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MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

DATE HELD: Thursday 8 April 2021 
TIME:   6.00 pm via Zoom  
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs John Wears(JW - Chair), Jimmy Gill(JG), Marilyn Irving(MI), Violet Rooke(VR), Juna Sathian (JS), Lee Stott (LS), Irene Teasdale (IT) and Lorraine Birkett (LB)
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
Alan Hendry – Tolent 
Margaret Stephenson – MARO  

This meeting of Blakelaw and North Fenham Community Council was held via Zoom due to the ongoing Coronavirus(COVID19) pandemic.  Advice and guidance has been issued from the National Association of Local Councils(NALC) following changes regarding the holding of meetings electronically.

40/21.  Apologies for Absence 
No apologies for absence were received although Ann Keenan was not in attendance.
41/21. Declaration of Interests
· Marilyn Irving – 165 Estate TARA and Fostering under Newcastle 
· Violet Rooke – Governor at Thomas Walling Primary School and NEAS
· Juna Sathian – Labour Party Member and Branch Chair 
· Irene Teasdale – Mrs T’s Café and 165 TARA
43/21. Tolent Update (Red Hut Site) 

Alan Hendry (AH), Project Manager for the Tolent development on the old Red Hut attended to provide an update in relation to the development.

AH confirmed that they had 23 foundations in and that they were currently working on a further 4.  The site was well underway with an expected completion date of March 2022.
The site was being built on an old quarry and at present the build was up to the ground floor.
The site were awaiting contact from the City council regarding traffic management as they needed to close the road down towards the centre however a priority order would need to be put in place as the SPAR received 6 daily deliveries and the emergency services needed constant access as the Fire Service had been there 3 times since January and they needed access to that road.
Deliveries are coming in via the A1 but this is being monitored and if it causes a problem Tolent need to know.  

AH confirmed that they would be sending out newsletters to the surrounding properties, there was a notice board on the site that would be used for updates and the Community Council were welcome to use it if they wished too.  AH would send an electronic copy of the newsletter to the Chair who would share it with the other Community Councillors.

The site had received 1 complaint from the Legion Club that AH has dealt with.

The Chair thanked AH for attending with an update.  AH stated that should there be any issues/complaints the Community Council should contact him directly.

The Chair asked if Tolent would be undertaking any work on the green area between the site and the centre.  AH confirmed that they would be landscaping the site but were not scheduled to undertake any further landscaping. 

44/21. Grant Applications 
Margaret Stephenson(MS) from MARO attending meeting and took the Community Council through her application for grant funding.  The purpose of the funding was to challenge the perceptions that people had around older people.
The funding would look to bring older people together, talk to them about getting older and make music with their responses.  They had undertaken a similar project in other parts of Newcastle and it was felt that they had been very successful.
MS left the Zoom call while the Community Council discussed the application for funding.  MI commented that she felt that there were more important things to deal with at the moment and wouldn’t want to support this application.  It was felt that older people would want to have engagement but not in this way and that they would prefer getting together for a coffee and a natter.
After further discussion and very differing opinions, it was decided that now wasn’t the right time to grant this funding request and that a piece on the project should go in the newsletter and ask for feedback.

The Chair asked for suggested wording to be sent through to him.

45/21. Chairs Report 

The Chair took the Community Council through the significant number of complaints that he and the Clerk had been dealing with.  

The Chair confirmed that he had received communication from Stagecoach following the withdrawal of the bus service in Blakelaw and had been very disappointed to be informed that both the Police and Ward Councillors were fully aware of the issue however had not updated the Community Council on the matter.  However, the good news was that the bus service would be resuming on the 11th April.

A number of complaints had been received regarding anti-social behaviour of youths in the area.  The Community Council funded detached youth work in the area and were interested in hearing how this work had developed given the increase in ASB.
Other complaints that had been received were regarding planning matters, litter, ASB in the Blakelaw park and motorbikes continued to be a problem.

The Chair confirmed that he had written to the Police and was awaiting their response and it was all getting out of hand and the lack of a Police presence was very noticeable, residents no longer felt safe.

IT commented that she had received a message from Ward Councillors inviting her to attend a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) who was attending the area for a “walk around” the following day, although stated she wouldn’t be attending as she had prior arrangements.  This concerned a number for the Community Councillors as they were concerned as to why the Community Council had not been informed of this visit.  JS confirmed that she had also been invited but this was due to her writing directly to the PCC regarding the ASB issues on the City Edge estate.  The Chair expressed his dissatisfaction at the situation and JS offered to raise the issues the Community Council had been dealing with the PCC.
46/21. Minutes of the Previous Meeting/Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on the 11 March 2021 were agreed as a correct record of the meeting.

47/21. Police Update 

The Community Council had not received any update from the Police despite writing to them expressing serious concerns.
48/21. Blakelaw Ward Councillor Update
Blakelaw Ward Councillors were not in attendance.  The Chair confirmed that he had written to them regarding some of the issues but was yet to receive a response. 
49/21. Sub-Groups
Community Engagement Group – The Community Engagement Group had met recently and discussed the newsletter, the Chair was working on this bur he did require input from others.  
Environmental Group – Various projects were discussed together with a number of complaints that had been received regarding litter in the park and refuge collections being scattered across the ground.
Employment Group – This group meets 3 times per year however the Chair and Clerk maintain regular contact.
50/21. Financial Matters 

Report of the Clerk to the Community Council

Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 12 March 2021 – 31 March 2021 

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £24,795.67







Total

  
£25,295.67

Less: Payments;








Total
£0.00

Closing balance as at 31 March 2021 (account 2)

£ 24,795.67

Closing balance as at 31 March 2021 (account 1)
 
£500.00

As per transactions relating to 01 April 2021 – 08 April 2021  

Per Bank:

Account 1






  
 £500.00

Account 2






  
 £24,795.67







Total

  
£25,295.67

Less: Payments;

Helen Richardson (April 2021 Salary)



£909.92

HMRC (April 2021)






£350.97

Currys (Laptop Cover)





£5.00








Total
£1,265.89

Closing balance as at 8 April 2021 (account 2)

£23,529.78

Closing balance as at 8 April 2021 (account 1)
 
£500.00

Members agreed the above financial statement.

51/21. Any Other Other Business 

None
52/21. Date and time of the next meeting 

The date and time of the next meeting is 13 May 2021 at 6.00pm.
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