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A Calling Strong and Clear

o Pastor Andy Pigott

State College is my hometown. I
grew up just several blocks from SCCAC.
When I was young, I attended the Easterly
Parkway Elementary School. 1 graduated
from State High and, four years later, I
graduated from Penn State. Over the years
I grew to love this place. I love the
mountains that surround State College and
have spent countless hours hiking and
camping in those mountains. [ love
running and biking on the country roads that
wind along streams and pass by farms.

Leaving State College thirty years ago and
moving to Taiwan was not easy. My wife
and I lived in the cities of Taiwan where
there are very few trees. In comparison to
State College, the air is not clean. There
are few open fields. There are no country
roads. When we first moved to Taiwan,
everything seemed grey. My heart ached
to see large expanses of green.

But I knew that God had called me to
Taiwan. God had given me a vision of
millions of Chinese people who had not yet
heard the precious gospel of Jesus Christ.
That vision compelled me to leave the place
that I loved so much and to face difficult
circumstances.  One of the most difficult
circumstances my wife and I encountered
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Pastor Pigott, wife Janiene and children: Becky, Ben
and Shannon

was the challenge of learning how to speak
and read and write in Chinese. This was
difficult, but my calling helped me to face
this challenge.

Over the years I grew to love Taiwan just as
much as I love State College. Most of all, I
grew to love the people. They are warm
and friendly. I even grew to love the city
with the crowded streets. In the same way
that I used to draw close to God while
running on the country roads that surround
State College, I found that I was also able to
draw close to God while running in the city
parks of Taiwan. I became content with
the thought of living in Taiwan until the day
that I died or at least until I retired.
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Early in 2010 I was offered a job to serve at a
church in Taipei that my wife and I helped to
start 25 years ago. [ was excited about
doing this.

My vision for reaching the people of Taiwan
was still strong. I still enjoyed living in the
city. Circumstances seemed to be working
in our favor as well. 1 asked the leadership
of that church to allow me to teach them
every Sunday for two months; and at the end
of two months, I would give them an answer.

During that two month period of time, God
used several circumstances to lead me and my
family in a different direction. It was a
direction that had not even entered into my
mind as a  possibility. Through
circumstances, God made it clear that my
family and I should return to State College.

God first used Janiene’s health to speak to me.

During that two month period of time,
Janiene made many trips to the hospital to
diagnose and treat physical problems that she
had never experienced before in her life.
Those physical problems included severe
vertigo, insomnia, loss of appetite, numbness
in her arms and hands, a feeling of choking,
and acid reflux. With each trip to the
hospital, I began to question the wisdom of
remaining in Taiwan for a long period of
time.

The second circumstance that God used to
speak to me was an email that I received in
March. A friend who lives in the State
College area wrote to tell me about the death
of his wife. In that email, he asked me if I
ever considered returning to my hometown to
serve. At the time, I had not thought about
this as a possibility. 1 wrote back and told
him that [ would pray about it. Then a week

later, my wife received an email. It was
from a lawyer. Her mother-in-law had
decided to sell the house that she inherited
when Janiene’s father died in February 2009.
A title search was done, and it was discovered
that Janiene had the right of first refusal.
She had to state that she did not want to
purchase the house before it could be sold to
another person.

A few days after receiving that email, I woke
up at 2:00 a.m. with one thing on my mind.
I had to call someone in State College and
find out if there was some ministry available
for me to do. And so I called a good friend
of mine who lives in State College. 1 told
him that I had been working in Chinese
churches for over 30 years, and I wanted to
continue to do so. My friend told me that he
knew about a Chinese church in town and
would drop by to ask the pastor whether or
not they were looking for someone to hire.
A couple of days later my friend called me
back and told me that he had met with Pastor
Lin from the State College Chinese Alliance
Church. He told me that the church was in
the process of looking to hire another pastor.

From that point on, things developed quickly.
I called Pastor Lin and we talked about the
possibility of me serving at SCCAC.
Although our communication was positive, |
knew that I needed to visit the church before
a decision could be made. That happened
the third weekend of April. I flew back to
the U.S. and, during that weekend, I had a
chance to meet many of the brothers and
sisters from the church. I also had a chance
to meet with a lawyer to discuss the
possibility of my wife exercising her right of
first refusal to purchase the house where she
was living when [ started dating her 41 years
ago. After that weekend, I returned to
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Taiwan. While on the plane, 1 thought to
myself: It is hard to believe that this is
happening, but God seems to be using
circumstances to tell me that I should return
to my hometown.

By the middle of May, the feeling was strong
enough to motivate me to purchase plane
tickets and make plans to return to State
College. At the time we had not yet
received an official job offer from SCCAC,
nor had we signed a sales agreement to
purchase the house. I told the church in
Taiwan about my decision. Although they
felt disappointed, they supported me and
prayed for me and my family. At the end of
June we received an official job offer letter
from the leadership of SCCAC. On July 14,
while we were in route from Taiwan to State
College, inheritance money that Janiene’s
father willed to her was deposited into our
checking account. We needed that money
for the down payment. The closing was
scheduled for July 15. We moved into the
house on July 19 and I officially began
working for the church on August 1.

[ believe that God wused all these
circumstances to call me back to my
hometown to serve the Chinese community
here. It i1s important for me to know that

God has called me to do what I am now doing.

Every church has challenges, and we are all
human beings with many shortcomings.
There are many days when we are not feeling

emotionally strong. Even our vision can
become blurred at times. For these reasons,
it is important for me to believe that I am
living where God wants me to live and doing
what He wants me to do. 1 am very thankful
that He has used circumstances to speak so
clearly to me during these past few months.
God knew that I needed a clear calling to
make this big change. I believe that is why
He spoke to me in a way that was so strong
and so clear.

I look forward to Janiene’s health being
restored. I look forward to working with
Pastor Lin and the leadership of SCCAC to
help people become disciples of Jesus Christ
so that they can disciple others wherever they
go after they finish their time at Penn State.
I look forward to seeing the people who
attend SCCAC build more bridges into the
community so that there will be a greater
witness among local people who cannot
speak Chinese. God used circumstances to
call me back to my hometown; but in the long
run, the most important part of my calling
will be a vision to disciple people who have
decided to make SCCAC their home church.
This vision will keep me going through good
times and through difficult times. If God
should ever call me to move again, I know
that I must obey. For now I am content with
the thought of serving here for the rest of my
life.
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A lot of us have heard of the saying:
“Marriage is love’s cemetery.” Before I got
married, I used to laugh at this saying and
didn’t know how this could be. Then when I
got married, | realized the romantic aspect to
the relationship
| sort of ended

because  now
. we are
“married.” In
my mind and
= heart, the
relationship s
now  finished

and completed.
What more
does she want

Guys in general
are very goal oriented; we don’t think about
the relationship beyond the marriage
ceremony. On the other hand, girls are very
relationship oriented; to them, the marriage
ceremony 1s only the beginning of a
LIFETIME of sharing, caring, and love.

me to do or say?

Looking back, 1

'Were think our relationship
o as  boyfriend and

[ 2 girlfriend was a lot
easier. The things I

my had to do were the
“HAPPILY | following: listen and
talk to her over the

EVER phone, take her out
AFTER?” shopping and go to the
movies once in a while,

SHENG WU and write her some
e-cards filled with

romantic lines. When I got married, I thought
I could just come home and sit in front of the
TV/Internet and forget about her needs; trust
me, [ know from experience this type of
thinking will eventually lead into trouble.
Similar to dating her, the marriage
relationship requires a lot of efforts and
commitments to make it work and stay alive.

Below are some of the exercises we
learned from a retreat and their benefits to the
relationship:
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Try to look at your partner for a few
minutes without interruption. Eye contact is
supposed to establish intimacy for one
another.

Hug one another as much as possible.
The speakers said physical touch releases
some sort of chemical which helps form a
special bond. Notice how a baby is very
close and bonded to his/her mother? Because
the mother is constantly holding the baby; so,
remember to hold your “baby” too. Besides,
the more you hold one another, the less time
you’ll have for fighting.

Communication. I would say this is one
hard  aspect of any  relationship.
Communication is not a “Hi.” It is sharing
how your day went; to listen to his/her heart’s
concerns. Knowing what made him/her
happy, sad, or mad. Communication solves
a lot of issues.

Praise the wife; encourage the husband.
It’s easy to tear the relationship down with
complaints and finger pointing. However,
through uplifting words, we can easily build
one another up.

Marriage is love’s cemetery because the
movies portray it the wrong way. Most
movies we see, it ends with a marriage
ceremony, but they don’t show what the
married life i1s like afterwards. They just
display a line “Happily Ever After.” Many of

us think in the same way. However, this is
not God’s way. Anyone would think that
God’s will to save us from condemnation and
give us eternal life was completed when Jesus
sacrificed Himself on the Cross. It was
indeed finished; the work was completed.
However, like the marriage ceremony, the
Cross was only the beginning of a life-long
relationship of sharing and knowing each
other. In our daily life, we have to carry the
cross and not just hold it dear in our hearts.
I’m sure there can be many more tips and
advice to help make the marriage relationship
better, but we can start with a change of
attitude and view:

“God raised us up with Christ and seated
us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, in order that in the COMING AGES
(emphasis added) He might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in
His kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:6 NIV) “Coming ages” means that after
this age of grace has ended and Jesus returns
to start a new age and other ages, God will
still be with us and continue to show us even
more of His grace and love. In the same
way, after the wedding ceremony, we must
continue with sharing and giving of our love
to our partners. “Happily Ever After” is

attained through this new attitude.
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“HEERANIORRE, ZEPRBCUIAE RN 7 B, i —4E, BB DU 1A%
A (R Lo RN BT (1045 73R NSO 25 BT T o iy 2R A (K2 AR 54 SOk AT
ATE o AF R RATEAE 2 T RARBOTRATIE » XAV — AR AT ATE 2,
ZAZ 350 NS, 7 AEARSE K St [RIIN BATIWr B3 2 iARE Gt 300 AD SKE Penn
State. RIEMAGBK T, PERZEEK LA . AT R BATIRES, LhHAT T8 F Atk

[ ]88 (1 i ZERN 28 BAT] MR IE B LA

I LA B BATA A T L2 9% B, BfE

B2 %, BERMGERE L LA PSU N, iEEZ 1 Faculty, Professionals, A
*#4#, PostDoc, WFFEAFIARIERG LA B4R S Ml Pl S5 JATIKRIFAE, w934

BEAF T — VIR T

Highest /N

[P S | R A i iy 2
B EN Highest /ANHIKIAR &AM, #RAERSE
PIFEY) . HPEREZAR, FAME R AAE N
ANBAE MWDK o

FIAETH Highest /NHSOL, HIGE M T
AR, AR, ARSI, H
HI, ATAS A TR S it TR S (K ) B
WRANEH . Z9PTRR B — M e ? Ay, fEqf
FROHRAE, AR A BOIEARAR uniques Ay, Zo
BRI i, AR 200 T A= R —

PO TACRA, T LR A PEAR DA

N FITANHE TR o
BRI, ANERIAH e mT, 2

= ORIEAR R IEERE . KR, WRETE N A R AE B
S DU AN AT AR 0 SR, A2 ) 22

AL B R ELACRS W 2 R E AR RE Hk 4
Bl¥ % I TxEE ] U, RRATREHALIEN;
—EBEA I TN BR, RERATRA. B
N B O HR AR AT USRS A 1 o A HISSR I B 4 B A
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“ANATINDERFE, BEAEFE 17
& BO. fFO. FEL, GRS
.7 (REKEE 4:12)
AN OISR A TR,
N KRB WS R
KEET I, HoahkAaaE. . &

#. "~~Johnny & Lisa = =% e —~ _
“TEPEEE RN, FREB TIRZ ARV, 3 ; i _B
R E L, SRR HEIANR T, Al November 5th’ 2010 &E'E@j( Timothy /J\‘%H;
MBH, 1S T AR "~~~ o, S, 1A%, Johnny, %5, FEAL,

“LLRTMI 2 State College R fRANME 3=, WP, % H, N, fE L, Lisa, 8818, I

NILRILBE RN AL BRI F: HBIBEHEYE | 2 Tirfany, K&, K4S, FENT
BB RT, AR BSGER ...
ARG LRI/ N AHAR B — (RN, R R0 ARS8 2 NIHARNG Hoei g A e, s DR 2 380ar 4 ot
SURR, EER A T AL

et PLBR SR IR AR R K — kA 25 FAM A5 Lo S SE FIE 7k S I S A — i ) B3, Bl ] 41
SRR R AR B BCE ARAE MR A W A O DR EKIEIR K, A HERETE Timothy /NH #1448 R
KRE—E WM. "~~Tiffany

— W2 B3 YT\ 5 [Pk
TEEAAHSE, #E “EAd
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177 MSELr! (HEHFRAMAE
B FR, 7EEEMAEE,
Ee | FO W L
| 2 bk !

MRITEE, BRASTT, IR,
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MR, PREKRG, SREEL 2
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R LU R D

Higher /NHEEEH—
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Ak PR RO AE SR FRAM
R HA L HEE, Wi
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HEE—F, £58, RARR, SFAEAFHAFLLNRIRERRL RESH. B
S B 45, B I youth B TEAT A # 4, Z A, M AR SHFRAANK L E R,
wWhH, S EEEE XFRITAEZT—REFHF, LB TRENRALEEZ TS 8E;, A,
B P R EE TR ARG, T— A, HBELREZHFRF IRARERNGY
R — AR ZAp 6 4 48!

FHARRZFYE, mARCEFRRE GBI, BRIFGREA ., FRFAKRELRME
AR fE, WREE XM AERMEAPGERIFERRE, BELHUMKAETTERK
FogeEH, AZENE TG AANKEENTENE T,

FHFIKRFR
2009-9-8 G 45 A 553 youth AR AR AR E
2010-3 BEHHEF THEFRKFT EIBRFERREZTHRER
2010-3-21  Pastor Jorn # & next generation £ %
2010-3-28 4 Lisa & John K ¥ #47 youth F LH Z R &
2010-4-10 AR TG H R G REBFAF 8%, Pk, HA, TR, WA R )
2010-4-18  ARUAEZTFTHBAMBERA—FRKFEF, BHEL LK —RKFHF
2010-4-25  E R LA B KRR FrEEE
2010-5-16 R E REHHBERKFR
2010-6-16 B bhiE 5 324
2010-7-31  FAEF R LHE £ State College
2010-8-1 B AR 5 — R IE Xl
2010-8-15 FRKPEL TR TRME
2010-9-5 ARG R, THRAFHTREISEREOEF X
2010-10-3 EH /21 B —h 0¥ Re
2010-11-21 &L FF o Lk X P45

e KFiL
(11/2009-11/2010)
O MR AR & #32
11/26/2009 BREGRERREG
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12/05/2009
12/13/2009

12/18-20/2009

12/24/2009
1/23/2010
2/6/2010
2/12/2010
2/19/2010
3/19-20/2010
3/21/2010
3/28/2010
5/1,30/2010
4/2-5/2010
4/23-25/2010
5/15/2010
5/16/2010
7/12/2010
8/1/2010
8/14/2010
8/20/2010
9/25/2010
10/29/2010
10/29/2010
11/21/2010

CSSFM % 3¢ & 8.8 (Park Forest Baptist Church)
BB (R IR ALER)
EHREGIHTRBERG(E KB RkE)
TRERAES

wRRG R

HF R LRGSR

A% Valentine B & (Paddle, Higher, Highest)
CSSFM + B #7 F 8.4 (/£ Assembly of God)

H Y FIBE =T EE

HVETHRFVHEE LR S5 F(orn Junod 4L ER)
F UV HEF Lm0 FE(orn Junod 4k 28, EAR#HET XFER)
F U HF E L8R g (Jorn Junod HER)

S ST 5 18 (OB T RALER)

B bR R 3

FRAZFFLE

BRI X R K G GRB AT B 35 3 B 4 EF)
WHENEY, O+ REHDB2HE

BB A O X B 45 e G RF

B 2R TR

WA E G 340 AL

#K % 7% B (Bald Eagle State Park)

® 2 E % Z & (Faith Like Potatoes)

$7.% Fun Festival (youth group %K)

¥ E F

8/25/2009-11/7/2010 % #% % -

JEAH(8/25/09) 5 ¥EFAE, ERE, #HT%(10/4/09); F=ZRK010/12/09); #FH, RE
(10/18/09); 4 F(10/30/09); #& A #k(11/22/09); EHFE(11/26/09); B Kkm(12/6/09); #
#h(12/8/09); B, F0K(12/13/09); & X KR(12/18/09); HB K., R SH(12/22/09);
EIE, BB, TAIR02/07/10); EA4F(2/23/10); Whikz, B, H4gEK, Ak,
Tk, AR, TAHE@E/4/10); £34/18/10); N FH(5/28/10); Rk %, #2(6/6/10);

Z ¥ Lijia Wang,

Jackson Wong, Andy Luo (7/25/10); E3% E.(8/3/10); HiERE, 214

# , Sherry Shang, Janet Yang (8/8/10); &£ 0E, [P E, 5 /7(8/15/10), K B(9/5/10),
TBE=(10/1/10), Bl F %, 5k R4E(10/10/10), 2% % (10/17/10), B ¥de, 53T E(11/7/10)
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