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Metrics [Measurement] Resources: Democracy, Civic Literacy and Socio-Economic  
Civics for Adults 

 

Democracy 
Democracy Index 2020. Economist Intelligence Unit.  
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/  
How Democratic is Your Country. Short video by Economist Intelligence Unit, producers of the Democracy Index, 
explaining the Index. 2018 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0EhG1Bk7ZQ  
 
Freedom in the World 2021: Democracy Under Siege. Freedom House. [Article] 
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege  
Full Report. https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/FIW2021_World_02252021_FINAL-web-upload.pdf  
 
The Global State of Democracy 2019 [International Democracy and Electoral Assistance]. 
https://www.idea.int/our-work/what-we-do/global-state-democracy  
The Global State of Democracy Indices. IDEA  
https://www.idea.int/gsod-indices/faqs  
Global State of Democracy Indices 
https://www.idea.int/gsod-indices/about  
 
Three Ways to Frame and Measure Democracy. Center for High Impact Philanthrophy. We analyzed eight of the most 
widely-used indices for measuring democratic health 
https://www.impact.upenn.edu/democracy/three-ways-to-frame-and-measure-democracy/  
 

Socio-Economic 
Median Household Income. From Federal Reserve  
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/MEHOINUSA672N  
Media Personal Income. From Federal Reserve  
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/MEPAINUSA672N  
 
Raising the federal minimum wage to $15 by 2025 would lift the pay of 32 million workers. Cooper et al. 3/9/2021. 
https://www.epi.org/publication/raising-the-federal-minimum-wage-to-15-by-2025-would-lift-the-pay-of-32-million-
workers/#:~:text=Summary,to%20workers%20and%20the%20economy.  
 
Racial disparities in income and poverty remain largely unchanged amid strong income growth in 2019. Wilson. 
9/16/2020. https://www.epi.org/blog/racial-disparities-in-income-and-poverty-remain-largely-unchanged-amid-strong-
income-growth-in-2019/  
 

Socio-Economic: International Comparisons 
How’s Life? 2020: Measuring Well-Being. OECD Better Life Initiative. Report released every 2-3 years covering 11 
dimensions of well-being. Read online. Table of Contents very helpful at pinpointing data desired. 
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/how-s-life/volume-/issue-_9870c393-en#page1  
The How’s Life dataset. https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/how-s-life/volume-/issue-_9870c393-en#page4  
 
Society at a Glance: OECD Social Indicators. OECD [Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development –l the 
industrialized countries]. 2019. 136 pages. Chapter 1 of the 2019 issue spotlights data on the LGBTQ community. Chapter 
2, starting on page 57, provides social indicators generally for all countries. 
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/soc_glance-2019-
en.pdf?expires=1616519989&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=F0DFA52B8F586DA1A35F8973003877E7  
 

Alternative Measures of Socio-Economic Success 
GDP is Not a Measure of Human Well-Being. Kapoor and Debroy. Harvard Business Review. 10/4/2019. 
https://hbr.org/2019/10/gdp-is-not-a-measure-of-human-well-being  
 
GDP Alternatives: 7 Ways to Measure a Country’s Wealth. Andester. 6/2019. 
https://ethical.net/politics/gdp-alternatives-7-ways-to-measure-countries-wealth/  
 
Genuine Progress Indicator https://gnhusa.org/genuine-progress-indicator/  
UNDP Human Development Index http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi  
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Index of Social Health http://iisp.vassar.edu/ish.html  
Thriving Places Index https://www.thrivingplacesindex.org/  
 

Civic Literacy 
Americans Are Poorly Informed About Basic Constitutional Provisions. Annenberg Center. 9/2012. 
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-are-poorly-informed-about-basic-constitutional-provisions/ 
 
Americans Knowledge of the Branches of Government is Declining. Annenberg Center. 2016. 
https://www.annenbergpublicpolicycenter.org/americans-knowledge-of-the-branches-of-government-is-declining/  
 
ABA 2020 Survey of Civic Literacy. American Bar Association.  
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/public_education/2020-survey-civ-lit-full-report.pdf 
 
National Survey Finds Just 1 In 3 Americans Would Pass Citizenship Test. Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship 
Foundation. 10/3/2018. 
https://woodrow.org/news/national-survey-finds-just-1-in-3-americans-would-pass-citizenship-test/ 
 
NAEP Report Card: Civics. National Assessment of Educational Progress. 2018 
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/highlights/civics/2018/  
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