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Jeff Morrow, ‘Creation as Temple-Building and Work as Liturgy in Genesis 1-3’, in: The 

Journal of the Orthodox Center for the Advancement of Biblical Studies (JOCABS); Vol.2, 
No.1 (2009). 
1 See Moshe Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and the Enthronement of the Lord—The Problem 
of the Sitz im Leben of Genesis 1:1-2:3,” in Mélanges bibliques et orientaux en l’honneur 
de M. Henrie Cazelles, ed. A. Caquot and M. Delcor, 501-512 (Kevelaer: Butzon & Bercker, 
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2 See, U. Cassuto, A Commentary on the Book of Genesis Part I: From Adam to Noah: 

Genesis I-VI8, trans. Israel Abrahams (Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1961 [1944]), 12-13; Carol 
L. Meyers, The Tabernacle Menorah: A Synthetic Study of a Symbol from the Biblical Cult, 
American Schools of Oriental Research Dissertation Series Number 2 (Missoula, Montana: 
Scholars Press, 1976), 107. 
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no. 1 (2006) : 64.  
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15 Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 35; Joseph Blenkinsopp, “Structure of P,” Catholic Biblical 
Quarterly 38 (1976) : 275-292; Menahem Haran, “The Priestly Image of the Tabernacle,” 
Hebrew Union College Annual 36 (1965) : 191-222; Peter J. Kearney, “Creation and 
Liturgy: The P Redaction of Ex 25-40,” Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 
89, no. 3 (1977) : 375-378 and 385-386; Joseph Blenkinsopp, Prophecy and Canon: A 

Contribution to the Study of Jewish Origins (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 
1977), 56-69; Cassuto, Commentary on Genesis Part I, 62; U. Cassuto, A Commentary on 
the Book of Exodus, trans. Israel Abrahams (Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1967 [1951]), 476-
477, 483; Jon D. Levenson, Sinai and Zion: An Entry into the Jewish Bible (Minneapolis: 
Winston Press, 1985), 142-143; Jon D. Levenson, “The Temple and the World,” Journal of 
Religion 64, no. 3 (1984) : 286-287; Crispin H.T. Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam: 

Liturgical Anthropology in the Dead Sea Scrolls, Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah 
Volume 42 (Leiden: Brill, 2002), 23, 63, 76; Meredith G. Kline, Images of the Spirit (Grand 
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٤٠� E���"�#א����� ���d�F� �����١EKF١٦E����L�e Weinfeld �(��^A� �/E��A
���E�'6�\H��#Aא6�Y{���א% �]'�L��� �i�,>�� �[� pH�T>א������ ������!����GT�A�،

�,Z>A��\H���Ldא�K� �

١�E_�١�W٣١��z»��,6��A��!א���=[E�، ה ר עָשָׂ֔ �.�� וְהִנֵּה F�Iא��C כָּל־אֲשֶׁ֣
]��K«xLdא% �٣٩؛ W٤٣�z»،�,#א�� G��� PJ�A� L¢�I ה 4���כָּל־הַמְּלָאכָ֗� KC� �F8א

@�#�w ּה   �LA[«xא�L£!,�� וְהִנֵּה֙ עָשׂ֣וּ אֹתָ֔
٢� E_�٢� W١�z»U�,!¤zI ּוַיְכֻלּ֛ו��!��¥E5א��Yוְכָל א�.,��א �C���%«xLd� ٣٩�W؛

٣٢�z»�!���,�I כֶל   ,6«x���d���.A,��אt%<,�� כָּל וַתֵּ֕
٣�E_�٢�W٢�z»א���¦LI�KKK�,6�ex6,���א���A� ֙ל אֱ�הִים ר  ... וַיְכַ֤ מְלַאכְתּ֖וֹ אֲשֶׁ֣

ה ה א�#,��]!,��٤٠�W٣٣�z»PJ�A؛�xLd»עָשָׂ֑ ה אֶת־הַמְּלָאכָֽ   x»מֹשֶׁ֖

                                                                                                     
=Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1980), 37-38, 41; G.K. Beale, The Temple and the 
Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theology of the Dwelling Place of God, New Studies in 
Biblical Theology 17 (Downers Grove, Illinois: Apollos, 2004), 60 n. 73, 61; Balentine, 
Torah’s Vision of Worship, 64, 67-68, 138-140; Michaela Bauks, “Genesis 1 als 
Programmschrift der Priesterschrift (Pg),” in Studies in the Book of Genesis, ed. Wénin, 342-
343; Levenson, Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 78, 83-86; Gary A. Anderson, The 

Genesis of Perfection: Adam and Eve in Jewish and Christian Imagination (Louisville, 
Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001), 200-202; Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and 
Enthronement,” 502-503 and 502 n. 5; Wenham, “Sanctuary Symbolism,” 23. This has been 
picked up by more popular authors as well, e.g., Scott Hahn, A Father Who Keeps His 
Promises: God’s Covenant Love in Scripture (Cincinnati: Charis, 1998), 52-53; and Michael 
Barber, Singing in the Reign: The Psalms and the Liturgy of God’s Kingdom, with an 
introduction by Scott Hahn (Steubenville, Ohio: Emmaus Road, 2001), 41. Joseph 
Ratzinger, The Spirit of the Liturgy, trans. John Saward (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 
2000), 26-27  
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16 Levenson, Sinai and Zion, 143; Balentine, Torah’s Vision of Worship, 67-68; Levenson, 
Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 85-86; Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and 
Enthronement,” 503; Kearney, “Creation and Liturgy,” 375.   
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17 Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and Enthronement,” 503   
18 Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam, 63.   
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19 Levenson, Sinai and Zion, 142-145; Silviu N. Bunta, “Yhwh’s Cultic Statue after 597/586 
B.C.E.: A Linguistic and Theological Reinterpretation of Ezekiel 28:12,” Catholic Biblical 

Quarterly 69 (2007) : 234 and 239; Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 61; Levenson, 
Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 78; Jon D. Levenson, “The Paronomasia of Solomon’s 
Seventh Petition,” Hebrew Annual Review 6 (1982) : 135-138; Levenson, “Temple and the 
World,” 286-289; Kearney, “Creation and Liturgy,” 378. This has been picked up by more 
popular authors as well, e.g., Hahn, Father Who Keeps His Promises, 44-45 and 51-53; 
Michael Barber, Coming Soon: Unlocking the Book of Revelation and Applying Its Lessons 

Today (Steubenville, Ohio: Emmaus Road, 2005), 16; and Idem, Singing in the Reign, 41.   
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F��١٦�W١٣�E���.א���A�GH�.א��L Qא����Gא�����F١�A٨�W٢KE� �
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� �A�א���� \H� �4h6� =L/� ��C�§

¬,��� -�!� �א���� `��H� ���א�����؛
��+!�-��!�=L���-�!��א�����،(������A�&NwKF٢٢Eא�#�"����% �

I!3
��א�,)��א:���7א�����J���
�א��� �

�1/���(��LIא���������א����\H��4h#א��@xC�U.����t��،����>א��L^J
�Pא���!�������G]­�`�א�LQ*�א8c/)5-����א��אxC96�'K��،G4א�א�>!�;�א�.�

�(א�,[ K���(�Ytt!�/����א�� ��� -�!� �A�KF٢٣E�� �(א�,[8-� �א���� `��H���-�!� �A

                                                 
20 Levenson, Sinai and Zion, 143.   
21 Ibid, 143-144. See also, Levenson, “Paranomasia of Solomon’s Seventh Petition,” 131-
135.   
22 Levenson, Sinai and Zion, 133-135, 140-145; Levenson, “Temple and the World,” 283-
284; Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam, 62, 64-65, 64-65 n. 35; Levenson, Creation and 

the Persistence of Evil, 87-99; Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and Enthronement,” 506 and 
508; Wenham, “Sanctuary Symbolism,” 19-20; Michael A. Fishbane, Text and Texture: 
Close Readings of Selected Biblical Texts (New York: Schocken Books, 1979), 12. 
23 Meyers, Tabernacle Menorah, 172; Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 51-58, 61-
66, 63 n. 78 and 128; Kearney, “Creation and Liturgy,” 384 and 384 n. 22; Levenson, 
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Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 80, 82; Levenson, “Temple and the World,” 287-288; 
Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and Enthronement,” 507.   
24 Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and Enthronement,” 501. See also Kearney, “Creation and 
Liturgy,” 384 and 384 n. 22.   
25 Richard E. Averbeck, “Sumer, the Bible, and Comparative Method: Historiography and 
Temple Building,” in Mesopotamia and the Bible: Comparative Explorations, ed. Mark W. 
Chavalas and K. Lawson Younger, Jr., 88-125 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 
2002), esp. 89, 95-96, 116, and 118-121; Idem, “Ritual Formula, Textual Frame, and 
Thematic Echo in the Cylinders of Gudea,” in Crossing Boundaries and Linking Horizons: 

Studies in Honor of Michael C. Astour on His 80th Birthday, ed. Gordon D. Young, Mark 
W. Chavalas, and Richard E. Averbeck, 37-93 (Bethesda, Maryland: CDL Press, 1997), esp. 
37, 51-54, 51 n. 46, 54 n. 50, 64-66, and 64 n. 71; and Idem, “A Preliminary Study of Ritual 
and Structure in the Cylinders of Gudea,” (Ph.D. Diss., Annenberg Research Institute, 
1987), esp. 44-121, 268-398, and 407-579.   
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26 Idem, “Sumer, the Bible, and Comparative Method,” 95.  
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5-11EKF٢٨E
  

٢�E`��H���,�:א�GA�O�
 Gudea Cylinder A i ؛�٢�W٩�،١٧_Fא�������א�

12-14EKF٢٩E
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Cylinder A i 19EKF٣٠E
  

٤�EnTא����w�^���!�G'>���א����`��H����#¤Sא����0א��F_�١�W٣�،٦�،٩�،١١�،١٤�

Gudea Cylinder A i 20-21EKF٣١E ؛�١٥�،٢٠�،٢٤�،٢٦

  

٥�E����£�³'��`�א�����٢
��١�W١_Fא�t<~א$�א��W؛٣ Gudea Cylinder A vi 11-

13EKF٣٢E
  

٦�E”�א����P�6��!}��H�pTא��“�F&Q� Averbeck �_��r8٢�W؛٣ Gudea 

Cylinder A xx 27-xxi 12EKF٣٣E
  

٧� E��'%��¬A� �#^�LA� ��T�A�P�6��א���� `��HzF���������HL���'´�-�6� (Ldz>A
]/���[��،G^�LA��]Z�[�-�#H��'�L��-�� w��'%�x؛��Gudea Cylinder A xxi 

19-23EKF٣٤E
  

٨� E”��� ��� �����Sא� R�w�5א“�F_�١� W٤،١٠،١٢�  Gudea؛١٨،٢٥،٣١،

Cylinder A xxv 24-xxix 12EKF٣٥E
  

٩�E��א����O�,>!א�-h68F_�١�W٣١�،٢�W؛١�Gudea Cylinder B ii 14-iii 

1EKF٣٦E
  

١٠�E�GH�.א���$�א�����א����b�L��F_�٢�W١�
 Gudea Cylinder B xvii؛٣

18-19EKF٣٧E
  

                                                 
28 William W. Hallo and K. Lawson Younger, Jr., ed., Context of Scripture Volume II: 

Monumental Inscriptions from the Biblical World (Leiden: Brill, 2001), 419 n. 4. 
29 Ibid, 419 n. 6.   
30 Ibid, 419 n. 8.   
31 Ibid, 419-420 n. 9, 426 n. 43, 426 n. 44.   
32 Ibid, 421 n. 16, 426 n. 42, 427 n. 50.   
33 Ibid, 428 n. 55.   
34 Ibid, 428 n. 56.   
35 Ibid, 429 n. 59.   
36 Ibid, 432 n. 74.   
37 Ibid.   
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١١�E�_�¤S�H��א����`��H�±�'�EאzF]/���[����!��A�Y�v�T
A�`�m���$)��L.^���،�
�~����$)µH�E�w�_�A��'�L��،_�F�P�6�(�h6�،_�,!٢٨x؛Gudea Cylinder 

B xxiii 18-xxiv 8EKF٣٨E
  

١٢�Eא��E��>dtא���9�0,�_�א�{���>�zF�(Ldz>Sא�&J�^>א����$)�����¯��4h6���
_�¤S�H�$)���HLא�����x؛Gudea Cylinder A xxiii 25-29 EKF٣٩E
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� pא��:�HF��·אY�EF٤١E� Kḑ� GA� ��C� Y��H�T>א�� �� �א���- ���F������١E�

w�d� ،�vmא�.'��²��96א� �F�,א��KF٤٢E�U¢�t� �,! Loren Fisher �-[�،
H�{w����K��
�Y�v�Tא�.'#�،�א�#����RLא�LQ*�א�P/)5א��o��א���� `��

¨#���/[�-zH�¹C��/� -[�9N'���t� ���� L^J��� ��'��6�א�<������Jא����� W”�;º
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�Y�v�Tא�.'#�،o�-א����;��L�� �6� K��-[�;º
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§w���� �א�<���� L^J� �� �! ���א����� {¨�H� �,!� U���H� � /8� ��C���؛

K���א�� P/)5א� *LQא�KF٤٤E����0א� LAא�5א� 9C� �”��E�,#A� Y� �%���“ 
architectural directives Y�,�!�;.� Meredith KlineKF٤٥E

  

  

                                                 
38 Ibid, 433 n. 79. 
39 Ibid, 429 n. 57. ; Averbeck, “Sumer, the Bible, and Comparative Method,” 119-121.    
40 Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 66; Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and 
Enthronement,” 501-502. 

.J�� Weinfeld @��2-�
2 @�27$
2 @�1��
 >")
 �� ,52��
 
�� �� #�C�= )502 and 502 n. 4. (    
41 Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 128; Callender, Adam in Myth, 50, 54, 59; and 
Levenson, “Temple and the World,” 297.   
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John D. Currid, Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament, with a foreword by Kenneth A. 
Kitchen (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1997), 43 and 64.   
43 Loren R. Fisher, “Temple Quarter,” Journal of Semitic Studies 8 (Spring 1963): 40-41.   
44 Kline, Images of the Spirit, 20-21, 35; Meredith G. Kline, Kingdom Prologue (S. 
Hamilton, Massachusetts: Meredith G. Kline, 1993), 17-19, 21; Levenson, Creation and the 

Persistence of Evil, 84; and Weinfeld, “Sabbath, Temple and Enthronement,” 501.   
45 Kline, Kingdom Prologue, 19.   
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�،�¥E5א3،��א�4��3א45،�
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46 Scott W. Hahn, “Worship in the Word: Toward a Liturgical Hermeneutic,” Letter & Spirit 

1 (2005) : 106. 
47 Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 74-75.   
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48 Ibid, 66, 72 n. 101; and Wenham, “Sanctuary Symbolism,” 20.   
49 Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 64; Bunta, “Yhwh’s Cultic Statue,” 224; Fletcher-Louis, 
“Worship of Divine Humanity,” 126; Martha Himmelfarb, “The Temple and the Garden of 
Eden in Ezekiel, the Book of Watchers, and the Wisdom of ben Sira,” in Sacred Places and 
Profane Spaces: Essays in the Geographics of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, 
Contributions to the Study of Religion, Number 30, ed. Jamie Scott and Paul Simpson-
Housley, 63-78 (New York: Greenwood Press, 1991), 65-66; Levenson, Sinai and Zion, 
128-129; Meyers, Tabernacle Menorah, 150; Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam, 18-19; 
Warren Austin Gage, The Gospel of Genesis: Studies in Protology and Eschatology 

(Winona Lake, Indiana: Carpenter Books, 1984 [1982]), 50 n. 3; Callender, Adam in Myth, 
89, 100-103, 132, 210; Jon D. Levenson, Theology of the Program of Restoration of Ezekiel 

40-48, Harvard Semitic Monograph 10 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Scholars Press for the 
Harvard Semitics Museum, 1976), 21-36; Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 75-76, 
76 n. 110; Bernard Gosse, “Les traditions sur Abraham et sur le jardin d’Éden en rapport 
avec Is 51, 2-3 et avec le livre d’Ézéchiel,” in Studies in the Book of Genesis, ed. Wénin, 
424-426; and Levenson, Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 74, 93.   
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76.(  
51 Lawrence E. Stager, “Jerusalem and the Garden of Eden,” in Eretz-Israel: Archaeological, 
Historical and Geographical Studies: Volume Twenty Six: Frank Moore Cross Volume, ed. 
Baruch A. Levine, Philip J. King, Joseph Naveh, and Ephraim Stern, 183-194 (Jerusalem: 
Israel Exploration Society with Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion, 1999), 
189; John M. Monson, “The Temple of Solomon: Heart of Jerusalem,” in Zion, City of Our 

God, ed. Richard S. Hess and Gordon J. Wenham, 1-22 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 
Eerdmans, 1999), 7; Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam, 19, 64-65, 67; Gage, Gospel of 
Genesis, 49-61, 57; Kline, Images of the Spirit, 41; Callender, Adam in Myth, 51-54; Beale, 
Temple and the Church’s Mission, 71-72, 78 n. 119; Gosse, “Les traditions sur Abraham,” 
424-426; Levenson, Creation and the Persistence of Evil, 90-99, esp. 98-99; Anderson,= 
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=Genesis of Perfection, 46-48, 50, 56-57, 61, 79-80, 122-124, and 213-214; and Wenham, 
“Sanctuary Symbolism,” 19.  
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(Fletcher-Louis, All the Glory of Adam, 19)   
52 Stephen Hultgren, From the Damascus Covenant to the Covenant of the Community: 

Literary, Historical, and Theological Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls, Studies on the Texts 
of the Desert of Judah Volume 66 (Leiden: Brill, 2007), 492 n. 67; Beale, Temple and the 

Church’s Mission, 26, 79-80; Callender, Adam in Myth, 41, 50; Kline, Kingdom Prologue, 
32; and Michael Owen Wise, “4QFlorilegium and the Temple of Adam,” Revue de Qumran 
15 (1991) : 103-132, esp. 126-132.  
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53 Stager, “Jerusalem and the Garden of Eden,” 191.   
54 Wenham, Genesis 1-15, 86. See also Wenham, “Sanctuary Symbolism,” 19.   
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55 Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 66-67, 81; and Wenham, “Sanctuary 
Symbolism,” 21. This has been picked up in more popular literature, e.g., Scott Hahn, First 

Comes Love: Finding Your Family in the Church and the Trinity (New York: Doubleday, 
2002), 56 and 65; and Idem, Father Who Keeps His Promises, 58-59. 

A?��� Beale �
f���
 >")
 	2
�� #�F�� .���  �"w �
��
2���  6��� 2� ��=2 #���
C *V�� 0�7� 2+� *#�Q
” #�����

��2��� #��
�$
[ :�  )Tg. Neofiti ( �2+F��
 
�� "�S���2�+��
  
+�2�� *�"$/;�252� �
� ��
 ��  #���
’ "�
���

�� B
�
12 �F%�2 H2�
��
 ‘);���Q
  #m�� #�F�� #���J�... ""��
 �F-]� :b�l  Ol :[ �[n  O�l : �n ...[ #�$

�c ;5�= �2"� #��
�$
 #�����
 B�+�
  ��=�� "3�-� �
�
2�%�
 #��-��  �"w’)
 H"Q #m�H
"Q‘.  “)�nb(>���2 * 

Beale ;5�=
 *”�� ��2�� .�� �
C
�2�� >2-���
 �2����
 *,Q
2�
[ :b  	2��/;�IR� �"w A�3 K
 �
  H"Q ,Q2� >
���
H
"Q)
‘... Pirke  de Rabbi Eliezer 11 & 12  وMidrash Rabbah  ��2�� .���d :l ] �21� ���2
9�3= ... [ A�:3 �"w �= �2"�S� �+���� � *�3E���
 	��+�
 ,Q2@��
2 ;5�= 2�
  2= �"�2"�� ;���Q
 ���“) ...67 n. 

90 (Xًo\اأ ،Midrash Rabbah ��2�� .���n :   �"w �2" �-F��� V�[ :�   �
��2�� �
�"���
 �� "%
2�
’GI
���
 ‘��
R2��
 H2�
��
 �� "�� 
��� #�2�J��
� )67 n. 91 ( RqrXs RtXS[uو�
"3�-
 s
� "��
  *�
%�J1��
 B�+�

���
 ;5�=
 : Wenham, “Sanctuary Symbolism,” 21.    
56 Beale, Temple and the Church’s Mission, 68, 70, 78 n. 118, 81-121; Anderson, Genesis of 

Perfection, 122-124; Kline, Kingdom Prologue, 42-43, 54; Robin Scroggs, The Last Adam: 
A Study in Pauline Anthropology (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1966), 43-44; and Wenham, 
“Sanctuary Symbolism,” 21.   
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