

         Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council

Meeting held at:

Moorland House

Blakelaw 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE5 3RY
Tel:  07588154441
      E-mail: bnfcc@outlook.com
      Chairperson of Council: John Wears 



      Clerk to the Council: Helen Richardson
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE HELD: Thursday 13th July 2023 
TIME:   6.00 pm  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears (Chair), Jimmy Gill (Vice Chair), Deborah Wears(DW), Ann Keenan(AK) and Debbie Playford(DP)
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
Blakelaw Ward Cllr Marion Williams 

Blakelaw Ward Cllr Juna Sathian 

Jean McCarthy – Resident 

Maureen Kelly – Resident 

51/23. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Community Councillor Violet Rooke and the Police.
52/23. Declaration of Interests

· John Wears – Director of Learning for All.  
53/23. Minutes of Previous Meetings and Matters Arising

The minutes of the meetings held on the 20th April 2023 and 20th June 2023 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  The Chair confirmed that most items would be covered as updates throughout the meeting.
54/23.
Grant Applications 

The Clerk confirmed that there were no applications to consider at this time but reiterated that community groups should be encouraged to apply for grant funding.

55/23.
Police Update

The Police were not in attendance.  The Clerk confirmed they had been invited but were not on shift.
PCSO Michael Todd had contacted the Community Council and advised that he was leaving his role.  The Clerk confirmed that she had sent the Community Council’s best wishes to Michael for the future.

There had been no information regarding who the new PSCO would be.

The Community Council had a general discussion regarding various issues that had been raised with them.  This included of road motorbikes (blue, red and green), Ward Councillors had also reported motorbikes in the park, a resident had reported having a window broken by youths however the Police had not attended as they had not deemed it critical, there had been a rise in ASB as we were coming in to the school holidays, youths were targeting the blocks of flats and following discussion around complaints being made to YHN by residents and the Community Council it was felt that they had been a lot more responsive of late.

56/23.
Community Council Update 

There had been lots of contact via residents which had been reported to the various partners and followed up.
Following complaints regarding the North Fenham green space, YHN had been to visit the site and would be clearing away the fly tipping and speaking with residents regarding fly tipping and ASB.
57/23.
Blakelaw Ward Councillor Update

Blakelaw Ward Councillors provided an update on the below subjects:-
· The playground at the Hub was yet to open.  Cllrs had spoken to NCC who had stated that it should be open today but tape was still in place and there were no signs of children playing.  Cllrs were aware of that there had been some snagging issues so it may have been this that was holding things up.

· Concerns had been raised regarding the behaviour of youths within the hub.
· Cllrs had attended an NUFC event at the Civic Centre and they had asked NUFC for support.

· The official opening of the Hub would be in September.

· Cllrs had been dealing with lots of case work with evidence of the cost of living really to starting to show and people were also becoming frustrated at life.

· Cllrs agreed that YHN had been more responsive but this may be because they were about to send out their tenant questionnaire.

· The pop up refuse site had been well received but feedback had been that it had only been for small items and that if you didn’t have a car it wasn’t accessible.  They would also not take metal items.
· Fly tipping was not improving, all that was happening was people fly tipped, NCC moved it so they fly tipped again.

· Work was taking place with residents around household waste and rats.

· There had been a number of litter picks undertaken in the area.

· An area had been identified for autumn planting

· Work had started with schools regarding a park and stride model rather than closing roads, Blakelaw Club had confirmed that parent could park in their carpark to do the school run.

· A question was raised around the amount of rubbish that was found in the hub carpark and that there appeared to be no bins in that vicinity.

· A concern was also raised regarding the current condition of the Blakelaw Centre with rubbish and cans all over, noise of equipment being used outside as well as a piece of equipment (tyre) being kept outside. The meeting then had a discussion regarding a significant number of concerns residents and Cllrs had regarding the Centre.
· The work being undertaken on Cragston was taking longer than expected as they were now awaiting BT to undertake some work.

· Concerns were raised regarding the bunker area, ASB in that area and the overgrown bushes and trees.
58/23. Update on Sub Groups 

The Chair provided an update on the below:-
· Over 55’s Group – the Over 55’s group had now been renamed the Tuesday Trail Blazers and a small committee had been selected and community banking details were currently been arranged.  The group was going from strength to strength.  A recent visit to Beamish had been a huge success.
· An A5 flyer had been distributed around the area however as ever there had been concerns raised around the distribution of the flyer in that main Blakelaw streets were being missed.

· The Chair and Clerk update the meeting on up and coming events ie the summer fair, the youth club and the community coach trip. 

· The Chair also updated the meeting of the work that had been undertaken with the University in the past and that it was hoped this could be restarted.

· DP asked if the D Day celebrations could be celebrated.  The Community Council thought this was a great idea but it was reiterate by the Chair that the support of the whole Community Council was required as preparing these events was a big task.
59/23.
Review of Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations   

The Chair agreed that agenda items 9 and 10 could be taken together.  The Clerk explained that as per the internal auditor’s recommendations these documents were required to be reviewed.  The Community Councillors confirmed that they had read both documents, the Clerk briefly summed up each document and Community Councillors confirmed that they believed that the documents continued to be fit for purpose.

60/23.
Financial Matters 

Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 12th May 2023 – 13th July 2023

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £47,400.24







Total

  
£47,900.24

Less: Payments;

Judith McLellen (The Bread Machine)



£65.00

Prepaid Tech 






£473.51

Equal Arts 







£200.00

Earth Doctors (Big River Bakery)




£180.00

G & H Fletcher (Internal Auditor)




£150.00

Stanley Travel 






£280.00

Helen Richardson (June 2023 Salary)



£1001.38

HMRC (June 2023)






£359.21

Prepaid Tech







£396.31

Prepaid Tech







£500.00

NPS








£545.00

ROAM Distribution






£600.00

Earth Doctors (Big River Bakery)




£210.00

Stanley Travel 






£1650.00

Earth Doctors (Big River Bakery)




£90.00

Helen Richardson (July 2023 Salary)



£1001.18

HMRC (July 2023)






£359.41

Evoke Entertainment Limited 




£380.00

Balloon Professor 






£240.00









Total
£8681.00

Income 

VAT








£922.79

Bus Trip (Whitby)






£12.00

Bus Trip (Scarborough)





£135.00

Interest







£64.65









Total
£1134.44
Closing balance as at 13 July 2023 (account 2)


£39,853.68

Closing balance as at 13 July 2023 (account 1)


£500.00

Recommendation: Members are asked to note this report and approve the above payments.

61/23.
Any Other Business 

The Clerk confirmed that she wished to raise the subject of the timings of future meetings.  The Clerk stated that she had discussed with the Chair and other Community Councillors present at a previous meeting that she had recently commenced new employment which meant that the Community Council meetings would sometimes clash with meetings in her other employment.  Following a discussion it was felt that the meeting times could be confirmed on a meeting by meeting basis rather than changing the dates/day of the meeting or the Clerk resigning.  The Clerk thanked the Community Council for their understanding.
62/23.
Date, time and venue of next meeting  

The next meeting would be held on the 14th September 2023 in Moorland House Community Room, time to be confirmed 
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