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On the occasion of his retirement aiter 3-l
years nine months selvice lr-ith the Companl-.
'I'homas H. \\iichencien \ras honored at a
ltrncheon held at the L'rtii'ersitt' Cluit on
Januarl lr)th..\s a memenro oi rhe occa..ion.
Presiclent H. S. \\-ingate presentecl lIr.
\Vickenclen ri,ith a clesk-sn-le ships clock r_rn

behalf ol a1i those attencling.

Fol1olr'ing the presentaticn. fIr. \'r-ickenden
levie-,r-ecl his association u,-ith Inco. He saicl:
"-\11 good things must come to an end. ancl
in closing my career t'ith Inco I feel that
the time spent l.rith this r,r,onderful Companl,
has been a goccl thing. I am proud to have
been a member ol this organization and hope
that I have contribr-rted to its great stature.
Inco is a great o::ganization-not because of
its size. but because of the quaiity of the
personnel, the llisclom of the policv maliers.
ancl the jr-rclgment ancl spirit oi the -staff to
carrv on. Il has been an interesting erpei'i-
ence to see the Companv grol' ancl erpancl
cluring the past 34 1,ears.

"PricL to con:iing t'ith Inco I :pent ser-erai
years in the steel industrl, ancl ten ),ears in
the automotive inclustrl, as metallurgist.
,lirect'nj{ laboraiory rvork. as rlesign en-
gineer ancl in a management position. I hacl
several intervieu.s with XIr. -\. 

-j. 
\\,'aclhams

and Dr. tr{erica belore I cleciclecl to mahe the
change. Their icleas oI cleveloping the use
of nickel in inclustry appealecl to me, ancl
-\. J. macie me promise to sta_\, ri-ith Inco ancl
not return to the automotiYe inclustrt' a

Ir'orttiie j have nor lcSr'erie,1 1l.,1;,, n-.
"-\t that time lr'e hacl plenn' oi nickel ancl
Ietv marliets. The auto inclustr]- nas gror"ing
rapidl,r anrl their metallrrr';i-rs anrl enlinecri
hacl many material and clesign problems.
They neeclecl he1p, ancl nickel allo],s provecl
to be an ans\1rer to many of their problems.
J'he same situation existecl in rnost all in-
clustry anci rapici strides r,vere made in
deveioping industrial uses of niciiel r,hich
resr-rltecl in the sales of nichel reaching an all
time hieh lor 1929. (In 19ZZ the -\nnual
Report shou'ecl a ioss. In 1923 the neL profit
r.,'as S.l.S.1 7A.22 ancl in 1929 it hacl grown to
S12..399.317.12.In 1955 the -\nnual Report
shonecl n:t earninss oi over S91mi11ion.)

"\\,-hiie never emplol-ed at the Balonne
LaboraLor-r'. I rrorker'l clc.eh' r'ith ih- lah,,-
ratorv in the earir- clar-s in aclr'ising on tesis
designeci to soh.e some oi the problems
bror-rght in Irom industrl.. -\lso. one cf the
flrst ventures in research at Balonne lr-as
the.lurl-v ol rhe eflecr nf nickel on casr iron.
The results of a program laid out b1' Di.
l{erica ancl executecl largelr, b1,Jim \-anick
were irrtenselrr ,qtudied bv mvselt' for no.-

sible commercial application-s. for the need
of better propertie,s in cast iron \1'as ver_y
lrear. This ,ler-elolment has I)r"osl)elerl an;l
is stil1 cioing so. -{nd in a lree market ior
nicl<el it can be expanclecl still iurther.

"In the laboratorr- rre sought neri- basic ir-i-
iormaiion on the eitect oi nichel on ntanv
ntaretial. ari,l .iLr,lie,l ilt.i-'r rel.rLi,,n tr.
posslble inclu.irial applications. Ii rhel
shori-eci promise oi soiving an inclustrial
problem ol oi maliing a betler material. it
program u,as laid out for further der.elop-
ment. Irirst, in the laboratorv to prove the
soundness of our cleciuctions. then on a pilol
scale u-ith some industrial concerns. When
tho roughi 1' pro\ic11 r,rnd er r.arious concl ition.q
a campaign l.a.s ltlannecl in indr-r-str_v on a
bt'oarler.iale. lt ha. alrra-r's amazerl nre the
a1ro,.1nt of harcl worii ancl the lcngth oI tinte
inr-oh'ecl ior a nerr' der-eloltment tc matu1.e.
but its acci,mplishment results in qreat sat-
i: t.rCi:.,n .'',r' all r','nCrt-t'tr(1.

"(Jne learns a ieri' fundamentals in this re-
search expelimenting ancl planning. ior \.on
are in reality matching vour rvits r.,,ith the
lar,s of nature. There are manl, of them anr:i
onl_r' a ieu-have been w'ell rleflnerl. \\'c knou
manv exist because oI the occasional bits
and pieces r,hich u,e run across but have not
been able to clefine or \r:eave them into a
pattern. These lar,s involr,e ail phases of
nature: chemistrr,. meta11urgr,, phvsics^ elec-
tricity and nuclear cie\,elopments ancl 1ast.
but not least. human narure ancl the
ihori:ht:. ambi iir,-rns ancl oers,-,nal charact er-
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