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If | had to choose one verse of
scripture to explain why Jesus means
so much to me; that verse would be
Romans 5:8. “But God demonstrates
His own love for us in this: While we

were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

This verse of scripture tells me
that God who is perfect in holiness
and who has every right to reject me
because my character is so different
own—this God whose
purity
impurity—loved me so much that he

from His

infinite cannot tolerate

died for me.

| grew up in a family that went
to church every Sunday. But on our
way to church and while driving
home from church we fought. In fact,
we fought every single day of the
week. We screamed at each other.
We hit each other and we threw

EANS SO MUCH 1O ME

¢ Pastor Andy Pigott

things at each other. Perhaps it was
my experience growing up in a home
full of fighting that drove me to
realize my own need for the kind of
love that no one but God can provide
for me. But | am thankful that I did
realize my need and my realization
drove me to search.

During my second year at Penn
State, | finally found what | was
looking for. | shed tears of gratitude
and joy when | began to understand
the meaning of the death that took
the cross. | finally
that the death

emphasized in Romans 5:8 is not

place on
understood

what happened on the cross when
Jesus breathed His last breath. Jesus
Himself said that physical death is not
death. It is only a “passing”. Rather,
the death Romans 5:8 is talking about
is the cutting off of one’s spirit from
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fellowship with God. It is the deepest

sense of homelessness and
friendlessness and agony and loss
and failure that can possibly be
experienced. While on the cross, the
pain of hell itself took hold of Jesus,
and He died. And He did it for me.
He didn’t do

outstanding performance and hard

it because of my

work to obey His commands. He did
it despite my failure and laziness in
obeying His commands.

| don’t think | could be a pastor
in this day and age without knowing
this kind of love. There is a tendency
in today’s churches for each member
of a congregation to judge a pastor
on his performance in the area which
meets that individual’s needs or
particular expectations. Parents of
small children feel the pastor should
take a lot of interest in children.

Parents of teenagers want a pastor

LEE LN (= . N

who relates well to youth. Couples
who are preparing for marriage or
couples with marriage problems
demand a pastor who is a good
counselor. People hungry for Bible
teaching become impatient if the
pastor is not a good expositor. Those
who are deeply concerned about
outreach expect to see the pastor
actively involved in winning the lost.
Older people are likely to judge him
by how often he visits them. And the
way some people view their pastor’s
performance will affect their ability
This is
human nature, and what | am talking

to accept him as a person.

about exists to some extent in every
church. It cannot be avoided.

But | need a kind of love that is
deeper than even the kind of love we
find among church goers. | need a
love that will not reject me because
of my race or my age or my
personality or my areas of strength
and weakness. | need a love that will
accept me even when | fail and even

when | sin.

Jesus offers me this kind of
love, and that is why He means so
much to me.
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