
Lr is resolved that I shell neither look into my stable, nor ride upon the
way, but you will give mee occasion to remember your kindnes, w, if it
please God I live, [ will remember either in yorselfe or your sonne.  So
to God's blessed p'tection I leave you & rest
your L™ very loving frend and Brother
Croyden, Aug: 27, 1633, W, Caur.™

The lotlowing letter relating to the rectory of Heysham, in the
deanery of Kendal and county of Lancaster, gives an instance of
the way in which King Charles laid ¢laim to the advowsans of
churches whenever the patronage seemed to be at all doubtful :

S, in Xp
My very good 14, Fo:

I understend by your Lefs that the parson of Hysham i3 now dead ;
and that one Chrafer Parkingon and 5 Paul Attlewcod bave tenterd
p'sentacons & clerkes to your Le; but certainly neither of them can
have any ghew of title. For when those lands and patronages went out
of the crowne to Harrington (as far as T remember) they descended fairy
upon the Lo: Morley, save only that it was not discover'd till now that
the heyre male fayled. And certayne it is that the land, & patronage
w' it, of w* Hysham is one, upon that failer are to returne to y* Crowne,
w? is the titte His Mat® now layes to it.

Concerning institubon I know not what a jurie will doe in this case ;
nor what favour it will shew to them wt {for ought | know} are in posses-
gion. Therefare upon the whole maiter [ would thinke it y* safest way
for your I7 10 institute y* King's clerke. And then if the rest have any
minde to the Law there they may try their title.  But, as I am informed,
the thing iz found very cleare for the King, and (he partyes concerned
about to compound ; but with the exception of the guift of the Rectoryes,
w* makes me the more carefull not to leose this opportunity.

! Family Evideness,
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If your L» have any faire opportunity of a carryer, or other messenger,
you shall doe well {0 signifie thus much to my L4 Yorke, and so will T
from hence ; that so nothing may be done thers ag* the King's right,
And in the meane tyme I'le send you y* King's clerke w® 23 much speed
as I can. So I leave you to God & rest

your L loving Friend & Brother -

Croyden Aug. y* last, 1638. W. Cant.”
Lo. Bishop of Chester.”

Ever since bishop Bridgeman’s appointment to the see of
Chester the episcopal palace had been very unhealthy as a
residence, the chief cause of which appears to have been the
unworthy uses to which the adjoining property of the dean and
chapter were applied. For long the bishop tried to get the
nuisance remedied by appeals te the dean and chapter, tut
without success. At length he complained of the abuse to arch-
bishop Laud, by whose means he accomplished his purpase.
Laud's position at this time was a peculiar one, From the first ac-
cession of Charles 1. he exercised an influence over the King,
being then bishop of 5t. David's, and subsequently bishop of Bath
and Wells. When he was made bishop of London, in 1628, his
influence became greater; and after the death of Buckingham,
in 1629, he was made the King's chief adviser; sothat when he
succeeded George Abbotas archhishop of Canterbury, in 1633,
he practically had the government of the church of England in
his own hands, which he exercised to a considerable extent in
the Northern as well as the Southern Province,

At the present time we can hardly realize the high position
cecupied by an archbishop of Canterbury in those days. As
lord primate he was, next to royalty, the first peer of the realm ;
but in Laud's case the position was still higher as prime minister
or chief counsellor of the King. English nobles and foreign
ministers paid their court te him at Lambeth. The interfor
courts of his palace there were filled with men-at-arms and
horsemen ; and while helding a &oée, or granting an intervicw,

* Family Evidences,
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the archbishop held a court second only in prandeur to that of
the King? This was a matter of customary state which he could
not dispense with ; and we find him now addressed by his friends
Lord Wentworth and others with more ceremony than before in
deference to hisincreased rank. But his manner was not changed
tohis friends, by whom he seems tohave made himself both beloved
and respected, and his private letters, though somewhat more
autheritative in language, especially when communicating the
King's injunctions, breathe the same loving and friendly spirit
as ever. Whatever may have been his faults as a statesman
{and he was not the only one whe could not read the signs of
the times), Laud did more towards the restoration of churches
and putting down of abuses than any primate before or after him,

In writing to bishop Bridgeman, frum Lambeth, 2gth October,
1638, about certain maiters on which he had haped to give him
some luller advice, he concludes by saying ; “ But since as vet 1
cannot, I thought it not fit to defer the other Busines any longer,
concerning your quadrangle or Abbey-court, & the Brewhouse,
& Maulthouse there. 1 bave, as you desird me, written my
Le'rs, by the King's command, to the Dean and Chapter there ;
wh are here inclosed ; and I pray deliver them. T have like-
wise sent your selfe & copie, that you may sce what I have
written ; and I hope they will obay itt. If they doe not, I
promise you they shall smart for it. 5o in great hast I leave
you to God's blessed Protection and rest,” &c.

The letter inclosed is as follows:

" After my hearty commend ; &e

T am infermed that in your Quadrangle, or Abbey-Court at Chester,
wherein my L. y= B¢ of Chester’s house & your cwne houses stand, the
Bps House 1akes up one side of the Quadrangle ; and that another side
hath in it the Dean's house and some Buildings for singing men ; that
the third side hath in it one Prebend’s house only, and the rest is turned
to a Malt house; and that y* fourth side {where y* Grammar School
stood} iz tumed to 2 common Brewhouse, & was Jett into lives by yor

* Hoak's Liver of the Archbishops of Camiordury, New Serles, vol. vi. p. 227,
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unworthy Predecessors. This Malt house and Brew house, but the
Brew houge especially, must needs, by noise and smoke and filth, in-
finitely annoy bhoth my Eo: y* B™ house and your owne. And I doe much
wondcr that any men of ordinary discretion should for a little tifling
gayoe bring such a mischiefe (for lesse it is not) vpen the place of their
owne Dwelling. But hitherto this concernes your Predecessers, and not
your selves. That wet followes will appeare to be your owne fault. Fornot
leng since y= Brewer dyed ; and though y* King's Le'rs were then come
downe unta you to forbid letting into lives, yet you did renew it agen
inta three lives for & poare summe of £30. This was very ill done,
and should his Ma” be made acquainted w it you would not be zble
to answar it. Now I heare y* Brewer's wife is dead, and you have given
mee czuse to feare thar you will fill up y° Lease againe with another life.
And then there will be noe end of this mischiefe. I have therefore
taken a =peciall occasion to moove his Ma' in this p'tcular, And his
Ma® bath required mee to lay his commands upon you (w™ now T doe
by these p'sents} that neither you nor anie of your successors doe p'sume
1o let anje p* of that court to anie other then some of the Frebends, or
other necessary members of the Church,  And that now for the p'sent
you renew neither tarme of life, nor terme of yeares, either to the Brewer
or Maltster, but that you suffer them to weare gut that terme which they
have, and then reserve the place and houseing for the use afore said.
And you are farther, by the same command of his Ma"*, to register thess
Letters, that so your successors may know what they have to doe in this
p'ticular. And in all this I require yaur Obedisnce in his Mav= Name,
as you will answer it at your p'ill. So I leave you &c.”*

On the back of this letter the bishop has written “1 dd. the
Arch Br of Cant. his Ife (whereol this is the copy) to dean Malory,
Mr. Ley, M:. Bispham, & Me. Clark, p'bends, Monday, 26th Nov-
ember, 1638, for their consent 2 days befor their audit & till then
they had not a number to make a chapter. I dd. to them in
p'sence of Dr. Mainwaring chancelor in the pallace.”

His letter of thanks to the archbishop for his services in the
matter, dated froma Chester, 1st December, 1638, is preserved
among the State Papers, and runs as follows :

' Fatlly Evidences,
16
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“Most humble duty remembered  May it please your Grace, I
have delivered your letter to our dean & chapter forbidding them here-
after to let any part of the Abbey Court, in which the houses of the
bishop and the dean and cther churchmen do stand, nnta a common
brewer and malstet, as this dean and prebendaries had formerly done.
I owe you for this as much as my health and perhaps my life comes to.
For truly ever $inee my being bishop of this see, which is now almost 2o
years, | have scarce had a2 month’s health together whilst T lived at
Chester, by means of the smoke & other annoyances which came
thereby. And now, though I am most unwilling to trouble your weighty
employments at this time, vet I hope it will not offend you, if once more
I crave your Graces adviee in a business which more nearly concerns
the publique. The Mayor of Chester and his brethren have discon-
tinued from our cathedral service about 12 years together till this last
year, when an ingenuows merchant, who had sometime been a chonister
and grammar scholar of our church, broke that schism, and cme dili-
gently to our Quire at the beginning of service every Sunday, & there
continued reverently oll service & sermon were fully ended. But he
sat in the aeat on the South side of the Quire door over against the
dean's seat, se oft as he came to the Quire, as all his predecessors {for
ought I can learn} have always done without interruption and ever
since the erection of gur cathedral, the prebendaries sitting, half of
them next the dean, & the other half next the Mayor on the other side,
and after them the aldermen and other pentlemen.  But on a sudden
our dean (aithough be have no ecelesiastical jurisdiction} yet without
my consent and the votes of his brethren, commanded the subrsextons
to keep the Mayor gut of that seat, whereupon he & his successor have
since abandoned our Quire service and sermons, 50 35 we shall have
scarce five lay persons present besides the consistory and my family,
whereas formerly the whole city came to it. It i3 such an unseasanable
quarrel for these times (and, as I hear, is taken notice of in Scotland)
as, if I may deliver my thoughts, I would have it sopited, at least till
the Scottish business be abated  And then afterwards, I doubt not but
one word from the higher powers will reduce them to obedicace, as
shall be thought At.  And therefore, not to trouble his Majesty, or the
State, with the notice thereod, if you thought fit te write to me a private
letter signifying that you hold it meet that the Mayor shall sit as his
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predecessors have ever done since they came to our Quire service, until,
upon kearing of both sides, other order be taken, or if you please to
command me, upon my petil or pain of censure, to see things ordered
as may, in most likelihood, prevent wimule or eonfusion, [ will be
accountable unto you herein, whensoever you shall please to call me to
it. My aim is only to cast water on that fire which is already kindled,
or leastwise that nong may get a stick from this place to increase the
flame, our citizens being already too sensible of that punishment which
they justly and lately received for Prynne's entertainment.”*

To this letter the bishop received the following reply from
archbishop Land ;

"5 in Xpo
My very good La:

Aboute a moath since I receaved a L¥fe from your Deane. In web I
finde he i3 somewhat sensible of the losse yt will come fi. the Prohibition
sent in his Ma¥ Name to command y* not renewing of Leases into
Lives, and pticularly ¥* not letting of anie p* of the close at Chester to
Brewet or Malster.  But yet he promises all obedience, and ¥ hope will
performe itt.  And If your 1¢ gaine anie Health and content™ by itt I
shall be heznily glad to have beene an Instrument in procuriog itt I
hope the Deane takes noe inward pett at this, nor labors to distemper
the goverment there, or cast a Bone between y= church and ¥* citty,
thereby to discontent you.  For if F should finde this he should heare
of me in another way. ¥et I must confesse I am afraid there is some-
thing that makes the man forward. And that he should doe it at this
tyme, & by such meane Instruments as sub-sextons, and that after a
Discreete Major had brought the Citty to the Cathedrall agen after a
long discontinuance from it, and especialiy wt'out g0 much a8 acquaint-
ing your Lr wib i, seemes to me full of Indiscretion,

My Lo: you know I have not Jurisdiction there. And yet rather
then I would suffer anie Diistemper to increase I have made bold privatly
1o acquaint his Matr wib it ; whao iz not well pleased wtb the Action,
especially att this tyme; and hath therefore commanded me to write
unto you, that you forth™® speake b the Deang, as also w't the Major
and his Brethren that this Difference b composed ; and that the Major

¢ Cal. Stale Papers, Dom. Ser., 1638, 1630, p. 141, vol. cocow 5
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be suffered te sitt quietly io the seate where (yor 1? sayes} he was
anciently wont to itk Ag™ we® if the Deane have anie just exception
there may be a better tyme hereafter to have it heard then now. And 1
doubt not but I shall prevayle wb his Ma'i* to give itt 2 Hearing hereafter,
if there shall be just cause for itt, when tyme shall serve,

Yett this T ghall take the Boldnes to advise your L7, that since for y*
more speedy Laying this Busines aslsepe you have been pleased to use
e, rather than your owne Metropolitan, I would have you carry ilt ag
tenderly as possibly you can.  And if you can by atiy good meanes of
your owne make an end of itt, I shall not connsell you to use His Maties
Name. Butif you see it will not otherwise be setiled you may then take
and vss all the Power that these Lfes give you.  But then I would have
you p'sently acquaint my Lo: of Yorke wt ith, that he may know what
Necessity putt you apon Calling for his Ma™ power and that you used
my assistance in obtayning itt, Your sonne will acquainte you wit all
things els.  So to God’s biessed p'teccen 1 leave you and rest

yo' L very Loving friend & Brother
Lambeth, Decemb. 20th, 1638. W. Canr."t

Lord Strange, in a letter of yth November, 1638, alludes to a
noble entertainment he had lately received from the bishop in
his house at Chester, and begs him to send by the bearer a
present he had received from him, which he prizes highly, and
which had been accidentally left behind when he came away
from Chestera This present was 2 book of printed pictures,
entitled Vemationes ferarum, avium, piscium, &c.

At the beginning of the following year the King and his
adwisers, alarmed by the bold and refractory carriage of the
Scottish Covenanters, deemed it hecessary to make preparations
for war. An order of the King in council was therefore made
on 27th January, 1638-9, commanding a writ to be sent to the
great landowners throughout the country, and among cthers to
the bishop of Chester, ordering them to dwell upon their lands
with their families for defence of the same, and to resist the
malice of the King's enemies and rebels, if they shall presume

' Fumily Evidences., LI
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to enter therein, and conctuding with these words: “We com-
mand you, therefore, that, all excuses set apart, youn repair to
yvour lands in the said county, 5o that yon be there on the 1st
March next at the latest, with your family and retainers, well
arranged and with competent arms, and that you continue there
until you hear the contrary from us. In default whereof we
shall take the said lands into our hands, and shall cause to be
found, out of the profits thereof, persons sufficient for their safe
custody.”1

Two days later, with the object of raising a subsidy from the
clergy for the same purpose, the following order in council was
made:

“ At Whitehall y* zgth of January, 1638 [9]: It was this day crdered
by his Bat* sitting in Counsell that the Lords Archbishaps of Canter-
bury and Yorke their Graces should be hereby required and commanded
to write their Ifes to all the Lords Bishops, in their severall provinces
respectively, forthwt™ to convene before them all the clergie of ability in
theire Bioceses, and to invite them, by such waies and meanes as shall
be thought best by theire Lore, to aide and assist his Mad= with their
speedy and liberall contributions, or otherwise, for defence of his Royall
Person and of this kingdom against the seditious attempts of seme in
Scotland. And that the same be sent to the Lord Treasurer of England
with all diligence,

(Sealed with the seal of that beard, and subscribed)

Tho : Coventry, C.5. Guil : Londen. Manchester
Lenox. Lindsey Arundell & Surrey.  Dlorsett
Pembroke & Montgomery Holland. fira ; Cottington.

H. Fane. J. Coke. firan : Windebanke.™

In pursuance of which order the bishop of Chester received
the following letter from the archbishop of Yerk:
% Salutem in Xpo.
My very good Lord,
I have received an order from the Lords of his Mati*s most honoralile
privy Counsell giving mee notice of the great preparations made by some

1 Cal State Papers, Domestic Series, 16389 vol, cocex, No. 51
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in Scotland both of armes and other necessaryes for warre; and that
this can have noe other end then to invade or annoy this his Mates
kingdome of England, ffor his Ma‘®, haveing a good while since most
gratiously yeilded to theire demandes for secuning the religion by law
established amongst them, hath maide it appeare to the world that it is
not religion but sedition that stirres in them and flls them with this
most irreligious disobedience, web at last breakes forth into a high degree
of trezson against theire Jawlull Soveraigne,

In this ease of soe great danger both to the State and Church of
England your Lore, I doubt not, and your clergy under you, will ot only
be vigilant agaynst the close working of any pretenders in that kinde,
but very iree alsce, to your power and proportion of meanes left to the
church, te contribute towards the raising of such an army as, by God's
blessing and his Mat' care, may secure this church and kingdome from
all intended viclence. And, according to the order sent unto mee by the
Lords {a copy whereof you shall herewith receive), these are to pray your
Lore to give a good example in your owne person, and with all con-
venient speed 1o call your clergy {as well thase which are in peculiars
as others) and excite them, by yourselfe or such commissioners as you
will answere for, to contribute to this great and necessary service, in wb
if they give not a good example they will be much to blame,  But you
are to call noe poor curates, nor such as have scarce wherewith all to live,
but such as in other legzll wayes of payment have been and are by order
of 1aw hound to pay. The proportion I know not well how to preseribe
youy, but I hope they of your clergy whom God hath blessed with better
estates then ordinary will give freely, and thereby helpe the want of
meanes in others  And I hope alsog your Lorship will sog order it ag
that evety man will at the least piva afier the proportion of three shillings
ten pence in the pound of the valuation of his living or other preferment.
And this I thought 6t to let you further knowe that if any men have
double benefices, or a benefice and a prebend, or the like, in divers
dioceses, yet your Lor? must call upon them cnely for such preferments
as they have within your diocesse, and leave them to pay for any other
w they hold to that Bishop in whose diccesse theire other preferments
are.  As for the time, your Lot? must use all the diligence you can, and
send up the moneys, if it be possible, by the first of May next  And
for your indemnity (he Lord Treasurer is comanded to give you such
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discharge by striking a Tallye or Tallyes upon your severall paytaents
intg the Exchequer as shall be fitl to secure you. And of this service
you must not fayle.  Your Lor® must farther be pleased to send up a
list of the names of such as refuse this service within your diocesse, but
I hope none will put you to that trouble. It is expected that your Lor?
and every other Bishop {will send] expresse by itselfe and not in the
generall summe of his clergy, that wet himselfe gives, Soe to God's
blessed protection I leave you and rest
Your Lor® very loving firend and Brother,
tffrom my house at Bishoptharpe E. Epor
ffebruarii g, 1638 [9]

By an advertisement sent to me with the Lords' warrant T am required
10 joine all able schoole masters with y® clergy in this great service, and
to understand those words of sparing such ministers as are scarce able
to live, to be meant by theire Lor™ of poore stipendaries.”

“To the right Reverend flather in God my very good Lo: and
Brother, y* Bishop of Chester, at the pallace at Chester be these wib
spoed.”

This was accompanied by a copy of the order in council and a
private letter from the archbishop in the following terms:

“I pray your Lot? to take notice that this Ife, we 1 now send Lo yow
is the same af verdum wt my Lord of Canterbury hath written to the
Bre of hit province, touching this great service, and sent a copy thereof
te mee, adding in a private lfe—vizt * I am commanded hy order from
the counsell to write my [F5 to the severall Bishops of my provinee, aml
to send your Grace 2 copy of my Ifes, we I have prepared and am ready
to send, that our )fes may not differ in any thing that concerneth the
King's service.'

Upon the perusall of we Ifes I cannot but pray your Lor® sericusly
with mee 1o observe this clause, viz". In this case of sce great danger
both to the state and church of England your Lare, I donbt not, and
your clergy under you, will not cnely be vigilant against the close working
of any pretenders in that kinde, but &e.,” and to consider what iy thereby
required of us if it shall appear that any under us hold correspondency
with any his Mat= rebellicus apposites.

And that you may (a5 I doe) the better perceive what apprehension
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there is of the haynousnes of the predent busines and enterprise in them
that are neerest to his Matis, and may best sound the depth thereof I
impart 1o yow, rud sigiffo, 1his clause of a private 1Te (tom a very honor-
able frend, wiz* * The Scotch buoaines i3 starke nought, and, whatsoever
glosse may be thought to be put upon it, it is growne to be as foule a
treason as ever was hatched in any kingdome. And, if the resolutions
we are yet taken dos not vary, the King will be inpers on at Yorke (God
willing} by the beginning of April with a good army.'

This much I thought pood privately to impart unto yow, w2 1 am
assured yow will take to hart, and will be thereby the more ingited to the
serious transacting of this his Matie service that soe neetly concerneth
his Mate with the safety of this kingdome and chureh of England  To
weh pur indeavors God of his mercy give a happy successe.  .Sic may
Lez; and I rest

yor LorP very loving frend & Brother,
Brthorp 9° februari, 1638, R. Esor

Festseripd.  The valuation to be understood according to the rate in
¥* King's books."*

In the meantime bishop Bridgeman received from Lord
Savage what appears to have been a special appeal for assistance
in raising local troops;

“My Lord. I have receaved IFes from his Ma%e intymateing the
great forces raised by traiterusly affected p'sons in his Kingdome of
Scotland, and of his highnes' respluZon to be at Yo'ke the first of Aprill
next whear he hath comanded me to attend his royall p'son & standard
wtk such florces as my honor & interest to the publique safsty of this
Kingdome obligeth me unto. Now in regard the s'vice is of such
importance and for the comon safety whearin yof Lordship as my seife
is invalved ; and that the suddenes of the s'vice is such as that I cannott
whoub assistance so piectly be p'pared for so important s'vice, yo© Lof
being my noble Avend, and one in whom 1 p'sume to have power, [
have thought fitt tc acquaint yv wi his Ma®™ cofiands te me, and to
desire y Lo assistance to furnish me w™ some foot & horse in redy-
nes [or the s'vice comanded whearin the exp'ssion of yo© noblenes and

! Family Evidencas.
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love I shall make knowne to his Ma™, and shall oblige me uppon all
occagons to retorne my thankfullnes & best respects to yo© LoP, desireing
w all spead possible to receave yor answer and what assistance I may
expect from ¥o,
firodsham Castle yo* Lo affectionate ffrend and servant
flebr. iiij's r638[q] Savacr'™

It does not appear what answer was given by the bishop to
this appeal which will have been made to him in respect of his
temporal posgessions. But for his share of the clerical subsidy
he contributed the sum of £200, the whole contribution from the
clergy of the diocese being £8og 175, 7d.

A few days later he received another letter concerning his pro-
portion of armour for the war:

*“Salutem o Xjo.

My verygood Lord. I have received your IFes of the 13t of this
mongth, aad am glad to heare that you conceive soe good hope of the
clergie's forwardnes to further the service required of them. [ wrote
the last weeke to my Lo; of Canterbury that it was now a dead time
wth many of the clergy that are now to pay theire tenthes, wes few of
them doe pay till they have received their Easter reckonings, and that I
did thinke it might advance his Mat® service if some longer time was
given them for payment then was prefixed : to which metion hee returned
mee this answere, that hee thought it would be well taken to give them,
twoo times of payment if that may indoce them to advance this his
Mat service ; the one presently after Easter, the other about Michael-
thas, w< course | intend to hold, and I presume you may doe the like.
And for your own panticuler, I think you have propounded to your selfe
a geod proportion, beth for contribution in money and furniture of horse
and foote armes.  And I have made the like provision of firniture for
my selfe, for ten horses, 2o musketts and 2o corsletts. I doe not con-
ceive that it is required of you, that you should in person attend his
Mats hecre at Yorke I have not hitherto received any such direction,
and therefare cannot advise you what to doe, either te come or not to
come, but must leave it to your owne discretion.  Nether can I adwise

' Family Evidences,
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you for your sending of those horse and foote armes w™* you provide,
whether to aend them by themselves 1o Yorke or to joine them w the
rest of your county. If I shall receive any further directions from my
Lo : of Canterbury, you shall have notice thereof wth canvenient speed.
In that your Lor® saieth you would doe as 1 doe I lett your Lor? know
that [ meane to contribute in money, besides the horse and foote armes,
three tenthes, besides the charge that may be required of mee towards
the payment of them that shall serve wo my armes, horse and foate ;
w1 doubt will grow to a weekly charge of £ 20 a weeke. As con-
cemming the abuse you write of, of scattering seditious bookes, [ wish some
course were taken to apprehend these wicked instruments, and absoe
those that have received any of those books, And if your Lor® can
thinke of any course, by the authority of the high commissien, to appre-
hend the dispersers & such as have received such bookes, thinke of what
is fitt to be done, and wee shall yeild you all the assistance wee can.

for the Scotch merchants, als pedlars, [ know not what to say to them.
If your neighbours be soe ill advised as to trust them, who can help it?

This is all for the present that I have to trouble your LorP withall,
so¢ with my hearty commendations and thankes for your prayers & kind
wishes to mee I committ you to God and rest

yaur very loving frend and brother,

fiebr. rg, 1638, R. Esor

1 understand by Dr. Wickham y' you required of him to be at y*
calleing of the clergie in your Archdeaconty of Richmond. There is
nol a2 man in your dicces more willing to doe you service then hee is,
essentially jn this his Mat= gervice ; but the truth is, by reason of mine
owne infirmity being unhable to goe my selfe about this his Ma™ service,
I am constrayned to relye upon him for y* doeing of it for mee in sondry
places of this county : besides ¥t hee is to waite as ordinary chaplen, in
Aprill, and, by the imployment that I put him to, hath not time to goe
to his booke for ¥t his Matio service,  And therefare 1 heartily pray your
Lor® to release him of that your command,™?

Abont this time Laud writes to the bishop to inform him that
he has sent him a copy of his new book which he had been
obliged to compile under very trying circumstances. It must

¥ Family Evidences,
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indeed have been very difficnit to find time for writing at this
busy period, while he had to advise the King from day to day
on much more important matters.

*5. in Xpo

My very good Lo .

Your last L¥es were only an accompt that you had settled the Busines
of the Mayor of Chester; and I am very glad *tis all gquiett; and hope
the Deane will have more care to keepe things orderly, and in peace

My Lo: all the occasion I have for writing to you att this tyme i3 to
lett you know thal, to satisfye his Mats* desires, I am once more come
under the Presse; and a Booke I here send you. 1 have been faine to
steale Broken tymss to make itt in.  And therefore if, when you reade
itt, you finde itt & Broken Discourse, you will be the readyer to p'don
both it and mee. And this I assure you, I do not belzeve that ever
anie man was putt upon such a Busines with soe many Busy and In-
terrupted thoughts aboot him.  Well! here you have it; and I am
desirous som friends should see 'itt, since many snemyes will So to
{od's blessed ptection I leave you, and rest

yo© L very Loving friend & Brother,

Lambaoth, febr: zo, 1638-9. W, Cant.t

Lo : Bishop of Chester.”

The following letter of archbishop Laud is the more interesting
in connection with this memoir as shewing that it was at that
time his intention to purchase the perpetual advowson of Wigan
for the King :

135 in Xpe
My very goed Lo

Upon the receipt of yor last Ifes of febr. 11%® I shew'd yor old new
Prophesy to the King ; and every body that sees int is of yof opinjon, that
neither stile nor verse agree '™ ¥ tymes of Edw: the fOrst; but “tis
certaynly made and spred, as divers other Pamphlets are, to dis-serve the

* Family Evidences. This book will have beem ' A relation of ihe conference
betweene W. Laud . . . aod Mr. Fisher the Jeuite; . . , with an aoswer to soch
exceptions 58 A.C, takes apainst it, &a.," which was printed by R. Badper, London,
1639 : fol; and appears in a A75. " cetalogue of the Lord Bithop of Chesiar's Bookes
io bis stwdy in the Palace, taken 297 Bbris, 1644," in poasession of the Eazl of Bradford,
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King, and worke ypon the hearts and affections of his People. If you
can finde anie anthor of it you will dos a good service.

The seditions Pamphlets you mention are spred everywhere. But
especially of Jate there 18 one far more cunning then the rest. Tt beares
date feb. 4, 1630 Tt railes not, as mast of the rest doe, but goes on in
8 slye way to lulle us asleepe while they arme; and to persuade the
subject that they have woe intention te invade or anncy England.
These have been spred att London, Newcastle, and almozt everywhere,
and 1 doubt amongst you also. It would be very good service if yon
could light upon either Auothor or Spredder.  And if any Scotch-man
come 50 peere you as Chester, and give just cccasion of suspition, why
you should not examine him, and upen examinaon doe as you finde, I
knew not.

This ig all yor L¥es.  And for that v yo© sonne told mee, about yo
serving of the King by Horse, or by money, I can say no more then I
advised yor sonne to write p'sently backe to you.

I amn now in some hope to gett yor Parsonage of Wiggin annex't to y*
crowne for ever, And you must be very silent in itt, till I see what may
be done. In the meane tyme, with as much speede as you can, T pray
deale clearely and freely with mee what it is worth at the utmost p an;
upon a Medinm of 7 yeares.  And withall att how many yeares purchase
the p'petuall inheritance of a Rectory is usually sold in those pans.

My Lo: 'tis too long to expresse by Lies what way I am 1o goe. But
I pray faile nat to doe this for mee as exactly as you can.  So [ leave
you to God's blessed protection and rest,

yo* LM very loving friend & Brother,
Lambeth, febr. 24th, 1638-0. W, Cant”2

The bishop's reply to this letter, dated Chester, March 1,
1633-g, is preserved among the State Papers;

* By your Ietter received this day you enguire of me what the true &
full yearly value worth is of the parsonage of Wigan. I shall deal
clearly & justly with your grace therein, for I know your intention, is to
benefit the church, and to fres it from the hands of corruption and sacn-
ledge with which oft-times lay patrons seize on the fruits of such benefices

* Family Fvidances,
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When I was first instituted into Wigan, upen the presentation of King
James, 21 Jan, t§15[16), [ was sedulous in the enquiry of the true worth
thereof, and I foued by the bookes of my predecessor Dr. Massy, all the
profite that he made ‘axne 1615 (and be inned them all}ameunted towards
all chargesto £ 573 165, 14 _Anna 1616, which wasmy first year of rents,
I kept an exact account, and I made towards all charges £ 564 125, 14,
Anne 1637 I set it out, as likewise Amas 1638, to my curate, who being
a provident man made yearly out of the whole rectory towards all charges
A£650, & T think he will st hald it at this rate, I abating him for King,
cure, and a pension of L2o to the church of Lichfield, & all other
reprises, which commonly amount to about £8a yearly. 5o as I think
the utmost value which it will clear yearly will be about £5%0. The
parish of Wigan is divided into 12 hamlets or townships, whereof Wigan,
though but one town, yet in all 1beir paynents is reckoned for two of
the 12. In this town stands the mother church, but there are two
chapels of case zbroad in the parish called Helland & Billinge. The
parson is lord of the town, & so has beea since the Canguest, & he
receives rant of every house in the town & close in the manor Lo the
sum of £ 45 165 10d. pov annus, but most pay chief rents, the rest are
tenants at will, but the profts, besides their old rents, do not discharge
their officers’ fees who keep his courts. It was made a borough 29
Hen. II1., and the parson got a charter for a court of pleas, & leets, &
divers cther liberties, 24 FEdw, IIL, which besides two markets weekly
& two fairs yeasly, the townsmen had usurped, together with the magor,
for almost 4o years’ space ; bhut at my first entry into the parsonage I
received all back again to the church, by the goodness & justice of King
James, who referred it to the hearing & determining of four lords, viz
Arclibishop Abbot and Bishop Andrews for conscience, and to the twa
chief justices, the now Earl of Manchester and 1o the lord [chief justice]
Hobart for law. The now Lord Keeper, being then of my counsel,
knows the apparent right of the church. And since then, all who hold
lands in that town have appeared at the pamson’s Cowrt Baron & leet,
and have swom fealty te him, and paid his rent.  Though the Mayor
now hegins 1o encroach again gince 1 was required to reside at Chester,
and he chooses burgesses for the parliament, though by the charter they
are termed the parson's burgesses, & hold of him on a yearly rent,  The
yeatly profits of the parsonage arise out of the particulars here stated.
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Thus your grace has all that I know concerning the true value of the
parsonage of Wigan. You are pleased to ask me further, at how many
years' purchase the perpetual inheritance of a reciory is usually sold in
these parts, which I cannot resolve, for I never knew any purchased,
save only this of Wigan, which I myself bought of 5° Richard Fleetwood
since I was bishop of Chester for £ 1,000, but after the money was told
out, whilst I was drawing up my assurance, Dean Murray stepped in,
and paid & 10 more, as I heard, and got it from me, and albeit he never
was my chaplain, yet I think he prayed daily for me, that God would
take me to heaven whilst he lived. The length of my letter makes me
ashamed, & hids me crave your grace’s pardon 8 make an end.”?

To which letter the archbishop gives the following answer:

5, in Xpo.
My very good Lo:

1 heartily thanke you for yo' last Lfes of March y* first concerning
the true value of the Rectory of Wigan. The occasion of my writing to
you about 1t was: The Earle of Anandell, Dean Murrey's brother,
offer'd the sale of itt to the King; and his Mat* was willing enough 10
buy itt and annexe itt to the B'pricke, w™ had heens a very happie thing
to be done.  But my L#* demand was 4 yeares Purchase after £ toos a
yeare value, " i3 every way too deare For it seema he valued it
almost double to that w* you acknowledge. The Earle's use calles for
p’sent money ; and the King's present occasions can part w none, noe
not after the rate that you sett. Truly if the Benefice lay anything
neere these p'ts | would borrow y* money but I would finde some way
te bringe itt unto the churche’s hands : for as itt is I know well what
would become of itt.  Your L” hath a senne, and you may, if you thinke
itt fitting, have refusall of this great Benefice, provide excellently for
your sonne, keepe y° inheritance to yo'selfe, or putt it to y* church, as
you see cause. But certainly it will not come att that value, w™ I sce
by vt end of yor Lfes you might once have had itt; nor scarce at foure
yeares purchase according to that value w™ you putt upon it Howse-
ever [ pray let me have yo' present answer; for that will be sxpected
from you.

I receaved former Lies from you of febr: 23 concerning the p'sonage

" Cal. State Papers, Dom, Ser, Car, L, 1638, p. 523, vol. cooexiv. 3
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of Hawarden; and before that yo Lfes came to mee I knew my L.
Strange had dispased of that Benefice to another; for he told mee 30
himselfe att Lambeth, As for Standish, if it were voyd, I would Dr.
Morten had it, for he complaines still of his estate, and y= payment of
his father's Debts; & I would very gladly see him settled if 1 could.
Att this present I have a Benefice fallen wkin 8 myle of Oxford, or
thereabonts, warth to live upon £z250 a yeare; but not to be rented at
above Lz200. If that could settle him 1 would willingly give it him;
bur then he’s a great way off from his Tempotall eseate, and T have
nothing neere itt that I can give him wo it In the ordering of this
Benefice [ am resclved to accomodat your sonng of Brazen-nose, one
way or other; for it lyes very fitt for some Head of a Coll: in Oxford.
And I am resolved to give itt to such a one of them {if Dr. Morton
tefuse it} as shall leave a Benefice heere, if nat full out, an 100 g' an.
tor your sonne to begin y= word wall.  And if . Morton accept itz,
then I hope you may order it 5o as to get both his Benefices for your
sonne.  As for his Prebend, I would have him held that, that he may
have some interest in that church in régard of his Tempaorall estate. I
have written here inclosed to Dr, Morton, but wsll have declared my
judgement that I held it ftter for him a great deale to expect Standish,
or some such Beneifice as I may helpe him to there, then to accept of
mine neere Oxford, where nothing by mee can be added 1o him.  And
1 have advised him to censult yo= L* in itt. I pray faile not to speake
with him, and give him yor best counsill.

For yo* provisions for these troublesome tymes [ have sent you a3z
much Direction by yof sonne already as I am able to give you, Put z
miserable mishap it was that y¢ Ld» servant yon mention, that came by
with a Bocke full of L¥es, was not apprehended and the L¥es sent up.
See 1 leave you to God's blessed protection, anid rest,

yor L™ very loving friend & Brother,
Lambeth, March 1o, 1638-¢. W, Cant,

Ag T was goeing to seals I receaved a Lfe from my L. of Nerw®
conceming one Case, a man Beneficed in Norw™ Diocese ; but it seemes
he marryed a wife out of Lancashire, & by her hath a pretty good estate.
And y* B gave him leave to goe thither for a tyme about his Tempeorall
Businesses. Now y= Report is, that he hath lately preached a sermon
in Manchester church very beldly ag* y= Discipline of y= church of
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England, and covertly insinuated to his auditors that they should pray
for ¥ good successe of the Scotch Rebells My Lo: I hape this
is not true ; because I heare nothing concerning it from yor Le, nor from
them at Manchester. Yet I heartily pray yo' L® to enquire after this,
and to lett me know what you bode, that order may be taken accord-
ingly. The rather becanse I cannot much trust y* Deane of Manchester
in y° point of conformity ; and he bad a very inward acquaintance with
a Norfolk-man, wtd [ beleeve is this Czse.™
A few months later Laud wrote to him as follows :
"5 in Xpo.

My very good Lo

I first receaved yof Lies of March zew.  And since, that by your
sonne, the informadon of Girtam ag®* Ardem of Stockpert.  This infor-
mazon [ delivered to y* Ld* of y* Councill on friday last, who I thinke
will p'sently take order to send for Arderne to come up and answer itt
especially concerning that libell w™ is mention'd first in ¥* informadon.
For as for y¢ answer to my speech 'th Starre Chamber, a copie where-
of you have sent, & I receaved, that was in print in August tast, and so
'tis nee newes ; yet this fellow shewes his good will to spread them,

I have pow likewise receaved from yo© sonne y* articles concemning
Case ; and shall take y* best care [ can to free yo© diocese of him, and
to make him more peaceabls in that where he cught to live.

For Dr. Morton I cleerly see he is too pressing upon mee; but [
meke the best interpretafon of itt; for I venly thinke 'tis his Father's
debts, and his desire to preserve his inheritance, that eauses itt.  Bug,
howsoever, it will be a great deale of wrong to him if he thinkes of anie
p'fermt gut of those pts where his inheritance is se neere him.  And for
Standish I pray God he doe net doe himselfe wrong by being tco
inquisitive after y° Title; for if my memory faile mee not, your sonne, I
thanke him, told me that of y* outlawry a goed while since.

Concerning y* patronage of Wigan you write ali the reason that may
bee. And be y* Lord Anandell what he will, neither yo'selle nor any
body els hath any reason to meddle »™ him in this pticular, the title
being not in him. And 50 much I said to yo* sonne as soone as ever y*
appeard. As for yo© last weekes Lfes concerning this Busines, I have

1 Family Evidences
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look't upon them agen. And truly my Lo: I will not deny but that
row, by reading them agen, and by the coment of yor Jast Lfes, T was a
little mistaken in yo™ meaning. And that w® made me mistake are these
words in yo' L¥e: that halfe y* money for the purchase might be raysed
by y* lease of Ribcheater; or that, if the tenants will not so give, you
will borrow, or sell tand, to make up 7 or Scoli very shortly ; w2 I did
not imagine you should doe for anie other purchage then yor owne.  But
howsgever, God be thanked, there’s noe harme done, nor should there
have been il' y* titie had prooved cleere and we p'ceeded. For what-
soever shift [ had made you should noe way have beene damnify'd by ite.

My Lo: I thanke you for y¢ conclusion of yof Lie; and I pray you
to thinke that I was not unmindfull of my Duty in that p'ticular w* you
mention. For I mooved his Matic about itt a2 weeke or tenn dayes before
his goeing ; and you know that it is His Authority that must p'clame a
Fast, not myne. And his Ma' answer was openly in Councill that Hes
would not have a Fast; because that in y* greatest extremity that could
come, more ¢ould not be done,  But a Solemne Prayer he would bave
in alt churches throughouat y= kingdom, and att all tymes of Publick
Prayer therein. And this is dene, & if y* Prayer be not come to yo©
L* y¢ King's printer who was commanded, & did undertake, to send
them ig muoch to blame.

I thanke yo' LP for yor Advertisem! in yot former Letter concetning y®
intendment to make Case [ellow of Manchester by a mandate, w™ you
may bhee sure I'll p'vent to y* utmost of my power, and doubt not my
power in that, so I may have knowledge of itt. As for Boreman, he
stays here about a Colledge sute.  And if he helpe to second y= Warden's
wayes he's a rank dissemhbler; but I will speak w'™ him agen more
p'ticularly upon ¥* occasion of what you have written ; and then I shall
say more to you, and ¢o hum too. In y* meane tyme to God's blessed
ptection I leave yor L* and rest

yof L* very Loving fend and Brother,
Larmbeth Aprill th, 1630. W. CakT."

L. B Chester,”

By the following letter, written at midsummer of the same

' Family Evidences.
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year, Laud shews himself not unmindful of the bishop's kind-
. ness to his kinsman Dr. Moreton @f

"8 in Xfo.
My very good Lo :

I have receaved two LFes from you. In the first one nothing bt
youor thankes for giving my Stewardsh®™ to your eldest sonne; and I
hope he will doe me such service in that place as that 1 shall have cause
te thanke both you and him.

Your second LTes give mee thankes alsoe for your younger sonme,”
ta whoam I have given the Rectory of Odington,

* Dr. Edward Moreton, of Little Moteten, in the county of Chester, was the son of
Willigm Moreton, of Littie Moreton, Esg,  Criginally a younper son he became a
fellow of King's College, Camhridge ; and aflerwards married Margaret, daoghter of
fir William Webh, knight, and adse of archbishep Land,  The relationship Letween
Laud and Mozewn is thas given by Ormered (A6 of Chesdrrs, vol. ili. p. 290 bt
4 Wood (A#wa2) 1ells ua that the archlishop's mother, wife of William Loud, was
the daughier of John Webbe, of Reading, and sister of Sir Williamm Webbe, knight,
Lard Mayor of Landon in 0591, 30 that Edward Moreton's wife was really Lthe arch-
bishap's first cousin. Laud commended Moreton to bishop Bridgeman desiting of
hitn Lhat he would fnd some preferment for him in the diocese of Chester, where
his Itmipotal property was silwate.  He was by the bishop prefewred Lo the ree-
Yories of Bartow and Tattenhall in 1637, and made tector of Scphton on the death
of Dr. Leigh in June, 1539, Canon Baines {in the Aatitia Ceptriensiv, vol. ii. p. 217)
and Baines (Afvet Lanc., vol. iv, p. 211} erronecusly place it in 1639, bat Dr, Leigh
continued reclor thers Uil 1839, Cancn Baincs talls us that Morcton was also reclor
of Standish, and afterwards chaplain 1o the Lond Kerper; but ther is no record of
his having ever paid first-fruits as reclor of Siandish, and his appointment (o that
parish is very doubtful. He was deprived of his preferments about the year éq3,
but was reinstated after the Restoration ; aod dying 28th Felruary, 1674, was butied
at Sephton {Helshy's Ormerad's Cheskire, vol. il p. £33 His son William Moreton,
bemm in 1641, became successively bishop of Kidace and of Meath,

* Henry Bridgeman, third surviving son of the bishop, was entered as ¢ Commenst
of Oriel College, Oxlord, in Aprl, r62g, where he toak his B. A, degree 20tk October,
1631, e was elecred felow of Brazenncie 6th December, rd33, and took his master's
degree 1oth Jone, 1435 In the following year he went on his Lravels into Scollznd,
Denmark, and North Germany, He resigned bis fellowskip in 1639 [ Waod's Athmr),
on his aeeeptance of the rectary of Cddinggton near Oxford, which must have been his
first pteferment, as he was not then quite twenty-four years of age.  He was made,
soof afterwards, rector of Barmow, in Cheshire, to which he was instiloled 16th
Decetnher, 1639 {Hclshy‘s Drmerod's CkesAire, wol. i, P 342), in the place of Dr.
Mareton, He was admitted 1o the rectory of Bangor monschorum on gth January,
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Truly my Lo: Tam as glad I had itt in my power to doe you this
kindenesse in your sonnes as you have been ready for my sake to gratify
Dr. Monton, being placed so far off as that I could not well doe for him

1640, on the nomination of Lord Statley and Strange (Chester Sretis, po. 31, 82),
and collated to the archdeaconry of Richmond on 28th May, 1648, He was chaplain
o the Earl of Derby, whem he accompanied to Bollon-le-Moors, and was present at
his exccotion there on 15th October, 1651, An historian of that period, in speaking
of this cruel scene, says : ** There was one chaplain who continued to the last soch
dutifil and afectionate attendance &3 circumstances allowed him, and, according to
st of the accgonts, was recognized by the Earl as being seaied on horseback among
the lroopers, and received from him bis last rememboance.”™  The Earl of Derby, just
before his excculion, attempted to teake a spesch, which was int#oupted, and the
soleliers, Fearing & rescue, dispersed the multitude.  Whilst the executioner was writing
for the block, Lord 1erby torned and bowed 1o the Rev. My, Bridgemzn, who was on
horseback nent the scafield, and said + ** They have brought me bither too soon ; the
black is not ready for me, Mr. Bridgeman. Tell your brother I teka it 23 2 great mercy
of Gad that T am bronght hither, for T might have died in the midst of » bektle, and
not died so well; for now I have time to make my peace with God™ (Cad Has
Trects ¢f Lowcardivd, Chetham Sofiety, vol. . pp. 376, 322).  Mr Brdgeman was
gjected from both hle bencfices; and by an order of the comemittes of plundered
ministers, 22nd July, t646, Kaherine, wife of Henry Bridgesman, was appoioted to
have hfths of Bangor {Peftfne Mete-Book, vol. I p. 216).  On the Restoration, Mo
H. Bridgeman was nominated 1o the deanery of Chester L3th July, 1660, was created
Doctor of Divinity towards the beginning of the following August, soon after in-
stalled into his deavery, and made prebendary of Stillington, in York Cathedral,
aoth of Scpiember i the same yew, He is zaid to hove restored and beautified the
dean's house in the Abbey Coutt, Chesler ; and the choncel of the parish church of
Barrow was buift by him in 1671, On the trenslalion of Tir. Tsaac Barrow to the soe
of St. Azaph, he was made bishop of the 1sle of Map, to which he was consscrated rst
October, tH71, bat was allowed to holdJa reseméndam with it the deanery of Chester,
together with the reciofies of Barrow and Bangor, the prebend of Stillinglom, and
the sinecure of Llanrwst in the counly of Denbigh, Bishop Henry Bridgeman wos
twice married. His first wife was Kalherine, eldesl daughter of Whilltem Lever, of
Kersall, in the county of Lancaster, gent., and Flizabeth his wife. She was living
13th October, 1685, as appears by a letter of that date from her mother, Mrs. Elizabeth
Lever, 1o Lord Chiel Justice Hridgeman. By her he had, with two daughters Henrietta
wnd Katherine, who died unmarried and were buried in the chapel of 5t, Mary in
Chester eathedml, o only surviving child Elizabeth, marricd, in Aprl, 1663, to
Thomas Greenbalgh, of Brandleshar, in the county of Lancarter, Esq., by whom
she bad a emersus issue.  Bishep Henry Bridgeman's sacond wife, whom he married
laiz in life, was named Maegaret, By her he had another daughter Elenrietts, bom
about the year 1680. The bishop died at Chester on 15th May, 1952, and was baried
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myselfe.  And this as I had reason to take very kindly from you so [
could not rest satisfyed in myselfe till T had some way or other exprest

my Love to you.

Besides your thankes there is nothing in either of your LFes save only
in the last of them. ‘There you tell mee the Value of Sephton, & I am
glad to heare "tis s0e good.

But y° Lady Strange is very angry, as I heare, that shes had not one
of the Benefices for her chaplen Mr. Hinde. And now I am informed
that shee purposes to sett up an wher Title ag® y* King's for Sephton.
Which, if shee doe, I know not how to helpe ittt And Dr. Morton

must arme himselfe ag* itt as he can.

For Standish I pray be as carefull of itt as you way in p'serving the
King’s Title, & in giving mee notice when it falles.  And then, if my L.
Strange & his Lady use mee kindly, I can thinke ppon their chaglen, or
otherwise passe him by, as I see cause.  But the lesse noise is made of
Standish y* better. And I beseech you have care of ikt So to God’s

blessed p'tection T leave you, and rest
Yor L™ very Loving friend and Brother,

Lambeth, June z4™, 1639. W. Cawnt.
L. B. Chester.”

in the cathedral thers, withoul any memorial; being succerded in the bishopric by
Dt. Juhn Lake, end in Lbe deanery by Dir. James Arderm.  His lagt wife survived
bim and was remarried, on g4th February, t6%84, to Mr. John Allen, Margaret, (ke
wile of Mz. John Allen, » member of the Custom House, was buried 18th July, 7o,
sl Mr. John Allen, of the Abbey Court, Chester, was buried 1oth November, 1716,
Henrietta Bridgeman, the young daughter of bishop Heory Bridgeman, appears to
bave had much dificulty in recovering her property from Mr Allen; but she found a
friend apd protector in ber cousin (her father's greatnephew) John Bridgeman, of
Blodwell, In the sounty of Salop, Esq., son and heir of Sir Jobn Bridgeman, of Castle
Bromwich, baranel, who offered her & home; and from his house at Blodwell she
was aftcrwards married to the Rev, Samuel Aldersey, then ¢urate of Hardgmve, in
Cheshire, and afterwards rector of Wigen, second son and eventoally heir of Thomas
Aldersey, of Aldersey and Sporstaw, In the counly of Chester, by whom she had
several childrer, They were married al Llanyblodwell oo Bith Ocober, 1712, and
are now represtited by Thomas Aldersey, of Aldersey and Spusstow, Esq., who has
in his possessioh, at Aldersey Hall, a portrait of Mre. Henrietta Aldersey, sfas, g5,
painted by Fellows in t734, as also of her father bishap Henry Bridgeman, thiee
quarter length, in which he is represented in sarplice and stole with an Ohxford mastet's
bhood, having a litide black scull cap on his head and & book in his band wilk the
Bridgeman ayms uwpon it, He wears & moustache but no beard.
¢ Family Evidences.
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One of the bishop’s sons® about this time went into the army
2nd joined the King's troops at Daublin, as appears by the
following letter from Sir George Radcliffe to the bishop from
Dwblin :

“ My very good lorde

ANl T can retturne for ¥ L= free and bountifull entertainment is my
humable thankes, and a ready minde to serve y* w is y* Lo due & my
debt.

On Saturday vight wee came to se1, and had landed here y® next day
by two or 3 of y¢ clocke had net y© darkenes of ¥* day made us fearefull
to make y* land w® wee could not discerne.  Flying therefore 1o and fro,
a storme arose w might well have beaten us backe againe into Wales ;
but the windes growing a little more calme, wee at length, about 10 or 11
a clock in y* night, wee recov'ed Skirres [Skirries], a place 12 miles
hence, & so came to shore all safe, God be praysed, though many of ¥
company well wett with the storme. At y* brere house Mr. Bridgeman, y*
L* sonne, was goeing on board Welsh's barge; but it was so full of
passingers as that T sent for him to come »™ me; and by that meanes
ke gained Dubiin a little sooner; for Welsh (a5 T heare) is armived at
Carlingford, 4o miles off this place. I shall be glad of a good eccasion
to give yo' 1.2 some forther account of Mr. Bridgeman's entertainment
in this army, in w* I finde my Lo: Ueputy very inclinable to further

* James Bridgeman, lourth surviving sou of the bishop, wha had been cducated for
ux pears at Wian school under Mr. Rendall, wes admitied to St John's College,
Cambridgs on Tth December, 1632 (Admissions to 5t Jahn's College, Cammbridge,
printed), which he left at Chrstmas, 1631 In [636 he was apparently living in
Landaon, ang the bishop complains that he would lake no ¢alling upen him,  In the
following year he wos trvelling *° beyond sea,™ and subsequently in Scotland, from
whence he retumed in £639.  In thal year he joined the army in Dubling and served
in the King's wars, He was allerwards knighied, and lelt issoe by his wile, Anne
Allen, one son, James Bridgeman, whoe died unmarried ; and three daoaghiers, Frances,
wife of Williatn, third Lord Howard of Escrick, by whom she was mother of Charles
the last Lord Howard of Escrick, and five other children, who all died without tssue 3
Magdalen, wife of Willinm Winde, Esg.; and Anne Bridgeman, whu died unmarrisd.
Frances, Lady Howard, who was the second daughter of Sir James Bridgeman,
died in ryrf, mod was boried in the chapel of 5L Mary Magdalen, Richmond,
Suarrey.
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him. 8o farre as I may assiste, y* L* hath good right to com-
tnaunde
Y L™ humble servant,
Dublin Castle, 271 Junii, 1635. Gzo : RapcLirre!
lo. bp of Chester.”

James Bridgeman seems to have had a quarrel soon after his
arrival in Ireland, with a certain Sir John Browne, knight, which
induced his father to send for him to England, as may appear
by the following letter from the bishop of Elphin :#

“ Right Reverend and my verie good Lo:

Your last, dated the 27th of August, I received the zoth of this moneth,
three weekes almost after the returne of Pater Stringer unto this towne ;
who at his cominge excused himselfe (by his hastie and suddaine depar-
ture from Chester} for not hringinge with him your Lo# letter ; so that
the letter delivered latelie to my hands may likewise pleade mine excuse
for not givinge yor Lob? an answer thereof lange before this yme.  The

' Sir Georpe Radeliffic was the intimate frietd and confidential adviser of the Lotd
Diepnty, by whom he was knighted. He was the cldest son of Nithelas Radeliffe, of
Chverthorpe Hall, in the county of Yerk ; and marded Aane, dasghter of Sir Francis
Trapper, knight, by whom he had one son, Thomas, who died womarried, Sir
George Radeliffe is 3aid to have died of griefl immediziely after the execution of the
noble Earl of Straflord,

? Henry Tilsen, bishop of Elphin, was born at Midgeley, in the parish of Halifax,
in t577. He was entered 2 student of Balliol College, Oxlord, in 1593, and elecled
Fellow of University College io 1599, Ha was collaled to rhe vicarage of Rochdale
by archbishop Abbot in October, 1615, and resided upen his benefice for many years.
He afierwards became chaplain 1o the Lord Depaty Weniworth, by whom he was
prefetred to the deanery of Christ Chureh, Dublin, in December, 634, and it was
dunbtless Tilson of whom bishop Breidgeman #peaks so highly in his letter o Lord
Wentwarth, 2o1h June, 7634 (vee p. 376).  He became archdeacon of Cotinor in 1635,
and was promoted to the see of Elphin in 1639, 1o which he wae coneecrated on aard
September of that year on the death of Iir. Edward King. Io the troubles which
followed the rebellion of 1641 his library and other property were plundered, and he
retired Lo England and seitled at Southill, in the parish of Dewsbury, in Yorkshire.
Being much straitened in circumstances, be employed himsell in clerical duties, and
had a salary allowed tc him by Sir Thumas Wentworth for preaching st Comberworth.
He died on 315t March, 1653, and was buried in the Southill chapel of Dewsbury
church {Cotton's Fiesté Eeclesar Midernice, and Raines’ Micarr of Rochdale).
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quarrell which happened betwixt Mr. Bridgman and 5 Joehn Browne
knight," and which yor LoP desired me to inquire after, | never heard of
before the reading of the letter ; nor am I able at this p'sent to give yor
Lore satislaction concerninge the same ; and thereof to make further
inquirie I now hold it unnecessarie, since Mr. Bridgman came latelie to
this Towne, and told me yesterday that yor Lo had sent for him, and
that he purposed ta imharque himselie for England w'hin these few dayes.
By which this timelie remoovall for a short season I doubte not but the
heate of that quarrell will either be extinet or in a faire way (by the
mediation of friends} composed ; and in the means time yor Lev shall
be freed from the feare of such daungers and jeopardies of his life and
estate as might bappen to befall him. I am now remooring with my
family to Elphin, and Mr. Bridgman hath promised before my goinge
hence to pay me the twentie pounds w he borrowed of me, being to
receive it here {az he saith) of a merchant in Dubiin. My best counsell
and advice for his good shall not be wantinge ; and my heartie prayers
unto Alimightie God shall ever be, yea my hopes are, that in lollowing
yot Lo™ good directions, and in makinge right use of those noble pes
and rich indowints wherewith God hath blessed him, he may prove verie
happie and successful in that militarie way of lile by him undertaken,
ant sg, in the harvest of yo© age, for his misguided and youthfull courses
may yeeld yor Lo” a full compensation of joy and comfort,
Sa he praieth and hopeth who is
yor LoP™ most obliged firiende and Brothet
Dublin, 36 Septerb., thig. Hewgic' ELPHINENSIS"?

Below this letter bishop Bridgeman has written “ Upon this e
I return 20% to my Lo. BP of Elphin by Alderman Edwards of

! There is nothing in bishop Tilson™s letter to emnble us to identify this Sir John
Erowne, but it is not unlikely Lo have been Hir John Browns, son of 5ir Thomas
Browne, of Hospital, in the county of LEmerick, 1o which he sicceeded soon after-
wards, and nephew of Sir Nicholas Browne, of Molahesee and Rosse, in the county
of Kerry, ancestar to the Earl of Kepmare, 5ir Joha Browne married Darbara,
daughter of Dr. John Boyle, kishop of Cork, and was killed by Sir . . . Bamewall in
u duel, jeaving issue one son, Sir Thomas, whe died unmarried, aad four daughters,
of whom Elizaberh, the only survivar, married her cousin Captain Thorzas Browne,
son of Sir Valentine Browne, of Molahesse, baronet {Lodpe's Peerage of frelomd, vol.
¥ii. p. 53, wate). * Family Evidences.
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Chester, 15 Octob ; 1639 " which was duly acknowledged by the
bishop from Elphin, sth February, 16309-40, by letter, in which
he racntions the debt of gratitude he owes him for many benefits
formerly received from him.,

From the following letter from bishop Bramhall to bishop
Bridgeman written a fortnight later it appears that his son
James had then left Ireland:

“ My noble Lomd

It was not my happiness to know that you had a sonne in this King-
dome till this weeke. And now he is leaving it.  But if he retune
hither againe I shall indeavour to make both you and him satisfaction.

We are going this momting to receive the Bishoppe of Killallah's answer
at the Court of High Commission. VYou will wonder what the crime
should be. Inveighing against the Scotish ministers who did cather
lexve their benehces then subscribe, for professing hiz owne readiness
to have done it rather then to have left the Kingdome, for wishing the
Scotish Bishoppes in hell, for magnifiing Leslye and the covenanters
toyalty and other things in this kind. The best is, it is not out of
abundancie of Judgment, he was never bredd for a Bishopp.

My Lord, I beseech you to beleeve that no man in this kingdome
shall be more ready to serve you and yours then

your Lordshippes lovinge brother
and faithful] servaunte,
Octob, 11, 1639 Jou ; DErensigs

On 15th October, 1639, a letter was sent by the archbishop of
York to his suffragans (which did not reach the bishop of Chester
till the 215t November), informing them of the persecution of the
Scotch ministers, many of whom had been forced to leave their
country and betake themselves, with their wives and children, to

1 Archibald Adair, bishop of Killala and Achonry, succeeded to these sees by twa
patenls dated zand and 23rd April, 1630, on the translation of bishop Hamilten to
the archbishopric of Cashel. He was comsecrsted on gth May. The result of thix
commistion appears to have been his deprivation, 181th May, 1540; bt the King
sfterwards made him amends for this severe treatment by promoting him 1o the
bishopric of Waterford and Lisranee by patent dated 13th July, 1641 (Coltlon's Fasfi
Eeel, Hibernicaz), * Family Evidencrs,
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this country and to Ireland to seek for succour and relief. Some
of these had been taken under the King's own care; some he had
recommended te the Lord Keeper for such benefices as did not
exceed Lioo per annum; and the archbishop now tells the
bishops of Durham, Chester, and Carlisle, by the King's com-
mand, *to provide for ore or more of them according as any
benefice within the value aforesaid shall fall void within their
gift and disposition respectively.”1 The bishop of Durham is to
provide for two, and the bishops of Chester and Carlisle for one
each.

In the following year bishop Bridgeman received a letter from
Laud thanking him for a horse which he had sent him and offer-
ing him the use of a horse while he was attending parliament in
Landon :

#8, in Xpo.
My very good Lo

I perceave by bringing your sonne into an office soe neare mee I
have brought a Blabb inte my house. For I cannot have a horse dye
but hee gives knowladge of itt 1o your LP, and then by and by you send
mee another. 1 am very glad you are soe well fumisht; but I would
not have you empty your awne Stabls to fill myne ; especially art this
tyme, when you must have use of a gond one your selfe to come upp, &
when you are here, to ride to parlizment. Howscever, I hape I shall
see you shortly ; and then I will thanke you for your kindenes ; and shall
bee able to spare you this horse web you have given mee for you to ride
to parliam® if you please to save the charges of bringing upp another.
How you are fitted for a lodging when you come I know not.  But here
is a neighbor's house of myne at Lambeth, very convenient, wet you may
have wholley to your selfe if you with,  And I pray send mee word with
as much speede as you can whether you like it or noe; for itt will cost
you little, and you may goe over y* water with mee in my Barge. Soc
to God's blessed protection T leave you & rest

yof L very loving friend and Brother,

Lambeth, March 1oth, 1639-40. W. Caxt”

L. B, CChester."
* Family Evidences. ® sdid,
1K
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About the same time he received a letter from archbishop
Neile summoning him to the Convocation at York, as follows :

" Salufem fm Christe. My very good Lord: I now send you the
summons for the convocabion for this Province, to begin the fourteenth
day of April next. T follow y= forme web I finde to have been allwayes
used by my predecessours, I send it wh as much expedition as I can;
for T received the writte but yesterday, I presume your Lordship is
preparing for your journey to London for y* Parlement, but T pray that
your Proxis may be directed to som man of good note and worth. 1
finde that for som yeares past the convotation here hath bean held w
lesse solemnity and reverend respect of a Provinciall Synod then any
Bishop, or allmost any officiall, heldeth his Visitation, web I desire to
amend, and therefore wish that we may have as many Deanes and
Archdeacona personally present as may be had. And the clergy and
chapters that appeare per procurafores suss should send men of note
and geod worth. I have nothing else to trouble your Lordship wt at
this instact, so " my love to your seli, and prayers for your welfare, 1
come'it you to God's blessed protection and rest

your Lordship's very loving {riend and Brother,
Bishopthorp, March 12, 1639 R. Esgn."t

The following letter from Ireland speaks of the Lord Deputy's
{now Earl of StraifTord?) great success with the Irish parliament,
and the readiness with which they voted subsidies for the King's
need ;

7 Right Heverend Father in God and my verie good Lo:

The twentie pounds we yor Loef hath bene 5o sollicitous to repay, my
man Samuel Tilson hath received of Mr. Stone in Dublin for my use
andd in my last letter the note was inclosed weh Mr. Bridgman gave under
his hand for the payment thereol. My Lo. Lieutenant came to Dublin
{though wtt contrarie windes} verie wishedly and opportunely the rg& of
this moneth, and the 2 day after the parliament was begunne; and the
next weeke (as it i3 said) purposeth to returne for England.

! Family Evidences.
" Viscount Wentwocth was created Earl of Strafford izth January, 1§ Car. 1,

15319-4%. :
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3 actes for the benefitt of the subject are passed this session and 4
subsidies w't znanimous consent graunted by the Layitie ; and with such
cheerefulnes and alzcritie that some Irish gentlemen, and of good qualitie,
made it their suite, not onely to part wh their estates, bt to hazard their
Lives in his ma'* service and for the defence of his Kingdomes,

The clergie (though 3 subsidies of the 8 graunted the last parliamt
are yet to pay} are willinge and forward to straine their estates and (since
the cause is theirs) to supply his mats p'sent wents so farre as their
abilities give leave; so that all things here have that end wek wus wished
and prayed for by all good men. God graunte the like happie successe
to that % is now 1o be holden in England. I will not further trouble
yo' LoPP at this tyme, but if yo* Lo have occasion to use me for yorselfe
or any friend freelie comavnd him who is

yof Lor# Loving Brother sver hound to
love and serve you,
Dublin, the 25 of March, 1840, Hzuuicd ELpHINENSTS,™

At the same time the bishop received a letter from Sir Philip
Mainwaring, Strafford’s secretary, written on the same day,® to
inform him of the Lord-Licutenant’s return to England, and
expressing a hope that they might travel topether to London
to attend the parliament:

“My Lord : The Monday after my Lo: Lieutennant tooke his lzave
of yor L. he tooke shipping at Beaurmorres. The winde cnly serving
him to get cut of the Port, but for the rest it was very contrary te him ;
neverthelesse the weather being fayre he landed neere unto Dubling the
Wednesday following. Twoe dayes after that he sate in Parliament, and
three dayes after that he did the busines he came for, and hath gotten
the King not onely a present suply of 4 subsidies, but a further ingage-
ment wherein both the howses of Parliament joyne to give his Mati
further soppiyes 50 long as this threatning occasion shall continue and
according as it shall require.

So as now my L. makes hart to retourne, and hath appoynted Wednes-
day being the first of Aprill to imbarque himself for Chester. And I do

' Famlly Evidences,

* Sic Pbilip Mainwening's Tetter is dated 25th March, 1639, and the bishop of
Elphic's 1640, but they svidently mean the same yenr, $635-40.

I

~
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veryly beleeve that he will keepe his day or the next day following. And
it may so fall out that we may take cur journey to London together, for
I make accompt your L. will not sett iorward untill the Monday following,
My Lo. Lieutetinant hath had a fit of goute. The payne is past but
the weaknes continues ; but that will not hinder his resolved journey:
yor L. humble servant,
Dubline, this 25 of Mar., 1630[40). Pu. MAINWARING,™*

That bishop Bridgeman attended this parfiament, known as
the Short Parliament, which was summaoned for the 1 3th of Apnil,
1640, and disselved on the sth of May, after sitting barely
three weeks, and that he returned to Chester shortly after
the dissolution, may be gathered from a letter which he received
fram the bishop of Durham? dated from Aukeland, 12th June,
1640.

In this letter, which chiefly concerned the confirmation of the
bishop of Durham’s leases by his dean and chapter, concerning
which he had asked his advice and assistance, he thanks him
for his *intelligence of the Parliament, or rather of the Non-
Parliament's Businesses,” The letter is directed to him at “ Mr.
Ordando Bridgeman’s? house at the flower de luce in flleet streete,
right over against Rom Ally " ; from whence it was forwarded to
the bishop at Chester4

The archbishop of York writes to him {rom Bishopthorp, joth

July, 1640, saying :

! Family Evidengex

* Thomas Morton, bishop of Durham, had been translated to that see iz 1632, from
the sex of Coventry and Lichfield, He bad formerly occupied the see of Chester, in
which he had béen succeeded by bishop Bridpemwn on his teanslation to that of Cov-
sutry and Lichfield in 7619. He died in September 1659, during the time of the
rebellion,

? (rlands Bridgeman, Eaq., then Vice-Chamberlain of the county palatine of Chesiez,
afterwards Laord Keeper of the great seal, the bishnp's eldest surviving son, represenced
the boroagh of Wigan in this parliament, logether with Alexander Rigby, of Rigby
in Amounderness, Eu.

4 Originnl letters faser Family Evidences.  The sead of this letter bears the wms of
the sex of Darbinm, o erosr crossid botvoorw fonr fisns rampand, impaled with, gﬁm-ﬁ'rfy,
113 and gik 4 gool't kesd trosed, and ond jrd {appareatly} 5 revisises,
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#1 here send you His Ma%* commission for your taking y* ocath
against all innovation of Doctrine & Discipline contained in y* vi Canon
of y* Canons lately published by his Ma%, & for your ministering ¥*
oath to others, & your giving power to others to minister 1t

I should at this time allso send you copies of ¥* grant of ¥* contribu-
tion to his Ma'™ granted in our late convocation, with the ardinances for
the collecting & paying thereof; whereof [ have written to my Lord of
Canterbury, & doe daily exspect his answare & farther direction; & so
sgone a8 I shall receive his LoP™ answeare I will send to your Lordship.

B0 with my love remember’d to your Loff I cormmitt you, as I doe
my sclfe, to the comfort of God's blessed Saving Grace, & rest,” &c.

In another letter, undated but endorsed roth August, thgo,
the archbishop sends coples of what passed in the convocation at
York of the grant of six years' contribution to his Majesty, and
the ordinances for the collecting and paying thereof. He also
tells him that:

¥ The officers which attended the service of the convocation, as the
apparitor, that was at the charge and labour of sending all the surmons
for the convocation and did many other services all the time of the con-
vocation, and the Register, which attended all the convocation time and
prepared and performed all manner of writings concerning that service
{which in tnuh was very much}, with other officers of the church,
petitioned, before the end of the convocation, for some favourable
allowance to bee made to them, which the whole house taking into
due consideration, and gxamining records what had beene heretofore
done in y* like case, and finding sundrie Presidents thereof, with one
consent resolved of a small allowance to bee made, of which resolution
you shall have a copie from the Register, with their request that you
would doe them favocr for the collecting of it by the helpe of your
officers, wet otherwise is 50 small, that their owne collecting of it would
bee as much charge ag the thing it selfe will come to.  For your own
benevolence to them, the whole howse thought it fic to leave it to your
owne goodnes, and my selfe entreats your Lordship eo favour them in
the collecting of that small benevolence that is desired for them.”

Bishop Bridgeman's health appears to have broken down in
the summer of 1640, In or before the August of that year he
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resigned the rectory of Bangor,® which he had held for many
years i commendam, In this benefice he was succeeded by his
son, Henry Bridgeman, who was admitted thereto on the pre-
sentation of Lord Stanley and Strange,* and paid his first-fruits
315t May, 16413

After the year 1940 it iz more difficult to trace the bishop's
proceedings, for his accurate and methodical Leger containing
his annual accounts and other memoranda closes with that year,
and there are none of his private letters preserved among the
family papers after this date. If he was able to go up to
London for the opening of the Long Parliament on 3rd Movem-
ber, 1540, he did not stay there long, and it is probable that in
that case this was his last jonrney to London.

The imprisonment of Laud, and the execution of the Earl of
Strafford on 12th May, 1641, must have been a terrible blow to
the bishep, His son Orlando Bridgeman, M.P, for Wigan, had
the courage to speak against the iniquitous attainder of Strafford,
and to argue against the charge of treason brought against him.4
But the bishop, in his impaired health, was unable to attend
parliament at this time, or take his part, with archbishop Williams
and the other bishops, in opposing the hill for depriving the pre-
lates of their seats in the House of Lords. He seems at this
time to have remained quietly at Chester or at his house at
Great Lever.

In a supplementary account to that contained in the oft-quoted
Leger of sums disbursed for him by his son Orlando and others,
and written in his own autograph, is an #em of £10 g5, 6. for a
new year's gift to the King at Christmas, 1641, It was the custom

* Private lelter of archbishop Laud i Family Evidences, dated z2nd Aogust,
1645, in which be smys that the King bad aircady heard of the bishops voidance of
the living, and promised it to one of the sjected Scoltish ministers.

* Chesier Institutions, queied by Rev. M. H, Lee, Pafatine Aote- Book, vol. 1. p. 215.

¥ Fird-Fruitr Compotition Beoks, Fecard Society (Lapcashire and Cheshire), vol
¥iil. p. 405,

1 Clarendon's it of the Rdeliion, od. of 1816, vol. 4. p. 6o5. Camphbell's Lawr
of tid Lovd Chancafor:,
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in those days, as it had been in the times of Elizabeth and James
L, for those about Court to present annual gifts to the King, and
to receive presents from himinreturn. In the bishop's Leger there
is given a list of the plate he possessed in 1640, among which were
a large number of silver gilt bowls which had been given to him
from time to time by James [, and Charles I, all of which were
sold in 1643 to pay for * hose & shooes & clothes for the English
Irish sonldiers who came from Ireland to Chester to kelp the
King against the rebels in Cheshire.”

At the breaking out of the civil war Lord Clarendon says:
“the city of Chester was firm to the King by the virtue of the
inhabitants and the interest of the bishop and Cathedral men ;™!
and when the King and his sen Charles, Prince of Wales, came
to Chester on Friday,? 23rd September, 1642, they were enter-
tained by the bishop at his palace, where they remained until
28th Septembet.

In the spring of the following year, 1642-3, the Houses of
Parliament passed an ordinance to sequester the estates of
the bishops, and other delinquents, as they styled those who
remained true to the King and refused to join the rebels, “Thus
the rents and profits of the sees and capitular bodies, which lay
within the reach of the parliament army, were seized, and the
rest of the loyal clergy were sequestered under the character of
scandalous ministers, And now most of the silenced lecturers
and other preachers, who within the last ten yecars bad left the
kingdom, either for non-conformity, debt, or intemperate be-
haviour, returned at the invitation of the juncture. These men
were preferred to the sequestered benefices; but then, to keep
them servile and true to the cause, they were but, as it were,
‘tenants at will,” and hetd their livings only durante bene placile 3

At this trying time the town of Wigan was eminently loyal to

* Hut, Rebddl., fol. ed., vol. di. poL11

Y Hist. of Chester, by Joseph Hemingway, vol, i p. 166, conwborated by Family
Evidences.

1 Collier's Ecleciariical Hivory, vol, vili, pp. 251, 252,
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the King, and became a sort of central garrison for the royal
party in Lancashire. Throughout the whole period of the civil
wats it retained its character of “the faithful and loyal town of
Wigan." Here the Earl of Derby threw up strong intreochments,
and formed a camp in the parsan's meadow, and on the banks of
the Douglas, where a zig-zag mound, a broad ditch and several
trenches are still visible. It was taken, however, by the parlia-
mentary army early in the year 1643, after a desperate battle
which was well contested on both sides, * The number of prisen-
ers taken on this occasion by the major-general, Sir John Seaton,
amounted to about 800 men, with a thousand stand of arms, and
L2000 in treasure,” The Earl of Derby, whe had withdrawn from
Wigan at the close of the battle, soon after repossessed himself
of the town ; but it was again attacked in the month of March,
by Col. Ashton at the head of 2000 horse and foor. The
struggle on this occasion was less resolute than before, the
principal part of the garrison having withdrawn to Lathom
house; but a body of sharpshooters retired to the church steeple,
and kept np an incessant fre, by which more of the assil-
ants were killed than had fallen in taking the town. On the
threat of Colonel Roseworm, to blow up the church if the
troops in the steeple did not desist from firing, they were obliged
to surrender, and their whole number, amounting to eighty-six,
became prisoners. Finding that the inhabitants were warmly
attached to the rowal cause, Colonel Ashton ordered the out-
works and the foundatjons of the town to be demolished, and
the gates and posts placed in aid of the works at the entrances to
Standish-gate, Wall-gate, Hall-gate, and Mill-gate, were pulled
up and destroyed.!

On 28th September, 1643, the House of Lords agreed to the
following ordinance, which was brought up to them from the
House of Commons for their concurrence? for making the

' Baines’ Lawcarkire, vol. il pp. S4d, 545
* Jourmals of the House of Lords, A% 19 Car., pp. 233, 334
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chapelry of Up Holland, in the parish of Wigan, into a separate
parish:

¥ Whereas a bill hath passed the House of Commons, and is now in
the House of Peers (whereunte the King's Royal Assent in these Times
of distraction cannat be had), for making the chapel of Halland, in the
county of LZancaster, with the precincts thereof into a distinet parish, and
to be divided from the rest of the parish of Wigan ; and whereas, in the
said Bill, it is declared, That the said Parish of Higar is very spacious
and populous, and the profits belonging to the said Rectory of Wigan
is very great, end that the inhabitants within the precincts of the chapelry
of Aedlazd do live far distant from the said Parish church of WFipen
{some of them near six mileg), so as they caonot possibly receive the
benefit thereof ; and although all parochial duties be necessarily exercised
at the said chapel of fAfofland, yet there is no Maintenance at all for a
preaching minister belonging to it; and whereas now the whole profits
of the said Rectory of Wigan ia taken and seized, by virtue of this
ordinance of both Houses of Parliament for the sequestering of Delin-
quents’ Estates ; and the committees for sequestration have no power by
the said ordinance to distribute or dispose any of the Profits belonging
ta the said Parish chorch of Higam vnto any other church or chapel
within the said Parish; and the people (by reason of their sad distrac-
tions) are utterly unahble to maintain & minister at their own charge:
‘Therefore for the providing of At maintenance for a preaching minister
at the eaid church or chapet of Holland, and for the ease of the In-
habitants of the gaid chapelry, according to the provisions of the said
Bill, The Lords and Commons assembled in Parliament do hereby order
and ordain, That Mr. Reck'd Whitiferld, a godly, leamed, and orthodox
Divine {now Minister of the said church or chapel of Hoffand}, and the
Ministers of the said place successively, shall have held receive and
take all the tithes, lands, rents, duties, and profits whatsoever within
the ancient precincts of the said chapelry of Aefand, that is to say, the
yearly rent of nineteen marks antiently paid for the corn tithes of the
several Towns of Aolfiand and Dalon, and all other tithes and profits
whatsoever within the said towns and the town of Orrell and such pana
of-the several Towns of Bilfing and Winsfanly as are within the known
or reputed precingts of the said chapelry of Heffand, which the Rector of

3L
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the szid Parish church of Figan had received, or heretofore enjoyed, in
right of the said Rectory or Tarish church of Figan,; and all persons
paying their tithes, rents, or other duties, to the said Minister of
Holfand, within the precincts of the said chapelry as aforesaid, are
hereby acquitted and discharged for the said payments, and from slt
oilier claims and Demands, by any Person or Persons whatsoever,
concerning the same ; and the Minister of the said church or chapel
of Holiand shall have the same remedy to recover alt tithes and other
profits within the said chapelry that the Rector of Wima had, or cught
to have had, if this ordinance had not been made; and whatsoever
duties to His Majesty shall be payable oot of the said Rectory of
Wipan, the said Minister of Holfand shall pay and bear a full sixth
part thersof, for the profits he receives within the aforesaid chapelry
and it is further ordered and ordained, That the Inhabitants within the
said chapelry of Hoffand shall, from tims to time, bear all necessary
charges and payments 1o and for the said church or chapel of Holland;
and they shall hereafier be discharged of and from all offices, paymants,
and duties whatsoever unto the said Parish or Parish chorch of Higan,
and from all attendance zpon the same,

And whereas for procuring the consent of Dr. Bridgeman, Bishop of
Chester, Rector of the said Parish church of #igas, unto the aforesaid
Bill, Fifliom Ashurgd son and Heir apparent of AHemry Ashurst of
Asharst in the county of Lancaster Esquire, fames Marshail, Richard
Leigh, William Bower, Rober: Hofland, Jefery Roby and Wiltiam
Prescort of Holland yeoman, Dgoid Holland, George Karton, and Richard
Preseott of Dalton yeoraan, Jeffery Burchall of Orrell, John Soethlivrsi
of Billing, and Nichelas Withington of Winslanly yeoman, inhabitants
within the said chapelry of Fulfand, did covenant to pay unto Orlands
FBridpzman Esquire, son of the said Bishop of Chesfer, for his use, six
hundred pounds per amaum, for all the rest of the tithes and profits of
the sa2id Rectory of Higan, so fong as he should continue Rector there ;
all which tithes and profits are now, by virtue of the aforesaid ordinance
of sequestration, seized and taken, for the Delinquency of the said
Dishop, and the said Oclends Sridevman: It is therefore further
ardered and ordained, that the said William Achurst, Kickard Leigh,
James Marshall, Robert Holland, William Bower, feffory Koby, William
Prescott, Dasiid Holfand, Gearge Barion, Rick'd Preseott, Jeffery Burehall,
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Jokn Smethhurst, Nickolas Witkingter, and their Heirs, Executors and
administrators, shall hereby be clearly acquitted and discharged from all
payments unto the said Bishop of Cherter, or COrigrde Bridgeman, or
their assigns, for any of the Tithes and Profits belonging to the said
Rectory of Hipanm, and from all covenants, bonds, or other writings,
concerning the same; and that they, and every of them, shall make a
true and perfect accompt, unto the officers appointed for sequestations
within the sald county of Lameaster, of all monies, or other goods,
belonging to the said Rectory of Higas, received by them, or any of
them, or any other Person employed from, by, or under them, or any of
them ; and if any moxnies, or other goods, belonging to the said Bishop
of Chesier, or Criande Bridgeman, be {ound in their hands, they, and
every of them, are hereby required forthwith to pay the same uoto the
said officers For sequestration, whose acquittance shall be their sufficient
discharge ; and they, and every of them, shall leave the whole profits of
the said Rectory of Wigan to be disposed by the Parhament for time to
come; and whatsoever any person shall do in pursuance of this ordin-
ance, titey shall be saved harmless by the power and authority of both
Houses of Parliament"”

Like the rest of his episcopal brethren, bishop Bridgeman
suffered much pecuniary loss and vexation during the time of
the great rebellion,. When the parliamentary forces surrounded
Chester in 1645 he lelt his house in the hands of his sen Orlando
Bridgeman, whe net only encouraged the loyal men of Chester
in their duty, but out of his own means and credit supplied them
with whatever was necessary for its defenceld

But though forced to leave his palace, where in his weak state
of health he would only have been in the way, he afforded to
others such hospitality as his house could give at soch a time
of difficulty. Mr. Edward Seddon, in a letter written about the
year 1710 to *the Reverend Mr. John Walker at his Rectory at
St. Maries in Exeter," says:

# The Reverend Mr. Willm. Seddon {my most honourad Father) M. A.
of Magdalen Coll. in Cambridge, being, about the year of our Lord 1436,

' Claregdon's Sfisfery of ike Rebelfion, fal. od., vol ik p. LI,


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

440  Hiustory of the Church and Manor of Wipan.

setl'd 1 preacher in one of y* parish churches, I think 5 Maries, in the
City of Chester, was then also posseas’d of a Vicarage at Eagtham (about
eix miles distant from y° City, value £68 per amrum), where he lived
with his wife and family in a very happy condition, tll, the wars break-
ing cut and y* Parliament forces drawing on to besiege Chester, he was
compel'd to withdraw hie family and effects inte y= City for succour,
where his great and good friend and Pastor y* Lord Bishop Bridgeman,
then Lerd Bishop of Chester, accommodated ham with several rooms
and lodgings in his own Palare; and yet the aged Bishop, dreading the
hardships of a siege, voided the place, Jeaving my Father in his Palace,
who contioued diligent in his ministry, frequeni[ly] preaching to the
Garrson there.”*

The bishop had already been fined £3,000 by the Parliament,
and in 16;c his palace, with all the fumiture, was sold for £1,050.2

On leaving Chester he retired to Morton Hall, near Oswestry,
in Shrepshire, which belonged to his son Crlando in right of his
wife, the heiress of the Kynastons of that place. Here he passed
the remaining years of his life in reading and devotion ; and here
he ended his earthly pilgrimage. The only official act of his
which I meet with after the time of his leaving Chester is the
admission of cne John Holme to the vicarage of Rostheme,
void by the death of Willlamn Shenton, on the presentation of
Peter Venables, of Kinderton, in the county of Chester, Esq,
which is thus subscribed by the bishop: “ Morton in com. Salop
wltimo Fulii, 1648. Recepi ¢ supranominatum Fok'em FHobme,
Fiat Tnstitutio. Fo. Cestrien”3

The bishop was buried on 11th November, 1652, in the neigh-
bouring church of Kinnerley,* where a great number of the clergy

* Correspondence of Nathan Walworth (Chetham Society, vol. dx. ), p. 35,

* Notitia Cexiriemnis, vol 1. p. TTL :

* Family Evidences.

* M8, SAropcdive PardsA Repisters, vol. i, po 105, Thic work consiste of three M5,
‘folio wolimes containing extracle from the registers of most of the parishes in the
county of Salop,  They were hanscribed for M. Wm, Myllon, the well-known
Shropshire aptiquary, and were formerly preserved among the Halston AF5S., but are
now in the wriler's possession,  The extcts from the Oswestry regristers, out of which
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attended his bedy to the grave, and Dr. George Griffith, after-
wards bishop of St. Asaph, preached a sermon at his funeral.T
A blue stone was placed over his grave with this dateless
inscription @ * Hic jacet sepultus Johannes Bridgeman,” which
was replaced in 1657 by a brass with the same inscription. His
son Orlando sent down a handsome stone to cover the grave, but
such was the state of the times that it was deemed inadvisable to
put any inscription thereon. In later and quieter times, however,
his great-grandson Sir John Bridgeman, baronet, raised a monu-
ment to his memory against the south wall of the chancel of
Kinnerley church with this inscription :
M.5.
Reverendt admedum i, Johannis Bridgman,

Episcopi
Cestriensiz ; qui iniguitate temporum, quibus Factio & Usurpatio
valehant, ab Episcopall sede depulsus, ad AEdes filii sui, apud Moreton,
se contulit; ubi latena pietate, precibusque vacabat, et tandem suaviter

dormiebat

the record of the bishop's burial is taken, commence with am earlier date than that of
any wogishtr book now existing there. The transcript runa as follows: **. . ., ,
Eridgman Lewd Bishop of Chester who died at Mortin within y* p'ish of Oswestry
wis toryed at Kynnerley 3¢ xith Now® (652"  His family wanlt is shewn oo the
plan of Chester Cathedml in King's Fale Xopal of Emgland, 1655, fol., pt. il p. 26,
with the following inscription: ** The buriall place of Docler Bridgman late Bishop
af Chesler, wherein lieth his wife Elizabeth the pattern of piety and miror of Vidue
and of Mr. Dove Hridgman her second sonpe therein joterred.™ Al the end of the
inzcription there is o shield bearing the bishop's ¢wn arms jmpaled with those of his
wife, a cross patemce. From what has been stated above, boweve, it will be seen
that iz rercains were not allowed to lie io his fonily vaalt at Chester,  The wicw of
the cuibedral by King on the following page is thus inscribed : ** Cislrensie Eeglesie
{quondam Conwentoalis) 5, Werburge: faries australls™; and on Lhe opposite side a
shield wilh the Bridgrinan azma neder which is written ** P.M. Ecclesioe Ceniriensis
et Johan'is Castrisnsls Episcopi posoit Orlandus Bridgeman (loh. 61} aqu: aue:™

" Family Evidences, being o gormspondence between Mr Websier, curate of
Kneckin, and Sir Joho Bridgeman, barcnet, the hishop's great-grandson, with eefer-
ence th 4 monumental inegrption to e plzced over the bishop's prave,  Dr, Geooge
Grifith was nade bishop of 5t Asaph in 1660, being consecrated 25th Octobes of
that year.  He died 28th November, 1668, and wes buried in his cathedral under the
brishop's 1hrone,
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in Christo ; cujus reliquiz mortales sub marmore
juxta hune parietems locate in resurrectionem supremeo die futnram, &
omnibus Deo per fdem inservientibua recondyntur. In memoriam
proavi sui optimé
meriti hoe monumentum posuit Johannes Bridgman, Baronetius, 21 Die
Decembris an. Dom. 1719,

By his wife Elizabeth Helyar bishop Bridgeman had a numer-
ous family, of whom but five survived the years of their infancy.
The births of his children are thus recorded in his seesrorendum
book :

1. WILL1AM, my fArst son borne at Dunchideock in Devonshire
4 Febr. 1606 [1606-7]. He dyed and was buryed in Wigan
Chancel 26 July 1616.

2. The 30t day of January Anno 1608 [1608-g] being Monday
about a quarter or half an hour before 12 of the clock in the night
was my second soane ORLANDO Bridgeman born, O Lord God
I beseech thee make him thy faythful servant and graunt him
life so long as may most glorify thee, He was baptized in St
George's church in Exeter 2 days after by Mr More. My uncle
Jasp’ Bridgeman & Mt Edward Gibbons were his godfathers &
M Elacot godmother,

3. My third sonne DovE Bridgeman was borne on Wednesday
the 21t of March 1609 [160g-10] about 3 of the clock in the
afternoone or a little before 3 in BP Dove's pallace in Peter-
borough in the chamber over heven gates. (O Lord blesse him
and let him live & dyc in thy fayth & favor. Christened 23 of
March, Mt W Idove & Mr Tho: Wamer gedfathers & Mrs
Marget Dove the BP wife godmother, in peterborow minster,
by Mr Johnson the chaunsler in the midest of the Quire befor
the Bp* seat ther.

4. On Tuesday a little after 7 of the clock at night being 374
of September [1611] my fourth sonne was borne, & being very
weak was presently christened Jonw. Mr Malcome Johason
M+ Anthony Green & M~ Dorathe Wager godfathers &c. God
blesse him with all graces & continue him for ever in his lavor &
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love—Haea dyed a month after yt he was borne & was buryed on
Michelmas day in the minster at Peterborow befor the Dean's
seat in the Quire there,

§. On Friday night between the hours of one & two of the
clock at midnight, being the 20t of November 1612 my daughter
ELZABETH Bridgeman was borne & christened the Monday after:
The Lady Orme & Mrs Farrest godmothers & old Mr Miles forrest
godfather. I pray God blesse her & keep her still in his fayth
fear & favor—She dyed at Stanground on Ascension Eve May
1613 & was buryed Ascension day in Peterd: minster next my
sonne John before my seat.

6. On Fryday the xjt of March 1613[-14] nty second dzughter
ELIZABETH Dridgeman was borne in my house in Peterburgh
about a guarter of an hour at most after ten a clock in the fore-
noone, & baptized in the Quire of the Cathedrall chorch ther 15°
March t613[-14]: Mr William Reynell Counselor being gedfather
& M~ frauncis Dove & M™ Anoe Dove the archdeacon's wife
godmothers. Pray God blesse her with his spirit & make her
his faythlul servant to her life’s end —She dyed at Westminster
13 May 1624 & was buryed in St Margret's Chauncel at the
corner on north side,

7. On Sunday morning being the 22t of Octob: 1615 almost
half an hour after one a clock in the morning my fft sonne
[HENRY] was berne in the parlor at my house in Peterburgh:
on Wednesday following being the 25t day he was christened
in the new font.1

8. The 3 day of January 1616[-17] on Friday morning early
a little before two of the clock my 39 daughter was born in
Wigan parsenage in the chamber over the parter and was christ-
ened in Wigan church on Saturday following. Mt Augustine
Wilbore god father M7 Barrow Mrs Jane Chaderton god mothers
wha gave her the name of MaARv.—She dyed in Wigan 30 of
May 1617 whiles 1 attended on the King at Edinburgh in

b Bee p. 186
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Scotland & is buryed next her brother William in the place of
the decayed chauncell in Wigan, The Lord be thanked yt
gave & took her.

g. December 15; 1618; upen Tuesday night between the hours
of one & two my sonne JAMES Bridgeman was borne at Wigan
& christered in Wigan church the Sunday following : Sponsoribus
John Wrightington Esqr, Wm Leigh p’son of Standish & Mn
Wilbore, The Lord blesse him to the glory of his eternal
majesty that he may truly serve him as his faythful servant
here & rest wt* him in peace & happines in the world to come.

10. Die Sabati 15 Januarii [1619-20] paulo ante hord secundi
pomeridiand Wiganiz in camera regia natus est filius meus
CaROLUS sic no'i'atus in baptismo sequenti die dominico; Spon-
soribus fratre meo Edwardo & Augustine Wilbere, & sorore mea
Lydia Snel: Benedic ei domine ut tibi hic serviat fideliter &
constanter ut tandem tecd possit in eternd regnare p’ Jesum
Christi.—Filius meus Carolus Bridgeman obiit ap? Lever 30
August, 1632, Sepultus in cancella mea in ecclia de Bolton
6 Aug. in Australi angulo. D'ns dedit d'ns abstulit, bencdicti sit
nomen d'noi

Il. Junij 3°: Anno 1621: natus est filius meus RICHARDUS
(in doma Mr Maddox prope molendind aquatici Westmonastetii,
dii essemus ib’'m in parliam'¢) fere semihora ante decima noctu,
Et die 7o sequenti Baptizatus in templo s'ci Gregorii Westmon-
aster: Sponsotibus dee & Eccl'iz D* Richardo Parry Episcopo
Assaphen’, & Thomi Morton Episcopo Coven: & Lichf: et uxore
Richardi Serchficld Episcopi Bristol: Benedic el Deus, ut sit
tibi in eternii, fidelis servus, Amen,

1z. Nata mihi filia ELEANORA Wiganiz vix semihora post
@ pomeridiand die Lunz Novembr: 18, Anno 1622 Et edde’
septimana die scil't’ Sabbati 23 Nov. Baptizata in eccl'ia paro-
chiali de Wigan: Sponsoribus fratre meo Thoma Bridgema’,
I¥na Elianora Rigby de Horrocks, Et M Augustini Wilhere
uxore, Benedicat ei deus ut hic et in eterni chr'e inserviat,
Qua cbiit dic Sabati 14 Decemb: 1622: Et sepulta est prope


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

History of the Church and Manor of Wigan. 445

Mm Sherlock euratG meii et Lewis Williams servii mefi Wiganie
die D'nice p'x. sequenti in veteri sive inferiori Cancelld, cori
sedile meo, prope medii. D¥ns dedit et d'ns abstulit, sit nomen
D'n} benedictll.

Who lyeth hers interred lived not so long, as to obtayna all the use of
tongue,

Then to supply both want of tongue & breath ; Leam hence the legend
of her life & death.

She was a blossome that too soon was blasted ; a flower whose beauty
oot 4 moneth lasted. -

A glorious glimpse of lightning, thongh extended, by splendor farr, yet
in & moment ended,

Of orient lugter a most pretious jemme, but only shewen and then put
up agen,

Her Cradle was her Grave, the Font her Tombe ; Bomne, Baptired,

Buryed, is her storyes summe.

Alugustine] W[ilbore]

r3 Natus mihi filius MATHEUS Bridgema’ in palatio cestrie
die Veneris hori sonante undecdmi diorpd 23 die mensis Julii,
1624 Postea scilicet die Luna 26 Julij Baptizatus in eccl'ia s=
Woertburgze apd eccliam cathedral® concionante M™ Thoma
Bridge. Sponsoribus Drt ffoster p'bendaric ¢t Thoma Dod
Archidiacono Richmond et . . King uxori D™ King. Benedic
illi, d’'ne Deus, ut tibi serviat fidel'r in hic vitd, ot teci m:ternd
fruatur post hanc vita.  Obiit die Martis 3 Aug: 1624 Cestriz &
is buryed in the upper end of the cathedral! church in the quire,
in the south angle, nere along by the stone seates.

14. My sonne EDWARD Bridgeman was bomne in the pallace
at Chester in the great chamber of the tower about a quarter of
an hour after eight a clock on fryday night, 3 Sept 1630: &
baptized in my chappe] ther on Sonday § Sept  The chauncelor
Mr Tho : Stofford, & Mr John Ley prebendary being his god-
fathers, & M Eleanor Bridgeman {wife to my brother Edward
of Sanky) godmother. O Lord biesse him with all graces w
may most sett forth thy glory & further his salvation in Jesus

M
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Christ: Amen Amen Amen. Filius meus Edwardus Bridgeman
obiit Cestria= 2 QOctobris 1632. Sepultus in choro Cathedralis
ib'm prope fratrem snd Mathed 4 octob ; benedicats d'ns.

15. My daughter ANNE Bridgeman was borme on Sunday
night 12 Maij 1633 hali a quarter of an hour after twelve a clock
at midnight in my house on the mill bank in Westminster : she
was baptized in 5t Margaret's church in Westminster on fryday
17 Maij 1633. Sponsoribus Dr Bates prebendary ther & the
Lady Aleph & Mm™ Hopton. God blesse her wit many graces
to his glory & her salvation that she may be his servant here &
a saint wth him hereafter. Amen Amen Amen. She dyed . . .
1634 & is buryed by her sister in 5t Margret's church in West-
minster.

Bishop Bridgeman left a valuable 475, behind him relating to
the ecclesiastical history of the diogese of Chester, which is pre-
served in the diocesan registry and known as bishop Bridgeman's
Leger. And his care for the future interests of the see is well
shewn by a notice of him, preserved in the Baker M55, in the
University Library at Cambridge,® and endorsed ; “ From Sir
William Dawes? bishop of Chester, by Dr, Fogg? Prebendary
there.”

#'The Estate of the Ilocess of Chester in the time of the R: R:
Father in God John Bridgeman Ld: Bp: of Chester, who was con.
secrated on Sunday the 9; Maii 1619

r, At the entrance of Bp: Bridgeman intc the See of Chester, Thers
were no Charters, Evidences, Registers, Rentals, Countreparts, nor any
other escripts or Records to be found concerning his Bprick or the
Revenues thereof; but with much search of labor, besides the chasge,
he sought out & caused to be written into his Register all that he could
get or hear of,

1 Baker M55, vol. xeviil pp. 422-435. Thir extract hax been already printed in
the Palatine Nate-Book, wol, ifi. pp. 60-63.

* 5ir William Dawes was bishop of Chester from Febroary, 1767-8 to Febroary,
I7I3-04 when he was translated to YVork

1 Asthur Fogg, son of dean Lawrence Fogg, wat prebendary of the 2nud dall fvm
soth April, 1707 to 3738
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2. Most of the Pensions, Synodals, & Procutations, especially within
the Archdeaconry of Richmond, were almost lost, tith with suit or by
other means he racoverd them.

3- The Pallace of the Bp: in Chaster was in great decay, where he
covered the Tower with Lead, & built two Lodging Chambers under the
Arch, which support the highest Chamber of the Tower, where nevet
was Chamber before. Those Chambers he new wainscotted, & made a
Cabinet of strong Boxes (in a Closet within one of them) for to keep
the Bp's Evidences safely ever after. He also bestowed new wainscot
on the under great Chamber of the Tower. And he budlt up two
Chambers for the Porter, next to the Porch, at the first entrance into
the Fallace.

4. Because the Quire men wanted Houses in the College, & were fain
to their charge to hire Houses in the City, he built them up 4 Houses
from the Pallace nerthward, between his Porter’s Lodge & his Register's
Office: each house containing & Kitchin & Hall & two Middle Chambers,
& two upper Lofts, besides the onder Cellars.

5 Inthe Cathedra] (which being built with red stone & not finisht,
was of the same colour within as it is without) he bestowed aolit to
have it washed all over withingide, withtn it also he built & fair new
Pulpitt at the west end of the Body of the great Chorch, & boughte
wainscot seats, & other Forms for the people to set there, & then re-
moved the Sunday Sermons from St Oswalds {where the Mayor of
Chester claiming a Parish, & usurping chief authetity in that Church, had
displaced the Pulpit, [and] the seats of the Dean & Preberds) first into
the Quire, where he caused the Stalls to be fairly painted, & aome of
them guilt, & thence into the Body of the Cathedrall

6. For the encrease of the Bp's yearly Revenue, whereas Ribchester
Lease was to be renewed, & the Farmers had eflred him 500" Fine &
{as sotme of the Inhabitants affirmed) would mther give him 1000'™ Fine
then go without it, there being onely one aged Life remaining in their
Lease, he utterly refused to take any mony for a new Lease thereof, but
said he would (if ever it fell in his time) better the Vicaridge thereof
yearly (which is yet but twenty Marks yearly) & would reserve the rest
for succeeding Bpfa: And thus he refused their Fine about to or 1x
years, & when he grew sick & weak, fearing lest his successors might for
ptivate pain defeat his good Intention, he made means to the King to
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confirmy it, who thersupon wrote his Letters 1o remain in the Registry
perpetually unto Succession, for the reservation of it in Demesne ta the
B'prick in perpetuity.

4. Because the Rurall Deaneries in his Diocess were leased out for
fives or years, so as sometime they came 1o the possession of wnworthy
& base men, & some of them to women (for Middlewich Deanery fell
by Administration to one . . . . Kingey the widow of & serving Man,
which got it in like sort, & Dr. King on whom the said Bp: bestowed
that Deanery could not after much Sute evict het, till she was taken in
Adulery on a Good Friday in the Month June in Chester, & publickly
punished for it}; as also because the peveral Deanes kept no constant
{Mhce, & brought those places in disesteem, for that the Deanas usually
put in meane men, who would give them nwost yearly Rent, & seldome
kept the Records, so as many orphans, when they came to age, knew not
how to find or where to claym their dues: therefore Bp: Bridgeman,
that he might restore those places to their former Dignity, & that some
constant Office might be had, to which all persons might resort for
search of their Rights by the Records, & also might enlarge the profits
or authority of his two Archdeacons of Richmond & Chester {which
being destitute of all Jurisdiction aze yet but meer Stipendiaries or
Almesmen to the Bpfs whe ofientimes pay them . , , . . . & per-
haps with an ill will}; And lastiy for the benefit of the Bps them-
selves in Succeasicn, that so they may be disburthened of that 1ot
yearly stipend, which they pay by the Charter of Foundation to the sd:
Archdeacons: The sd: Bp: when those Deaneries fell into his hands
reserved them ior the sd: Archdeacons, & enlarging the old Rents which
those Deancries usually payd to the Bps, & ever taking them to such
Summes or rather less as the Deanes used to sett them =zt ta their
Deputies, & adding more Deaneries thereto, whereby those who exer.
cised those places might besides their Jurisdiction henefit themselves in
profit and gain, He hath united all the 8 Rurall Deaneries in Cheshire
to the Archdeacon of Chester, upon the yearly Rent of 505 to the Bp:
for the discharge of the zaid Archdeacon's Stipend, as appears by his
Patent thereof registred.

And for the ather goft yearly for the like Stipend of the Archdeacon
of Richmond, when the Deanery of Warrington [ell to his gift by the
death of Mr. Collayne, & the Deaneries of Blackburm & Leland icll
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likewise by the death of Mr. Morrise & Mz, Bennet, he encreased the
rents thereof to such summs (ot somewhat less) as the sd: Deans sett
them at to their deputies, viz: Warrington Deanery for 27Vt yearly,
Leland Deanery for 10t yearly, & DBlackbume Deanery for pzlit: 6: 84
yearly ; im fate 5cli® for the Archdeacon of Richmond

And becanse the Bpfis have few preferments besides to bestow upon
their Chaplains, he hath reserved the Deaneries of Manchester &
Amounderness for that purpose. And because the old rent issuing
out of those Deaneries 10 the Bp: should not be last, & so the Bp's
revenue yearly impaired, he hath a purpose, & doth entreat his Succes-
sars for the good of their Posterity, that when the other Deaneries of
Copland, Furness, Lonsdal, Richmond, Catherick, & Burrowbrig fall
void, their rents may be encreased to the summe of 364* & so the
antient tevenue may be continued, & the 100t to the Archdeacons
clearly saved. Yet for the present he was constrained to grant them in
patent {or rather only to exchange the name of the patentes) to Mr
Joseph Cradock, ounly pro véd, who is now Commissary of Richmond,
upon Mr Manwaring's resignation of his patent, who had the said
Commissaryship & the: sd: Deaneries with patent hefore this time for
twe Lives, viz: for his own & Mark Pickering's Life. So as now there
is only one Life in the sd: Deaneries, whereas usually there was two
Lives before.

He built the Bp's Stall in the Quire A= 1635 & a fir new Pulpit
right over against it a>. 1637 & pilded the organs in the Cathedral, &
made a new setl of pipes in it. He raised the steps towards the Com-
munion Table, & made the wall & partition there, & tooke in the two
highest pillars at the end of it to enlarge the Quire: & he glazed the
east window over it, with the story of the Apnunciation, Nativity, Cie.
cumcision, & Fresentaticn of our Saviour, & built two lofts, behinde
the nerth & south sides of the Quire & the partition between the body
of the Cathedral & St Oswald’s Church. And he made a fair seat at the
gouth side of S5t Qswald's Church under the great south window, of
three stories, the highest whereaf was for the Bp: the Dean & Chapter
& Chancellor to sett in, & the middle seat for the Quire & Consis-
terians to sitt in, the lowest for the Choristers & Scholars, with others
belonging to the Chureh & Churchmen. He erected a Font at the west
end of the Church, & whereas the stgne windowes of the Church were s0
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eaten out with antiquity & weather as most of them were in danger of
falling, & one of them did fall down directly over the Pulpit in the Quire
about half an houre afler the sermon which (had it falien a little sooner
ere the people had gone out of y* Church) wonld have slayne many men
& women. He made new stone windows almost about all the Quire, &
in other places of the Cathedral he put in new stanches of stone, as he
did in the Pallace windowes, where he flored or planched & : rocms with
bords, & wainscotted & benched the two . . . . . windows in the stone
Chamber, & made wainscot portals for the Abbot's Chamber (since
termed the nursery), the chamber over the Chappell He built also a
new Coach House at the north east comer of his orchard {called the
Kidcort), made the Bp's stables (almost all tuined before) with a new
Chamber therein for the Groom to lodge in & all things needful for ic.”

The following extract from a letter addressed to Nathan Wal-
worth, of Ringly-fold, by his friend Peter Seddon, of Prestolee,
in the outwood of Pilkington, t4th December, 1634, describing
the consecration of Ringley chapel by bishop Bridgeman a few
days before, is of much intcrest as shewing the form then used at
the consecration of churches:

% Upon Monday the 7% of this instant Rob! Seddon, Thomas Parr,
John Walworth and I went to my Lo. te Lever, as we had done many
a day before, and desyred that, ior the encoragement of you and other
well dispoged, the namination of the minister might be to you and whom
you appointed ; we nsed arguments to persuaid him to it, till certifying
him that we did not know that yon affected it, bat tould him that seeing
in all ages those that have been libarall and bountifull o pious account
have been thought worthie to have the honour of them next God so we
thovght it was his part 1o grant, and ours to ask, the patronage to you
in the consecration ; but no further prevailed we but that you and the
parson of Prestwich shounld joyn in the ellection during your life, and
after the 3 parsons of Berry, Prestwich and Middleton; and ferther he
tould us he would goe towards Chester upon friday and thersfore must
either come upon thursday or not at all vatill Lent ; well we, hopiag of
your good acceptance, agreed to fim for thursday, made the indenture
of bargin and saie readie, a2 copy where of you shail receive either zow
or by the first convenient messenger; Thursday being come proved
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could frost and snow, and the fore named 4 men went to Lever and
found my Lo. wag not well yet.

In the aftemoone the sune shining forth, he got on horse and came
with us with his retinew and no sooner looked up 2t the Foxriding gate
but: with an asavaration he saide it was & faire and Butifull House ; we
brought him to your house and into your chamber which Martha had
deckt up and their was provided some modium (modicwm) of wine and
Banketing stuff, but my Lord, having been troubled with a locsness the
night before, would not drink ; only put upp some sugat cake or such
like, but T warrant you nothing was lsit. S0 then putting on his Sur-
plice, hood or banner habit, and 2l his Robes, he went to the chappel
gate, which was sett oppen, and there my Uncle Fox in my La. Darby's
name and your Cosin Nathan in your name, by s writing then read, did
surrender up both soyle and building to the BB by him to be dedicated
and consecrated for the service of Almighty God, and then they came
forth [and] the B. entered taking a kind of psession and sessin [seizin]
for that use by such like words: [ do accept of this surrender and have
entered. And then the great South Chappel Dooer being opened my
Lo: stood before it [and] with an awdible voyce prayed in sentences
gathered forth of the Pralms and other Scriptures for the Blessing of
the Lord upon them that bad done that pyous work and all those who
had been heipers and furtherers of it, and cursses, [and] exeecrations,
upon thoss that shonld deface those buildings or diminish those giftes
given to that pious use; and then entering the Chappel he shut the
Dooer, and after 2 while oppened it and bad come in, and then going
into the Rezding Desk he read Eveoing Prayers with certen celected
paalras and chapters, as the 84 y* 122 ¥* 132 psalm, the 2 of Chro; 6,
and Math: 2%, and then read the Letanie with divers addisions for cthe
occation, and then going to the Great Chancell window he sat down and
read the deed of consecration in Latin whersin he hath named the Chap-
pel e Sanailate Demine,” as I understand it; 50 sooue as we have it
you shall have a copy of that t00; and when he had read this, then saying
let us pray, and kneeling downe at the upper end* of the table with his

1 This was probably an ervor af the shriter, The words he heand probably wers
" dr Saucio Salvatove," as the Chapel was dedicated to the Holy Savicor.

= At this time the Holy Table wis probably stending East atd West i Ihe Chancel,
The text yeir [1535) srchbishop Laud, st & visitation, ordered it to be placed allarwise,
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face down the chappel before all the congregation, he prayed a long prayer
fll of pithie saisonable petitions like that of Solomon at the dedication of
the Temple ending the same with the Blessing at the departure, and so
ended all the Ceremanie, in all which I saw nothing but Godly, lawful,
and expedient, without anie Superstition; howsvever some Calumniaters
bave spoken against thiz way, but I thiok it is becavse they love not
Bishops,” 7

Bishop Bridgeman was essentially a scholar and a gentleman.
His manners were gentie and courteous; aad though of some-
what grave deportment he was not devoid of humour, [Ia the
words of Prince, in his Werthies of Devor, *he was as ingenuous
as grave, and a great patron of those gifis in others he was the
happy owner of himself,” He was not only careful to give his
own children a good education at school and college, and to help
his poorer relatiens in their acquirements of learning, but, as
Prince gbserves, “he every year maintained, more or less, hope-
ful young men at the University, and preferred such as were
proficient.” He was loyal and true not only te his Sovereign
but also to his friends, by whom he was much respected. He
was frequently consulted by archbishop Laud and the great
but wnfortunate Earl of Strafford, both of whom reckoned him
amongst their intimate friends, as may be scen by the many
letters which passed between them. He was highly esteemed
by King James, to whom he was devotedly attached ; and he
served the son with no less fidelity than the father, giving proof
of his loyalty by the sacrifices which he made in the royal cause.
He seems to have been greatly locked up te by his own family,
whom he was always ready to serve to the best of his power. He
enabled his younger brothers and one at least of his sister's sons to
pursue theit education at the university, and adopted two of his
ntieces, who came to live with him, andwere martied from his house.
Having had his sons well taught, he started them in their respec-
tive callings, made a good provision for their maintenance, and
appears to have been particularly happy in his relations with themn

' Comepondence of Nathan Walworth {Chetham Society, vol. ¢iz) pp. 3033
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alterwards. In his public capacity he evidently acquired the
respect of both clergy and laity in his own diocese, and received
from the richer and more influential of the laity much valuable
asgistance in prosecuting his works of charity and reformation.
In his dealings with the ultra-puritans and noncenformists be
was lenicnt and forbearing, being waont to use much reasoning and
persuasion before proceeding meore strenuously against them ; but
when at length obliged to act, he seldom swerved from his pur-
pose, and hesitated not to use strong meastres, if he thought
them neediul, to bring them to submission and conformity.
This trait in his character is in some measure corroborated by
the accounts of the nonconformists themselves. Brook, in his
Lives of the Puritans,' says that bishop Bridgeman “did not at
first manifest any great opposition against the nonconformists,
except suspending a few of them, together with the suspen-
ston of Knutsford chapel,” which last he mentions as an act of
“episcopal superstition in perfection,” and thus deseribes the
occasion : " A pentleman of Knutsford, being fond of sport, caused
a bear passing along the street to be led into the chapel. The
bishop ne sooner heard of the chapel being thus profaned by the
bear than he suspended it from being used for public worship,
and it remained a long time under his lordship’s ecclesiastical
censurs;” no doubt until they were willing to have it purified.
“But afterwards,” he goes on te say, “the bishop took courage,
and inhibited most of the puritans in his diocese. Mr. Paget,
among the rest, was convened before him, when the good eld
man humbly desired his lordship's connivance ; which he denied,
lest, as he chserved, he should lose the favour of his prince.
And when he required Mr, Paget to assign his reasons for refusal
to kneel at the Sacrament, he (Paget) cited the words of our
Lord : ‘Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for
doctrine the sommandments of men.” These words, he observed,
might be justly applied to the imposition of kneeling at the

t Yol ik, p. 263 ; treating of Paget's Defence.
3N
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Lord’s Supper. The bishop then signified that he expected a
more learned argument, and supposed that Mr. Paget would
have insisted upon the posture used by Christ and His disciples
at the institution of the ordinance, And to convinee Mr. Papget
how unseemly that posture would now be in the church, his
Iordship gravely cast himself on a bench by the side of a table,
leaning on his elbow, affirming that to have been the picture of
Christ at the institution of the supper; which, said he, you can-
not contradict, especially if you understand Greek. Mr. Paget
replied, that whatever was his knowledge of Greek, doubtless
the trapslators of the New Testament wers skilful in that
language, and they had rendered it sittimg.  Also he further
observed that Dr. Morton, his lordship’s predecessor, notwith-
starding the stir he made about the translation, confessed it was
a #ind of sitting. However, to close the business, Mr. Papget,
together with many others, was suspended from the ministry,
and remained under his lordship’s censure about two years”

Another nonconformist writer says of the bishop that he was
slow to act against the nonconformists, “but when he took actien
against them he did it with a will, as though he enjoyed it." He
wias, indeed, a man of energy and perseverance, especially in his
younger days before be was weakened by sickness and infirmity,
and seldom relinquished his purpose without attaining his object,
though he usually pursued it with caution, charity, and self-
restraint. This was shewn alike in the management of his
private affairs, in the recovery of his church’s rights, and in
dealing with the refractory elements in his diccese. And the
family motto, whether adopted by him or by some later member
of his house, was by no means unsuitable to his own character,
“aer cunctands wee temere agendo” or, as it was sometimes nsed
in a more abbreviated form, “ nec femere nee timide”  The bishop
was hospitable towards rich and poor, and largely entertained at
his palace both the clergy and laity of his diocese.

With Land and Strafford for his friends, his political and
religions views may be easily conjectured. In civil potitics, as
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has been already menticned, he was a staunch and zecalous
royalist, and, as such, a great sufferer in the cause of the
monarchy, In theclogical sentiments he was what would now
perhaps be styled a moderate high churchman. His views
were in z2ccordance with those of Lavd and Neile, whose orders
he tried to carry out to the best of his ability, and with a con-
siderable measure of success. Prynne charges him, in 1641,
with having erected * divers stone altars in his diccese,—one in
the cathedral at Chester, used in time of popery, which hee
caused to be digged up out of the ground where it was formerly
buried ; and he crdered all the ministers in Chester, not onely
to read prayers, but likewise to preach in their hoods and sur-
plices.”!  But, though a strong upholder of autharity, both in
church and state, he exercised his own with moderztion, and
reckoned among his fricnds some who held views widely differing
from his own, as for example, bishop Potter, of Carlisle, who
was known as *the Puritanical bishop.”

Bishop Bridgeman was succeeded in his landed estates, at
Great Lever, in the county of Lancaster, Bromborough, in the
county of Chester {on each of which he rebuilt the Hall or Manor
house), Wigland, in the county of Chester, and Wolvesacre, in
the county of Flint, by Orlando Bridgeman, his eldest surviving
son.

Orlando Bridgeman was born at Exeter, 30th January, 16082
and went up to Queen's College,3 Cambridge, zist January,
1621-24 where he took his bachelors degree in January, 1623-4.5
It is probable that during his residence at the University he
migrated from Quecn's College to his father's old college of
Magdalen, for there is 2 smemerandum in the bishop's Leger that
he was “admitted to Magdalen College in Cambridge 22 June
16..." He commenced master of arts at Midsummer, 15249

Y Antipatiie of the Enplih Lordly FPralads dork to Regall Menarcdy and Civill
Uity Part ii. p. 291 * Family Evidencon

3 Stephen's Dictionary of Mational Bicgraphy. * Family Evidences

* Dic, Nab Biogy, * Family Evidences.
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and was elected fellow of Magdalen 7th July of the same year;?
but his father would not allow him to accept the fellowship.®

In November of the same year he was admitted to the Inner
Temple,3 and was called to the Bar toth February, 16324 He
was made Vice-chamberlain of Chester, 27th July, 16385 and
steward of the Liberties of William Laud, archbishop of Canter-
bury, in 1630.6 His frst official appointment in the law was
probably that of King's counsel in the Duchy of Lancaster,” In
1840 he was returned as member for Wigan in the parliament
summened to meet at Westminster on 13th April.  He was
made solicitor to the Prince of Wales by patent under the broad
geal in May of the same year ;8 and knighted by King Charles .

On 29th August, 1642, he was expelled the House of Com-
mons for deserting its services and assisting in the defence of
Chester for the King against the Parliament ;2 for which he was
alsa struck cut of the commission of the peace in October of the
same year.'® But when the King summoned the members of the
twa houses that were faithful to him to meet at Oxford in 1644,
he took his seat in Christ-church Hall as the lawful representative
of Wigan, and was one of the King's commissioners at the Ux-
bridge nepotiations in January, 1645-6.50 As a reward for his
services he was appointed attorney-general to the eourt of Wards
and Licences by patent under the great seal at Oxford passed by
Lord Littleton. When Oxford capitulated to Fairfax, Sir Or-
lando first retired to Morton Hall, his seat in Shropshire, and
afterwards came privately to London, where he practised as a
© r Die. Not. Biogr. * Family Evidences. 5 Die, Nat, Dicgr. i I,

3 Helsby's Ormerod's CReshire, woll 1 p. G0 Sir Qrlando Bridpeman's biographer
in the Dic. Tnt. Biogr. says that he was Chief Justice of Chester in 1638 ; tut this is
doubtless a mistake. Sir John Brdgeman, of Prinknash, knight, & vevy distant
ezlation, died Chief Justice of Chester in 1633, and was swccceded in Lhat office by
Sir Thomas Milward {Helsby's Ormercd, wal i, p. 65). His appointment to the
Viee-chamberlinship will have been that to which Laud alludes in his letter of August,
1638, [3ee p. 401).

b Famiiy Evidencer. * Thid, B Fhrd,

8 Parl. Iigt,, p. €51, gueled Ly Lord Camplell.

= Ciwil War Tracts of Lancashire (Chetham Soc., vol. i) p &o.
' Dic, Nat. Biogr,
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conveyancer and Chamber Counsel, but would not recognize the
usurped authority, during the commonwealth, so far as to put on
his gown and plead before the Judges in open court. He was
not allowed, however, to live in London; on 1oth September,
1650, he received a licence from the council of state to remain at
Beaconsfield with his family, and on 15th and 2gth October also
of the same year he had special licences to come to London and
reside there for about a month while engaged on special business.t
When the proper time for action arrived he actively exerted
himself to further the cause of the restoration. He must have
been in constant communication with the court, and high in the
confidence of Hyde (afterwards Earl of Clarendon); for two days
after the King's return to Whitehall on 2gth May, 1660, a writ
was issued under the great seal for calling him to the degree of
serjeant-at-law, and in two days more, on 2nd June, he was
made Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer. He was
created a baronet on the 7th of the same month, being the first
baronet created by King Charles II. after his restoration. In
October of the same year he presided at the trial of the regicides,
which he conducted with great moderation;2 and at the conclu-
sion of the trial he was made Chief Justice of the Common Pleas,
the patent being dated 22nd October, 1660.

After presiding in the Court of Common Pleas for nearly seven
years, where he preserved a high reputation and gave general
satisfaction, he was made Lord Keeper of the great seal, 31st
August, 1667, in the place of the Earl of Clarendon. He
appears to have behaved with generosity to his old friend and
patron, the Earl of Clarendon, when almost every one was aban-
doning him. At the risk of losing the great seal, he did what
lay in his power to stop the impeachment, and prevent the neces-
sity of his flight; and it was he who carried to the King the last
letter which Clarendon wrote to him in England, denying his
privity with the marriage between the Duke of Richmond and
“la belle Stuart.” He used his influence as Lord Keeper to
make the bill of pains and penalties, on which the King and the

* Dic. Nat. Biogr. 2 Jbid.
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court party insisted, operate with as little prejudice as possible
to Clarenden and his property, and he behaved with much
kindness to the sons and dependents of the banished Earl
Bridgeman retained the great seal till 17th November, 1672,
when it was given to the Earl of Shaitesbury,

Sir Orlande Bridgeman suffered severely from the gout, which
rendered his official duties difficult to him. In a letter written
to his son, John Bridgeman, Esq., at Castle Bromwich, ncar
Coleshill, in Warwickshire, on 20th January, 1666[7], he says:

%1 am gotten abroad agayn, but infinitely lame, and not aliogether
without payne. I verily believe {(every fitt of goute weakninge mee)
that I shall shortly Le a perfect criple, God's will be done.”

In another letter to his son, dated 11th May, 1671, he says:

# I strugle with my goute ; much adoe I have o keep up, goe I cannot,
vet make shifl to bee carryed to Westm™ Hall.”

And in another letter:

“1 am the same in my resolutions 2z I was ever, and intend, as soons
as fayrely I can, to retire to a privat life, being weary of my employ-
ment, and walking but upen a narrow Bridge ; in which walk T yet keep
principally for conscience sake, nat being willing to desert the ship in a
storm.”

Sir Orlando’s London residence was at Essex House in the
Strand, After his resignation of office he lived in entire seclu-
sion at his villa at Teddington, where he died on z5th June,
£674, aged 66. Bishop Burnat says of him that “he was a man
of great integrity, and had very serious impressions of religion on
his mind." His honourable and consistent conduct through life
proves the sincerity of his religion. Tlaving suffered for his faith-
fulness to the King, he lived to see the triumph of his principles,
and to reap the fruits of his loyalty, In his prosperity he was
mindfal of the wants of others, and a liberal supporter of the
church. His younger son, Sir Francis Bridgeman (in the writ-
ings annexed to his will}, states that his father, the Lord Keepen
gave £400 yeatly to the cathedral establishments, and procured it
to be settled in augmentation of the episcopal revenue. He also
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gave varicus sums to purchase tithes and fee farm lands for such
churches as he had to do with, and which were not, as he thought,
sufficiently endowed, as, for example, those of Castle Bromwich,
in Warwickshire, and Teddington, in Middlesex. 1In his legal
capacity, Lord Campbel! says that “he was a profound master
of the common law ;" and the editor of his valuable work, Pre-
cedents and Convepances, hesitates not to call him “the great
oracle, not only ol his feliow-sufferers (the royalists}, but of the
whole nation, in matters of law ; his very enemies not thinking
their estates secure without his advice” Dr. Lloyd, also, in his
memoirs of the noble, reverend and excellent perscnages that
suffered for their faithful allegiance to their sovereign, says that
Sir Orlando was “a great honour to his profession ; his modera-
tion and equity as Chief Justice being such in dispensing bis
Majesty's law, that he seemed to carry a kind of chancery in his
breast in the Common Pleas, endearing as well as opening the law
to the people, as if he earried about him the King's conscience
as well as his own.” And another authority bears this high
testimony to his learning and character: = In the arguments of
Chief Justice Bridgeman methinks I find that evésceratio case,
as the Roman Orator ealls it, an exact anatomy of the case, and
a dexterous piercing into the very bowels of it; and it was no
smalt commendation of an eminent professor of onr law, and one
that afterwards was advanced to the highest office a person of
that profession can be capable, that A¢ efways areued fike a
laiwver and a gentleman”™t  The perraits of Sir Orlando and
some other judges were placed in Guildhall, about the year 1671,
in testimony of the gratitude of the city of London for their
signal services in having settled, without expense of lawsuit, the
properties of the citizens after the fire of 1666, King Charles
II. appears to have entertained a high epinion of Sir Orlande,
and as a mark of his esteern he voluntarily offered to raise him
to the I'eerage®  But his prudence prompted him to decline the
offer. He was at that time married to a second wife, and as he
meant to divide his property between his eldest son and his issue

t Preface 1o Carter’s Kzferis. * MS. Family Pedipree.
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by the sccond marriage, he considered that the property which he
purposed to leave to his eldest sen wonld be insufficient to support
the dignity of a peerage, and therefore thought it better to decline
the higher honour, and accept of a baronetage for his second son.

Sir Orlando was twice maried, first to Judith, eldest daughter
and sole heir to John Kynaston, of Morton, in the county of
Salop, Esq., by whom he had a daughter Elizabeth, who was
born at Wigan 2oth of May, 1629, and dicd in the following
July, and an only son, Sir John Bridgeman, baranet, born at
Lever Hall, 16th August, 1631, now represented by the Earl of
Bradford, who is still possessed of the family estates at Great
Lever and Morton. Mrs. PBridgeman, his first wife, died at
Oxford, 12th July, 1644, and was buried in the University church
thete.

S5ir Orlando’s second wife was Dorothy, daughter and co-heir
of Dr. John Saunders, sometime Fellow, then Principal, of St
Mary’s Hall, and afterwards Provost of Oriel College, Oxford,
and Physician to King Charles 1. They were married 22nd
April, 1647, in 5t. Thomas® Back church, London. She was the
widow of George Cradock, of Caverswall Castle, in the county of
Stafford, Esq. By her Sir Orlando had issue two sons and two
daughters, 1. Sir Ortlando Bridgeman, created a Baronet 12th
November, 1673, to whom he Jeft the estates of Ridley, Wigland
&c., in the county of Chester, and Wolvesacre, in the county of
Flint. 2. Sir Francis Bridgeman, knight, to whom he left the
estates at Bowood, in the county of Wilts, for life, and at Ted-
dington after his mother's death; Sir Francis married but died
without issue, when the estate’ at Teddington reverted to his
eldest brother Sir John Bridgeman, baronet, and the Bowood
estate to Sir Orlando Bridgeman, baronet. The daughters were
Margaret, who died young; and Charlotte, wife of Sir Thomas
Middleton, of Chirk Castle, in the county of Denbigh, baronet,
Bame Dorothy Bridgeman, relict of Sir Orlando, to whom he left
his interast in the lease of Essex House, London, and the estate at
Teddington &<, for ker life, was buried by the side of her hus-
band at Teddington, 12th Januvary, 16g;.


http://www.flatcapsandbonnets.com
www.flatcapsandbonnets.com

	The_history_of_the_church_manor_of_Wigan-p1-200
	The_history_of_the_church_manor_of_Wigan-p201-281

