Nurse Honored for War Jervice

Mrs. Elmira B. Wickenden

Third Woman in Country

to Receive Medal for Merit.

Today in Washington Mrs.
with her husband and two

slender, dark-eyed
1 is being honored |
perior organizing tal-
ent and energetic action” as ex-
~utive secretary of the National
ursing Council for War Service,
which co-ordinated the activities
of all nursing and allied agencies
to aid the Government and the|
armed forces during the war. !
In her comfortable home at 5
The Byway, Bronxville, ~Mrs.
Wickenden, who was taking peni-
cillin for,a severe cold, had de-
cided it would be easier to get up
than to try to receive the visits|
and telephone calls of the press|
and well-wishers from her bed.
“T was in Canada with my fam-

Elmira B. Wickenden, R. N,,
pretty daughters standing

udly by, becomes the third woman in the nation’s his-

up nursing schools and public
health services. In such jobs you
don’'t stick to a
create. My year in Belgiun
working with civilians was on
of the most rewarding of m)
whole life.”
In Hospitals.

Wickenden stressed the

Mrs.

Ipossibilities of public health, in-

dustrial, and psychiatric nursing.
A nurse can find great satisfac-
tion in bringing good ecare to
rural U. S. areas which do not
yet have it, she feels. Enthusi-

routne—you:

e R oro the Protession.

I've always felt that medals
ﬁhould be awarded to the mili-
tary, not to civilians. But now I
realize that this is a distinction
for the whole nursing profession
rather than just for me, and I'm
proud to be able to receive it in

“I think T was asked to head
he council because I lived near
I\;ew_ York, was well known in
1}ur51ng‘ (I served overseas for
two years in world war I), and
had retired and didn’t have any‘
professional duties to attend to.
I'm sure people said, ‘Well, why
doesn’t she do it? She has plenty
of free time’ So I did. :

“The council was organized to
unify the aetivities of national
jmrsmg agencies, Red Cross nurs-
ing, Army, Navy and Govern-
ment nursing, all groups that
workgd with nurses in any way.,
Our job was to disseminate in-
formation, see that enough nurses
were recruited, see that jbbs went
smoothly and duties weren’t du-

th

astic about the work of the Pub- pj; -

: : UD plicated—in other words, to s

lic Health Service, she hopes thatthe problems of serviee and :c?ir\l’f
soon health centers, visitingj,, , e Prand of

. 'S ian nursing.
nurse centers and public healthips gy JI\?egro nurses were in
grated into the services. T re-

offices for a community vyi.ll alliq
}l;ief;?scated under one roof, in hoS-tired after the war, but the coun-
S e A 3
said, would improve the caliber S : plag
of service and encourage more ublic Health Nursing.
people to take advantage of it. - ng occasionally to sip a
Along with her work for theC0U2n drop (no substitute, she
nursing council Mrs. Wickenden!¢®ls. for a cigareite), Mrs. Wick-
was active in establishing epden said that after her gradua-
U. S. Cadet Nurse Corps, ar t]«oh‘ from the Waltham, Mass.,
appointed by the Presi® i’Iz'my‘n‘nz School for Nurses she
served as a Red Cross nurse for

nurse advisor to the U. ¢ | ¢
tion, World Health ¢ 12 year, and with the Hoover Re-
|construction

Such co-ordination, sheci] is workineg on a post v
F

in June, 1946. & o group in Be]gium
nurse to receive | for a year. then went into public
Merit. Other | health nursing. Retiring to
were Mrs. Ma marry and have children, she
ham and Mr went back into the profession

during the ’3
feets of the dep
health nursing.
‘Opportuniti

Do

to study the ef-

berg.
sion on public

in pursing are

Mrs. Elmira B. Wickenden.

ily when the telegram came,” she
said. “To tell you the truth, I
wasn't quite sure what the Medal
for Merit was. But the idea was
so exciting that I didn’t relax
mich durine our vacation.

really limitless.”
phatically. “I don't know of any
profession that offers such o;;-
portunities for travel and trulv|
creative work TExperienced,
inurses have worked in China, the!
\Middle East, with TUNRRA and
the Army and Navy.in war areas|
all over the world. Greece, the|
Orient, South America, and the
‘Midd]e East still want qualified
[American nurses to help them set

she said em-
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