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The New 

Syzygy 

Join us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/syzygy/ 

Visit our Web Page at https://www.kernastro.org 

 

Reach for the Stars 

 

Contact us at kernastronomicalsociety@gmail.com 

 

Our regular monthly meeting will be 

held on October 7th at Round Table 

Pizza at 4200 Gosford Road. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

October Star Parties – Last Quarter Moon star party at Chuchupate on October 22nd. 

October Speaker:  Rod Guice – Climate Change (Continued from the August Presentation) 

Upcoming Meetings 

October – Rod Guice – Climate Change  

November – Briley Lewis – “Life in the Universe” 

December – Annual Christmas Party 

   

October Events 

• Oct 6 – Star Party at Nichols School.  Check your e-mails for details. 

• Oct 28 & 29 – Panamint Springs Star Party.  More details on this event at the 

October meeting 

 

 

 



Statement to Membership from your President:  Gregg Pytlak 

This is in part, my statement to membership that I read at the last regular (elections) meeting. It now contains updates 

and revisions. 

I would like to thank the membership for their patience and participation in this election process. Now I would like to 

invite you, the members, to possibly participate further by inviting you to attend a Board Meeting or to seriously consider 

co-chairing a position on the Board. Per our Constitution, all of the officers’ positions can be co-chaired. If you have ever 

thought about helping out the club, now is the time. We, as officers of the club, would welcome your interest and could 

explain the duties and responsibilities of each office. You could be appointed “temporarily” as a co-chair. This would be 

a great way to “get your feet wet” in a leadership position.   

I am now addressing the younger members of the Kern Astronomical Society, the ones that aren’t quite senior citizens. 

As you may have noticed, none of us up here (the Board of Directions) could be considered young.  Some of us are in our 

seventies, some of us are approaching that number, a few are younger. Some of us are experiencing major health issues. 

At this age, you never know. As of now, our wonderful and very competent Treasurer, Pamela Miller, is stepping down 

for health reasons. While we will miss her as a Board member, we wish her the best, a speedy recovery and a return to 

health. I want to thank member Ron Church for stepping forward to co-chair and now, chair the Treasurer’s position. 

He was elected as co-chair at the last meeting and will have to hit the ground running through this transition to the office 

of Treasurer. Thank you, Pam, and thank you, Ron.  

On a personal note, while I am happy to lead KAS for this term, there will not be another. This is the fourth year for me 

and a four-year term is long enough. You, as members, deserve some fresh perspective, energy and leadership. I expect to 

be traveling with my newly retired wife next summer. It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve as your President. As 

an aside, do not expect our VP to “move through the chairs” as your President next year. She is a past President and has 

served in that position for six years. She does a wonderful job as VP arranging our speakers for the meetings and as the 

liaison for our meeting location at Round Table Pizza, as well as her other duties. 

 It is time for you, the members, to take an active part in this club, in this hobby we so enjoy. Please give these ideas some 

consideration. 

Thank you, Gregg Pytlak   



  
Sequoia Dark Sky Festival 

What a Dark Sky Festival!  Everything was compressed into 

one day.   

On the plus side:  It was good to see people we haven’t seen 

since before Covid.  Good speakers this year, KAS may have 

two new guest speakers.   

On the negative side:  Much of the park was closed or only 

partially open.  Food was hard to come by.  With Lodgepole 

mostly closed all the speakers were at the Giant Forest 

Museum and it’s 20 miles from our campsite.  

The star party was wild.  It really started at 8pm instead of 9pm.  

In the three hours we hosted over 800 people and some said 

it was around 1000 people.  While everyone was fantastic, one 

young man really outdid himself.  Maddox Pytlak was 

incredible.  Bouncing between the two bright planets and 

explaining what they were looking at, he was really in his 

element.  

Another high point was that Gregg Pytlak and I received a 

personal thank you on behalf of KAS from the Superintendent 

of Sequoia and Kings Canyon Parks, Clay Jordan. 

This was Katie Wightman last Festival. We have worked with 

her for seven Dark Sky Festivals, five in person. KAS 

presented her with a thank you card and some flowers.  She 

will be missed. 

Darren Bly 

It was great to attend Dark Sky Festival after 2016 (Last time 

I attended). There were around 25 telescopes. Fabulous 

response from people for the star party at Wuksachi Lodge. 

Prashant Vaidya 

 

 



  

What an amazing astronomical adventure!!!                                Thank 

you KAS for lending us a 'scope and letting us participate in an 

awesome event. It was really nice chatting with & getting to know 

people around the campfire.       Chris Alvarado & I did some solar 

viewing, learned about the evolution of galaxies & the antikythera 

mechanism before heading out for the star party.                We were 

awe-struck watching the newly launched Starlink satellite 

train🛰🛰🛰 fly across the clear, dark sky resembling Santa's 

sleigh (or maybe it was         ). It was really rewarding providing 

many people their first live look at planets Jupiter & Saturn and 

witnessing their wonder and receiving their appreciation. I don't 

think I sat down for more than 5 min total the entire night as the 

line for our 'scope seemed endless! So much fun!       

Moksha Badarayan 

  

 

 



                                      



 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                                                

 

Kern Astronomical Society InfoShare 

Since 1956, the Kern Astronomical Society has promoted community awareness of current events in astronomy, and provides 

a forum for sharing of knowledge and experiences among amateur astronomers. Annual membership is $25.00 which also 

provides membership in the Amateur Astronomical League, access to their newsletter (Reflector Magazine), and participation 

in observational programs.   

The Kern Astronomical Society typically has two Club Star Parties each month depending on the weather.  Our Club Parties are held 

on Saturdays nearest the New Moon.  We also host Public Star Parties at various locations around town during April - October.  These 

parties are held on Saturdays nearest the first quarter Moon.  In addition, we also host Lunar, Solar, and Planetary viewing for Public 

Schools.  Requests may be directed to our Star Party Coordinator. 

   

Star Parties and Outreach 

The Kern Astronomical Society has telescopes and accessories (listed below) available for loan to Club Members in good 

standing.  Members are encouraged to borrow the different types of telescopes in stock (especially if you are considering 

purchasing one).  Trying out different sizes and types of telescopes can help you make an informed decision about purchases.  

If you have a Club telescope in your possession, you will be expected to participate in at least one public star party. 

• 6” f/6, 8” f/6, 10” f/5.6, 13” f/4.5 Dobsonian telescopes, Parks Jovian 90, 3 ½” f/13 Maksukov-Cassegrain, 4” f/15 Unitron 

Refractor 

• 8” Solar Filter 

• Assorted eyepieces 

Club Equipment 



 

 

  

KAS Club Officers/Board Members  

President:    Gregg Pytlak   gpytlak@yahoo.com 
Vice President:   Diane Franco   dianef02@yahoo.com 
Treasurer    Ron Church   Church.Ron@irpcsp.com 
Secretary    Rod Guice   stargazer10000@gmail.com     
Star Party / Event Coordinator Darren Bly   dcbly@bak.rr.com 
Member at Large   John Hester   jh191623@gmail.com 
Member at Large   Darrell Miller   dgmpsm2@yahoo.com  
Educational Committee Chair     
Educational Youth Ambassador  
Newsletter Editor   Timothy Stoner  desert_enduro@hotmail.com 
Webmaster    Ivan Aburto   ivanaburto88@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

Privileges and Benefits of Membership in the Kern Astronomical Society 

1) Hold an elected position as an Officer or Board Member in the Society 

2) Vote in the election process and on business at meetings 

3) Go on sponsored field trips to various astronomy related events (i.e.  Mt Wilson Observatory, 

Panamint Springs Dark Sky, etc.) 

4) Membership in the Astronomical League which includes subscription to Reflector Magazine 

5) Discount for Sky and Telescope Magazine 

6) Access/use of club telescopes and related equipment / Help with use of equipment by members 

7) You are covered under the Society’s insurance at related events 
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Kern Astronomical Society 
New Membership/Renewal   2022 - 2023 

 

Date:        ____________________________________________________________________ 

Name:       ____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:      ____________________________________________________________________ 

Email:**       ____________________________________________________________________                        

My check# ________for (or cash) the amount of $ __________ is enclosed. 

Yearly Membership $25    

Make checks payable to: KAS (or) Kern Astronomical Society 

You can also mail this form and check to:   

KAS    

5501 Stockdale Hwy #10241 

Bakersfield, CA 93389 

** Please provide the email address where you wish to receive the KAS newsletter (if different than above) 

“SYZYGY”:   ___________________________________________________________________                        

 


