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Since 2020, NFPA has provided a 
standardized template with instructions 
for the required information.

Information is collected by the residents 
who work with the Firewise Coordinator,

And portions of the report may be 
completed by a Registered Professional 
Forester, your local Fire Chief or Fire 
Marshall, and the Fire Safe Council’s 
Firewise Coordinator who collaborates 
with a GIS Mapper.

Cal Fire approves all Firewise USA® 
applications and renewals for California.



California State Requirements: 
New and renewing sites are required to use 
the NFPA provided Wildfire Risk Assessment 
template and the California specific 3-Year      
Action Plan that clearly outlines measurable 
goals.



Assessment Participants may include:
• One or two Resident Leaders
• Fire Chief or their appointee
• Registered Professional Forester (RPF)
• Fire Safe Council’s Firewise Coordinator

NOTE: 
The Fire Safe Council of Nevada County is 
the NFPA Firewise USA® Regional 
Coordinator for Nevada County.

Cal Fire is the State Liaison.



Community’s general description:

When a community has a GIS map created, many 
layers of information become accessible.

But local knowledge may hold some lesser-
known details that should also be recognized.

Such as hydrants, fire water storage tank 
locations, overgrown riparian areas, unhoused 
persons, etc. 



Information for the next three pages comes 
from the parcel owners or renters.

It is a self-assessment of the conditions of the 
parcel and structures.

Resident Leaders should strive to obtain 
information from as many residents as 
possible. 

However, what you are seeking is the overall 
conditions within and adjacent to the entire 
neighborhood – not parcel specific details.

Therefore, 100% participation is not required.



Information can be collected from neighbors on 
a one-page survey – which is available by 
request from the Firewise Coordinator.

Some FWC’s have developed a Google Doc 
survey for email collection of individual 
information that also provides a tally of all 
surveys.

Resident Leaders input the tally of the data 
directly onto the Risk Assessment template.



Owners and renters should be made aware that 
the individual information collected is not 
shared outside of the community. Not with 
insurance companies or any other agency.

When completing the survey, accuracy is helpful 
in identifying specific hazards that can be 
mitigated for the safety of residents and 
firefighters alike. 

Broadly identifying these issues may also alert 
collaborating entities that seek funding sources 
for specific projects. Such as evacuation routes 
needing vegetation mitigation.



Summaries typically require the experience of a 
RPF to fully describe the observations.

NFPA also has a Risk Assessment tutorial at:
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-
causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-
learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-
Assessment-Tutorial

(copy the link from the Chat box)

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA/Online-learning-opportunities/Community-Wildfire-Risk-Assessment-Tutorial


All Action Plans should review the Risk 
Assessment Recommendations for potential 
goals to address in the coming years.

All collaborating participants may have 
pertinent recommendations for this segment.



Further guidance on issues to include in the Risk 
Assessment. 

Such as: 
• Maps detailing hydrant locations, 
• Emergency egress gate locations and lock codes
• Water available for firefighting (tanks or ponds)

These separate details can also be uploaded to 
your private portal.



Location of your community’s GIS map.



Helpful information available to all.



A completed Risk Assessment should be 
shared with all residents and absentee land-
owners as it contains the requirements to 
successfully manage and continue the program 
into the future.

It is also helpful as Leaders retire or relocate, 
for an effective transition to new leadership.  



Those who successfully complete the Firewise 
USA® application are provided with a certificate 
of Recognition for the current and/or upcoming 
year.

This may be helpful in obtaining a discount with 
participating insurers.

A list of those insurers is on the Insurance 
Commissioner’s website:
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-
consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-
res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm

http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/105-type/95-guides/03-res/Insurers-Currently-Offering-Discounts.cfm
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