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Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service 

• Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass) – a non-departmental public 
body sponsored by the Ministry of Justice. We are the largest employer of children’s social 
workers in England.

• We work with more than 140,000 children each year, and independently advise the family courts 
in England about the welfare of children, what is safe for them and in their best interests.

• We operate in accordance with the law set by Parliament (Criminal Justice and Court Services Act 
2000) and under the rules and directions of the family court.

• We work with around 47,000 children on 16,500 applications in the public law system – where a 
local authority has serious concerns about the safety or welfare of a child, and their 
family/parents are not able to protect them and safeguard their welfare.

• Our duty is to



Children as ‘active participants’ rather than ‘subjects’ 
- what does this look like?

.



How we engage children and share their wishes 
and feelings in the family court



Message for Professionals

• Every young person despite their background 
must be supported and should be able to 
understand their proceedings.

• Don’t leave me to guess what’s going on. My 
voice needs to be heard and I need to be able to 
express it in my first language.

• I need to understand what is being said and 
happening about me and my life. Think about 
using an interpreter for a child in court



Because I know a lot about you, I thought I would tell you 

something about me: 

• My favourite colour is green. What is your favourite 

colour? 

• I have a dog called Jett. Do you have any pets? 

• If I had a superpower, it would be to be able to read minds. 

What would your superpower be?



Our Together Practice Framework 



Challenges and Dilemmas 

• Balance between children’s wishes and feelings and what is in their best interests 

• Letting children know that they have a say and that their wishes will be respected 
and reported but that this does not mean the recommendation, or the court 
order  will be exactly what they want

• Including the child’s response to the recommendation in our reports 

• Cafcass Positive Co-parenting programme- working with parents to listen to their 
children 

• Building relationships between Cafcass, courts and mediators at a local level-
helping all involved understand each other’s perspectives 
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