
Civics for Adults Update, May 23, 2021 
 
Upcoming Workshops  
 
The Constitution: Fulfilling Democracy’s Promise? Democracy, the Constitution and 
Representation in Congress. 
We’ll look at the Constitution’s creation, trace major changes to its interpretation, and examine its 
structural limitations. “The workshop was very good.  Donna's presentation was flawless, and informative.” 

Thurs. May 27. 7-8:30. Sponsored by Silver Falls Library.  
Registration: https://www.silverfallslibrary.org/civics-for-adults-workshop.html   
 
Citizen Activism 101 — Making Change Happen 
Learn about types of advocacy and strategies for change. Brief historical perspective; Examples of 
successful advocacy—local-national; Choosing your battles; Who makes the rules? Getting heard; 
tools for change; “Tracking” state and federal legislation.  “Excellent. Thanks!” 

Thurs. June 3. 6:00-7:30. Sponsored by League of Women Voters-Umpqua Valley. Registration  
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUufuuupzIjHNV4ue2gBpZ1Eoq5VcUnA_vF  
 
Misinformation, Fake News and Political Propaganda 
Not scheduled right now. Talk with your local library or community organization! 
 
Elections and Campaign Finance 
Not scheduled right now. Talk with your local library or community organization! 
 
Facebook posts: 
Detailed description of the new elections law in Georgia. https://www.ajc.com/politics/how-georgias-
new-voting-law-works/GF6PLR44PNESPKR5FXCBE7VEOY/    
 
A grassroots-developed resource to help the victims of campus sexual assault and to change the 
rules around how such assaults are handled by schools... “Founded in 2013, Know Your IX is a 
survivor- and youth-led project of Advocates for Youth that aims to empower students to end sexual 
and dating violence in their schools. https://www.knowyourix.org/ “ 
 
In my Oregon Library Association workshop recently we talked briefly about how serving on voluntary 
boards, commissions and advisory groups can provide a voice in your community. Most 
communities have a variety of opportunities.  
I used the example of La Pine, Oregon, population 2,000, which has three such boards that "provide 
the City Council with recommendations for decision making". It's often the closest you can be to 
making laws short of being an elected official, as elected officials rely on such groups for advice!  
Check opportunities with your local governments [city, county, Metro, if applicable]. 
 
Here is an article on the Educating for American Democracy Roadmap. It's an effort to provide 
guidance on Civics and History education. Glad to see History being included with Civics. 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/america-needs-history-and-civics-education-to-promote-unity-
11614641530?mod=e2fb&fbclid=IwAR30Bvh5QZ3iuAMQDvUNTmN0kTSNac3zlJ7a5zAELNJtZy31u
VCb6r8PmBk 
 
This is a good explanation of Oregon’s tax system and how it is “upside-down”, benefitting those at 
the top most. https://www.ocpp.org/2021/04/07/flip-upside-down-tax-system-oregon/?blm_aid=28553 
 
45-minute primer on the filibuster from Brookings Institute. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLGOn43uxyY  
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Thought-provoking article on enlarging the House of Representatives. 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/11/opinion/supersize-
house/?fbclid=IwAR2Dw4or4XxaXlcyU2J5ACmxqoi-E7vnCqK7fV8YekC_1Bl-oVTF8mU4oG8   
 
Recently at the Oregon Library Association Conference I spent an hour telling 175 librarians that 
public libraries are the key to our democracy - that they need to be centers for lifelong civic education.  
Civic literacy among the population is depressingly poor [only half know that there are three branches 
to the federal government and only a third can pass a Citizenship test]. And many are disengaged 
from the political process.  
Libraries must provide the knowledge citizens need to participate and by imparting that knowledge 
people also will be more motivated to engage - too much of how to make one's civic/political voice 
heard is a mystery to many. It doesn't have to be that way. [The Citizen Activism 101 workshop June 
3 tells how!] 
 
More at https://www.facebook.com/Civics-for-Adults-1490728887922036  
 
Ask your local library or community group to sponsor a workshop! Thanks.  
Flyer describing workshops: https://static.s123-
cdn.com/uploads/2516289/normal_5fe8c854352d5.pdf  
Donna was interviewed on OPB’s Think Out Loud in October! 
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/30/civics-educator-aims-to-enhance-knowledge-and-
engagement-in-political-process/  
Donna 
 

https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/11/opinion/supersize-house/?fbclid=IwAR2Dw4or4XxaXlcyU2J5ACmxqoi-E7vnCqK7fV8YekC_1Bl-oVTF8mU4oG8
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/04/11/opinion/supersize-house/?fbclid=IwAR2Dw4or4XxaXlcyU2J5ACmxqoi-E7vnCqK7fV8YekC_1Bl-oVTF8mU4oG8
https://www.facebook.com/Civics-for-Adults-1490728887922036
https://static.s123-cdn.com/uploads/2516289/normal_5fe8c854352d5.pdf
https://static.s123-cdn.com/uploads/2516289/normal_5fe8c854352d5.pdf
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/30/civics-educator-aims-to-enhance-knowledge-and-engagement-in-political-process/
https://www.opb.org/article/2020/10/30/civics-educator-aims-to-enhance-knowledge-and-engagement-in-political-process/

