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Perhaps no religron is as c losclr' assoc ia ted rvith
vioLence in conremporat-y r:ulrure as Islan. In
2006, a W:rshingron Posr-ABC Net's poll re
rcalcd that a rrajorrrv of Americans believe
that N{uslinN arc c!isProporrionatclv prone to

violcnce coJnpirred v''lrh tirlIrrvers of orher re'
ligions. One of rhe reasons i;r this percepron
lies rn current e{cnts.'fhe pcrceirecl link be-
'I-n.trrr"Jr,,-.. r... i gr'.r ;,
br rlre arracks ol September LL, l(X)1. ft has

been tirrther solirlihe,l bv subsequenr cerrolst
acriyiries. br rhe lnsurgeocJr irnd sectirr;an $ro

Ience in lraq. ancl bi rl)c incrcasc io suicidc rcr
rorism committeil bl NIudins. Ho*.ever. rL n
no. oolt violence .ommirred bl lluslins rirat
luels rhe image ot Islam and r\Iuslims as rrore
prone ro vrolence. A rarietl' of poprLlar books
:Locl Inrerner sitcs also suggesr thar rhe religi(nr
itselfis dre sourcc oithat violence.

Thc cstablishmenr and maincenance rr a

lrst sc-rcicrr'is seen in lslan as rhe ducy ol all
humrn beings. an,:L lshnl recognizes rhar the

usc oir,iolcoce is sometrmes necessary ilr rhe

'.-l.rr,'
In orcier to conclude rvl-rether or nor Islam and
its faLLon'ers arc inhererrly prone to violence anrl

rlerernine when and rvhv r iolence is acceprable.

'' rr'. 1'm.
sacred rexrs, and its historl ilnd deveL.rfmenr
as a norld religion, togcthcr nith rhe belicii
..,1-. , ol\f,, '....r.,e...1 ,,..rou
fornrs in hrsrory.

(ore Tenets and Sacred Texts

Hisroric.Llh. Islaor is considcrccl the yourg
esr of rhe three r\brahamrc faiths: -fucleism,
Chlstianirr'. and IsLam. Hor,.'ever, Islem docs

not clclioc itself ls a separ.rre religion. Rather,
it presenrs irself es tlc coltinLration rnd cul
nin.rrion oi rhe ore rmc religion scnt b! God
rrirh all of rhe prophets fKoran 1):1)). Itlltn
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is an Arabic word rhac means "sufrender'' or
''subnission, and a /rrj/;n is one \rho surren-
ders or submits." Noah, Abraham, Ir{oses, Je-
sus, Muhammad, and other proltrets and thejr
.,liower,,re relrred L- a' -tr{usLrm,,n v.rrro.'s

parrs ofthe Koran. At rhe hearr oflslam is the
,.r,\a,, h,t d ror i' \e"h,olur- nr.
and uniqueness ofGod, the compassionate and
T r ' ( f<-Lor Jn\L 5urtcrlrLr ur the un-\erie
and all it cootains. an.l the only beinpi q,orthv
oI q'orsh;p (Kordn 1:1, 6:102). It is to God that
all humaniry will renuo lor 6nal judgmcnr on
rhe day ofresurrection (Koran 6:62).

like J rt" ..l "nJ ( h i., , rI l,eror' r.

Islam recognizes Adan afld his u.ife as ahe lrrst
human beings and rhe pafenrs of rhe human
racc; drey later disobel'ecl Gocl and n'ere e:dlcd
from the Garden (Korao 2:Ji-16). According
to Isldn, hower.er, Adam was also rhc firsc to
receivc fevelation lrom God, aod as such is the
firsr propher (Koren 2:31). Gocl conrinued to
send revelation pcriodicalli thro[ghout 1-risrory

to varioLLs prophets aod messengers, until Nlu
h-m' ad,'he.--r propl,F, ,dnJ hF.r .,,d, ,.
,frr<l rr.o^ i- lr, K.. an. l o.nrrL I,e.' r,g

the message rvas aLways the same, accordiog to
Islamr There is oo god but God, so serve God
alone (Koran 21:2t). The Komn dlso con1maods
Muslims to believe in God, His angels, Hls
pr. hLr.. :n I lL1 onk..-nd (ofrri. rc.,. g \e
charity, make pilgrimage, clo good works, and

'od.r\lKJfJn2 | ,<.:'l) Orer t n",r c

messalie delivered by earlier pr:ophets was cor
rupted,:rnd rhe Koran represents, for Muslims.
the linal cofrection and complerion of God s

messalte lo humanitv (Korao 5:,18).
There . re ,,lo , Ltxrrrl ruthor-c,Li -u

Istam. The first of these is rhe Koran (literally
"readint" or "recitation'), whith in the orrgi-
nal Arabic, according to Nluslims, contains the
. "r"1,, . Jrr, unr.t.rrUud,..'rreJ h) r e

angel Gabriel to rhe Prophet l{Lrhammad a

lerv verses at e rime over a period of twenty-

rhree years, fror 610 c.r. uotil shortly betore
Muhamtrad's death io 6j2 c.r. Theverses wcrc
q, , ren t'. \luL-mn.r.t.follos' r rs rhr l n-r,
rcvealed, and they were comFiled into a single
text shortlv after his dearh. Thc Arabic Koran
n | \r -^- nf r-r!r.pem.rr r.rc. f ,'m rh- rre

of the caliph Uthman ibn Aflan, who reigned
Go- C 1 . . a()6' t. f\' * und r'. r'e..
the Prophetic Tradirions stories abour rhe
Prophet, known as Haclith.

1-he *rltd, hadith in Arabic literally means

a story oi piece of ncws or iolormarioo. As e

technical term in Islarn, it means a story about
h' Prop\, r \,frha ,.r. \u h ,,,'ri-. , n'.rn
rh.: " rh' . r ). prJ ri e 'ofrh- P-ol n L.

detailing his words and actions or drose rhings
or'o lr'' h-ra ri'.rpir r"J li,-.'hI h( ql
ness€d others do;ng orsaving and did not correct
orcfiricize). The stories wete passed oo orally lor
g,ccr" ior .b,t"r.b-r -.,lle recd a $r, er
d"w . T "ll. i-n."fHrd;,h -\u ,odr) i-\
Muslims n ere compiled in rhe second halfol rhe

ninth centrry c.!., approximatcly rwo ancl one
half centuries after l{uhammad- Of the nrore
r .n - h. ll d",r 1o1' l:r ll.rJ -h ol L, ron.
used bY Nfuslims, the most wcll knowfl aod re-
spected ne Sdlilh .1/-BtAhari zndSthih Mtshn.
\(hile rhe Koran iays out gcneral principles,
rhe Prophet and dre eariy communiry sen'e as

practical examples of how to incorporate and
implement .hose principles in the daily llves
of indivicluals and socieries.

Ihe (oncept of Jihad

Jurists recognrze four kinds oflil.;r/ (literatly
',rruggl, .r i\r-,\,nE ,.;rl.J "fr e h".rr
jihad of rhe tonglte, jihad of rhe hand, and

rd or .he .worJ I l'. 6 .' o

fort to purify ooe's heaft from rhe iniluences
of the deril-is consiclered rhe grcater jihad.

Jihads ol thc tongue and hand are undersrood
ro fefer ro persrasive missiooarv effofts m.l
doing good deeds, and jihad ofthe sword re



lers specifically ro rhe usc of jusr and ncces-

Tlrere is no concelt of holl *r (al harlt

al-na4dlJail in the Koran. The noun jihad oc-

clLrs I'our tines in the Koran. 'lhe rcrb jaLatla
(ro strugglc; to strive) in various forms xpPcafs

i\\'enty-Dine times. Nonc ofthese reiirs directl!
ro fighrlng nor speclfica1lv to militar:y action. ln
tburtc'eo o1 the tnenti nine places the lerb fr-
/rr,./a appears in rhe I(olan. stfiving in ahe causcof
Gorl is tsetl in a l'en general conrert as a clualitv
oithosc *.ho belicve. l\{xnv o|rhese verses, which
appear in various places thrcuthout lhe Korar,
have nearl,v idenrlcal wording: Those who bc

Lieve ard emigrate anJ f/rir! in the .euse ofGod
t ith theirwedthurcl rheir selves. '1-wo instances
(Koran 9:81.9:li6) declare rharlTvpocrites hare tr:r

strir.c in Gocl's causc and rrl ro avoicl it. Where
lr- Kur rrr .p J..) J . J.. i' i r-. rhe e

is no relerence to wariare. Verses -29:13 ancl j 1:15

gi\.e bel;evers permission ro disobe,v pirents who
stt;\e (ldbdt) o mal,e rhem assocrare partncrs
wirh Gocl. Even under such circumstanccs rhe

belicvcr is orclercd ro bc considerate and Just
roward rhe parenrs. Taken together, these verses

shon'us thar believers musr be s,iLLing to erietl
greir eltorts in rhe.arrse ofCod. using bo*r drerr
propcrty :rnd rhelr pcrsons.

Although $e nordTilarlis nor used ro reler
ro \\J.rrire in the Koran, rhe Kor'.ln does dis.uss
fighting directly. Strhen rhe Koran addresses

fighting. thc ,,vorcl r7zr,z/, not/,4;'1, is used. The
Koran proclaims, Ilghriog is prescribed lor
you rnd it is hateful to lou . . . (Koran 2:216).
Fighring is called for under pafticular clrcrrm-
stances and is also stricrly reguLared. Other
r.erscs c.rLl for fighting oDly agaios. those who
fighr vou, suggcsting onll defensive combar.
( onri .. , .r irir-1,,, Ll' --. .p, o\\r\.r,
but incluclcs defensc ofothers. 'Ihe Korao also

det;Lils speciflc behavlors drat jusrify fighring
those r,ho cngage in then. Thesc ioclude.rr-
racking ltuslims. driving rlrem out ol rheir

lslam I 3s1

homes, plotrng o destroy thcm, and breakrrg
trexties. The Korao caLls fof Nfuslims to stoP

fighting onre "rherc is no more unrest and oP-

prcssjor, and religion is for God (Koran 8:.19)

, U"t.. ,r.er , 1-, Ine.'on,.l pe;.
Finally, thc Koran calls fbr good relations wrth

"lun -1 r, o rlreir' 
' 
r' -ri' " -,lo.or f -

against rhe Muslims.
Thc genetal principles provided in the

Koran sL4Jgest that fighring is required in self
defense, irr dcfense of the comrnunity, and rn
defense of rhe weak and oppressed to briog xn

end ro oppression and to esrablislr jusrice. Such

'r i . ,.- .rrr': i' "n . r - r l^crr ---e brn
oisrruggling in the cause ol God, dod the word

fzlra,/has been used by tr{uslims rhroughour his
rorv to reflr to sLrch jusrifiable tighting. F'ight
rr! rl, r'lo ' .', m,' t " rir" . "firr'r n r rr

l.-m .no-r. -rr'o ro r'7/ /' hfE' f
is callcrl /.;rl (lirerally, war") in Arablc.

I-ike rhe Koran, dre Hadith indicete that
rhere are viuious a'ays that e bclicver may strrve
rn thc cause of God. Tndeed, one $.ell-known
H^r r . d. L_ ... ' uecl to n rtt' or.
o\r_n soul js the greatesr fbrm of jihad. Manv
Hadith, hon'evet. addrcss rhe issue of jinao as

armed srruggle. \\rhile the Kotan focuses on
just reasons for going ro \\'ar, rhe Hadirh locus

on just corduct in war. The Hrdirh cali on
Nfuslims ro be righteous in tlreir conduct ofwar:
thcy cxplicitly forbicl deceit, rreachery, an.1 rhe

killing of rroncn. .h;ldren, old men, an.1 rbe

infirm. The recorded practices oftrfuhammad s

eerly successors show the samc restraints. In his

hlsrory, Tabari G. 92I c.r.) recounrs Ali ibo
Abu Talib s instrucrlons ro his trooFs belore
the bactLe ofSillin in (ril r..s.:

D. n.r iilht rbem unlts rher afu.k Iou tirsr. Yo!.

luir tre tu Cod. falt a A..d.ast and boldins ll.k
tio n LEhrn,g rtum unril rher arra.k *iLl 5rdrgrher
ir lfvou lghr th.n ull def.at rtien. do no( klll th.
hrldrer..lo.or tlolsh of rhe rv.unded..to nor un.o!c!
drrr datedn!$, afld do loi tuilrt rhe ihio. li]'ou
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Ei.h dr.1r abod.s do lor rear lsiJ€ r oltrnr. er(rf l
dqell,lu q'uhourrer trii.n.,i! scize i!r'ol rheiff!op-
eft! aFart ilom eha( fou ilnd in (bc ard\ cinrp D)nor
do hro agiifsr rn] $oman . . fi-abrfi 19961

The sacred rexts of Islam clctrll ofler a

basis lir thc jLrstiFied use ofviolence, ds $'ett ds

settin8 limias on such violence. Hower.er, no
sacred texts are ;nrerpretecl or implemeoted in
a vacLLLLn. A !ariety of sociLrl. culrural, hrsto -
cal. dod policical facrors iLrfluence drc \!av rhcse
texts are read. ufldc(stood. and used lluslim
understandings oir thc afprolrriare Lrses of vio-
lence clearlv reflect such intluences.

M u hammad and the Establishment
of the Community

Ifuhtn-rmad was born in thc cenrrd Arabian
city of.\lccca in approximacelv 510 c.E. tr{osc
of rhe Arabs of rhe arelr \rrere pagaos who \r(r-
shipped a varietl of local and tribal Jeiticsl
ho$.erer, thev di<l hase cootacr n,irh boch
f .i'rr,'n' v :n { JuJ.r r-. I). r'ng rh.. rme.
N{ecca nes a rhrir.ing cenrer of rra.le. Ciuevans
tralcling Dorch inro S1.ria broughr thc Arabs
. ,(o innracr nir , chc aL- st.: Il\z"- incs.
There rvere also Jervish tribes livirg in rhe ag-
ricult ral oasis of Ydthrib (now kncrwn as NIc-
dina) some 2Ji milcs nordr ofNIecca.

As a loung mdn, Ifuhammad !r'as a suc-
.,..rul h,,. rre..m-n uho, rJurLJ ; rcp,., ir'n
lor honesry and goocl juclgnrenc. He rvas in rhe
habir ofgoiog alone inro rhe hills ourside lIecca
ro mcditare. Ir r,':rs tJuring one ol rhose rerrexrs,
jn che montir ofRanradan in rhe reira 6 L0 a.f ..
that he firsr rereived re{elarion. Accororrrg co

Nluslim rridjrion, he experienced a cr$hi S
sensacion and heard a voicc commtrnd hirn.
''Recirel" Nluhammtd aoswered, Whar shall I
recjtei" 'I'he voice respondeJ wirh what \r'ds to
become rhe ol'ening verses ofchaprcr 96 ot rhc
Koran. This was rhe Lrcginnin.q of MLrhrrmmacL's
missioD, alrbough ir cook him sorne time to ac-

ccFr ir. For rhe llrst fe\\, ,vea$, he plcached only
to his .losest lricnds antl hrnilr. Eventually.
he receiled rhc command liom GoJ ro preach

fublicly.
\\ h, n hc brg.rn rr' I'uLrli, lr'prc.rrrr n rs mes

si!8c o[absolute monotheism. ir was seen by che

tr{cccans as a direct clullenge to rheir esrablished
order.'lhey responded bi.l'ersecuringMuham-
n'rad and rhe few tbllowers he \\'as able ro arrra.r
durlng the first twelvc !'ears oihis mission. The
pivotaj mornent of Nluslinr hisroo. rvhich has

Lrecome rhe dare that denrarks the befaxtoioll
of the Islamic era. (ame io 612 c.r. *.Lcn. ar
'hc irr:rrrirrn ol rhe I' aJ<rr o' lc0cllfij lril'es.
l\Iuhanunad .rnrl hrs lblLrn-ers emigrated fiom
I[ecca to rhe .irt of Yathrib. ]luhammad s

rnigr.rtion from Nl€cca io Yarhrib is krlowLr

^s 
tlle Hiira. Afrer the IIijra, Yathrib carne ro

be knoun as lrtedinat al-Naban i lThe Ciq of
he Pr"|'lrer ,mply " cJ ,\lp,lrr.r. r s\r' n

llfedina rhat ltuhamrnad noulcl cscablish che

r\Iuslim cornmuoiry as boch a religious and a

poLrrr ,l enr. '. l\luh..rrm.r. . .ovcn Le ir.
Medina is sccn bv che rast majorirr ofrHuslims
as rhe ideal exrmple ofhow *comnrLLniry sbould
lrr..rnd conJu r irs,t .r r'.

lc *as just before his migrarion co tr{eclina
thic rhe Propher iirsr receivecL rrvehtron xl-
lo$ing rhe tr{usiirns to figbc. There is some
clisagreemrnt amoog the rlrdicioos ds to e\acclv
rviricir ol'dre verses rhat pcrrrir fighting wcrr
revealed irst. Some suggesr rlrar rhe firsr such
verses nere Koran 22:j9- i0:

Perdirsloi ;Snore(l rhor. !, tJke up.trtus \.ho rrlt
be.arr (her wer. ofpre\sed. col ,i c..iia,nlf alne ('
!n'e h€l! (, drsc sb. {t!e Ji!'ei rvar tl.n d1€,1

hom.:s ritr oo o(hc! reaio. rhan rhr! dN $id Our
l.od ,s God. ,ln(l 1a co(l bal nor 

'.\!rrn.d 5o,,c
h.n rLlftugh ide orbi,s. ft.oasletues,.hur(h.s.
s'n:gogucs :od ,nosqe\. ( hrr d,c iaDrc of co.i 6
hono.cd mo$. $.rlrld hrr b..n nz.d (iod qrll surcl';
hclpdrose rh. hJp llio -\tnlr, coJ li rLl toqelliLl
r.d:tt'mitlirr 'l Lbje sho slruld be tl nuiJe!.oo!.



F! df tnhe, rnd orioLn whdrs sood xnd iofbid *har
rs s.org, n $r slre dr.n au.horirl ro rhe laD.t blr
.he resulr !frhi^s5.es6 qirh Goil.

Iu his commentaty on Koran 2:190 191,

the Korxnic commenrator i\{uhammacl ibnJarir
al Tabari(d. 923 c.r.), sraced that some exegercs

sugllcst that these verses 1\ere the lllsr to allow
lighting:

frght n, rbc.ause ol:cod rhose *ho fl!ht r.u. bnt do
nor agArer lndeed. cod docs oor lore rhe igi+e$or
Kill rhcn, s hei€ r!u en.ountcr thcn. r.d er|cl dr.m
tiun stiere tncr.\i,.lLid you. Lre* ard persecrron
s tro.le .han klltrrr. Do not fighr rhc.r rf rhe 5r..cd

I ',r 'l '9 . .'r 'l . -
r!tr, kill dro. Sudr Lr thc rcsarJ ofdic disbeL,.n..s
(Koran 2 1r0 l9L)

\X,'hichcver ofthese was rc!caled llfsr, both
convev a sense of defensive combat and reflccr
rhe r'ulnerabilitl'fe1r by the nascenr Musljm
communitv in l\lcdiod drer having been driven
irorn Mecca bv persecurion. Morcover, verse
22:.10 inclicares that rhe persecrrion $.'as feLr

grouslv motir.ated: "for no orher reason rhan
they said: 'Our Lord is God. 'This same idea
is elso convcyed ifl Koran 2:l9l: 'Iighr then
until thcre is no morc unrest ard oppression and
religion is for (iod. Buc if thcv cease, 1et rhere
be no hosril ity excepr against oppressors.' Thus,
the Korao tortrxys the l{usl;ms fighring bacl<
alJarnst a targer, srfonger comnluolry-a com-
nlunrty tllat \\'as pcrsecutrng rhem ro prevent
rhem from \\,orsl pping and serving Gocl. That
is how tire lirsr NfusLim communiry rs portrayed
in rhe Islan-ric biographical aLrd hisrorical *'orks.
ln December of 62i a.r.., the Propher senc a

parrv of eight tr{uslims ro spy on a Nfeccan
cara!an. The cardvan was lightlt' guarded, and
rh-:ro',r.,r.-d " r,r, . J-.J r.n.1 r'"
of rhe ficr that it n'as a s.rcred monrlt, Nhen
fighring nas lorbiil<len br Arab custom. This
was dre beginninll of$'arfare befi\.een d)e young

rstam | 3s3

Muslim communiry in j\{edina and rhe l\'fcc
.n.. \li.lrer e!rouf e-u-r 'dr. \leJ.. rh.

Prophet is said ro har.e rebukerl them for fighr-
ing during the sacred month but rhen rcccrvcd
rhe revelarion ol Koran 2:l I l:

Ther ask lou .otr.enhg iightrng i! rh. Fobrbr.l
moflrh. Sar: IrghtrrL! drefein is tr grate offd$r, btrr
graver n rhe sighr ofcod n ro tr.v€trr a..e$ tu rhe

frh of God, n, denl Hlnr, ri prev&t &.es ro rhr
n.rcd sLxltre ard dfilc onr ni m.nb€6 -Irhdr ard
ofFrernor are !ao6e rtno nrughrer "

The first rnajor bartle ber*'een the Nluslims
and rhe l\IeccaDs took!1a.e severxl mo|rrhs altel
thc canvan raid, in N{arch (r2:i a.E. dr the wells
of B:rdr, just sourh ofMedira. A large r\Ieccan
clrrvio rvas rcrurning trom Svlia. Nfuhantmad
learned rhat the caravan *'ould pass close by
Medina and rrade plans ro intcrcepr ir. \ford oa

the plans reached rhe ieader ofthe camvan. Ahu
SLr$an ibr Harb, and he scnt word ro Nleccl
r:e(lLrcstiog men ro protect it. Because most of
N{ecca's major clans had invesred in dre caravan,

thev quickly disparched lorces rhdt reporredlv
.'r,r" r'b,--J rlre \lL' l -. l1 .l ,, ' rhree 'o
one. ln slite of the odds, thc Nluslims were
vicrorious. lhe decisive wicron' over a rrruch
larger lorce was secn by the lfuslims as prooi
ofCod's supporc. This vicrorv r.as fbl|:r*ecl b1,

deteat onc ycxr ldtcr. $hen in March of62l c.1.,
the l\Ieccans senr e for.e oi: sevetal rhousand
mell) iocluding some ]00 cxvalrv, ti) arrack
Nledina. \lhereas the lictory ar Badr lud bcen
seen as proofofGod's supporr f;r rhe N1Lrslims,

rhe deiiat at Uhud tas seen as a aest .ri rhe re-
solve and inacnt ofrhc Nluslims, as rcllected in
rhc Koranic verses relarecl to thc er.enr (Koran
l:lt2 lil;l:16t 167).

The l\IusLims hecl lost rhe battle oi Uhucl.
but the tr{eccans had nor deleated rhem corl
plerelv. The Nluslim cornmunirv conrinLred to
gro$. in strenl+h and prcstige, $,'hich th.Ifuc
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crns sa\r, as a direct rhrcac ro rheir o\Vn posr oo
ln the reflion. The l,Ieccans .he[ formed an al-
li^nce wirir vafious clans and tribes, including
the Banu al-Nadlr, aJewish tribe lrom l\ledrra,
q'hich had been cxpelled lor plottiog an ar-
tcmpt on N{uhammad s llfe. The conledcrarrorL,
reportecily solrle 10,000 s.rong, moved to arrack
Meclin:r in l{arch 627 c.ri. Nfuhammad reanrca
of the plannecl attack and had a trench clug
arolLnd the ciry in o.der.o th$.arr rhe lleccirn
car.alry. Muhammad broughr a lorce of 1,000
N{uslins. f'he two sides fe.ed each other across
the tre.(h for nearly a monrh wirh no tighring
orhef thln some mLrtual liring of arrorvs, afrer
which thc r\Ieccans and their al1ies abandooed
dre siege and retLrrned ro their homes. Thjs $.as
a rurninll poinr in rhe reLarionship betlveen rhe
Muslims and che Meccans.

The preceding examples suggesr rhat
vrclencc is religiously safi.r;oned in responsc
'o.r. gri,.io ,nJ rlrr 'r. or 4r.,rfe.\ on dgJr'\l
the Nluslim communiry. Treachery also serr,es
l|s a basis for the justifiable usc of vrolence.
fLi i 'l-.rr..re.l b\ ne r." r..n ,rolr n3 p

important Jewish tribe in Nledina: the rribe of
Qurayza. DLrring the siege oftr{cdinain 627 r .r..
in vioLation oftheir rreaty rvrrh Nluhamnad, rhe
H.rn,r Q. r i I npr-,n i ,e.rr .it.. J, o \
r.irh his enenies. Accorrlinp; to tradicion, Ko-
raD 8:56 refers to rhe tribe ofQur:r1za: Those
lvith \lhom vou have made a rreary, and then
aircfivard rhey break rheic rreaty at every op
portunjtv, xnd they do not faar lcodl. Eecause
of fieir supporr t'br: the NIeccans, Muhammao
besieged the rribe of Qurayza immeorarery
alter thc Meccans withdren'. \fhen rhe tribe
surrendcre.l, Nluhammacl suglJcsrecl rhat an
arbrrer from among rheir confcderares should
be appoinred ro determine their punishnenr.
The Qura!'2a agreed, and Sa'd ibn NIu aen was
rppointed ro deciile rheir fate. Accordug Lo

Tabari's acconnt, there \!'as an expecrarjoo tlrat
Sa d n'oLrld be lenient (fabari 199t). Insteacr. ne

ruled rhat rhe fighting mcn of rhc tfibe shouLd
be killed and rhe n'omen ancl chiLdren taken cap-
r;ve. Iluhanrmad retortccih decIarcd thar Sail's
decision was a sign ofrhe judgnent ofGod.

Thar violence on rhe parr ofrhe early N{us
1im communiry wds limjted ro responses to alj-
gression and rrelcherv is lurther demonstratcd
b1, the lact that lbllowirg rhe siege of Ir{edina
and the punishmenr ofthe Banu Qurayza, Mu
hammad approachecl llecca rhe lollowing year
(628 c.l.), nor as avarrior. bur es a pilgrim. The
Me, ,. n. ,r r-r e. eJ Muha-n C rn | .'ppro:.r
marel,v 1,000 other lvluslim pilgrims ar a pldce
called Fludaybiylc and firrbid him ro proceed to
Mecca. Hon ever, rhe l\{eccans e[rere.] irLro ne-

!Jotiarions with him. The'Ireaty of Fludaybiyya
and the cessarion of violence \rras a \rrarrrsneo
in Islamic hisrory. The disrraction of battle rvas

seen by early Nluslims as a hinclrance to the suc
cessful estdblishmenr ancl spread ofthe religion.
-fhe 

agreement called for rhc Nluslims to rerurn
ro trfecllna but allowed them to make a pilgrim-
ege lo Nlecca rhe iollowrng year. Nluhanm.rd
led the pilgrinage in 619 c.r., as alirceci.

In 6j0, allles olthe j\feccaos werc accusecl of
breaki.g rhe rrear\, and Muhamnad marrhed
on Nlccclr wiah an army oisome 10,000 troops.
The Nleccans surrenderecl $'rthout resisran.e.
Muhammacl accepted rhe surrender and grantcd
amnesty to his former encmies. Over rhe oexr
rwo years, N{L rammad consoljdated his conrr()l
o'e'rhc Ar.rb r-Le,, r,l l.r -h, ..nr--nr i
trom Medina rnril his deadr io 6j2 r:.r. Theie
exanples ofthe Propher show rhrr he used both
violence and diplomacy ro esrablish and prorecr
the eaflv commuoirv. AJrer l,lutmlmad s dearh.
1.. nrnrr .J rr, r'd, rar Jrr; 

"r Jpf-ol.ri r-
and jusr use of violence conrioued co develop

Ihe (ommunity After Mu hammad

Muhanmad hacl nor ciesignated a successor
(caliph) to Lead the communirl afrer his oeatn,



xnd rhat led to a displrte in the comn,unrry

Some of ilIuhamrnad s followers wanred to

choose a leader from among the senior men of

'n"rrrl 
e,... oJi ,sr. he r.rd.'ro.lp t r

(sunnah) of rhe Arabs. Bur thefe was a Pirry
(Shi'a) that telt rhar su.cessioo sho d Pass on

to Nfuhammad's n&uesl male reLarive. Ali ibn

Ab l,l h A s \lrrhrnnr.r. Frrr ,',rr'.:
hr .L.rnd o V hrr m.J d" 1hr -. F.r ;rr',:

aml frther of .N{uhannad's trvin granclsons,

Hasan aocl Hussein. The <lispure between those

who wishecl ro lbllorv the traJirion, or SLrnnah,

and the partisans, or iDl'al ofAli, IaiJ dre fc-run

dations for rhe development of the Sunni and

Shi'a branches of lsl.rm.
Ali dicl not acrivelv sce[ leadership oi the

iomm n'\..inl gr,, I,o l\lur.,^' ,r.*r',r
companions chose oLre ofrheir owo to lead. The

flrsr man to succee<l Ntuharnmad ds leider of
rhe Muslim commuoitl r'as his farher-in lav',
Abu Llakr, r,ho leigned from 632 r .r.. to 631
r:.r. In rlre wake of Nlulummad s deatl-r. some

of the ttibes vho had sv'orn alle.giance to him
fF' " r ', . "o -,rF !; ' lL.rl
and rebellecl agxirst Abu flakr's leacletshrp.
In responsc, he usc,d militarr force to holci
the conmunity rogether. Ir was Abu Bakt s

successor. the caliph Umar ibn al-Kharrab (r.

6l,i-6.i'r), v,'ho ushereJ in a periocl of grert
expaosion and coflquest. 'I hese cooq[ests were
seeo as a ne.essxry part ofthe Koran s mandate
to esrabl;sh jusrice on rhc earth. q'hich rs seen

as the obiigarion of all hr-rman beings. lt is
only rhrough the estabLishmenr o1' jtlstice thxt
a peace is trul,,' achieverl. Therciore, the eflort
(jllrafi ro expand thc influence ofgodly ruLe *as
seeo as incumbcnt on NIusLims. The purpose of
suclr L'xpans(rr was ro er.rend govcrnan.c an.l
influence rarher rhar ft).onvert rhe pcoples of
conquered rerrirories, *.ho r.ere recluired to Fay
taxcs ro rhe cenrral goverlrneot but Nert'not
forced ro converr ro Islarr.
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The Iirst (ivil Wars

l r,- r. c 'rp r'r , ^ o' , he c-mrr ri|'
hroughr rvith ir politicdl and economic ten
sions. The policics ofrhe rhlrd caliph, Uthman
ibn Arlin (r. 6.1,1 656 c.r.), causecl a great dcel

of disconrena, and Lkhmln \vas dssilsslnxted

by Egvprlan rebcls in 656..r. Hrs successor

$.as Nlulramnlad's son in law and coLrsin, Ali
.l \n. l.lrL r t( (( . ... Al . r l^pe'
l rl re r, .,lour,rJf.'" 'rr- | ,l.md-. .

sirssins led to rhe 6rst civil w'.lr anong Nlus

lims. Nluhammacls \\'ido$, ,{isha, and othefs
among -Nluharnnad s coolpanioos accLrscd Ali
ol grare inj[srice and sought redress t'6r rhe

murder of Uthman. TLre 6rst bartle ofthrs rv'ar

is knorvo as the Barrle of the Camel bctausc

Aisha led her arml agalnst Ali |tom the beck

of a c:rmel on the bartleheld. Aishas army lost
the batrle, but the challenge ro Ali continued,
resuhing io the Bartle of Sifin, between A1r

and Mdawiyya, governor of Syrle and a rela-

tive of llrlrrn:rn. That banle ended when mr
and Nfu'arvi,vla engagecl in arbitration that lefi
Nlu'awirya in poner in Damascus. Ali with-
dres,' to rlre city of Kula (in modern day Iraq).
A group of |is follo*.ers saw Lris agreemenr ro
. .. r rl r. i,- .. rL,- -orrr'y h.. -r-' ;,
" rq. -i r ., r I rc.cor, I rlrry .r- t 11,c1 ..,.r ' -

oatecl Ali in (16l. 'Ihese evenrs and later }{us-
l im interpretariom of rhem Irrther contrlbured
ao the developmenr ofdoctrinal dillereoces be

t$,ecn thc Sunni and Shi'a branches of Islem.
As \\,ith the fighr;ng rhar occurred berr.een

rhe l{uslims and rhe pagan NIeccans, rhe un-

undertaken onl1, fbr thc salc ofjustice. Neither
side saw itselfas mountin:l n $'rf ofaggresslon
allainst fhe odrer, but jnstedd saw itselt' as doinlt
$'har was necessiut' ln resporse to I!ronlJdornla
and ro esrablish jusricc. Thcre t'as a locus on

6"'h 1. .o .. ,? ' | | r-.,.i r\ fo- - in- ,

wtr) arLd 1n in ltello (.jusr conducr in war), and
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reliEion is s€en as limiting in relation to each.
The re.tnn. h | 'r 'o e ..b r.n "rr.l m,rrr'" n
justice (rxrher than to bring about colversions)
continued ro inlorm l{usiim discrssions ofrhe
appropriate uses of violence throughout Isiamic
hlsrorl' (Kelsay l 99i).

Dor al-islan and Dar ol-harb

The expansion oi the lslamic empirc and rhc
realities of *.orld poiirics led to rhc develop
ment of rwo \'erl important caficepts: lar d/-
irlan (land, of Islam) and J,zr al l:arb (ItLncI ol
wer). These rerms are not lbund in rhe Koran
or the Prophetjc Traditions bur are classical le
gal doctrines thar developed over rhe 6rsr sev-
eral cenrrries of lslamic history. 'lEe term lar
al-i:lttn rclers ro the areas under Muslinr corl
trrrl, while rhe erm dar al-ha refers to thost:
areas not under Muslim rule. The distnctron
betneen rhem is based on the idea rhar a rarcr
ruled by lslam is 'theorericallv rhc lend of
peace and jusrice,' while a land not rLllcd by
Islam is "characrerizecl by disorder and inter
nal strite (Kelsay 199_l). Dar al islam "was
coextensjve widl rr././r", nonoppfessed Nluslinr
inhabitarion" (Parrrin and Sommer i980). Dar
al-hatb was essenrially everywherc else. Over
trmc, this srark dichoromv was moderated by
developrnent of the inrermediate conceprs of
iar al stlh land of peacel nd t/at al-ahd (land
ot truce) ao designate arcas that were not under
Nluslim conrrol but where fotmal agreeDents
guaranteecl rhxr tr{uslims would bc secure lrom
tpprcssion and Iiee ro live according ro Islamic
lnw. These concepts have signi6canr implicd
trons today. Now as in rhe past, 'rhe conreor
of justice and iojusrlce . . . is specified oy trrr
interacrion of morel conceh wirh religious,
political, and militarv facrors" (Kelsay 1993).

Vioience is often seen as a mordllv and retl-
giously justified response ro perceived inlustrce
and oppression. As they hare throLrghour Nfus-
lim historv, the arurments otlired firr fighting

focus on quesrions of jusrice, and l,hat is seen
as just or u8jLrst is intluenced as much bv po
litical and raiLitary lacton as ir is by religious
olles. Anlon!j the mosr significant political and
military lactors rhat inf]uence Muslim thinking
today are the prevalence ofdictatorial govcnr
mcnrs in the Muslim ntrld, the Arab-Israeli
conflrct, rhe firsc Gulf War and irs aftermeth,
aod the U.S. war ]n Irac1. Tl-rese fictors play a
.er Lrl rul. ir mil ,-rr -rq,n.nr,,.rl i g'nr
.he use 01 vioLe[cc rgainsr rhe Unired Srates

and irs allies.

Divergent Voi(es

One ol rhe distingulshing featLrres of Is]arr as

a religioo is thc lack ol a generally recognized
cenrral arrhorirr rhat spcaks for dre majority
ol rhe faithiul. Both Sunnis and Shi'as rcc-
."n; e \J-:ou\ r,lig.ul. . hol,^ ^nJ ,l-r!l
the exrenr of their aurhority is dererminedrr),lrr tol "ne. lh, r,.ure. r. rS.u,r. op n-
ions rendered by' the grand mulii of Saudi
Arabia, rhe grand ayatollah of lran, or the
grand sheikh of al-Azhar, for example, crrrv
onl) as nuch weighr N l\{uslims choose ro
give them. In addition to such trad;rioflallt
recognized scholers as rhosc jusr mentioncd,
individual Nfuslims ma) aLso fendcr religioLls
opinions. The Incernet makes it possible rcr

immediarely publish such opinions globally.
Dale Iickelman cliscusses rhe profbund effect
rhat "dle uoprecedenced access rhat ordinary
people no$.. luwe ro rnlbrmarion and Lno$'l-
edge abour religion and orher aspecrs of rheir
societv" is having on religious authorlty in rtre
Nfushm world:

Y'b2. Jrring!6hes the pr.senr era I()m pror on.;
is dr. large oumtrer oi Lrellev€rs engq.d,o rhc rc
.ons.u(ior' of reJigror. ()mm!dirv. and o.,ctr
In ro orlier eii, polnr.al o! rcligiou! leadcB i,oul.L
prenribd,:nd orbes F.a suFposed .o lbtlow Tod.!
rhe mxlor imtenN lbr.J,,urgr nL feligious a!.l pohrl.al
valLks omci tfon beLow." 1[i.lc]ein r999
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The impat ofrhe phenomenon desctibed by

tickelman is evident in the variery of uses and

undersrandings ol the worcJ jih,zJ. Today, the

word is used bv arariecy of Muslirns fighring lot
a r.ariety of causes throlrghout the world. 'l'et-

rorists use ofthe rvord jihad and orher religious

termirololay sultlicsts direct a lilrk between the
- 'gror and r roien c. An . I Q. ed,-r r-, r ' rmerr
llm titled Harb al lhtsratlafeen (Ihe \Yar of the
Oppresscd People), dated March April 2005

a.d cjrcr ared on rhe Internet, opens wlrh a

recitation ol Konn 22: l9 .10, cited above. The

rirle of the vldeo refers to another vcrse rl1. the

Koran:

And qhyshould roun.r fight itr the.,$eofcdd end

rhe otpr.$e.l lal thlt..laitnl anoq
and chil.lren. *.ho sxl. Our 1..J, res.uc us f.om drn
rDnt vhoi people are ottre$o6. An,l gne !s t,om

Jo!, a piote.tur. .\nd si!. us t'odr lou, a i,e\,€f "

iKorm 4:rt)

The milirants pcrccive themselves as the
d . d'lJ l,elt-r.. tpo.r,c lb) t, Jrofthr -
deflnse of those they see as the weak and op-
pressed r.ictims ofifljrsrice. Therefore, thcy see

violent actions ag:rirNr the percerved aggressors
(in this case the IJnited States and its allies) as

a Just and appropriate use oflbrcc.

5uicide Terrorism

In.. e' . r' .r. ru- rcrr,'ri.m Ie on rle ri.",
and many suicide terrorisr atracks are calried
our by NftLslims rvho claim rellgious justifica-
tion far thei. acts. This facr also conrribures ro
che idea that Islam is the root ofthc problem.
The inlluence of factors other than religrorr rs

ofren overshadowcd by the egregious nature
of the rertotist acts committed bi' Nlrlslirns,
while religious fictors are highlighred by borh
che perpetracors and repotrers ofsuch acts. The
i' ' 'n re rl io L , prrr .rj mo r\' .or r, I

rorist v;olence ]s misleacling. Research on the
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growing phenomenon ol suicide terrorism also

challenges the popular idea that Islam is the
roor cause ofsuch vioLence. According ro Rob-
. rP..p.-..'urr o-"'D -"la\1 .1: tl. \.'?t.ei.
Logtc tj S i':i& nffir n) Q0A6):

\-hxr nearlr all {iclde t€rfuisr artacki halc r!.om
-,,I r.",. " i

modefn d.mor!a.,ds m qirhdras mrhrerv tor.*
koD coirory rhat rhe t.forists cotrsi.ler ro be rhetr
h.mchnd R.liElon is mrelr rhe roor.i!r, alrlio!Sh
1r i\ otr.. used is a rool b! rcronn org.Dizanons n
Lecrurog rod othcr iifons u seni.e otthe btuadrr
n.areg1. obje.tive

MusLim scholars are divided on rhe questron
of suicide bombingls. Somc condemn a1l such

cttacks as un-Islamic, *.hiie orhers distinguish
berneen acts of self-sacrit''ice, which are com-
mendabLe, and arracks inwhicfr noncombatants
are killed, which are condemned. Yer others
er'u" rlrcLrl.. pof r' lr.rn',n' '.ecounrri,.
perceir.ed to be responsible for the dearlrs of
lluslim civilians. The divide does not t'bllorv
popuiar caregorizations of 'fundanentalisr" and

m.rn-e.n. \fulr -r ,n" olJnllo,i-
tioo ro rerrorisr tactics challenges the perceived
causal link bet*.een what is popuLarlv called
''fun<lamenralist" Islam and vioLence. Nlanv
Muslim critics and opponents olU.S. policres
including those who ate popularly referred to as

t'undamentallsrs and rvho believe strongly in the
need to establish an lslamic state-are equally
L:ritical of rerrorist tacrics and actions because

thel violate esrablished Islamic principles of
hon"r..b, . 'mb..'. pr,-:r 1 L; (.rsirn- )-
noccnt people irnd nonconbaranrs and also
by engaging in fighrrng not authorized by a

legicimarelv esrablished Islamic government.
They too find justificarioo in the Koran :rnd the
Propheric Traclirions for cheir posirion.

Those s.ho identify rhemseh.es as progres
sive Muslims are unequivocal in thcir con
clcmnarion of all atracks on civilians, wherher
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that violence (omes frunl a rerroris( Froup or
J r'r.tr.(jn- rJ c. S-fi:ocsun I..rrr( r'nJ!r n\t
''rhe sopert'lcial appe.lls oian un;ustpcace eod
remintls r\luslims of 'the possiLrilir,v ofuphold
ing ccsrsran.e c,' itell-entrcn, hcd st\tems ,'l
ine<luelity and injustrce rhrough oon-vlolenr
conflicC' (Safi 2001). Progressiv€ Nluslims are

noc the onl! oncs whopromore Islami( conceprs

of nonrrolencc. ln A Ir.rmcsrorL lbr Nonr io-
Lence ancl Peacebuilding in lslam," Nlohammed
Ablr-Nr- e",lnr,o zuu. wri ,.. Pc.r.ir..\' 3
and negotiation are recofimended as tlle first
srratelJf ro resol!e coniliccs, as clearlr. expressed
,. rhe Q r'..ni. r cr- ,irhc',, i'(ropro.L.
yorr should also incline to it. and trusr in God'
(ti:j9)." Abu-Nimer also incxtricabir. links
I's.r(e lo psrxhlrshing ;rrstrcc. The (unne, tion
ol peace builcl ing s'irh jusricc is rhus ncver tar
fiom the sulfice in IsLam. Peace is rhe producr of
orcJerand jusrice. Onc mLlsc srri\€ fbf pe{c€ $1rh
jusrice- This is rhe obJigarron oithe belicr-er as

well as the rulcr. NIore rhrn rhar. ir is n narurxl
obligation of al I humanitl-.

(onclu sio n

Both dre Kortn and the Prophe.ic Trildirions
indicare rhar violeoce is somerimes n€cesslry
r. p.rrr ol rhr srruggl. ru e:rrhlish J tusr lr r-

ery, \rhich is humanirlis responsibiliry ro God.
Although Islanr crrndernos the killng of noo-
conrbatants, rhe drsrinction berwecn legirl-
mlre rn.1 illegrrrm:rre uses ut- r rr,lrniq r< otien
a macter oi clispuce. Throughour Islamic his-
tory, NIusLinrs have foughc not only ro ensurc
thcir freedom ro lile tccording rr rvhat rhev
understand as God s larv bur also to extcnd rhe
inlluence of Islam, uhich rhel.vierv as che idcal
_rirtr' o. r 'rierrn. 

" rrsr rnJ p . . -l ', ,'t
'I'he principLc's llid ilonn io the Korto an<l the
Prophedc Traclitions rhat delinc and limir rhe
uses ofviolence arc generaL irr [an]fe. ilnd their
unclersrandiog and inrerFretarion havc trl*ays
bcen inlluenced by a variet_r. of policical and

milirar,\' hctors. Thf gcneral principles allot -
ing and limiting violence do nor change; ho!v-
ever, Muslim un(lersrandings iucl interpretl-
rioos oi the appropriatc and inappropnere Lrse

of violeoce var'!.., olicn J ramatical I l', depentli ng
on rhe policical ancl r< n'\poml .ontext io whi(h
rl)u e rccrl'rcrdr^r'(.1r. naJ . Hos_rer. thcrc
is agap berl'ccn the jihtd oial-Qreda and rbe

lslamic tradition. lrnd ahe ar!!unrenrs ber{eeo
lluslims on rhis isstrc illuminace rhar to ad-
\, rr. , l',lr ) u uJl-s. - r'i, Lrc tillrr rc .' ..

problemctic approaclr. In addirion ro rhc gap

berneen rerrorisr acriliries end more rradirion-
al }fuslira uodersr,rndings ofthe use ofappr'<;-

fr.- r .rnd n. - .r-r vi, l- , in t < | s; r
ro esrablish jusrice, rhere are inrerprctdrror'rs
o[ rhir srruggle rhac cmphasize rhe nonviolent
isFecrs oi Islamjc reachings. No l\Iuslins will
dcnl' rhar Islam conc{ones rhe LLse o[ vroleoce

rrnder certain circumsccnces, and no l{usLim
s.ill deny rhar Islam placcs clear resr.rcrons
on rhat usc. \Vhere trlusl]fls disagrce is rxr tltc
p r',,,r .Lr cir. r .r.L^cc " 'J r(r!rr.( o \.
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lsla m ic Fu nda mentalism
Islam;c firnclamentaLism and radical Islam have

^ " ' 
d on, d, r.,l lr ar rer rroo irn.L r Ltr (r

pansion ir the 1970s. Although somc autirors
predlcred that poliricel lslam n'ould fai1, rhe
attacks of Seprember I l, 2001, and conse
qlre[t events have proven it ro be r.ery mrLch
altve. This social rcalitv leads ro a number of
essenrLal qucsrions: What is Islrnic fund:r
meoralism1 What do Islamlc fundamenLrs*
D-tr€\- \\ h I J- L r. | u | -. o.
lnsprt-arLon of Islamic fundamentalistsl Lioder

lslamlcFundarnentalism | 359

rvhat circunrstances did Islamic lLrndamenraf
ism emergeT Vhat specihc movements fonn
parr of rhis sociai phenomenon?

The (on(ept and Related Terms

The concepr of Islamic fundaorentalism re['crs

to a conplex phenomenon with multiple fac
ets. Orher rerins rhat ere used to .les.ribe this
and related phenomena are Isiamism, poLitical
Tslam, radical Islarr, and Salelism. Somermes
thcse terms relir 1,] a broader categorv, and at
orher timcs thcy {lemarcare a narrower aatello
ry. lslamic ftrndamentalism itself ls in cercarn

' .,rr* | ru,r.. rl.,,r.rrrrc,"'..,1.i-.
"J1"1 " pf n(,r.Tlrrr u -r 'r'..,
other cases ir is usecl to reler ooli' ro a polirical
approach. The rerm has receivecl considerable
c.iricism. especixllv bccausc the tetm frnAz-
nentaliva tnitrerIy rctcrred to Chrisrian Prores-
tent movcmerrts ol the eerly twcntieth cenrurl
in the Unirecl Stetes. Thcsc movemenrs aimed
,1. -r-,5.,,.i r, i,-.n., ,,r

ao its basics, unllke Islamic fundanentalisn.
*,hich has e political climension. Because oi
rhese complexiries and criritism, it is impor
a ,,J,.'b n s,F ,, i,.

rhe concepr and exarnine rhe princrpal contro-
versits regardiog Islamic fundamentalism.

- . fi,.. , ,., J ---, i ntrer Pr

lslamlc fundamenr.Llisn shouLd refer to political
moverncnts or also to purely rcligious nove-
mcnrs. Some distingursh scripturdisr Islarric
fundamentalism liom poLitical Islamic firncla-
menrdism, claiming that scripturalists rrv ro
return to Islam in its pure forrn rl ithour srrivrng
. - rrr ir--.1 , m,,

the sources oflslam the Koran arJ the Sunnah
(or Propheric 'I redlrlons)- and lietting rid of
successive Jteratrons and infherces. PoliricaLlr.
orienred lulldamenialists. on the orher latro,
ainr ro reshapc societr' xccording rLi Islamic
s|xndards. The opirosjng !ie\r is rhar Islanic
fundamentaLism is inherenrLl' pollticat nod

c.i,Emfo.trrr I\ltl' Joxrnrl ri R.litt/a' L"ttj 1):'l
t200i) artj r0r-.
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