

         Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council

Meeting held at:

Moorland House

Blakelaw 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE5 3RY
Tel:  07588154441
      E-mail: bnfcc@outlook.com
      Chairperson of Council: John Wears 



      Clerk to the Council: Helen Richardson
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE HELD: Tuesday 19th March 2024 
TIME:   6.30 pm  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears (Chair), Jimmy Gill (Vice Chair), Deborah Wears(DW), Violet Rooke(VR) and Debbie Playford(DP)
In Attendance:

Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council 
Kathy Smith – Resident and Chair of the Tuesday Trailblazers Community Group
Jean McCartney – Resident 

Cllr Juna Sathian - Blakelaw Ward Councillor 
Claire Cushing – Treasurer of the Tuesday Trailblazers Community Group

Denise Morton - Resident

Prior to the commencement of the formal meeting a resident raised concerns regarding youths being in the flats causing a significant amount of damage to walls and doors, they were running around the corridors banging of doors and frightening residents.  Despite resident’s complaints and requests of support from the Police and YHN Wardens, residents felt that nothing was being done.  Residents were frightened to come out of their own properties.  Cllr Sathian stated that she had met with the EPIC team who had informed her that there had been problems with people sleeping in the stairwells, residents didn’t believe that this was a problem in Beaumont House where the anti-social behaviour problems had been focused tonight.  Both Cllr Sathian and the community council confirmed that residents needed to continue to complain to the Police albeit the support that had recently been given to the area had poor at best.  The community council and Ward Councillors would consider the best way forward to try and address the concerns of residents.
23/24. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies had been received from Blakelaw Ward Councillor Marion Williams.
No apologies were received from Community Councillor Ann Keenan and the Police.  
In response to a question regarding attendance at meetings, the Clerk provided an explanation around the requirement to attend meetings, the submitting and accepting of apologies and the process that could take place to remove a Councillor should they miss 6 meetings in a row.
24/24. Declaration of Interests

· John Wears – Director of Learning 4 All and Secretary to the Tuesday Trailblazers
· Debbie Playford – Chair of Blakelaw Flats TARA
· James Gill – Bank signatory for the Tuesday Trailblazers 
· Violet Rooke – Governor at Thomas Walling Primary School 
25/24. Grant Applications 

The Clerk advised that there was one application for funding to be considered at the meeting which was from the Tuesday Trailblazers Community Group that had recently become a standalone independent community group.
Given the previous support both financially and as volunteers the community council had provided to the group, the Clerk asked all community councillors to declare their interests as they currently stood within the group.  These are detailed below:-

· John Wears – Secretary (paid)

· Debbie Playford – Volunteer 

· Deborah Wears – Volunteer 

· Violet Rooke – Nothing to declare 

· James Gill – Signatory on the bank account (until group becomes more established)

· Helen Richardson (Clerk) – Signatory on the bank account (until group becomes more established)
At this point in the meeting and given his specific interest in the grant application, the Chair handed the chairing of the meeting to the Vice Chair, James Gill for this agenda item only and withdrew from all discussion.

Claire Cushing and Kath Smith from the newly formed committee of the Tuesday Trailblazers Community Group took the community council through their application for funding, they were requesting £1181.44 for items including stationary, a laptop, a microwave and storage.  They explained that the group met every fortnight and played bingo, had crafting sessions and offered lunch to those who attended.  The group was for local older residents to come along and socialise with a view to help combat isolation.  The group were also planning a D-Day celebration on the 4th June 2024 and outings to various destinations.  The group were currently holding regularly committee meetings to discuss the planning and future of the group.  The group currently had around 23/25 regular attendees but were hoping that this would increase with the introduction of their new Facebook page and some leafletting.  The group had recently been granted funding via another source however prior to being able to access this funding they required some basic items that would help the group stand independently following the financial support the group had been receiving from the community council ending.  The Tuesday Trailblazers thanked the community council for all of the support it had received to date.  The group had introduced a payable “sub” for those attending but made it clear that this was a voluntary offer, they did not wish residents not to attend if they were unable to pay the “subs” – it was important that everyone one was made welcome.  They were also supporting local businesses when obtaining lunches for the group.
At this point in the meeting all members of the public and community councillor John Wears left the room whilst the remaining community councillors discussed the application.

Following a lengthy discussion around the support that the Tuesday Trailblazers had received from the community council since its inception, the groups continued success and the sad reality that the community council would not always be able to support the group financially – it was felt that the group continued to be needed in the area and that whilst the community council were not able to continue with repeated funding it felt that it did need to support the Tuesday Trailblazers independence and to allow the group to be in a position where it was able to access it's other source of grant funding.  

The community council therefore agreed to provide grant funding to the Tuesday Trailblazers in the sum of £1181.44.

At this point in the meeting members of the public and community councillor John Wears re-entered the room.

The Tuesday Trailblazers were updated on the decision of the community council and they thanked everyone for their continued support.

Community councillor John Wears took back the Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 
26/24.
Minutes of Previous Meetings and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the meetings held on the 8th February 2024 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  The Chair confirmed that most items would be covered as updates throughout the meeting.

The Chair confirmed that representatives from the Community Pantry were due to attend a session of the Tuesday Trailblazers to talk to residents about the service that they offered.
27/24.
Police Update  

The Police were not in attendance and no update had been received.  Community Councillors again expressed their concerns at the lack of Police attendance in the area and at meetings.  Both the Chair and Vice Chair had spoken to the new PCSO however despite confirming their attendance they were yet to arrive.
JG had spoken to the PCSO regarding a number of issues in the area who had confirmed they would look in to the reports made and provide an update.
28/24.
Community Councillor Update  
Community councillors updated the meeting on the following key issues that they had been supporting residents with:-
· A tree inspector was due to inspect an overgrown tree near the bunker area as it was believed to be dead.
· Motorbikes on pavements and in the shopping centre
· YHN housing matters 

· Antisocial Behaviour 

· Complaints had been received about the condition of the Blakelaw Centre from those who had been using it.
· An incitement and engagement session was due to take place on the 9th May 2024 for YHN tenants following the decision to bring the management of housing back the Newcastle City Council.
29/24. Blakelaw Ward Councillors Update   

Blakelaw Ward Councillor Juna Sathian updated the meeting on the following key issues:-
· A 999 engagement session was due to place in the area although a date and time was yet to be agreed.

· Following the success of the YHN tenants EPIC pop up event, a wider community event was to be arranged, a date and time for this was to be agreed.

· Fly tipping had increased.

· Motorbike related incidents on the “black path” area had reduced since the introduction of a bollard type obstruction.

· Residents were being supported with YHN housing banding and applications for houses.

· Parking continued to be an issue around the Blakelaw Centre with people attending the centre parking on streets and blocking drives, community councillors feedback that the centre carpark was always empty – this issue was to be raised again with centre management.
30/24.
Sub Groups Update 
Community Engagement/Environmental Group

The Chair and Clerk provided updates on the community councils planned events, there was also lots planned for the Tuesday Trailblazer group.

Staffing 

The Staffing group had met and the Chair and Clerk regularly met and if there were any concerns regarding staffing the Chair should be contacted.
31/24. Review and Agree the Statement of Financial Control 

The Clerk took the community council through the Statement of Financial Control which was required to be agreed and adopted by the community council no later than the 31st March 2024.  This would then be place on the community council website and reviewed yearly.

The community council agreed to adopt the Statement of Financial Control.
32/24. Financial Matters 

The Clerk took the community council through the financial statement.
Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 9th February 2024 – 19th March 2024

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £16,006.58







Total

  
£16,506.58

Less: Payments;

HMRC (March 2024)





£393.87

H Richardson (March 2024 Salary)



£1069.29

Tesco Payment Card (Payment Card)



£500.00

Judith McLellen (The Bread Machine(TT))


£68.75

English Martyr’s Church (Tuesday Trailblazers)


£192.00

English Martyr’s Church (Tuesday Trailblazers)


£96.00

Blakelaw Flats TARA (Room Hire)



£62.50

Judith McLellen (The Bread Machine(TT))


£50.00









Total
£2432.41

Income

Interest







£65.56

Newcastle City Council (Grant Funding)



£1000.00

Closing balance as at 19th March 2024 (account 2)

£14,639.73

Closing balance as at 19th March 2024 (account 1)

£500.00

Recommendation: Members are asked to note this report and approve the above payments.

33/24. Any Other Business 

There were no items of other business 

34/24.
Date, time and venue of next meeting 

The date and time of the next community council meeting was confirmed as the 11th April 2024 at 6pm within the community room at Moorland House.
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