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The New 

Syzygy 

Join us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/syzygy/ 

Visit our Web Page at https://www.kernastro.org 

 

Reach for the Stars 

 

Contact us at kernastronomicalsociety@gmail.com 

 

The January meeting has been Cancelled. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

An Important Message from the Board 

KAS Star Parties 

To our membership,  

It is with great sadness and much thought and discussion, that the KAS Leadership has moved to “put 

on hold” the club’s “business activities” only. We will revisit our status after January 15, 2021. With that 

said, Star Parties, membership and a more compact newsletter will continue. We will hold election of 

officers as soon as it is practical to do so for candidates as well as the membership. 

As of now, all of the current officers of the club have agreed to stay on, with one exception, in their 

current positions. 

This decision was not made lightly but the restrictions of the pandemic have dictated this outcome. We 

hope that you, the membership, understand.  

Thank you to all Board Members for their support and to our membership for your patience, 

perseverance and understanding. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Gregg Pytlak, President 

 

Diane Franco,  Vice President 

 

Mary Hanel, Treasurer 

 

Darren Bly, Star Party Coordinator 

Possible dates for Star Parties at Chuchupate are January or 9 (Last Quarter Moon) and January 16 (New 

Moon).  Watch for updates via e-mail and/or Facebook.  



 

  

I hope everyone had a chance to see and or photograph the Great Conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn.  A few 

of us traveled to the mountains for a colder view while others observed from the comforts of home.  

Congratulation on all the photographs. 

The Great Conjunction of December 2020 

 
Dec 17 by:  Tim Stoner 

 
Dec 19 at Chuchupate by:  Heather Ponek 

 
Dec 19 at Chuchupate by:  Heather Ponek 

 
Dec 19 at Chuchupate by: Tim Stoner 



 

  

 

 

 

Dec 20 by:  Darren Bly 

 
Dec 19 at Chuchupate by:  Tim Stoner 

Dec 20 practice run by:  Darren Bly 

Dec 19 at Chuchupate by:  Ivan Aburto 



  

  

 
Dec 20 Cell Phone through 

Eyepiece by:  Jason Bratu 

 
Dec 20 at Chuchupate by:  Kevin Cincuenta Shah 

 

Dec 21 from Bakersfield by:  Kevin Cincuenta Shah 
 

Dec 21 Cell Phone through Eyepiece by:  Prashant Vaidya  
Dec 21 from Culver City by:  Kelly Rich 

 
Dec 20 at Chuchupate by:  Kevin Cincuenta Shah 



 

  

 
Dec 21 from Ridgecrest by:  Debbie Crutchfield Pio 

 
Dec 21 from Ballinger Canyon by:  Tim Stoner 

 
Winter Sky Rising 



 



  



      

                                                                

 

 

 
KAS Board Members 

Kern Astronomical Society InfoShare 

Since 1956, the Kern Astronomical Society has promoted community awareness of current events in astronomy, and provides a forum 

for sharing of knowledge and experiences among amateur astronomers. Annual membership is $25.00 which also provides membership 

in the Amateur Astronomical League, access to their newsletter (Reflector Magazine), and participation in observational programs.   

The Kern Astronomical Society typically has two Club Star Parties each month depending on the weather.  Our Club Parties are held 

on Saturdays nearest the New Moon.  We also host Public Star Parties at various locations around town during April - October.  These 

parties are held on Saturdays nearest the first quarter Moon.  In addition, we also host Lunar, Solar, and Planetary viewing for Public 

Schools.  Requests may be directed to our Star Party Coordinator. 

   

Star Parties and Outreach 

The Kern Astronomical Society has telescopes and accessories (listed below) available for loan to Club Members in good standing.  

Members are encouraged to borrow the different types of telescopes in stock (especially if you are considering purchasing one).  Trying 

out different sizes and types of telescopes can help you make an informed decision about purchases.  If you have a Club telescope in 

your possession, you will be expected to participate in at least one public star party. 

• 6” f/6, 8” f/6, 10” f/5.6, 13” f/4.5 Dobsonian telescopes,  Parks Jovian 90, 3 ½” f/13 Maksukov-Cassegrain, 4” f/15 Unitron Refractor 

• 8” Solar Filter 

• Assorted eyepieces 

Club Equipment 



Kern Astronomical Society 

 Membership New/Renewal     March 2021/2022 

Date:        _____________________________________________________ 

Name:       ____________________________________________________________________ 

Family Members:  ______________________________________________ 

Address:   ________________________________                            ________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________ 

Phone:      ____________________________________________________ 

Email:*       ___________________________________________________ 

 
My check# ________for (or cash) the amount of $ __________ is enclosed. 

                 (Check box)     

Yearly Membership                ☒  $25   March 2020 – March 2021 

 
 

Make checks payable to: KAS (or) Kern Astronomical Society 

You can also mail form and check to:   
KAS    
5501 Stockdale Hwy #10241 
Bakersfield, CA 93389 

 
** Please provide the email address where you wish to receive the KAS newsletter (if different than above) 

“SYZYGY”:   _________________________________________________________ 


