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Steps to creating or updating an existing
Firewise Community’s Risk Assessment
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Firewise USA® and the US Wildfire Problem
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Using Firewise USA® to create ignition resistant communities
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Since 2020, NFPA has provided a
standardized template with instructions
for the required information.

Information is collected by the residents
who work with the Firewise Coordinator,

And portions of the report may be
completed by a Registered Professional
Forester, your local Fire Chief or Fire
Marshall, and the Fire Safe Council’s
Firewise Coordinator who collaborates
with a GIS Mapper.

Cal Fire approves all Firewise USA®
applications and renewals for California.
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Before starting this assessmant, plesso contact your state Saison to determine your state’s
process. The best assessments result from a collaboration between residents and their state
forestry agency. local fire department, or ancther designated partnes

California State Requirements:

New and renewing sites are required to use
the NFPA provided Wildfire Risk Assessment
template and the California specific 3-Year
Action Plan that clearly outlines measurable
goals.




Geneval Site Description

At the end of this document, please use the section provided to Insert a map of your
commanity's defined bosndary.

Assessment Participants may include:

* One or two Resident Leaders

* Fire Chief or their appointee

* Registered Professional Forester (RPF)
* Fire Safe Council’s Firewise Coordinator

NOTE:

The Fire Safe Council of Nevada County is
the NFPA Firewise USA® Regional
Coordinator for Nevada County.

Cal Fire is the State Liaison.



o

CQCO0Q

General Site Information

Description of Properties within the Boundary
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Description of local wildland fire characteristics:
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Community’s general description:

When a community has a GIS map created, many
layers of information become accessible.

But local knowledge may hold some lesser-
known details that should also be recognized.

Such as hydrants, fire water storage tank
locations, overgrown riparian areas, unhoused
persons, etc.



Information for the next three pages comes
from the parcel owners or renters.

- , ofnome | It is a self-assessment of the conditions of the
| parcel and structures.

Resident Leaders should strive to obtain
information from as many residents as
possible.
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However, what you are seeking is the overall
conditions within and adjacent to the entire
neighborhood — not parcel specific details.
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Therefore, 100% participation is not required.




Attachments:
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Information can be collected from neighbors on
a one-page survey — which is available by
request from the Firewise Coordinator.
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Some FWC'’s have developed a Google Doc
survey for email collection of individual
information that also provides a tally of all
surveys.
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tmmediate Zone: 05 feet

Resident Leaders input the tally of the data
directly onto the Risk Assessment template.
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Intermediate Zone: 5-30 feet
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Extended Zone: 30-100 feet

Owners and renters should be made aware that
the individual information collected is not
shared outside of the community. Not with
insurance companies or any other agency.

When completing the survey, accuracy is helpful
in identifying specific hazards that can be
mitigated for the safety of residents and
firefighters alike.

Broadly identifying these issues may also alert
collaborating entities that seek funding sources
for specific projects. Such as evacuation routes
needing vegetation mitigation.



Summaries typically require the experience of a
RPF to fully describe the observations.

NFPA also has a Risk Assessment tutorial at:
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-

causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-

learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-

Assessment-Tutorial

(copy the link from the Chat box)


https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial

Recommendations

All Action Plans should review the Risk
Assessment Recommendations for potential
goals to address in the coming years.

All collaborating participants may have
pertinent recommendations for this segment.
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overy three years

Further guidance on issues to include in the Risk
Assessment.

Such as:

* Maps detailing hydrant locations,

* Emergency egress gate locations and lock codes
* Water available for firefighting (tanks or ponds)

These separate details can also be uploaded to
your private portal.



Location of your community’s GIS map.




Appendix/Definitions

Thiese resources will adationally peovice a4d in understanding th interachion betwaen wildire bohavior and
the hoene igration 200

8 Eeaming Understanding the Wikdfire Tiveat to Momes, visit our onling courses,

& Preparng Homes for Wikdfire: Acbions that reduce nsk ~ tips and rescurces, visit our page
Preparing Homas for Wildfire,

Owelling Unit: Housahcld fesaience hult for 0COUDANCY by one person. a farmily, o roorsmatos, Foh.org
modde homes and cabins. and for mul-Aamdy residential 0CCUDPANcies (Lo dupieses, and other types of
srinched housing). An apanment bulkdng with 20 units would be consdered 10 dwelling units.

Nome Ignition Zone: Tha home and everything around £ out 2o 100 feet. The condon of the Fome and
surrouncing landscane within 100 St will iniuence the gnitabity of the structure

Flrewise USA® Action Plam: A pocr aod kst of res rocuction progects/nvestments for the parbicpating
sie, along with sugpested homeowner 3cTions and education activies that particgants will strve to
complete annuslly, O Ower 8 paviod of mulple years. The submitted action plan shouk] be broken down
by year and rofiect those poals (with examples attached), This document is recused 1o be updated at least
every three yeors, As Crourrsilances cnange (e.g . compietng actwibies, eapanencng & i O 8 natursd
AEaster, New CONStruChion In commundy. etc ), th achon plan may need to De updated more frequently

Firewise USA* Community Wikifire Risk Assessment: A1 pooaument hat focuses on the nsk of
NN Igition from wilkdires by looking at the condhions of the Momes and SLrrdunding home Iprition
2000 1t ks usadd to Pelo Sukde tesadants on the Mot effective actions to prevent home ignitions. snd wikfire
desaters. Thes cocument i reguired 1o e updated o least every five years,

Firewise® Board or Committes: /\ proup cormpr dd of srtadants aod cther aophcable stamenholoers.
Consider inviing the local dre department, state forestry agency, coctad officaals, senergency managor,
and. f applcabic. the property Management Company 1o particgate. The Doardcommitioe wil gusde the
oMorts of the Frewise USA® site. using the rss assessmment 10 identity and prortine Sctivitins @ the action
plan.

Flrewise® Resident Leader: A rmember of the community that 15 desgnated as the lead for & Farwes
USA® site and &5 a part of the Frowese® boond or comemtien. They ane the pamary contact betesen the
comrrunty 3 the program, fesponsde lor completing the nitial recogretion apphcation and snnmusl
renewal 2pphcabion via the online management portal (Frowne® Poctad). A soe may have more than one
dersgruded rescnnt ader assigned in the Frewse® Fortal

State Lislsan: Typcally, the employee of the organization that hosts the oo state forester, This person
15 desigrated by the state forester. is sponsdie ior setteg the direction of Firewtse USA® implernentation
w1 the state, and is the state’s man cortact 1o the natonal program. Thay are als0 MspOmsdle 10r feviewing
AN A0EFOVING New $Ae SPOECALIONS BN Miry Chooss 1o review annwal renewal appications. A kst of state
kas50ns can be found on NFPA'S website 50, you can contact your state lason,
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Helpful information available to all.



Voluntary Recognition Program:

Firewise® Portal:

Application for Recognition:

Annwal Renewasl:

A completed Risk Assessment should be
shared with all residents and absentee land-
owners as it contains the requirements to

successfully manage and continue the program
into the future.

It is also helpful as Leaders retire or relocate,
for an effective transition to new leadership.



Ceortificate of Recognition:

Certified vs. Recognized:

Those who successfully complete the Firewise
USA® application are provided with a certificate
of Recognition for the current and/or upcoming
year.

This may be helpful in obtaining a discount with
participating insurers.

A list of those insurers is on the Insurance
Commissioner’s website:
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-

consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-

res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm



http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
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