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Mr. Oded Friedman
4 Emma Lazarus
Ramat Golda

Haifa 34784, Israel

Dear Oded:

| was very saddened to hear about the tragic loss of your two students, Mr. Moti Hershko
and his teenage son, Tom.

I am sure that, even now, it continues to be a difficult time for their family, friends and of
course those of you who trained with them at your club.

Unfortunately we live in a world where senseless violence claims the lives of innocent
people. You know this all too well, I am sure, as your homeland has endured many
terrible events. My advice to you is to keep training hard and to encourage your students
to do the same. As you know, we train to make ourselves better human beings, so that
ultimately, we can realize peace in the world.

This is a challenging time for you and your students. | am confident that you can meet
this challenge, and help your students to do the same as you all move forward.

For those of us who remain behind, we must work our world a better place to live.

My thoughts are with you and all your students. We are all one big family in the ISKF,
and so we all share your feelings of loss.

Please convey to the Hershko family my heartfelt condolences.

Sincerely,

s Yp

Teruyuki Okazaki
Chairman and Chief Instructor
International Shotokan Karate Federation
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Fifteen Israelis died and more than 40 were injured when a Palestinian bomber blew up
the Egged 37 bus on a busy street in Haifa. Most of the victims were school children. The
forceful impact of the blast made victim identification difficult and slow. The names of
the victims are:

Yuval Mendelovitch, 13
Staff Sgt. Barry Oved, 21
Staff Sgt. Eliahu Lacham, 22
Abigail Leitel, 14

Daniel Harush, 16

Kmar Abu Khamed, 13
Mitel Katav, 20

Assaf Zur, 17

Tom Hershko, 16, from Haifa and his father
Mordecai Hershko, 41
Marak Takash, 54

Semadar Firstetter, 17

Tal Kirman, 17

Miriam Attar, 27

Elisabetha Katzman, 16

Dear Sensei Okazaki:

It is with my deepest regret that | write to you at this time to inform you of this recent
occurrence. We all hear of these horrible events but never seem to believe that it will
affect us personally. This specific terrorist act has struck us personally as it involved two
students of mine. Mordecai and Tom Hershko, father and son, have been training with me
for the past five years and had both achieved the level of brown belt. Both were dedicated
students and had fully embodied the spirit of karate-do. This is a loss to me personally as

well as the organization. Our heartfelt sympathies go to their families.

Sincerely,
Oded Friedman
12/03/2003
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Sensei Yaguchi would like to send flowers or whatever is the custom for funerals in your
country.

Please do this for him/us.

Sign it:

Our deepest sympathy Sensei Yaguchi and Mountain states students, U.S.A.

Please, also in hebrew. ( if you have a better saying, please use it)

Charge it to my credit card:

AVALST: R

:DNTPN 11N INDID DWA DD JITI9 INDID TUN YNNI MONNVN DMDON

I'm so sorry. Sensei Yaguchi, students of Rocky mountain region extend our heartfelt
sympathies to the families of your students. We will offer a special vigil for Tom and
Mordecai Hershko.

9979 900N DWW YD JPTID INDID TUN YNNI MONNVN D1DON

Dear Oded,

Sensei asked me to send you his sorrow at the loss of two of our big karate family. He
expresses his regrets and wishes all of you well. He told me to tell you that you are
always in his mind and he remembers the warmth and kindness and eagerness of all of
you during his visits.

Sincerely, T. Mikami

: WIND%) VY DY YD JPTI9 IRDID TWUN YN MANNWN 99N

Dear Oded,
| am sorry to hear about the death of your two students. My thoughts are with you and at
your dojo.
Janette.

: P29 799 DY YD 1NTI IRDID TUN IYNI MONNWYN DPDIN
Dear Oded,

It is with great sorrow that | read your message. There is not a day that | do not think
about all of you and wish you safe. | am very sorry about the loss of your friends.

Please take care of yourself and family and we will keep you in our prayer everyday.

| will communicate this news to Sensei.

God be with all of you. Shalom

Love, Maria.
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Hello Oded,

My heart felt condolences to you and your members. It is tragic for all that is going on
there and especially when it is one of our own families.

I know we all worry constantly about you everyone else there. My thoughts and prayers
are with you. Please keep safe.

Lois.

;YN YNPY DV DR 1DTI9 INID GTUN Y8 MONNYN DN

Oded:

| heard from Lois that you lost two of your students by the terrorist attack. Sorry man!
What can | say? | just want to send you my sympathy and hope that your family will be
safe.

Sorry again to hear bad news.

Taka.

: MNINMNP YN0 ORDIDN HAPNNY YN MANNWN H1DON

On behalf of myself and my students, | would like to express my sincere condolences on
the tragic loss of two of your promising karate students, Mordecai and Tom Hershko. We
too, were touched by these senseless attacks when not long ago, Noam Leibovich, the 7-
year old sister of one of our own former students, was shot and killed by a gunman on an
Israeli road. You and your students are in our thoughts, and we pray for an end to this
violence and terror.

Yours,

Shojiro Koyama

Director, ISKF Western Region
Phoenix, Arizona, USA
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Canada Allied Diesel Co. Ltd.

RAIL AND DIESEL POWER PRODUCTS
www.cadiesel.com

* E-mail: cad@sympatico.ca
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