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     Chairperson of Council: John Wears 



      Clerk to the Council: Helen Richardson
MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE HELD: Thursday 12 September 2019 
TIME:   6.00 pm 
Present: 
Councillors: Cllrs Ron Clarke(RC - Chair), Irene Teasdale(IT), Karen Ferry(KF), Lorraine Birkett(LB), Violet Rooke(VR) and James Gill(JG)
In Attendance:
Helen Richardson(HR) – Clerk to the Community Council (minutes)
Val Morrison – Resident 

Marilyn Irvine – Resident 

Debbie Playford – Resident  

Newcastle City Councillor – Oskar Avery
Newcastle City Councillor – Linda Hobson

Jean McCartney – Resident 

Pauline Hulme – Resident 
Irene Bates – Resident 

Heather Miller – Engie 

Helen Wilding – Little Learners 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting residents shared their concerns regarding the demolition of the garages that ran behind the Legion Club.  The resident confirmed that they had been provided with “Notices” that the garages would be demolished at the beginning of August 2019 but that to date nothing had happened and the garage walls maintained part of the gardens of those residents living behind them.  They had been informed by “the Council” that a fence would be put in place of the wall.  This is not what the residents wanted as currently the garages block the ongoing issues reported from the “the Legion Club” nor do they feel as though they have been consulted properly.  The resident is to provide the Clerk with a name and she will attempt to make contact with the service in the morning.
86/19.  Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Community Councillor John Wears and Ann Keenan
87/19.  Declaration of Interests
· Violet Rook – Governor at Thomas Walling School and Governor with the North East Ambulance Service 
· James Gill – Newcastle Community Asset Trust Board Member 

· Ron Clarke - 165 TARA, Newcastle Community Asset Trust and Trading Arm of Newcastle Community Asset Trust

· Karen Ferry - Blakelaw Club Juniors Football Club

· Irene Teasdale – Mrs T’s Café 

88/19. Co-opt Community Councillor 

The Community Council welcomed Marilyn Irving to Community Council by co-option.  

89/19. Grant Application 
Blakelaw Club Juniors Football Club 
Unfortunately, The Football Club weren’t able to attend therefore their grant was deferred to November’s meeting.  Advice was given to KF who sits on their Board as to how they needed to improve their application and have consideration of Data protection rules.

Little Learners – Helen Wilding (HW)
HW took the Community Council through her application for funding.  Little Learners is currently running a very successful nursery in Fawdon and had been approached to take over the space currently vacated by the School within the Blakelaw Centre.  HW talked about the plans for the nursery and confirmed that she had around 10 families currently signed up to attend when the nursery opened in a couple of weeks.  Sadly due to a delay in paperwork they had missed the September 2019 intake.  HW spoke a little about her background and that she was hoping to split her time between Fawdon and Blakelaw, HW is not included in the staffing figures and is additional to any other staff ratio to children.
The Community Council discussed the application and recognised the need for an additional nursery in the area as the School nursery had been oversubscribe this year.  Following a discussion it was agreed that the Community Council would award the full amount of the grant funding being requested in the sum of £1200.
90/19.
Minutes/Matters Arising 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 11 July 2019 were agreed and signed by the Chair.
Heather Miller (HM) from Engie, the company who are managing the Roundhill Avenue development gave a very detailed up date in relation to the sites progress, deliveries, traffic to the site, parking, site security and the coming weeks.  HM will attend future Community Council meetings to provide updates and confirmed if there were any problems we were to inform her as they take the management and running of their developments seriously and wished to work with the community to reduce impact.
91/19. Chairs Report
There was no Chairs update this month.  However the Clerk confirmed that the mental health training was all booked and those wishing to attended need to let the Clerk know asap.
The plans for the Christmas trip were in full swing and the newsletter was being prepared and if anyone had any further items to be published they were to send these to John Wears as soon as they could.

92/19. Police Update 

There were no Police in attendance but the Clerk provided the update that had been received from them.
LB confirmed that she had been contacted by the Police asking how she had felt ASB and crime had been over the summer as it seemed that the area had been quiet.

RC raised concerns that resident weren’t reporting crimes as they were unable to get through on the 101 numbers which in turn made it look like there had been no incidents.  Motorbikes were still a problem and there was a general feeling that the Police were not interested.  City Councillor Oskar Avery commented that it was important that resident reported these incidents and if able to get exact locations and/or photographs of the bikes as the Police were able to seize the bikes in question when found.  It was important to note the Police are not able to chase the bikes.
Gangs were reported to be dealing drugs in the square.

Councillors queried whether there was an alternative route to contact the Police ie via text or email.  It was confirmed that we would ask the Police if this was an option.

93/19. Update from Blakelaw Ward Councillors 

City Councillors Avery and Hobson provided an update as to what had been happening in the Ward.

OA updated the meeting on the proposed charging zone and the possibilities that may be brought by the City Council.

There was a meeting to be held the following week to discuss the overgrown trees on Yatesbury Avenue.  The Community Council queried whether anything would be done about the trees on Binswood Avenue, OA confirmed that trees in the area were a constant topic and they were trying their best to find a solution.
OA confirmed that the Ponteland Road Medical Centre would be open 7 days per week from the 8 October.  There would also be a GP on site and would be open longer hours.  Residents would also be able to make appointments as well as walking in.  It was suggested that we approach the Medical Centre with a view to placing a further community defibrillator at that site.

94/19. Sub Groups 

The Community Council were given a general update on the environmental group meeting by VR.
It was confirmed that the community engagement group were due to meet at the beginning of October but the mental health first aider training was book and other community groups had been invited.  The newsletter was nearly complete and the date of the Christmas trip was the 7 December and we would be going to Edinburgh.

95/19. Financial Matters 

Bank reconciliation:

As per transactions relating to 12 July – 12 September 2019

Per Bank:

Account 1






   £500.00

Account 2






   £51,527.58







Total

   £52.027.58

Less: Payments;

H V Richardson – August 2019 Salary


£454.66

H V Richardson – Whitby Trip 



£144.50

HV Richardson – Stationary 



£10.00

HMRC – August 2019(100588)



£91.00

Stanley Travel (Whitby)




£1355.00

Stanley Travel (Edinburgh)




£1500.00

H V Richardson (Pre-paid card upload)


£1000.00

H V Richardson – September 2019 Salary/Laptop
£459.66



HMRC – September 2019(100589)


£90.80








Total
£5105.62

Closing balance as at 12 September 2019(account 2)
£46,421.96

Closing balance as at 12 September 2019 (account 1)
£500.00
96/19. Any Other Business 

There was no other business discussed 
97/19. Date and time of the next meeting 

The date and time of the next meeting is 10 October 2019 at 6pm in the Community Room, Moorland House, Moulton Place. 
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