
         Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council
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Tel:  07588154441
      E-mail: bnfcc@outlook.com
      Chairperson of Council: John Wears 



      Clerk to the Council: Helen Richardson
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 
DATE HELD: Thursday 9 June 2022 
TIME:   6.00 pm  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears (Chair), Jimmy Gill (Vice Chair), Violet Rooke(VR), Marilyn Irving(MI), Judith Parkin(JP), Irene Teasdale(IT) and Lorraine Birkett(LB) 
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
Jean McCartney – Resident 

Cecil Anderson – Resident 

Debbie Playford – Resident 

Kath Smith – Resident 

Sally Southern – Community Artist
Nicola – Community Artist

Martin Golightly – Police 

Tony Davis – Police 

Simon Luddington – SEARCH

Prior to the commencement of the formal business the community council heard from 2 local artists who had been undertaken various pieces of “pop up” art in the area.  They advised the community council that they were undertaking a piece of work with community groups in the area called “the heart of Blakelaw”.  It was hoped that the pieces of art would go on display around the area as part of a treasure hunt type trail from the 17 July 2022.
A resident from the flats queried as to whether they could be involved as there were a number of residents within the flats who would be interested. 

The Chair requested that information was sent through to enable the sessions to be advertised on their social media platforms.

60/22.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from community councillors Ann Keenan and Juna Sathian.
Apologies were also received from City Councillor Marion Williams. 
61/22. Declaration of Interests
· John Wears – Director of Learning for All.  
· Marilyn Irving – 165 Estate TARA and Fostering under Newcastle 
· Irene Teasdale – 165 Estate TARA and Mrs T’s Café 

· Violet Rooke – Governor at Thomas Walling School and NEAS
62/22. Police Update 
The Police were in attendance.
They updated on matters that had been happening in the area.

A male had been arrested following a number of robberies in the area and the Police wished to thank all those who had provided information which lead to the arrest.

In relation to the Community Council’s de-fin being stolen, the Police had viewed CCTV but sadly had drawn a dead end.

In relation to anti-social behaviour, the Police commented that they had been receiving a reduced numbers of calls.  It was commented that kids were hiding in the bunker area, motorbikes were still a significant problem.  JP informed that Police that 3 males had been trying car doors in the area.  The Police asked if there was any CCTV, JP will check and let the Police know.
The Police confirmed that they have delivered a few warnings over motorbike use.

There had been damage to equipment and graffiti experienced at the hub site.  The Police have been visiting schools and working with youths, they believe that if they chip away at a small group of youths they break off from the main group and they move on.  There are still a number of older youths hanging around the shops on bikes and residents are advised to take care when travelling through the area.
VR queried whether the Police had received any reports regarding people dressed in full bike leathers asking “unusual” questions yet refusing to remove their helmets.  The Police have not heard of any reports.

There was a query in relation to the legal status of the orange scooters that we being used in and around Newcastle.  The Police confirmed that the orange scooters were a trial by Newcastle City Council but that electric scooters in general were not legal.
63/22. Grant Application   

Simon Luddington from SEARCH attended to take the community council through the background of the organisation SEARCH and present their application for grant funding.  SEARCH would like to continue to deliver a variety of services and support networks for older people in the area.  They currently provide a welfare rights service out of the Blakelaw Centre which is how they found out about the community councils grant funding scheme.  They have received grant funding from Sport England and would like to be able to match fund this amount to provide more arts and crafts for residents.
SEARCH had held an afternoon tea at Christmas that had been very well received and they would like to do this again.

VR asked if some of the sessions would include tech type support.  SL confirmed that they used to run a “techy tea” session that they could start up again, they have equipment that can be loaned out and any resident who was unable to attend sessions could have a session on their doorstep however it was felt that “techy teas” worked best but SEARCH would be required to purchase more data to allow these sessions to happen.
All guests in attendance were asked to leave the meeting whilst the funding application was discussed.  

LB commented that she did not have a copy of the grant application.  The chair confirmed that it had been sent to everyone.

A community councillor queried whether or not the amount of funding requested could be rounded up to the maximum amount of £1200.  The Clerk confirmed that it was in the community councils gift to increase the amount of funding requested to the maximum allowed however the organisation would need to evidence that they were able to use the additional funds.
Chair double checked that all community councillors were happy to increase the funding application to the maximum £1200.  All councillors agreed that they wished to the increase the amount requested to £1200.

SL returned to the room and was informed of the increase to the grant funding and informed that if they wished to accept the increase they would be required to evidence it.  SL confirmed that they were certainly happy to accept the increase and would be able to provide the evidence.

The Chair offered SEARCH the opportunity to use their website and other social media platforms for their advertising.

64/22. Minutes of Previous Meetings/Matters Arising 
The minutes of the meeting held on the 12 May 2022 were agreed as a correct record.

It was confirmed that a litter bin would be placed in situ on Monday at the Blakelaw park.
The community council had received feedback that some of Cragston Park had not received their newsletter.
In relation minute number 58/22 the Chair confirmed that he needed to follow up his conversations with Parkview Grange.

65/22.
Sub Group Updates 
Community Engagement Group 
· The Chair provided the community council with the update that had been received from Tolent in relation to the Red Hut site.
· The summer newsletter was in progress and community councillors were asked to send through articles for it.

· The Whitby trip had been a huge success with lots of new residents attending.  The trip had been advertised via facebook, the website and posters.  Discussion were already taking place regarding the summer trip with Blackpool being at the top of the list as the preferred destination.
The Chair updated the community council following their monthly meeting with NCAT.  He confirmed that their youth worker(Esme) had started but that she would be predominantly working from the Fawdon Community Centre.  JG queried as to why this was the case as we had been previously been informed that the youth worker would be split 3 ways between the NCAT centres.  JP queried what the role of the person was, it was confirmed that she was a youth worker, the youth worker was also organising a summer event and reviewing the website and facebook pages for each centre.  

It was queried whether the youth worker had met with the Police, the Police confirmed that she hadn’t but they confirmed that they did work with groups but that this tended to be to divert youths away from crime.

A youth counselling service was due to be set up with the support of the University but it is not known when this will start.

The library times have changed, there’s been early discussions in relation to some learning via the library, the Little Learners Nursery continued to run from the centre, Sucess4all were undertaking after school clubs.
The Chair confirmed that he would be meeting with the Head Teacher at Hilton School who wished to work alongside the community council.

A group of community councillors had met with Aldi regarding their relocation of the store on Stamfordham Road – community councillors had raised queries that Aldi had not consider regarding access routes (over grown subway) and carpark access.
The Chair and JS had met for an update with the University regarding the 2 projects that they had been running.  A report is being written and will be shared when it was received.  The University had been slightly disappointed that they hadn’t been able to complete the projects but it was hoped that they could be involved in other projects in particular the flower planter project.

The Chair had also met with City Councillor Marion Williams to discuss youth work and he confirmed that he would be apply for granting funding via the PCC.

Environmental Sub Group – VR had agreed to continue with being the Chair of this group and the next meeting was being held on the 7 July 2022 at 6pm 
Employment Sub Group – The next meeting of the employment group was being held in August.
66/22. Financial Matters
Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 13 May 2022 – 9 June 2022  

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £43,203.01







Total

  
£43,703.01

Less: Payments;

Helen Richardson (June 2022 Salary)



£922.33
HMRC (June 2022)






£365.26

Stanley Travel






£1478.00

Pre-Paid Tech






£472.37

M Irving 







£11.00

S Forsyth







£90.00









Total
£3338.96

In: Payments 

Interest







£2.51

Community Trip






£242.14

VAT Reimbursement 





£2247.81









Total
£2492.46
Closing balance as at 9 June 2022 (account 2)

£42,356.51

Closing balance as at 9 June 2022 (account 1)

£500.00

Recommendation: Members are asked to note this report and approve the above payments.

67/22. Any Other Business 

DP asked for an update in relation to the Older People’s project.  The Chair confirmed that he had been working on a plan and asked other community councillors to become involved.
The Chair also congratulated community councillor Irene Teasdale for her receiving of a British Empire Medal in the Queens Jubilee Honours list.
68/22. Date, time and venue of next meeting  

The next meting would be held on the 14 July 2022 at 6pm in Moorland House 
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