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DEMONSTRATING UNABATED LOVE FOR ZION! (Part 1) Study 19
TEXT: Psalm 78:65-72.  Psalm 87:1-6.
MEMORY VERSE: Zechariah 2:10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. 
 Love is the highest virtue that exists both in heaven and on earth. It is the finest and most endearing attribute that God possesses. God threw His weight behind love when He said: “…God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God and God in him"   1 John 4:16 (KJV).
  According to our text, God chose "Zion" above all other interests, as where to place His love, demonstrate it, and invite everyone in all generations of the world to partake and radiate same love. This is to transform and better the world, to become the Eden of God's delight!
This is the whole essence of the gospel.

I. ZION IN BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE.   2 SAMUEL 5:3-10.  
Zion was a mountain in Jerusalem, originally occupied by the Jebusites. It was part of the unconquered land of Canaan indwelt by a people referred to as "the blinds and the lames"! These men were abominable and resistive to David's occupation of the land, and would not give up easily.
When David was anointed as King over Israel, he had to move from Hebron locality to Jerusalem. He selected Zion as the rightful place to set up the throne of Israel, to rule and reign over God's inheritance!
He valiantly fought and flushed out the Jebusites to build what is called "the City of David".  Psalm 2:6; 50:2.
Remember, David was specially a beloved of God!  Acts 13:22 (KJV) says:
"And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will".
Thus, Zion the dwelling place of David, God's beloved, chosen and anointed King, became a place of special interest in God's heart. 1King 8:1.

II. WHY WAS ZION SO SPECIAL TO GOD? PSALM 87:1-7. HEBREW 12:22-24.
i. It was a place overshadowed by God's presence because David His anointed dwelt there. God's treasure was there, thus His heart was always there!

ii. David was a type of Christ. Zion therefore was a spiritual representation of the heavenly sanctuary on earth. Psalm 20:2.

iii. Zion was a place where God's will was done, and His purpose fulfilled.
David took away the heathens' abominations, to establish a throne of justice and righteousness to God. That fulfillment of God's original purpose for bringing Israel to Canaan was immortalised for a memorial to all and sundries. Psalm 65:1-4.

iv. Zion was a prophetic representation of Christ and His ministries to the world of sinners! It was a source of salvation and deliverance in the earth. Obadiah  17.
 Isaiah 46:13; 52;7.

v. Zion was a symbol of God's love, promises and faithfulness towards Abraham and Israel ‘seed. Isaiah 12:6; 46:13. Till date, the Israelites are referred to as Zionists.

vi. Zion was a spiritual representation of all the redeemed (The Church of Christ on earth. The ecclesia) . Matthew 24:4-9.

vii. Zion/Sion symbolised the final abode of victorious saints. The abode in heavenly glory forever! Hebrew 12:22; Revelation 14:1.
 In summary, Zion is now God's delight here on earth! His affection, interest, focus and resources are all directed towards Zion.

  The questions are:
i. Are you in the number of the ransomed, saved and redeemed of Zion? 
ii. Is your affection towards God deep enough, that God can testify of you as a man after His own heart that will fulfill all His will?
iii. If not, repent today and surrender your life to Christ. Forsake every sinful way and follow the Saviour. Act 2:38.
ii. If yes, then: hope, restoration, peace, joy, great and glorious future are awaiting you! Cheer up with great expectations as God will turn away your captivities!
Psalm 126:1-2. Amen.

 HYMN: JERUSALEM ON HIGH

1. Jerusalem on high
my song and city is,
my home whene'er I die,
the center of my bliss;


O happy place! 
When shall I be,
my God, with thee,
to see thy face?

1. There dwells my Lord, my King,
judged here unfit to live
there angels to him sing,
and lowly homage give


1. The patriarchs of old
there from their travels cease;
the prophets there behold
their longed-for Prince of Peace.

1. The Lamb's apostles there
I might with joy behold,
the harpers I might hear
harping on harps of gold

1. The bleeding martyrs, they
within those courts are found,
all clothed in pure array,
their scars with glory crowned.

1. Ah me Ah me! that I 
in Kedar's tents here stay;
no place like that on high;
Lord, thither guide my way.
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