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3 Peter L. Gilbert, “On early Greek Christian poetry” in: Person and Nature in the 
Theological Poems of St. Gregory of Nazianzus (1994), pp. 122-142. 
4 Pliny, Epistle X.96 
5 Quasten J. , Patrology, vol. 1 (Westminster, 1986), pp. 160-168. 
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7 Kevin James Kalish, Greek Christian poetry in classical forms: The "Codex of Visions" 

from the Bodmer Papyri and the melding of literary traditions, (Ph.D. diss., Princeton 
University), 2009. 
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8 R. Kasser, ‘Bodmer Papyri’, The Coptic Encyclopedia 8 (1991) pp. 48-53. 
9 Enrico Livrea , ‘Un poema inedito di Dorotheos: Ad Abramo’ Zeitschrift fur Papyrologie 

und Epigraphik 100 (1994) 175-187. 
10 A. Hurst & J. Rudhardt, Papyrus Bodmer XXX-XXXVII: “Codex des Visions.” Poemes 

divers, München 1999. 
11 Ton Hilhorst, ‘The Bodmer poem on the sacrifice of Abraham’ in: Edward Noort, Eibert J. 
C. Tigchelaar, The sacrifice of Isaac: the Aqedah (Genesis 22) and its interpretations, Brill 
2002, pp. 96- 97. 
12 A. Hurst, O. Reverdin & J. Rudhardt, Papyrus Bodmer XXIX: Vision de Dorotheus, 
Cologny-Geneve 1984; A. H. M. Kessels & R W. van der Horst, ‘The Vision of Dorotheus 
(Pap. Bodmer 29). Edited with Introduction, Translation and Notes,’ Vigiliae Christianae 41 
(1987) 313-359. 
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13 Livrea, Op. cit.p.176-177; Hurst &Rudhardt, Op. cit. p. 9-10. 
14 Pieter W. van der Horst, ‘A New Early Christian Poem on the Sacrifice of Isaac (Pap. 
Bodmer 30),’ in  A. Hurst & J. Rudhardt (eds.), Le Codex des Visions (Recherches et 
rencontres 18), Geneve: Librairie Droz, 2002, 155-172; Hurst &Rudhardt, Op. cit. p. 5-24 
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ΠρΠρΠρΠρὸὸὸὸς  ς  ς  ς  ἈἈἈἈβραάμβραάμβραάμβραάμ 

ὑπέ̣[ρθ]ετα/ 
Ὃς κόσμον συνέζευξε καὶ 
οὐρανὸν ̣ [ἠδὲ 
θά]λασσαν/αἰθέρος 
ἐκπροΐαλλε τῶ̃ι Ἀβραὰμ 
ἄγγ[ελον] ὠκὺν̣/̣ ῤέξαι ἐὸν 
φίλον υἷα τεληέσσην 
ἐκατόμβην./  

5| Κατὰ στοιχεῖον/ 
ααααὐτίκα δ᾿ὡς ξυνέηκεν 
ἐχήρατο πρόφρονι θυ[̣μῶι/ 
ββββη̃ δ’ ί̓μεν εἰ πεπίθοιεν 
ἀγακλειτὴν παράκοι[τιν·/ 
,,γγγγύναι ἐμή, ποθέει θεὸς 
ἄμβροτος  φρα κομ[ίσσω/ 
δδδδῖον   ̓Ϊσακ, μέγα δῶρον 
ἔ̣η̣[ν] ἐ̣π̣ὶ̣ γήραο[ς ο]ὐ̣δ[̣ῶι/ 
10| ἐἐἐἐκγενέτης· ελέσειεν τ[̣ῶι 
γε θεου̃ τὸ θέλ]η̣μ[̣α·/ ζζζζεύξω 
ἐμὸν ποτὶ βωμ[ὸ]ν̣ ὀ̣ρ[̣εγνὺς 
υἰὸν] ἄ̣θ̣ι[κτον’’./ ἠἠἠἠύξατο δ’ 
ὡς πεπύθε[σ]κε γυν[ὴ ] 
π̣επνυμέ̣[να βάζει]ν.̣/ 
,,θθθθάρασει, ἐμὸν φίλε τέκν̣ο̣ν, 
ἐπ[εὶ] μάκαρ  π[λεο σὺ 
ζ]ω̃ν/ ̓ΪΪΪΪσα[̣κ] ἐμῶν μελέων 
τ[̣έκος ].κι.[/ 15| [κκκκ... / [λλλλ... / 

                                                 
�
  	O  :P-,� Z��!,��� .  
��  &������,� E�����R "<�=G C� �8� Y ���-�� ��:,� �IR &���Q.  
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 J
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μμμμείλιχα] καγχαλόων 
προσεφώνεε φαίδιμος 
υἱός·/ ,,ννννυμ[φί]δι̣ον 
θαλερὸν θάλαμον τεύξασθε 
τοκη̃ες,/ ξξξξαν[θ]ήν μοι 
πλοκάμοισι κόμην 
πλέξασθε πολι̃ται,/ 20| 
ὄὄὄὄφ[ρ’ ἱερ]ὴ̣ν τελέσαιμι 
χάριν μεγαλήτορι θυμῶι’’./ 
π̣ππ̣̣π[̣υρ̃ αὐ]τὰ̣ρ περὶ βωμὸν 
ἐτείχισαν ἴστορες ἀμφίς,/ 
ῥ̣ῥῥ̣̣ῥ[̣οίβδη]σεν δὲ θάλασσα 
περὶ φλόγα, τὴν ῥὰ 
Μοϋσὴς/ σ̣σσ̣̣σ[̣χίσε]ι·  Ἀβραὰμ 
υἷα ποτιξυναείρετο κυμ̃α./ 
τ̣ττ̣̣τ[̣ὸν δ’ ἔ]φερεν θυόεντα 
πατήρ, χαίροντα δἐ βωμῶι/ 
25| ὑὑὑὑψόθε]ν Ἡφαίστοιο 
δειδίσκετο, θύνατο δὀξὺ/ 
φφφφάσγανο]ν αὐχένεος 
ποτιφεινέμεν· ἀλλὰ θεοῖο/ 
χχχχεὶρ μὴν ἀμ]φετάνυστο· 
φάνεσκε γὰρ ἐγγύθι 
μη̃λον·/ ψψψψη̃λεν δ’ Ἀβρ]αὰμ, 
υἷα σώων, ἀνὰ δένδρεα 
καρπὸν/ ὤὤὤὤστε 
προσθ]έ̣μενος τό ῥ’ ἐλέξατο 
δαῖτα πονεῖσθαι./  

30| τὰ λοιπ]ἀ πρόσθετα/  
α̣ὐ̣τ[̣ίκα σύ,] μ̣εγάθυμε, 
λάχοις γέρας  λλο κατ’ 

                                                 
��  ;���W>� : ��	�<�?Y.  
��  ���� : �!�"�.� %E�����R� %��  ��� :3�.  
��  >����W :E��!��H�R )�Y ���,� U,]�����,� ".(  
��  	 �’(-�& ‘/�,� � Y ��5� -�,� ���� %.  
�
   �
��	��
� � :^, &W:!�: C6�B��..  
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z#�	G�� ،y.-��א� i�#-8+�%{א�א�*̀�J�©
Q��אF٢٦EK� �

αὐτὸ/ χίλια[ τέκνα σ]ε 
τοῖον ἐπαυγάσαι 
ἀνθεμόεντα/ δωρο[δότη]ν̣ 
π̣ανάριστον ἐπεμβεβαῶτ’ 
ἐπὶ πύργωι./ 

� �

E5>��
F�C)א�����F٢٧E� �

zJ�-8���EA� �א��28-� «%�� g��28�� �K���� �F� ¹J٢٢� E|
�א� -�*8J� §�¨{	��
���� �+	J� G��� ،GD�D���!+�)��א�א� �א���א.� y#� �#�	+J� �(��� �א'< �)%0א ��،l�*?

�<�MאS*�א��C$��א�gא-x+?���D-א����.�	
��TK��א� �

�)�(���5�Y?b�0�¥���#��A�q�5�h�28-|��א��-א.�،�J�@�-e§�א��28-��.7��(��
?�#9���#�E� ���aא� Ke� <�M� -��Dz.� q� �8�*aא� &A� H
F��?٢� E�9?�#�

F��?٢٢�EB����(�K|E�،�Im#�،¥IÁ�-8*����G�� �5.���א�T.�K�:.F٢٨E��}%�א
*̀0+�.�q�	#�?�q�� +(��0��D�(5�q�_	(������28(��.5��9א*E�V0 #Vא���(A��K� �

�  !R،�D5�8¯�¤D� �א')�'�א��28-��� ��� !*��wH�Y+�א�l�&�F٢٩E��{C�
zD�
��G8**E9�|E�-��8D��Wא�_� �

� �

� �
                                                 

��  2,� �Z�( &2K	;�W�!� DZ��5
 D��Q.� ���: ^, &)_��� :�3(� %	� Z�( ��
 &!��
,� @��� �� �R `�:,� >�?�� 
E���8, CY��,� N��
.  

27 Ton Hilhorst, ‘The Bodmer poem on the sacrifice of Abraham’ in: Edward Noort, Eibert J. 
C. Tigchelaar, The sacrifice of Isaac: the Aqedah (Genesis 22) and its interpretations, Brill 
2002, pp. 102- 107.; Pieter W. van der Horst, ‘A New Early Christian Poem on the Sacrifice 
of Isaac (Pap. Bodmer 30),’ in  A. Hurst & J. Rudhardt (eds.), Le Codex des Visions 
(Recherches et rencontres 18), Geneve: Librairie Droz, 2002, 155-172. 
28 De deitate filii et spiritus sancti et in abraham (PG 46, 567). 
29 Cf. D. Lerch, Isaaks Opferung christlich gedeutet, Tubingen 1950; S.P. Brock, 'Genesis 
22 in Syriac Tradition,' Mélanges Dominique Barthélemy, Fribourg-Gottingen 1981, 2-30; 
R. M. Jensen, 'The Offering of Isaac in Jewish and Christian Tradition,' Biblical 
Interpretation 2 (1994) 85-110; & M.F.G. Parmentier, Isadk gebonden – Jezus gekruisigd: 

Oudchristelijke teksten over Genesis 22, Kampen 1996.; E. Kessler, Bound by the Bible. 

Jews, Christians and the Sacrifice of Isaac, Cambridge 2004. 
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�D�� ]83� :��� !��� "#À� q�_.�� q��7�º��3� K�-�+�.� �� ��Y�א� ��%א y����(�
����*?��E�
#�"#�q������#�£�:!	��9א*E�،©�?A�«������©�?Ã3�،�
”l��א�)	�-��K��Y*+Z��A�{�7�Y3،���Y*¢�q)�א���K©�?A�L(o�- E�V“א�)"�א�

�}��0|
א��Y J%��א�+_������{�Emartyrological��p�q+E��6"�א�+�H�Yא�
،�F٢�،٤�U�(�!#E���5א����0.�א�q��*D�،���|��2،��._��א�%{��p��א«�����

�H�YJ�°� ��ÄG����+�.�¢K� �

��w�.�>�mא�����?�9*E�K��­� .�.AF�hI�D��٨#"�.�א�W٥٦�E��C��[�n��Vא���(A
����q (א�L(%(�»א��،��D'��0(���3�Y.�C	.�q��9*E�q*	�o�#�¥א�. �{�א«�

-�	��F٣٠Eא�-�wא� Kא�������V��Vא���(A�>�m#�9*E�C� #­.�".%�א���Cא�%."�
m£� Lא���� [��.� g�À�� ���M� C��.�ppz#� X*{�7��8�9*E� ،©�?A� ���(o� �� �

�-�+�.� �� �א�%." �#	�ED!:�א����0 C�G��2 �א����M� "#� ��1א�!+�)���
Lא����[��.�i�#�K� �

�#��� �r5��� �F٣١E�� wH3��C�7
��5���#��h� 9*E� ]83� "!.� µ� Vא���(A
�Lא���JªאG�"#��5o� !���q+.q�F
��5E��"#À�-83�،q�YD�©�?A��#��h�9*E

B5�#b(�� "!J�µ�� ،-	(�Xk-M� -h}���D� "#À� q��C��V�8.� C�� y��+�.�»א
9Jא��� Kz.�¬*	� G��?��א� ���?� k�� �א�8-.: ©� ����2Y�א� q+��?5��

��F٣٢Eא����?� 9*EF�.٨� W٥٦E�q��8(� W”KKK�D'�p*̀0J� ��!%א qzl�� ���
�(ªא
F°�.���א��l؛���1�E��(�،Fg�.E��y*̀�J�oAאA،��q#�.��Fà)�א���V�E�wHא�

� ،g�#'א� &A5À7�º��3�� «“Gא����� �א/-< ���?� ��� ،�L��>�M� א����0{

                                                 
30 Against the Heresies IV,5,4—5. 
31 Homily 8 on Genesis. 

��  �"5 , &�W=H,� �<�!�,��,�!�,� E��!��2	 E )��.� Z@(,�( %&�(�� :" .&-(��� %E,�: ���@G N�R� :" .
 D�R�5,�: &�<�:a� ��!��" , �!
I�2�.� @
��,� %"�8#,� ":Y �W=�)����*( ^= %0� %03 .  
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�&A�§�o�Db(�¹�o�"#�-	(�pD����©�?A�L(%��»�¥�8א.A�§�?�w�.�q�pq�W

”Ì)���+.�.������Â3א�i�DIEfא�  ���3�©�?A� L(o� "#� �א����0 %x�"E� �
z#¬*x� � 2FLא���� [��.E“���� ��@
�� �F�#٣٩� W٦��� �	�?EW�»����(o

���zJ�µ��#-8J�F»א��.E����"!���،�-���G��ibא«�Ì)���� �.�Cא������@�
�«%�Ffאi�DIEE�Vא���(A�"(א�&A�H
J�K�©�?A�i�#�"!.�V*3�¹�o�y#�

7��º0z§��.����*	��|א �z#� Lא���� i�#� �(� ،V¬*x�Lא���� � #�h�� -83� ،� 2
�א�+ 0;��	 �C�����oA)���א����i¢�� ��#"�א�i#"�א�������א�&A�-��Mא

� ��Y�א�������Y+Mא�� q+����K�º��+�.��[���#� �� ���?� k�� �א�8-.: �
��Y��¹א�o� -	(K�� �  !R�~*Å� C� ¤� &A�C�� WD'� ،7�º��3� Vא���(A�p�©�?� q

��@�w��3�¹�oK� �

٢�H��5��N5)� �O�5P�K�Lא	�  

� �� *�� XY*א�� "#� ��¤D��-�28�א،�B5��� �����،��g����3AFG��5א��
©�?A،����2h���(%�א�V.-8J��،��¤ ��3�(�+!�א�G��#�£������5���}���

��­J.q��.א���%א�#��7J?�����5א�����|p7	z#�q��Yא��V���!"��."�א������	�،U
�א�!~ Â	(��?� l��+�m.-M� �/�#�3���yא���א��*�א ��MI#� -� 3� ،�5���

R-8�א��5��2א��Fy?�+�א�C�8�א�"#�}�Iא��E،�
�E-א��#"�#�.�،��C���
א5ªא
�������g�K�F٣٣E?���5)%0א�א'#��oA�����¢��-hא�@�A�C)�א��3�X��8D�Vא

�_.�� ،°� �� yhא��א�©��k�� ،���.-�*8J���?�5א�M� X**���א	3�Vא���(A� U(� �
�5�?�� K� � J-�2h� :!	(�v�א�zJ���� ��m.-M��-Mא�� ¥�n� "#�

monologue��DÃ3� -e� � � �D�.���א� ��Gא�+8*�- ¥�	z.� �#� p(”�5�	6'א
“א��א5.��

F٣٤E��5א�M�����#� �א �dialogue����.� �5�?�� Vא���(A� U(�L

���Eא'#��b+א���#�#�©�?A�«�����F٣٥EW� �

                                                 
33 J.-M.Voste et C. van den Eynde, Commentaire de Isho'dad de Merv sur I'Ancien 
Testament. I. Genese, in: CSCO Vol. 126 = SS Tome 67, Louvain 1950,173; CSCO Vol. 
156 = SS Tome 75, Louvain 1955, 187. 
34 S. Brock, "Two Syriac verse homilies on the binding of Isaac", Le Museon 99 (1986) 
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s<.-M� G*E� �R-8�א� �א�5��2 �� 5�m	�א� �א� ��5 "#����J� �5���0q�&A�
©�?AF٣٦E� � �� ���?�-8*3�،��8?�����¢�*�Y#א���D�8.� �F:#�aא� C�8�א�

}�Iא��EF٣٧E�m.-M�،�q�3�>�8J�G��א«�?�¥���A�D²��J��0�9��C��y R@%0א�
���א�̀* �א�%)��� «%�z�?�� �H¢'א�i����G�A� �W���”�.�#��HK� ���(o�“�،

h̀�+J� G03� ���M�%א ©�?A� [��5� y�� K�Vא���(A� �0	n�8.� <.-��א ��%א -	(
��	+#zJ�I)�� �I��T�0.�5��� K�_.��،���V�Dא�����D�#�5���
.F�����א�C�8�אE�

¥�aא�� 
�א���� U(� y8J� v�א� �*kא���� �E�
�א� Â	(F٣٨E� K|E� �����
���D�.�?F٣٩E�_.�� ،�;<�� ،�� �E�n� G*E� ©�?A� �5�?���@�(� G��� q�(W�

”� y#�§�%J� �#- E���@��	3א�� yא�� ،¹�(�A�� ،¹�� q��8.� �#C���C�@
��*	3�،q�*E�GT� .��،��-#�،¹8k�.�C�&A�¹.-.�'אA��،��(5C��GT� .�C�@

� ،q�*E���*	3� ،��-#� ،¹¨%.� C�¹8 E��!̀?� g�#q �،��-#��¹+�h5

                                                                                                     
= 61-129. 
35 Ed. S. Brock, Sughyotho mgabyotho (= Select Dialogue Poems), Glane 1982, 7-12. 
36 Brock, "Two Syriac verse homilies", p. 69. 
37 On the Patriarch Abraham, ed. L.van Rompay in: C. Datema (ed.), Amphilochii Iconiensis 
Opera, CCSG 3, Turnhout 1978, 280-281. 
38 Kontakion on Abraham and Isaac III 14 (in SC 99, cf. esp. 152/153 and 154/155). 
39 Brock, "Two Syriac verse homilies" p. 122-125. 
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�D'7
±�C�@�q������9א�=���?b+.�C�@�����#�5%�1�2Á"�א� �5،�
s�E��
(� ��=� �03� �א���l#|�א�+8-#�، >�m“

F٤٢E� K�#��:.-8�א� - E� �
א�����V?�”©�?A“��5א�9�Gh�8+6{�א�	 ��F٤٣E���­�3 :�א��! -5{@*

�H��.²�Yzא@ <�M� ،p(� �#	 7“א�_�¹”�� ](H3� ،9����3� -�*8+(� V?א�
�D�� "#� VK���(�� �א�%)���، 
�0+Dא� -	(� ©�?A7�� q7�7-���¤D���¹�o���?�

� �א�28� -	(� ���3� �@	FB��zא�+!�." �א�%)��� }�E�̀A� ،���C��©�?A� -0
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 .U	J��א�

�|	+�q7��א�-.A�<.-M��7.�،q?�©�א���²�©�?A����C�|�YD����(o��(�m¯�G��q
VxY�א���z	�א�K>�-�	(�#��yא�%{�.	+��א��E����zE����i"�א�Hא½�א����GD�Dא

�א�	��µא��; q�A�G*Yᾍδης� K�CÃ3��.�����،Âh� +.�H��א�+	 ��%א ��Y*¢�،�

                                                 
40 On the divinity of the Son and the Spirit and on Abraham, GNO X,2, Leiden 1996, p. 135. 
41 1 Clement 31.3. 
42 Fragment 9. (Melito of Sardis, On Pascha and Fragments. by Stuart George Hall. OECT. 
Oxford, 1979) 
43 Paidagogos 1,5,22: 2,3. 
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�.���	�|���� �� ��.�#5� �����(o� qR-8J� K%0א�(� ،H�Y+�א� �W%א -e� ��

z.� �#� ،�!
�א�R-8�p|�8)א� �א�5��2 �� q*� K� -e� ¹�o� y#��C��.���	א���
D�����?���X
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�C'��-E�� Vא���(A،�fא� V+a� C�+aא� >�D� ،q (א� L(%��'�� ،C�R�C
�א������ C�	�+.� �א�%." ،C�A� ،Vא���(A� C�Rא�����������)�א���f�،Vא

��8+.�� C�*”א� q*m#7+xzD� oA� ،GM��א�� V+a�-8�א� �����(� "،��>I¢
�K“�F٤٦E��،���K���:���א/�-�)����א�8*§א�	���.� �

�"#�VK���(�|o�g-E��C�+aא��@���M̀��אA�،� J-�2h�����C��¤ �8-��אz.�g
�E�D#"�א���.���+�2.�.���א�~א���7}���8prefiguration��.���	�*�א����������

©�?A� ���(o� �� K� <�MA�Cא�� ����F'א�ÉE��Qo����H06��.���	�*���� �

                                                 
44 GNO X,2 134,15-19. 

 ����	>�?� : &�Y %O@��@�,� E����B��M E�"5,��
 :�� )PG 35.929B(  
45 Stromateis V, 11,73. 
46 Catechesis V,5-6. 
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