Misinformation, Fake News and Political Propaganda. 2021
Supplemental Resources to Fall, 2020

Information Literacy
Why do Americans share so much fake news? One big reason is they aren’t paying attention, new
research suggests. Ordway. 3/17/2021. https://journalistsresource.org/media/share-fake-news-social-media/

Educating for misunderstanding: how approaches to teaching digital literacy make students
susceptible to scammers, rogues, bad actors, and hate mongers. Wineburg et al. Stanford history
education group. October, 2020.

https://cor.stanford.edu/research/educating-for-misunderstanding/
https://purl.stanford.edu/mf412bt5333

Evaluating Information: The Cornerstone of Civic Online Reasoning. Stanford History Education Group.
2016.
https://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934

Resources — Media

How Americans Navigated the News in 2020: A Tumultuous Year in Review. 2/22/2021.
https://www.journalism.org/2021/02/22/how-americans-navigated-the-news-in-2020-a-tumultuous-year-in-
review/

U.S. Media Polarization and the 2020 Election: A Nation Divided. 1/24/20.
https://www.journalism.org/2020/01/24/u-s-media-polarization-and-the-2020-election-a-nation-divided/

U.S. Journalism Has Become Much More Subjective. Rand. 5/2019
https://www.rand.org/news/press/2019/05/14.html

Fact-checking
Debunking Handbook 2020. Lewandowsky et al. Center for Climate Change Communication. 2020
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/debunking-handbook-2020/

Deepfakes
BACKGROUNDER: DEEPFAKES IN 2021. Media Witnhess Lab.
https://lab.witness.org/backgrounder-deepfakes-in-2021/

Watch 'deepfake' Queen deliver alternative Christmas speech
https://www.cnn.com/videos/business/2020/12/25/queen-elizabeth-deepfake.cnn/video/playlists/stories-worth-

watching/

Can We Believe Our Ears? Experts Say To Heed Caution As Audio Deep Fake Technology Advances.
Young. 9/28/20. https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/09/28/deep-fake-video-audio

Propaganda

The “Firehose of Falsehood” Propaganda Model: Why It Might Work and Options to Counter It. Rand.
2016.

The Russian "Firehose of Falsehood" Propaganda Model: Why It Might Work and Options to Counter It |
RAND

Trapped in a Hoax: Survivors of Conspiracy Theories Speak Out. Pilkington. 1/24/2019.
https://www.thequardian.com/technoloqy/2019/jan/23/conspiracy-theories-internet-survivors-truth

Conspiracy Theory Handbook. Lewandowsky et al. Center for Climate Change Communication. 2020
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Conspiracy TheoryHandbook.pdf
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How to Spot COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories. Lewandowsky et al. Center for Climate Change
Communication. 2020.
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/how-to-spot-covid19-conspiracy-theories/
https://www.climatechangecommunication.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/How-to-Spot-COVID-19-
Conspiracy-Theories.pdf

Democracy and Civic Literacy
Annenberg Center — Constitution Day Civics Survey results
https://cdn.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Civics-survey-Sept-2017-

complete.pdf

Democracy Index. Highlights. Economist Intelligence Unit. 1/2020. [A yearly report on the state of democracy
worldwidel].
https://www.democracywithoutborders.org/12764/eiu-report-2019-a-year-of-democratic-setbacks-and-popular-

protest/

Global Democracy in Retreat. Economist Intelligence Unit. 1/21/20.
https://www.eiu.com/n/global-democracy-in-retreat/

Democracy Index 2020: In Sickness and in Heath? Economist Intelligence Unit. 2020.
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/

Many Value Democratic Principles, but Few Think Democracy Is Working Well These Days. AP/NORC
Survey. 2/2021.
https://apnorc.org/projects/many-value-democratic-principles-but-few-think-democracy-is-working-well-these-

days/

Americans’ Civics Knowledge Increases But Still Has a Long Way to Go. Annenberg Public Policy Center.
9/2019.
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-civics-knowledge-increases-2019-survey/

Americans Are Poorly Informed About Basic Constitutional Provisions. Annenberg Public Policy Center.
9/2017.
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-are-poorly-informed-about-basic-constitutional-

provisions/
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