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IMPORTANT WHS™ 2024 UPDATES 

On the 1st of January 2024, The WHS™ Rules of Handicapping & Course 

Rating™ standards will be updated.  Any changes will not take effect within 

GB&I until the 1st of April 2024.  Significant updates to the WHS include:  

Inclusion of Shorter-Length Golf Courses Within the Course Rating™ 

System:  The overall length requirements for Course Rating™ in the WHS™ 

will be significantly reduced.  A set of tees on a measured 18-hole course 

may be as short as 1,500 yards [1,370 metres] to be eligible for a Course 

Rating™ and Slope Rating®, and a set of tees on a measured 9-hole course 

may be as short as 750 yards [685 metres].  This change is intended to 

expand the WHS™ to shorter length courses, including par-3 courses, and 

enable more golfers to obtain and use a Handicap Index®.  Ratings are 

capacity dependent and only carried out during summer months by local 

County rating teams. 

Use of an Expected Score for a Hole Not Played: Improvements have 

been made to the method used to handle holes not played, which will now 

be based on a player’s expected score rather than a score of net par.  This 

new method will produce a 9-hole or 18-hole Score Differential™ that more 

accurately reflects a player’s ability.  As golfers across the world are playing 

more 9-hole rounds, an expected score will also be used to convert a 9-hole 

round into an 18-hole Score Differential™.  The calculations used to calculate 

an expected score, includes ratings of standard difficulty, and are not shared 

by the USGA.  This means the Score Differential™ will more accurately reflect 

the playing ability of the individual golfer.  

Playing Conditions Calculation Adjustments Made More 

Frequent: The Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) within GB&I has already 

been modified to increase the likelihood of an adjustment for abnormal 

playing conditions.  
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Enhanced Guidance on Conducting a Handicap Review: The role of the 

Handicap Committee is vital to the success of the WHS™, and the rules 

recommend that a Handicap Review is conducted regularly, or at least once 

a year, to ensure a Handicap Index® remains reflective of a player’s ability.  

New reporting tools have been developed to incorporate into the 

handicapping software to assist Committees in conducting the review 

process effectively and consistently.  These reports will be made available in 

due course via the WHS™ portal. 

The Inclusion of Four Ball Better Ball Scores within GB&I: These 

scores will be added to the list of mandatory scores to be returned for 

handicapping.  It is vital that all competitions are run through competition 

software to ensure they arrive on a playing record in a timely manner (before 

midnight on the day of play).  Only scores of 42 points or more, where a 

player has featured 9 times or more, will trigger inclusion in the handicap 

calculation.  Holes where the player did not score will be allocated points 

relative to the score recorded on the card.  

Course Handicap™ using CR-Par:  Since its inception, WHS™ has 

embraced the many ways golf is played around the world.  To align with 

other Countries, there will be a change in the way we calculate Course 

Handicaps so that they are relative to par, making a golfer’s target score to 

“play to handicap” more intuitive.   

Rounding:  As of April 2024, for competition purposes, the calculated and 

unrounded Course Handicap™ will be carried through to the Playing 

Handicap calculation using machine precision.  For general play score 

submission, the golfer will continue to use the calculated and rounded Course 

Handicap™. 

Team Match Play allowance application:  The application of allowances 

in team match play events has also been changed so that the % is applied 

to the difference, rather than to the individual. 


