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Hovembar L, 1%940.

Dear Tonm:

Your last letter was the bhest one I have had from you snd I have enjoyed it
very much. It shows thet vou have been thinking sbout your fulure =sad gives me
s much better insight into your thoushts, future plans sxd emditions which I wisk
to fully respect and, if possible, assist you in atisining them, I surely do not
wish to interfere with any of your well thousht out plans or decisions but 1 do
wisgh to be sure that vour plans sre wsll thought out and your coaclusions based
on a firm foundsticn, both lozic snd fact., ¥e sbould guard ssgainst any saap
judgment in & situatiom of this kind,

Lots of younz folks have ecome to the seme conclusion 2s you that they cannot
count on what one plans to = great extent. I wonder if they reslily have planned
or have just Deen doins some wishful thinking, Possibly they heve reached that
conclusion on one failure or, in other words, on too narrow & time basis. It is
not eesy to ley out successful plans; this is one lesscm you lssrm in englaesring,
Plens often start as wishful thinking but an enginser is reguired to erystallize
bkis thoughts onocugh to put them down on paper where details of design, strength,
cost, part lists made, an estimaste of the time required for coustruction and when
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these esrefully thouzht out plans sre put into operation they zenerally succeed.

But a plan which nsysr gets beyond the imaginastion, cH is muck mors then

a wish with ne firm foundstion to place it on, is doomed to fﬁil ure Trom the start.
I am as mueh convinced as aver that if a fellow plans for & cartain objective ~
within precticel limits - snd works intelligently towsrd that objective, he will
have = very good chance of reaching it, but most younz folks are very impstient

and do not like to tzke into considers t on this time slement.

I agree with the statement in your psycholezy that to succeed one must have
ability plus a drive. I know that you Lave ability but it needs stimulstion. I
ferl somet?ing has happened to undermine your coafidence. ¥When at Plngry you
would absorb informstion very resdilv snd studying wes emsy; that took comcentration
and the sbility %o resd thoughts in the words rather than the words themselves -
the guicker you regsin this faculty the essier will be your progress.

It ia rard to sse at this time how mathematics, chemistry, physics and other
general knowledge it into the finsl picture; you probebly do nol reguire tlem
for ordinary practice but in the past you have talked about helping busenity by
doing research work and thus sdvancing the frontiers of medicine, them they would
be eguipment =nd tools you would need. There is so much to be known avout medicine;
in the past few years they have made more positive advance than had been made in '
the century previcus and much more iz %o e¢ome. Did you ever stop to think why we
have 80 many so~celled "incursble diseszes®™? ¥hen the medlezl profession does nob
know muck about 2 disease, why they c¢all it "incurable™. The disesse is probably
not incurzble ss & great many such have been taken off the list -~ it iz ezlled
Sincurable® becsuse they do not know snough sbout it.
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The easiest way %o aequire knowledge is to get curious about some of these
things; then your sttitude changes. I note thet you have no ambitions toward
Phi Beta Kappe and I must say that I did not either. However, whem I ocace be-
gan to ask myself questions &s io what msde things go and found out how little
I mnew, that wes when I went back to Michigan. I never thought of grades but
wes thinking sbout the opportunity the school preseanted of finding out a lot of
information. The grades took care of themsslves and the honors as well for it
ecame to me a3 a complete surprise when I was sdvised that I had bsen elected
to Phi Lembds Upsilon, the homorary chemical engineering fraternity, and Sigma
Psi, the honorary scieatific fraternity whose rsting is reslly kigkor than Phi
Beta Kappa in the litersry field.

i’ﬁa wish to serve humanity which is & very fine objective but to serve them
most effectively should you not hsve the best possible trainming mot from the
standpoint of economic return, but from that of bsing abls to do the most good
and avoid seriocus errors? How in medieine are you going to have safe action
without knowledge? If you or one of your loved ones had something seriously the
matter, would you wish to plase yourself or them in the hands of 2 doector that
you did not feel had the latest and best knowledge on the subjeet?

I judge from your lstter that Dr. Babbot must be an extremely fine men for
he bas apparently completely sold himsel? to vou. I am sorry that I heve nover
hed en opportunity to weet him but his high gwm}. gualities nay not make kis
medical sehool the best one for you to attend. I hope you will held off your

- 8ecision on this s little longer. It may be ﬁmﬁaa sehool - 1 don't know -
but I would like %o have more informetion sbout it. Since you are interested in
it, possibly you can tell me these things:

1. How lonz has the school been established?
24 Fow large is the tenching staff?
3, How meny students?

4. ¥hat are their facilities in tte way of buildings and ejuipment?®
5. Are their teachers outstanding men in their line and recognized
iz aertsin lines of research? ;

Hother finds that Scof and Eary Dee are planning to come = over mext weekend
80, our visit toAmherst is again- postponed, v, Hother ds xrfmtiag
you more fully. If we do mot get up to Amberst we sﬁl be looking forward to &
cgood wisit from you at Thanksgiving time.. I was not:sure from yoursdetter the
(date you will be bhome; it looked like the 20th but as you probadly are aéaam
to %he old ‘ﬂmukagiviﬁg date, I presume it will be the 27thb.

Affectionately yours,

¥r, Thomss C. Wickendem,
Alphe Delts Phi Housse,
Amberst, Hnas, 3
\\\
P.8. As we are apt to have a sudden cold smap I would suggest that you put sm
alcohol in the ear. (Over) \ o
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